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On The InsIde

 As the new Chairman for the 
AFMS Scholarship Committee, let me 
introduce myself as I have not been 
in the regional arena and few of you 
know me. 

 I have been in the hobby since 
I was in the sixth grade and I just 
signed up for Medicare, so I have 
been around awhile. I had originally 
planned for geology to be my voca-
tion, but in the late 60’s and early 
70’s my Uncle Sam had a different 
plan for me. By the time I left the 
service jobs in geology were requir-
ing Masters Degrees in the field and 
I had gotten a Masters in Business 
while in the service, so I took a dif-
ferent path. Geology has remained 
a passion and if weight counts, 
our house will not blow away. 
 
 I agreed to take on this position 
because I believe that there is nothing 
more important then a good education, 
especially in today society. This country 
is losing ground to the rest of the world 
in the areas of math and science. If we 
as a country are to survive we need 
to regain our strength in these areas 
and particularly in the Earth Sciences. 
As our energy and strategic resources 
dwindle, it will be the future students 
of the earth sciences who must lead 
in the search for new resources for 
our country as well as the world. To-
day’s education is not cheap and our 
Scholarship Fund is an essential tool to 
help prospective individuals in further-

ing their goals in the Earth Sciences. 
 
 I can not urge strongly enough, for 
your club and the individual members 
of your club to support as generously 
as possible the efforts of the AFMS 
Scholarship Committee. The South-
east New Hampshire Mineral Club, to 
which I belong, is a strong supporter 
of the committee’s efforts with year-
ly contributions that are funded by 
passing a “Scholarship Tin” around 
at each meeting. We then supple-
ment the yearly total from the tin with 
club funds raised our other projects 
throughout the year. As individuals, a 
donation, particularly at this tax time, 
is good for your bottom line and your 
mental well being as you are helping 
someone else to get ahead.

 In the meantime, let me thank 
the following clubs for their recent 
donations:

•Che-Hanna Rock & Mineral Club
•Chesapeake Gem & Mineral Society

•Gem Cutters Guild of Baltimore
•Gem, Lapidary & Mineral Society of

Montgomery Co. MD
 
 The contributions will be added 
to the Scholarship Fund principal and 
the interest earned will help support 
future scholarships.
 
 Please feel free to contact me 
(see page 11) if you have any ques-
tions and I will do my best to get you 
an answer as quickly as possible. 

LeT Me InTrOduce MyseLf
by Ken Creed,  AFMS Scholarship Foundation Coordinator
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 I would like to wish all of you a very HAPPY 
SPRING !!  After the winter that the majority of us 
have had I think that we all need some warmth and 
sunshine.  
 
 Warm weather to rockhounds means field trips.  
You had many stormy, dreary winter days to clean 
up your digging tools, that is if you can find them!  
Where did you leave them after the last trip?  They either walked away, or some 
little gremlin snatched them and hid them.  If you are lucky enough to have a 
designated spot for them, you are very fortunate.  Maybe they ride along in the 
truck.  Have enough of them, they make good weight in the snow.  Now that you 
have them, are they clean and ready.  Did you remember to buy a new pair of 
safety glasses while at the hardware store ?  These are a few of the hints for you 
at this time.  
 
 This is my way to lead you to the committee that I will remind you about 
this month.  Think SAFETY!!  Our chairperson, Mr. Ellery Borow is a very good 
researcher and writer.  I highly recommend his articles to you.  And, may I add, I 
do hope that most club editors will reprint his very important messages.
 
 Another way you can learn about safety is at Wildacres .  All the instructors 
are very aware of safety while using the equipment that you are using.   If you 
have not made your reservations for the fall 2014 session - well, get to it !!  My 
husband Marv and I hope to be there.  Along with learning, you can’t beat the 
food, fun, serenity, views, reasonable price and making new friends and renew-
ing friendships .  So, I suggest that you consider getting your reservation in for 
September 1-7. The fall classes are listed elsewhere in this newsletter and a 
registration form is there too.  Hope to see many of you there.  
 
         Hazel

hazeL’s nOTes
by Hazel Remaley, EFMLS President

2014 dIrecTOry Of MeMber cLubs
by Carolyn Weinberger, Directory Editor

 The new Eastern Federation Di-
rectory is included with the mailing 
of this issue of EFMLS News. I hope 
you find it useful.

 Included in the Directory is a list 
of all EFMLS officers and committee 
chairs, the complete Bylaws of the 
organization, information about our 
various programs and awards, etc. 
the areas that are probably most use-

ful to you and your members include 
the listing of clubs and the complete 
listing of available slide and video 
programs that your club can borrow 
at no charge (save return postage).

 Please take a couple of minutes 
to review the listing for your club.  If 
there is an error, please e-mail me 
with the correction(s).  My contact is 
in the first column of this page.
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whaT every cLub shOuLd KnOw abOuT Tax sTaTus -- addenduM
by Jon Spunaugle

  When I agreed to write the above 
article, I had ordered a copy of the 
IRS Publication 557 “Tax Exempt Sta-
tus for Your Organization” to be sure I 
had the most up-to-date information 
in writing the article.  Unfortunately I 
did not receive the copy I requested 
until February of 2014, after the article 
was printed in the AFMS Newsletter. 
 
 In that IRS Publication there is a 
paragraph on page 11 entitled “An-
nual Electronic Filing Requirement 
for Small Tax Exempt Organizations”   
In this paragraph it is pointed out that 
small exempt organizations, like most 
clubs that are members of the AFMS 
and its Regional Federations, must 
file a form 990N each year  even if 
their gross annual revenues are un-
der $50,000.   In this section it goes 
on to point out that “…ANY ORGA-
NIZATION THAT FAILS TO MEET ITS 
ANNUAL REPORTING REQUIREMENT 
FOR 3 CONSECUTIVE YEARS WILL 
AUTOMATICALLY LOOSE ITS TAX EX-
EMPT STATUS.”  To regain exempt 
status they will have to re-apply. 
 

