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On The InsIde
  I am honored to announce that the 2014 AFMS 
Honorary Scholarship Recipient from the Eastern 
Federation is Dr. Ryan Mathur, Professor and Chair 
of Geology at Juniata College, Huntington, PA.  
 
 Dr. Mathur is a native of York, PA and graduat-
ed from Juniata College in 1997 with a bachelor’s 
degree in geology/history .  He went on to earn a 
doctorate in geosciences at the University of Ari-
zona in 2000. 
 
 He served as a teaching assistant while at Ari-
zona, teaching such courses as Chemical Evolution of the Earth, Physical Geol-
ogy and Introduction to Geochemistry.  His teaching interests include Structural 
Geology, Hydrogeology and New-classes Geophysics, Death and Destruction by 
Nature and Mining in the Americas. 
 
 Dr. Mathur’s research focuses on using geochemistry to investigate the evo-
lution of ore deposits.  He is also interested in creating a research program to 
analyze the water quality of the Susquehanna River Basin.  His research has 
been published in Earth and Planetary Science Letters, Journal of South Ameri-
can Earth Sciences, Mineralium Deposita and Economic Geology.  
 
 Dr. Mathur received First Place in the University of Arizona Graduate Stu-
dent Showcase in 2000.  While at Arizona, he received the Tucson Gem & Min-
eral Society Scholarship and the Sulzer Earth Science Scholarship.  

 During the next few months he will select two earth science graduate 
students who will receive the monetary awards from the AFMS Scholarship 
Foundation.
 
 On a personal note - I am very impressed with this young man.  He has quite 
list of accomplishments for his age and I would enjoy tagging along on one of his 
field trips with his students !!  

dr. ryan MaThur naMed aFMs schOlarshIp hOnOree
by Hazel Remaley, EFMLS President
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 In previous messages to you, I have mentioned 
the BEAC .  Do all of you know what the initials stand 
for?  Bulletin Editors Advisory Committee!!  The 
chairperson for this important competition is a spe-
cial person who receives entries from club editors, 
sends them out to individuals who judge them and 
then all results are compiled to find the high scores 
in individual categories .  The awards are made at 
the BEAC breakfast which is usually held on the Sunday morning of the annual 
convention weekend.  For the last several years the website contest results are 
announced then also .  

 So now you know about the editors competition.  How much do you as 
individual clubs value your bulletin editor?  You better be glad you have one!  It 
doesn’t matter if they publish a one page or 14 page edition. They are the folks 
who get the information out to the club members about club functions such as 
upcoming meetings, the minutes of the last meeting, field trips, member birth-
days and anniversaries and illnesses, shows and museums to visit, and oh! so 
much more.  
 
 Where does all this information come from?   Some very interesting articles 
come from club bulletins from across the country via exchanging with fellow 
editors .  You might notice that some information is very current while some is 
several years old, but still interesting, and most likely never seen in your club 
bulletin.  
 
 Bottom line, we are lucky to have bulletin editors in our clubs.  As far as 
I’m concerned, it is the second most important position next to the presi-
dent!!  And in most clubs it is not an elected position .  So, value your edi-
tor.  Send articles, pictures, poems and information to them to share with 
others.  I read many club bulletins and am impressed with the contents.  
So, at your next club meeting, thank your editor !!  Make his or her day !!
 
 I’m looking forward to seeing and meeting you at the convention in 
Plymouth Meeting, PA at the end of March.  Don’t forget to register your 
club delegates by March 12 so they can vote at the meeting!   

The presIdenT’s leTTer
by Hazel Remaley, EFMLS President

lasT call FOr dues!
from Jean Charsky, EFMLS Treasurer

 March 1 is the deadline for renewing club membership in the EFMLS.  Af-
ter that date, your club will lose it’s benefits --- insurance, use of the program 
library, first acceptance at Wildacres Workshops etc.  We don’t want that to hap-
pen!  
 