 Exceptions to this rule are: 
churches, organizations included 
in a group return, Private Foun-
dations (they file a form 990 PF), 
and Form 990 and 990EZ filers. 
 
 Thus if your club is a qualified 
“Exempt Organization” you must file 
the Electronic Form 990N each year if 
you have any revenue at all, which in-
cludes dues.  The due date of the fil-
ing is the 15th day of the fifth month 
after the end of the clubs tax year. 
 
 The form 990N is an electroni-
cally filed return that requests the 
following information:  1. The orga-
nizations Name and Address. 2. Its 
internet website address (if any)  3. 
Its taxpayer ID .  4. The name and 
address of a principal officer. 5. The 
organizations annual tax year.  6. 
Verification that the organiza-
tions gross receipts are normally 
$50,000 or less. 7. Notification if 
the organization has terminated. 
 
 Sorry I did not have this informa-
tion when the article was written.     

 The most recent addition to the 
Eastern Founda-
tion Fund, their 
annual contribu-
tion for 2014, was 
received from 
The Che-Hanna 
Rock and Mineral 
Club. Thank you to 

the club for their most generous gift.
 
 The Eastern Federation of Miner-
alogical Societies Convention is right 
around the corner, and again I am 
looking forward to recognizing those 
clubs who have supported the EFF this 
year. Who will those clubs be? I hope 
you will be able to join us at the EFMLS 
awards banquet in Plymouth Meeting, 
Pa. on March 29th to find out. If not 
you can read all about it in the next is-
sue of the EFMLS Newsletter.
 
 Is your club one of those who will 
receive a certificate of appreciation 
telling everyone of your generosity? If 
not won’t you please consider joining 
the ranks of loyal supporters in the very 
near future. Please send all donations 
to me at PO Box 5, Dushore, PA  18614.

easTern fOundaTIOn fund
by Fran Sick, EFF Chair

 The Mineralogical Society of 
the District of Columbia (“MSDC”) is 
happy to select John Weidner as our 
club’s Rockhound of the Year.  John 
joined our club about a year ago 
and, from the beginning, has shared 
his knowledge, time, and enthusi-
asm for minerals with us.  He and his 
wife, Susie, are regular attendees at 
our monthly meetings, and as one of 
our members so aptly stated, John 
“brings a lot of energy and interest in 

areas that many of us haven’t been 
as strong in.”  Specifically, John orga-
nized and led several field trips, held 
at Northern Virginia Community Col-
lege, where he is an instructor, about 
“thin sections”.  Each session was 
well-attended, educational, and ex-
tremely interesting.  Despite the high 
level at which John is able to perform 
and teach, he is equally able to bring 
any given subject to a level where all 
in attendance are able to understand.  

His amiable personality, and willing-
ness to give of his time to ensure that 
such learning experiences are avail-
able to members and guests, speaks 
to his community-mindedness and 
generosity of spirit.  For all of these 
reasons and more, John Weidner is 
a valued member of MSDC and the 
unanimously-supported choice for 
Rock Hound of the Year.

Respectfully submitted, 
The MSDC Executive Board

cLub rOcKhOund Of The year
from Ellery Borow, EFMLS Chair
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faLL fun aT wILdacres
by Steve Weinberger, Wildacres Committee Chair

Wildacres in the fall...

•Cool breezes after a long, 
hot summer.  

•Days spent enjoying our hobby 
without the interruptions of 

radio, television, traffic and work.
  

•Being served delicious meals
 without having to cook them.

•Learning new skills from our 
wonderful instructors.  

•Gaining new knowledge from 
our interesting speaker.  

And all of this for a very reasonable 
cost of $390 per person for the week 
(class supplies are extra).  What more 
could anyone ask for?

 For over forty years now the 
EFMLS has enjoyed the Wildacres 
facility to conduct its educational re-
treats.  People have come back year 
after year to participate in this excel-
lent opportunity to immerse them-
selves in our all-encompassing pro-

gram.  Not only do registrants gain 
knowledge and new skills, but many 
have developed life-long friendships 
with other participants.

 Our speakers over the years have 
run the gamut of mineralogists, ge-
ologists, jewelry experts, and world 
travelers.  This fall we are pleased to 
have Justin Zzyzx, well known mineral 
collector and editor as our Speaker-
in-Residence. Justin, who will be ac-
companied by his wife Brandy,  will 
present six talks to us during the 
week, live on campus, and participate 
in all our activities.  

 If you’ve not yet registered, why 
not do so?  The earlier you send in, 
the better your chance of getting your 
preferred choice of classes.  The dates 
are September 1 – 7.  The list and de-
scription of classes being offered is 
on the next page and the registration 
form on page ___ of this issue.

 We still have openings available at 
this time, but do what a very wise per-
son once said to me:  “Handle a piece 
of paper once – then it’s not forgot-
ten.”  Simple advice, but how many of 
us put things off until it’s too late.

 Hoping to see you on the moun-
tain in September.  You’ll be delighted 
that you did.

Silversmithing class demo
Good meals and conversation

 in the Dining Hall

 I would like to dedicate this 
month’s column to the persons who 
did the judging.  
 
 Judging is not  about choosing 
someone you know or you think is 
their turn to get a trophy.  Judges are 
asked to remember that editors and 
authors are generally non-profession-
als and should be judged objectively, 
fairly and constructively.   That’s not 
an easy task.  For example, after judg-
ing each entry independently of the 
others, you find that you have four 
with the same highest score.  What 
do you do?  You go back over the four 
entries and become super critical.  
Sometimes the difference between 
a trophy and second place can be a 
mere period, misspelled word , or 
some other criteria that may seem 
trivial to the author, editor or poet, 
but makes the difference.  I should 
tell you that most judges hate to take 
points off.  They would like to see ev-
ery entry get a trophy.  Alas, only one 
entry can receive the trophy.
 
 In the “Suggestions for Judging” 
that each judge receives, the judges 
are first asked to read and familiar-
ize themselves with their category’s 
guidelines, score sheet and scoring 
criteria.  They are then asked to begin 
an evaluation  worksheet for each en-
try to record observations as the re-
view process proceeds.   Most judges 
spend hours judging each entry – 
reading it over, sometimes  three or 
more  times, before they begin the 
scoring process.     During the scoring 
process, judges are asked to  let the 
author and editors of the entry know 
why points  have been deducted and 
make positive suggestions and show 
appreciation for the contributor’s 
participation and effort.
 

edITOr’s cOrner
by Mary Bateman, BEAC Chair

continued on page 7
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Wildacres Fall classes –  September 1 – 7, 2014 – Speaker in Residence:  Justin Zzyzx

Class & Instructor Description
Cabochons - Basic
     Al DeMilo

Hands-on instruction will be given to show how to transform a rough piece into a shiny, well-formed cabochon. The 
use of a trim saw as well as techniques to grind, sand and polish the stone into a standard size and shape will be 
covered. Slabs will be provided, but you may use your own with instructor’s approval. Students should bring safety 
glasses and an apron. No prior experience necessary. 2-day class offered first semester.

Cabochons - Intermediate
     Al DeMilo

This course is an extension of already learned skills. It will focus on the crafting of cabochons of difficult shapes 
and sizes. Much one-to-one attention will be given. Slabs will be provided, but you may use your own with 
instructor’s approval. 2-day class offered second semester. Pre-requisite: Students must know how to use the 
trim saw, dop a stone and use a grinding, sanding and polishing machine.

Geology I
     Rob Robinson

A basic introduction to rocks and minerals and the study of the earth. The class will include a discussion and class 
activity about how geologists interpret rocks to tell geologic history related to their formation, deformation and 
sequence and timing of events. Weather permitting there will be a field trip to local rock exposures to illustrate lo-
cal rock types, the deformation types, and how a geologist maps and interprets structures (only limited walking is 
required.) Please bring a loupe or other magnification, hiking boots or sturdy shoes and outdoor clothes for the half-
day field trips. Geologic hammer and safety glass are also desirable. (Do not bring a nail hammer – they are unsafe 
to hit rocks.) 2-day class offered first semester. No prior experience needed.

Geology II
     Rob Robinson

An overview of plate tectonics, geologic history, and the geology of the Blue Ridge region and its minerals. We 
will discuss the geologic environments hosting mineral and gem collecting sites. Come prepared to identify some 
of your favorite collecting localities to be part of this exercise. Weather permitting there will be a field trip to the 
Blue Ridge Museum sowing local rocks and geologic history and another to see local geology. (A one-mile walk 
over gentle trails is required for the geology trip.) Some knowledge of basic geology preferred. Please refer to 
Geology I for suggested tools, clothing and magnification. 2-day class offered second semester.

Glass Engraving & Etching
     B. Jay Bowman

Students will learn the difference between engraving and etching. They will learn how to engrave using  both 
hand and power tools. They will learn to etch using acid and sand techniques with both commercial and self-
made patterns. 2-day class offered both semesters. No prior experience necessary.

Faceting
     Steve Weinberger

Students will learn to cut and polish a 57 facet round brilliant gemstone. In addition, they will learn how to identify well-
cut stones, select rough material and see whether or not they enjoy this fascinating aspect      of the hobby. Students 
are asked to bring an optivisor and/or jeweler’s loupe if they have one. No prior experience necessary. 4-day class.

Lost Wax Casting
     Fred Sias

This is not a wax design course although you may have an opportunity to create an original wax ring model. 
Students will learn the basic techniques for lost-wax jewelry casting. Using commercial wax models, students 
will learn proper methods for repairing wax models, attaching sprues, investing, burnout, casting and final 
finishing of jewelry. 4-day class. No prior experience required.

Silversmithing - Session I
     Pat Baker

Students will learn to make a textured sterling silver ring (band) and a textured sterling silver pendant with   a 
pearl in the center. No prior experience necessary. 2-day class offered first semester.

Silversmithing - Session II
     Pat Baker

Students will learn to make a forged, twisted bar and loop sterling silver chain and have the option of a ring, 
pendant or brooch with a set stone as their second project. No experience required, although those with sol-
dering experience can make more advanced projects. 2-day class offered second semester. 

Soapstone Carving
     Sandy Cline

This class will provide a general introduction to the carving of soapstone.  You will develop a working knowledge 
of the material, tools, safe handling issues and the methods used to complete a carving.  You will produce a simple 
piece and progress to making a more advanced sculpture of your choice.  The development of your own personal 
style will be encouraged.  No prior experience needed.  2-day class offered both semesters.

Wire-wrapped Jewelry - Basic
     Jan Stephens

Students will learn the fundamentals of wire art jewelry.  Students will create bracelets, rings and pendants of 
wire and incorporate natural stones, beads, and / or faceted gems into various simple, yet elegant designs.  No 
prior experience necessary.  2-day class offered first semester.
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 You’ve read about it, heard about 
it, and talked about it.  There are laws 
governing it, and it has a lot of people 
thinking about it. In our busy travel-
ing hobby we need to be aware of it 
because we travel to meetings, travel 
to club outings, travel to digs and 
field trips, we travel to shows and 
rock shops –and back.  All that trav-
eling should give us cause to think 
a great deal about it.  Perhaps you 
have surmised the nature of the “it” 
mentioned here.  The “it” is mobile 
phone, cell phone use while driving.

 We are a traveling society and a 
traveling hobby.  After all, the rocks 
don’t often come to us - we go to 
them.  It is a natural desire to use our 
travel time to good advantage keep-
ing in touch with our busy lives.  As 
soon as we divert some of our atten-
tion from driving to communication, 
we officially enter multi-tasking land.