 If your club has not yet renewed, download a copy of the February EFMLS 
News at <www.amfed.org/efmls>, then fill it in and write that check asap.
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 There’s still time to sign up! Join us March 28 - 30 
in Plymouth Meeting PA for an outstanding two-club 
show and an opportunity to 
learn about and enjoy your 
Eastern Federation of Mineral-
ogical and Lapidary Societies. 
 
 The Philadelphia Min-
eralogical Society and the 
Delaware Valley Paleonto-
logical Society invite you 
to Mineral Treasures + Fos-
sil Fair - an annual tradi-
tion that celebrates natural 
history. The show features 
fossil and mineral specimen dealers, scientific lec-
tures, a display from Philadelphia’s Academy of 
Natural Sciences, fossil and mineral exhibits and 
demonstrations by the Leidy Microscopical Society. 
 
 The EFMLS holds a superb auction at the show 
and celebrates its annual convention with an in-
formal gathering of clubs, an annual meeting, and 
an awards banquet at the convention’s hotel site. 
 
 We are gathering at the DoubleTree Suites Hotel, a 
beautiful and comfortable place with an incomparable 
breakfast and dinner buffet menu. (If you book a room 
online, use the code “MIN” to get your convention rate.) 
 
 Take part in the field trips that our clubs are sponsor-
ing! We are excited to show you a classic Victorian-style 
natural history museum, the Wagner Free Institute of Sci-
ence, and we hope you’ll join us on an excursion to the 
Wissahickon Creek of Fairmount Park to learn about the 
classic metamorphic geology of the Philadelphia area. 
 
 Come early or stay late! Plymouth Meeting is just out-
side Philadelphia so you can get your history fix by visiting 
the Constitution Center and Independence Park in the city 
or touring Valley Forge Monument, not far from our venue. 
Science and art have honored places in the Philadelphia 
area, from the Philadelphia Art Museum to Audubon’s home 
in Mill Grove and from the Franklin Institute to the Morris 
Arboretum. You’ll be near West Chester, Wayne and Devon 
and may find much to interest you outside Philadelphia. 
 
 Give us a call for more information or if you would like 
to register. We hope to accommodate everyone! We are 

There’s sTIll TIMe TO regIsTer!
by Karenne Snow, Convention Chair

looking forward to welcoming you to our communities, to 
our show, and to the fun of a convention.

Sidebar:
 Show:  LuLu Shriners Temple
   5140 Butler Pike, Plymouth Meeting, PA

 Convention:  DoubleTree Suites Hotel
   640 Fountain Rd; Plymouth Meeting, PA
   610-834-8300

 Registration Forms and Contact Information:
   <amfed.org/efmls/convention>
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 The EFMLS annual auction will be held on Saturday, March 29th at 3:30 pm 
in the Merrymac Room at the LuLu Temple.

 Again, as I have stated in the past- donated items, 
such as rocks, minerals, fossils, jewelry, beads, books 
or magazines about our hobby- geology, mineralogy, 
lapidary, etc.  will be on the auction block. 

 You can participate at the convention by either 
donating an item (or more!) or bidding at the event.  
Can’t make it to this years’ exciting event? There is 

still time to donate.  Perhaps a neighboring club has a member or two attending 
and you can send your items with them.  Perhaps you can reach out to them?

 You can also send your donation to me no later than March 17th.  Email me 
at <ciervo.neary@gmail.com>  or call me at 516.449.5341.  You can inform me 
what items you will be sending and I will give you an address to ship them to.

 Lastly, if you are attending the convention, and I hope you would consider 
attending the event- then you can personally hand me the item(s) preferably at 
either the Cracker Meeting at 4:45 pm or the Annual Meeting @ 7:30 pm.

 So why an auction?

 This is a means to fund the principal of the Eastern Foundation Fund.  The 
interest generated from the fund is used to support a variety of EFMLS special 
programs, which you and your club benefit from!

 So, if you or your club is interested in helping 
fund activities for EFMLS, this is a great venue!