 There are a good many folks who 
feel they are able to multi-task along 
with the best of them.  Well, I’ve read 
survey after survey, study after study 
and it seems as though, even under 
the best of circumstances, perhaps as 
many as 2% of drivers exhibit a small 
bit of multi-tasking ability.  In general, 
even though some may have some 
small modicum of ability to multi-
task, even the best of us are not good 
enough at it to do so while driving!

 Let’s mention some modern dis-
tractions as we attempt to multi-task 
while driving:
 1.  Some of us interact with devic-
es during text to speech, and speech 
to text interfaces – this is a distraction.
 2.  Talking on a hand’s free de-
vice, whether in the phone or built 
into the car, is a distraction.
 3.  Talking on a hand held device 
is a distraction.

 4.  Texting while driving is a dis-
traction.
 5.  Listening to an audio book 
while driving is a distraction.
 6.  Simply listening to a radio pro-
gram is a distraction, although not 
quite on par with the other five dis-
tractions listed above.
 7.  Knitting, reading the newspa-
per, reading a book, shaving, doing 
ones nails, cleaning ones eyeglasses 
(and yes, I personally have witnessed 
folks doing all of these as they have 
passed me on the highway) are all, 
yes, you guessed it – distractions.

 Any effort at multi-tasking adds an-
other task onto the already complicated 
task of driving.  Driving is not just a vi-
sual activity.  Driving also involves how 
the seat feels as it presses on our body.  
Driving involves sensing movement cues 
– pedestrians, moose, vehicles, bikes, 
and birds, etc.  Driving means sensing 
how the vehicle is handling.  Driving 
keeps us aware of vehicle noises and 
surrounding noises such as those from 
emergency vehicles.  Driving requires 
monitoring optical effects – glare and 
reflections.  Our brains are already full 
of driving needs when we are behind 
the wheel.  Driving with additional dis-
tractions is just something we don’t do 
well.  As we add distractions such as tak-
ing our eyes off the road while texting 
or pressing a speed dial number, or fo-
cusing on an important conversation, or 
fumbling with a seat adjustor, or fussing 
with the A/C unit buttons simply adds 
too much for our brains to handle well.

 There are accidents we sometimes 
see ahead of time – and thus offers us 
time to process.  Seriously – sometimes 
we will monitor a fast car coming up 
behind us zipping from lane to lane as 
it races to save a few seconds time on 
the commute home.  Sometimes ahead 
of us we will see a car not--all-that-far-

enough pulled into the emergency lane 
with cars swerving around it – at high 
speed.  Sometimes we will see a line of 
brake lights ahead of us as we approach 
a lane (or two or three) of road bottle-
neck.  All these things give us a few mo-
ments of precious time to react.  

 It is often the case however, when 
the time we have to react is a 1/2 sec-
ond, or maybe even a full one and 1/2 
seconds.  What if, however, that 1/2 
second occurs when we have our eyes 
down or side cast while texting, or 
fumbling with a seat adjustor button?  
Sometimes that 1/2 second contains a 
life saving or life risking decision and it 
would be nice to think our brains were 
clearly focused on the driving tasks 
during the precious small amount of 
reaction time wouldn’t it.

 Another serious consideration 
to texting and other distractions is 
that there are altogether too many of 
such distracted folks on the road, and 
so we, as good rockhounds and driv-
ers, need to be ever vigilant and on 
the watch for such drivers.  Certainly 
you would not want to pay the price 
for someone else’s distraction.

 Because we have a traveling hob-
by yet we still need to be safe and stay 
in contact we might ask – what is a 
person to do and still stay in touch?  
Some possible solutions – share the 
driving so that there is a passenger 
who can be responsible for some of 
the communicating.  Pull over where it 
can be done legally and safely to stop 
and talk.  Let the phone do what it was 
designed to do and take messages – 
they are very good at that.  If you have 
a field trip caravan, have a designated 
communicator in each vehicle.  You 
can do this; you can be safe.

safeTy MaTTers  – TaLK TIMe
by Ellery Borow, EFMLS Safety Chair

continued on page 7
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 By all means make an effort to 
be aware of your state’s laws on us-
ing cell and mobile phones.  Know 
not just your own state’s laws, but 
the laws of the states through which 
you will be passing.  Even if your area 
permits some cell and mobile phone 
use while driving, please do so safely 
and avoid becoming distracted – it’s 
just not worth the horrific price some 
people have paid for the talking time.

 Please be safe – it’s an interesting 
(yet distracting) world out there!

safeTy MaTTers
continued from page 6

 We have discussed James Hutton 
the Father 
of modern 
geology and 
Charles Ly-
ell whose 
Volume I 
is arguably 
the most fa-
mous geolo-
gy book ever 
written. By 

this point in the Scientific Revolution, 
Modern Geology will need a classifica-
tion system for rocks and minerals and 
that classification system will require 
the assistance of a very old science 
that is turning a brand new page during 
the Scientific Revolution. But before 
we can move forward in time we first 
must go much further back in time. The 
point in time I pick to begin this story is 
arbitrary; it in no way is the beginning. 
Humankind has been conducting hun-
dreds of thousands of experiments, for 
thousands of years before this arbitrary 
beginning, but I must start somewhere.

 We are in Egypt 3,500 years ago or 
1500 B.C.E. (Before the Common Era) 
if you prefer. We are at a university at 
Memphis on the Nile. It is sunny and 
hot, with no chance of rain. The uni-
versity teaches reading and writing in 
hieroglyphic symbols as well as meth-
ods of measurement, weighing and 
surveying. Precise measurement and 
weighing will be key to the advance of 
science; to that end the Egyptian Bal-
ance is invented. This balance is the 
basis for most modern precision bal-
ances. Picture the statue that we call 
Lady Justice and the ancients called the 
Goddess Justice; the scale she holds is 
the Egyptian Balance. That must have 
been quite a demotion for the Goddess 
Justice to become Lady Justice. I bet we 
pay her less than Lord Justice too.