 Bring money - (quite a bit!) - there is a great deal 
of nice “stuff”!

 Hope to see you at 3:30 pm on -March 29th!

gOIng Once - gOIng TwIce......sOld
by Cheryl Neary, Auction Chair

 Hopefully, all the snow, ice 
and frigid 
weather has 
gone back to 
the Arctic and 
spring is just  
around the 
corner.   That 
means that 

the convention is almost upon us 
as well as the awards at the edi-
tors’ and web masters breakfast.
 
 There were not many entries 
in most categories this year which 
means your club stands a better 
than average chance of getting a 
top award.  Disappointingly, there 
were no entries in the mini bul-
letin nor junior article categories.  
It’s difficult to believe that not one 
junior in the Federation wrote an 
article for one of the newsletters.  
Maybe for the 2014 articles?????
 
 One problem that we ran into 
this year is that the U.S. Postal 
Service returned at least two club 
packets back to the club.  The rea-
son given was “the heightened 
security concerns.”    The security 
rules require that “Any mail that 
bears postage stamps and weighs 
more than 13 ounces” must be tak-
en inside the post office and pre-
sented to a postal clerk.  The postal 
clerk will stamp it safe and send it 
on its merry way.  This information 
will be added to the 2015 notes for 
2014 bulletin submissions.  Hope-
fully, we were able to accommo-
date all to whom this happened.
 
 This year’s entries are in the 
process of being sorted, ranked and 

edITOr’s cOrner
by Mary Bateman, BEAC Chair

certificates and/or award plaques 
completed getting ready for the 
breakfast.   The editors’ breakfast 
will be at 8:00 A.M.  on March 30 
at the DoubleTree Suites by Hilton 
at 640 Fountain Road, Plymouth 
Meeting. PA  19462.  The awards 
will be presented (along with the 

Web awards) at about 8:30 A.M.

  There are a lot of clubs that are 
within a short distance of Plym-
outh Meeting (just outside Phila-
delphia) and we hope to see all of 
you there.  Have a safe journey.
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 Moving on is what folks do in our 
busy society 
and in our busy 
clubs.  Some-
times in our 
clubs a trea-
surer or presi-
dent or editor 
may hold their 
position for 

years and years.  In most instances, 
however, after serving faithfully for a 
few years, a person is ready to move 
up, ease down, slide over, or simply 
move on.

 With all the many moves pos-
sible in a club, an outgoing president 
would hand the incoming officer “the 
files”.  The departing editor hands the 
new editor “the files”, the departing 
treasurer passes “the files” to the 
newly elected treasurer.  I’m sure you 
see the pattern emerging here.  The 
wealth of experience and history of 
the club is passed on, added to, and 
continues helping to grow a club with 
its accumulated wisdom.

 In growing a club, matters of 
safety are important in keeping a 
club on the path of growth.  A club’s 
new safety chair (hopefully your club 
indeed has a safety chair) deserves 
the same path to growth.  They de-
serve to be handed “the files” from 
the outgoing chair.

 No doubt every club would have 
in its safety files both specific to their 
club safety materials, and general to 
the hobby guidelines.  General safety 
items in the file might include items 
such as the AFMS Safety Manual, a 
regional organization’s safety guide-
lines, v=perhaps a binder containing 
years of AFMS or regional federa-
tion newsletter safety articles, and 
maybe an accumulation of various 

safety tips.  Club specific safety files 
may include such things as a list of 
supplies and equipment included in 
their first aid kit (you do have a first 
aid kit don’t you?), a list of specific 
safety guidelines for your clubs digs 
and field trips, your club’s lapidary 
and jewelry workshop MSDS (Mate-
rial Safety Data Sheets), or perhaps a 
list of safety articles from past issues 
of your club’s very own bulletin.