 A large project was undertaken 
that would require an almost endless 
series of experiment, to determine 
the effect of heat upon all known sub-
stances. You may ask why? But you 
have asked the wrong question, rather, 
why not? After all, heat is the only tool 
available to change substances and 
they are compelled to understand their 
world and how to manipulate the ma-
terials of the world. Experiments are 
conducted and the results recorded. 
Substances are added together in mea-
sured quantities, heated and the re-
sults recorded. The vast majority of ex-
periments yield no useful information, 
but a few do. This method of experi-
mentation is still used today - we call it 
Trial and Error. Eventually much useful 
information is amassed. The Egyptians 
found that when combining a white 
precipitate from a dried lakebed with 
ground limestone and fine sand in just 
the right quantities is heated intensely, 
the result is clear glass. We express this 
as sodium carbonate Na2 CO3  plus cal-
cium carbonate Ca CO3 plus silicon di-
oxide Si O2. A great deal can be learned 
with this approach but eventually Hu-
mankind needs more.

 Before Humankind can make that 
next advance, thousands of years go by. 
Why does so much time have to flow 
by? One answer is people do not like 
change. We all have the routine of our 
lives, how often do we change that? Get 
a group of people together and change 
is even more difficult. How often do 
things change in your Club? I already 
know your answer, “All the time and I 
don’t like it!” The US Government says 
that after a nuclear conflict many unin-
jured that are young and old will starve 
because they will not eat food that does 
not taste familiar. Simon & Garfunkel’s 

aLcheMy
by Andy B. Celmer, EFMLS Historian

continued on page 8

 It is no wonder that when asked 
to help with the judging that the num-
ber of those who agree to the task 
are getting fewer and fewer.    This 
year it reached a crisis level.  After 
getting replies  such as (1) a down-
right “no,” (2) I really don’t have the 
time, (3) I’ve done it before and it’s 
too much work, (4) I have too many 
other things to do, etc. and two cat-
egories with no judges, at the very 
last minute someone volunteered to 
judge a large category with many en-
trants.    We are eternally grateful to 
all the judges who did say yes.
 
 Each year, it gets more difficult to 
get judges.  Let us hope that next year 
all who are asked to be judges say 
“yes, I will happily do it.”  We cannot 
have the BEAC contest without judg-
es, the same 
as we cannot 
have the con-
test without 
entries.

edITOr’s cOrner
continued from page 4
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precipitation and sublimation.

 A Moslem invention of note is 
the Alembic. A two-part device made 
of high-grade pottery; the lower part 
is somewhat like a flask. The upper 
part is domed shape that fits snugly 
onto the top of the flask. The upper 
dome shape also has a downward 
sloping tube for catching conden-
sate. Material is placed in the lower 
part and the top part is attached and 
placed on a fire. As vapors rise from 
the lower part they strike the cooler 
dome, condense and run down the 
tube for collection. It wasn’t long 
before some added water-cooling 
to the downward sloping tube, thus 
inventing the first still. Moonshiners 
have never looked back! Alcohol is 
a good solvent for plants that could 
not be dissolved in water and some 
of these have medical value. 

 But pottery has its limitations. 
When the ingredients that produced 
Nitric Acid are heated in the alembic, 
the vessel is ruined and the fumes 
from the alembic could damage the 
lungs. Further, they found only gold 
and glass could contain the liquid. 
Therefor a one piece, all glass vessel is 
needed. A large glass bubble is blown 
at the end of a long neck. As the glass 
cools the bubble is allowed to sag at 
about a right angle to the neck. The 
first glass retort is invented, probably 
by a guy named Andy B. Concentrat-
ed Nitric Acid, aqua fortis is produced 
by the glass retort. It can separate 
silver from gold and test the purity 
of gold, no small thing! A mixture of 
concentrated Nitric and concentrated 
Hydrochloric, aqua regia is produced. 
As is oil of vitriol, concentrated Sul-
phuric acid. But it is still hundreds of 
years till the scientific revolution and 
I have surpassed a thousand words 

by going on an’ on an’ on. I haven’t 
even mentioned metals! Maybe it’s 
time for another visit to the EFMLS 
archives. We’ll see. 

 Till next time when I’ll see you at 
our same Rock Time and our same 
Rock Station!

aLcheMy
continued from page 7

At The Zoo expresses this best perhaps 
when they observe, “Orangutans are 
skeptical of changes in their cages.” We 
are all skeptical of changes in our cages. 
This goes back very far in time. But I 
what? Digress, yes that’s right!

 The time period is 700 to 1100 CE, 
(the Common Era) and we call it the 
Arabian or Moslem Period. Rapid ad-
vances in culture, industry and science 
mark the time. Great Moslem universi-
ties are founded. Branches of Mathe-
matics originating in India are adopted 
and expanded. Improved methods of 
using numbers and computing calcu-
lations are introduced. Through these 
calculations lunar eclipse and tides are 
predicted. The eighth century finds the 
Arab Scholar Geber or Jabir, born Abu 
Musa Jabir ibn Hayyan, working with 
his students. 

 He is referred to in some texts as an 
alchemist. When this term came into ex-
istence, I do not know. I also do not know 
when “alchemist” became a derogatory 
term. I will use the term to mean one 
who transforms substances because 
that is what all these people are doing. 
In fact they are taking base materials, 
such as limestone, sand and soda and 
producing a valuable material, glass. In 
similar fashion many new materials are 
produced. As we know, one usually has 
to imagine a thing/material/machine/
process before one can try to produce it. 
Perhaps we should forgive the alchemist 
for having too much imagination.
 
 Suffice it to say Jabir works out 
the steps to produce chemicals in 
pure form. Avicenna or ibn-Sina de-
scribes how the steps described by 
Jabir can be applied on an industrial 
scale. The processes are still in use 
today: crystallization, fractional crys-
tallization, decantation, filtration, 

 Who taught you about rocks 
and miner-
als?  A teacher, 
friend, rela-
tive, or maybe 
a stranger you 
met at an in-
teresting site?  

 If they were 
enjoying them-

selves and were interested in the 
rocks, fossils, whatever, they were 
finding, maybe their enthusiasm 
infected you!  You were fascinated 
enough to pursue this new hobby. 

 Now, have you returned the fa-
vor?  Have you tempted someone 
to follow your footsteps and excited 
them to collect, research, etc ? Then 
perhaps you are the person we are 
looking for to honor as a candidate 
for Each One Teach One!  

 I’m sure members of your club 
have seen your enthusiasm, heard 
you encouraging others and are 
thinking about filling out the quick 
and easy application so you will be 
on your way to being a winner; in 
more ways than one!

whO dOne IT?
by Betsy Oberheim
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un-sung PraIse
by Ellery Borow, ACROY Chair

 It is time for a change from un-
sung praises to be heralded, pro-
claimed and sung praises.  In the 
AFMS Club Rockhound of the Year 
program we would like to herald, pro-
claim and sing the praises of the help-
ful, supporting, volunteering, and all 
‘round generous with their effort to 
grow our club’s members.

 Every club has good folks within 
their ranks who do under-appreciat-
ed, dedicated and even outstanding 
work to support their club.

 We would like to encourage you 
or perhaps your club to send the 
name of these dedicated members, 
a brief write-up (100 words or less) 
of what they do to support the club, 
your name as the submitter, and club 
affiliation so that we can proudly an-
nounce to all EFMLS clubs who your 
fabulous member is.

 But wait, as they say. there’s 
more!!!  We will even see that your 
honoree is heralded and praises 
sung in the AFMS Newsletter so that 
clubs and club members across the 
country know how fortunate you 
are.  Such a deal!

 The details...Clubs may submit 
the name of one member (or two if 
a couple) and the name of one junior 
member per year for this honor.  Next 
year you may select another honoree.  
Send the information noted above to 
me (address is on page ___of this is-
sue) and I’ll do the rest.

 Give me a minute and I’ll get my 
singing voice in shape - then stand 
back.  Let the singing of the praises 
begin!

ya gOTTa have a TIcKeT TO wIn!
by Carolyn Weinberger, AFMS Endowment Fund 

 The AFMS Endowment Fund rais-
es money each year so that the inter-
est from the invested 
endowment monies 
can be used for a vari-
ety of AFMS sponsored 
programs.  For ex-
ample, funding for the 
junior activities badges 
comes from the AFMS 
Endowment Fund.  
These badges are giv-
en to clubs enrolled in 
the juniors program at no cost.  What 
a wonderful way to encourage kids to 
get into our hobby!

 Over the years several schemes 
have been in place for raising the en-
dowment principal.  Charts and pins 
have been sold and silent auctions 
have been held at conventions.  Most 
recently, and again this year, an an-
nual drawing has been held.  

 Guess who’s selling tickets to 
EFMLS clubs, members and friends?  
Yup!  Me!

 Prizes that can be won if you hold 
the winning ticket can be viewed on 
the AFMS website <www.amfed.org/ 
endow2014.htm>  or you can see 
them in the last few AFMS News is-

sues that can be downloaded from 
the AFMS website if you don’t receive 

a copy.

 Tickets are $5 each 
or 5 for $20.  All pro-
ceeds are deposited 
into the endowment 
fund principal and only 
the interest is used for 
AFMS projects.  Wheth-
er you’re a prize winner 
or not, your monetary 

contribution does make a difference!

 You can obtain one or more tick-
ets by either seeing me at the EFMLS 
Convention at the end of March, 
at Wildacres this April or by send-
ing me your request along with a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope 
and of course your name, address 
and phone number so we can contact 
you if you’re number is called.  By the 
way,  in past years I’ve sold several of 
the winning tickets!  

 The drawing will take place at the 
AFMS Convention this July in Tulsa, 
OK.  You need not be present to win.

 Several clubs routinely purchase a 
block of tickets, then if they win some-
thing, use the prizes as a door prize at 
a club meeting or holiday party.  

 Shown are just three of the prizes 
donated thus far.

Prize #6 - Two 2 lb float coppers, 
metal tag from last operating mine 
in the UP of Michigan and a stock 

certificate.  

Prize #12 - a matched pair of polished 
Quartz geodes from 

Dugway Geode Beds, Juab Co. UT

Prize #11 - a citrine and 
amethyst choker with 

sterling clasp.



2014 EFMLS Wildacres Registration
PLEASE, ONLY one person per form per session

CHECK ONE:    April 7 – 13:__________     September 1 – 7:__________
                                  
	 Please	fill	out	a	separate	registration	form	for	each	person	attending	and	return	to	PAMM	
BRYANT,	Registrar	at	2645	Davis	Mill	Rd,	Goochland,	VA	23063. 		No	registration	will	be	ac-
cepted	prior	to	January	1,	2014.		(To	make	it	easier	for	the	registrar	and	others,	please	do	not	
change	or	revise	this	form.		You	may	photocopy	it	as	needed.)		Please write legibly!

Name	(as	you	wish	it	to	appear	on	your	name	badge):_____________________________________________________

	 Street:___________________________________City:_____________________State:_________Zip:___________

	 Telephone	number	with	area	code:	_______________________e-mail:___________________________________

	 Club/Society	Affiliation:_________________________________________________________________________

	 Fee	for	the	spring	session	is	$390.00	per	person.		Deposit	is	$185	per	person,	payable	with	registration.		
	 Fee	for	the	fall	session	is	$390.00	per	person.		Deposit	is	$185	per	person,	payable	with	registration.
	 Make	checks	payable	to	“EFMLS”.		Balance	of	fee	is	due	30	days	prior	to	start	of	session.		
 No postdated checks will be accepted.

Cancellation	policy:  If unable to attend, fees paid will be refunded if notification is given prior to one month before the 
 session begins.  No refund will be made after that date.

Circle	appropriate	responses:
 Have	you	been	to	Wildacres	before?		Yes_____		No_____	Is	your	Club	paying	your	tuition?			Yes_____	No_____

	 Name	of	roommate:__________________________________________	(If	none,	one	will	be	assigned).
	 	 Are	you:		Male_____	Female	 _____		(No	single	rooms	are	available).						Are	you	a	smoker?			Yes____			No____

	 Do	you	have	any	physical	handicaps	and	/	or	special	dietary	needs?			Yes______		No______			If	YES,	please	explain	on	reverse	side.

 Do	you	have	material	for	exhibiting	that	you	would	be	willing	to	display	at	Wildacres?					Yes_____						No______

	 Do	you	have	a	skill	to	demonstrate	or	a	program	to	share	(up	to	40	minutes)?			 			Yes_____	 				No_____

Class Pre-registration.		
	 See	EFMLS	Newsletter	or	Website	for	class	offerings.	<www.amfed.org/efmls/wildacres.htm>		
	 You	will	either	be	able	to	take	one	4-day	class	or	two	2-day	classes.		All participants must take classes.
 
	 Which	of	the	classes	being	offered	would	you	like	to	take?	Please	indicate	at	least	3	choices	in	order	of	preference	for	each	semes-
ter.	You	will	be	preregistered	for	classes	based	on	your	choices,	but	no	class	placement	is	guaranteed.		Should	your	preferred	class	be	
unavailable	for	any	reason	you	will	be	preregistered	for	another	of	your	choices.	If	no	alternate	class	preference	is	indicated	we	will	pre-
register	you	in	a	class	of	our	choosing,	based	on	availability. 

	 1st	Semester	or	4	day	classe	choices	 	 	 	 	 Second	Semester

 1____________________________________        1_____________________________________ 

	 2____________________________________		 	 	 2_____________________________________

 3____________________________________   3______________________________________   

4____________________________________	 	 	 4______________________________________
(No	registrations	accepted	prior	to	January	1,	2014)
	 	 Mail	to:		Pamm	Bryant,	Wildacres	Registrar;	2645	Davis	Mill	Rd;		Goochland,	VA	23063

If	you	have	any	questions,	please	contact	either	
	 Pamm	Bryant,	Registrar	at	<pjbryant6@juno.com>	or	804-457-4698		or	
	 Fran	Sick,	Director	at	<ednfran@epix.net>	or	570-928-8313.

For Office Use Only

ID	#_________________
Date	Rec'd"____________
Amt.	Paid:_____________
Ck	#:_________________
Amt.	Paid:_____________
Ck	#:_________________

Paid	in	Full:_____________
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EFMLS CoMMittEE ChairS

*Also Eastern Representative 
to American Federation Committee

AFMS Endowment Fund *
 Carolyn Weinberger
 <cscrystals2  at  gmail.com>

AFMS Scholarship Foundation *
 Ken Creed
 <kcreed  at  maine.rr.com>
 

AFMS Ways & Means *  - To be appointed
  

All American Award *
 Hazel Remaley 
 <northridge5  at  verizon.net>

Auction 
 Cheryl Neary  
 <ciervo.neary  at  gmail.com>

Audit
 Donald Pitkin
 <pitkind  at  earthlink.net>

Boundaries *
 Carl Miller 
 <kobold1  at  erols.com>

Budget & Finance
 Merrill Dickinson 
 <medsearchnorth  at  comcast.net>

Bulletin Editors Advisory *
 Mary Bateman
 <mbateman1  at  verizon.net>

Bylaws / Parliamentarian
 Steve Weinberger
 <cscrystals2  at  gmail.com>

Club Rockhound of the Year *
 Ellery Borow
 207-547-3154

Conservation & Legislation *
 Toni Donchak
 <adonchak  at  verizon.net>

Convention Advisory
 Matt Charsky
 <matt2430  at  comcast.net>

Directory
 Carolyn Weinberger 
 <cscrystals2  at  gmail.com>

Each One Teach One
 Betsy Oberheim
 <Aoberheim3  at  comcast.net>

Eastern Foundation Fund
 Fran Sick
 <ednfran  at  epix.net>

 
Historian
 Andy Celmer
 <abcpec  at  comcast.net>

Insurance Coordinator
 Carl Miller  
 <kobold1  at  erols.com>

Junior Activities *
 Darryl Powell
 <diamonddan  at  rochester.rr.com> 

Operating Procedures 
 Steve Weinberger   
 <cscrystals2  at  gmail.com>

Safety * 
 Ellery Borow
 207-547-3154
 

Show Coordinator
 Matt Charsky
 <matt2430  at  comcast.net>

Slide & Video Librarian *
 Ken Tudor
  <ktudor  at  yahoo.com>

Supplies
 Suzie  Milligan
 <smilligan  at  stny.rr.com>

Uniform Rules
 David Brandon  
 <brandonbuilds  at  verizon.net>

 
Ways & Means (EFMLS) 
 Cheryl Neary 
 <ciervo.neary  at  gmail.com>

Webmaster
 Dan Imel
  <lapidry  at  aol.com>

Wildacres Workshop Committee
 Steve Weinberger, Chair 
 <cscrystals2  at  gmail.com>

 Gerry Cox
 <gerryannec  at  verizon.net>

 Al DeMilo
 <abdemilo  at  verizon.net>

 Bonnie Hird
 <bmwitt  at  citynet.net>
 
 Valerie Johnson
   <moon  at  copper.net>
 
 Richard Meszler
 <rmeszler  at  comcast.net>

 John Milligan
 <jmilligan  at  stny.rr.com>

 Director
 Fran Sick
 <ednfran  at  epix.net>   
 
 Registrar
 Pamm Bryant
  <pjbryant6  at  juno.com>
  

Nominating (Elected committee)
 Loren Patterson (Chair)
 <lorenpatterson  at  gmss.us>

 Pamm Bryant 
 <pjbryant6  at  juno.com>

 Katie Collins 
 <kathleenc55  at  cox.net>

 RJ Harris
 <roqfreq  at  rjharris.com>

 Bob Livingston
 <gemguy  at  verizon.net>

 Cheryl Neary 
 <ciervo.neary  at  gmail.com>

 Wayne Sukow
 <d8olite  at  fastmail.fm>
 
 
 
  
 
  

EFMLS CoMMittEE ChairS

rEgionaL  ViCE PrESidEntS

Region I
 Kathleen Collins
 138 Hubbard St
 Glastonbury, CT 06033
 860-659-2026
 <kathleenc55  at  cox.net>

Region II
 Janice Kowalski
 104 Belmont Av
 Long Beach, NY 11561-3807 
 516-319-8883
 <janicekw  at  hotmail.com>

Region III
 David Brandon
 51 South 39th St
 Camp Hill, PA 17011
 717-232-5532
 <brandonbuilds  at  verizon.net>

Region IV
 Jean Charsky
 2430 N Glebe Rd
 Arlington, VA 22207
 703-522-7415
 <Jean2430  at  comcast.net>

Region V
 Judy Budnik
 2948 Rontina Dr
 Goshen, OH 45122-9300
 513-575-1990
 <wisoh  at  msn.com>

Region VI
 Barbara Fenstermacher
 118 Ashwood Dr
 Aiken, SC 29801
 803-649-0959
 <bfenster2  at  bellsouth.net>
 

Region VII
 Kim Cochran
 2695 Van Ct
 Snellville, GA 30278
 770-979-8331

 
Region VIII
 Michelle Renné
 6550 S Congress Ave
 Lake Worth, FL 33462
 561-969-3291
 <pgrm4  at  aol.com>

*Also Eastern Representative 
to American Federation Committee
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EFMLS NEwS
 Carolyn Weinberger, editor

 Po box 302
 glyndon, Md 21071-0302

Visit the eFMls Website

<WWW.aMFed.org/eFMls>

ViSit A Show
from Matt Charsky

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit #189

Owings Mills, MD 
21117

If you are an EFMLS member club and 
would like to have your show or swap listed 
here, send information to Matt Charsky, 
EFMLS Show Coordinator at 2430 N 
Glebe Rd; Arlington, VA 22207 or e-mail 
at <matt2430@comcast.net>.

March:
 22-23:  45th Annual Che-Hanna Rock 
& Mineral Club Show sponsored by the 
Che-Hanna Rock & Mineral Club.  Athens 
Twp. Volunteer Fire Hall, Sayre, PA.

 22-23:  Mineral and Jewelry Show 
sponsored by the Franklin Co. Rock & 
Mineral Club.  Hamilton Heights Elemen-
tary School, 1589 Johnson Rd; Chambers-
burg, PA

 22-23:  46th Annual Gem, Mineral, 
Fossil Show sponsored by the Buffalo 
Geological Society.  The Fairgrounds Mar-
ket & Grange Buildings, Hamburg, NY.

 28-29:  44th Annual Uniflour Gem, 
Mineral, Bead, Fossil & Jewelry Show 
sponsored by the Catawba Valley Gem & 
Mineral Club.  Hickory Metro Convention 
Center, I-40, Exit 125, Hickory, NC. 

 29-30: Philadelphia Mineral Trea-
sures & Fossil Fair and EFMLS Annual 
Convention sponsored by the Philadel-
phia Mineralogical Society & Delaware 
Valley Pale ontological Society. LuLu Tem
ple, 5140 Butler Pike, Plymouth Meet-
ing, PA. EFMLS Annual Meeting: Friday, 
March 28.

April:
 5 – 6:  Southern Tier Geology Club an-
nual show sponsored by the NY Southern 
Tier Geology Club.  Johnson City Sr. Citizens 
Center, 30 Brocton St; Johnson City, NY

 5-6:  Annual Show sponsored by the 
New Haven Mineral Club.  Amity Regional 
Middle School, Sheffield Rd; Orange, CT

 12-13:  10th Annual Rock, Gem & 
Mineral Show sponsored by the SE New 
Hampshire Mineral Club.  Dover Veter-
an’s Community Center, 156 Back River 
Rd; Dover, NH 

 19-20:  31st Annual Gem, Mineral & 
Jewelry Show sponsored by the Maine 
Mineralogical & Geological Society.  St. 
Joseph’s College, Alfond Center, 278 
White’s Bridge Rd; Standish, ME

 26-27:  42nd Annual NJESA Gem & 
Mineral Show (plus outdoor swap and 
sell) sponsored by the  New Jersey Earth 
Science Association, Franklin-Ogdens-
burg Mineralogical Society and Ster-
ling Hill Mining Museum (NJ).  Franklin 
School, 50 Washington Ave., Franklin, NJ

May :
 3 – 4:  Annual show sponsored 
by the North Shore Rock & Min-
eral Club. Topsfield Fairgrounds, 
Rt.1 (207 Boston Street), Topsfield, MA.

 3 – 4:  Annual Gem & Mineral Show 
sponsored by the Mineral Society of NE 
Pennsylvania.  St Josephs Oblates Semi-
nary, 1880 Hwy 315; Pittston, PA

 17- 18:  46th Annual “World of Gems 
& Minerals” sponsored by the Berks 
Mineralogical Society.  Leesport Farmers 
Market Banquet Hall, Rt 61; Leesport, PA

 24:  25th Annual Chesapeake Gem & 
Mineral Show hosted by the Chesapeake 
Gem & Mineral Society.  Ruhl Armory, 
York Rd at I-695; Towson, MD

June:
 7:  Spring Mineralfest – Mineral, 
Fossil and Gem Show sponsored by the 
Pennsylvania Earth Sciences Association.  
Macungie Memorial Park, Macungie, PA

 7-8:  Annual Mineral, Gem, Jewelry, 
Fossil Show, Sell & Swap sponsored by 
the Orange Co. Mineral Society.  Museum 
Village, 1010 Route 17M, Monroe, NY.