 A full safety file should include 
every bit of a club’s accumulated 
wisdom, knowledge, and experience 
available to you.  There could be many 
“who” lists included within a safety 
file as well.  Who in the club has com-
pleted club-sponsored first-aid or CPR 
training?  Who has the specific OSHA, 
MSHA training required to visit some 
area mines, quarries and pits?  Who 
has received training sufficient to in-
struct at a clubs lapidary or jewelry 
workshop?  Who has responsibility to 
maintain the first aid kit?

 Why, there may be a plethora of 
information in a clubs safety library.  
All that information could weigh up 
to be quite a large bundle.  Having a 
bulging safety file is all well and good 
but who is going to read all that in-
formation?  For the information to be 

valuable and useful a truly dedicated 
club safety chair would most likely 
want to be familiar with all of the 
information – after all, part of their 
charge is to help the club members 
be as safe as they can be.  Any truly 
dedicated safety chair will also be dil-
igent in passing on that file to a new 
safety chair when the time comes to 
be moving on.

 If your club has just recently es-
tablished the brand new position of 
safety chair, it is easy to start one’s 
own safety file.  Other area clubs, 
state and regional organizations, and 
the AFMS Safety Manual may all be 
good sources of information.  There 
is also this “new thing” called the 
Internet that has a wealth of good 
safety articles – you just have to do a 
bit of surfing.

 With long term club safety chairs, 
when your time comes along for mov-
ing up, or over, or just on, please help 
make sure the accumulated safety 
wisdom in the club also moves on to 
the new safety chair.

 Please be safe and use proper lift-
ing techniques when picking up those 
heavy safety files.

saFeTy MaTTers – MOvIng On
by Ellery Borow, EFMLS Safety Chair

2014 dIrecTOry
by Carolyn Weinberger

 The 2014 EFMLS Directory will be printed and mailed during the first week 
in March.  Included in the envelope as well will be the April 2014 EFMLS News.  

 Once you receive your copy of the Directory, please check to see that your 
club listing is correct.  Gremlins do live inside my computer!!!  If you find an er-
ror, please send me a correction so that I can update the files in the next EFMLS 
News.  We want people to be able to find and contact your club.
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 A computer easily the most 
powerful and flexible tool you have 
to educate, inspire and grow your 
youth in the mineral sciences.  

 First, keep in mind that your 
youth have grown up with comput-
ers and computerized, digital tech-
nologies.  They are amazingly ad-
ept at using computers, software, 
cameras, camera phones, scan-
ners, and more.  Your challenge 
(and pleasure) is to guide them to 
apply their technological skills to 
minerals and mineralogy.

They can write a book.
 Really!  Your youth have the 
tools needed to actually write a 
book about minerals – 
minerals of your state, 
minerals in the home, 
mineral forms, mineral 
colors . . . the list is truly 
endless.

 They can take good 
quality pictures of 
specimens, play with 
them using software 
like Photoshop, and 
arrange them in a document.  Your 
group could literally create a book 
of mineral photographs of the best 
mineral specimens in the collec-
tions of club members.  Combined 
with the photos, club members can 
write a paragraph or two on each 
picture.  Who collected the speci-
men?  What is outstanding about 
the specimen?  How is it unique or 
rare?  This gives them experience 
in interviewing club members (re-
search and relationship skills), re-
search in books and on the web, 
writing, and publishing.  

 Do you want to explore miner-

als and art?  Instead of photographs, 
your youth can draw and paint.  Art-
work can be scanned and placed in 
documents as easily as a photograph.
How do I print a book or booklet?
 There are many affordable op-
tions to printing books, even in 
small numbers, in ways that are 
surprisingly cost-effective.  For 
very small numbers (printers call 
them “short runs”) you can go to 
the local UPS store, Staples, or a 
copy center where they can be 
printed, even in color.  There are 
also a number of companies that 
do what is called “Print on De-
mand.”  Let’s say your group has 
been very ambitious and you have 
created a 100 page book on the 

minerals of California.  Com-
panies like DiggyPod 
(a clever name which 
means “Digital Print on 
Demand”) can receive 
your PDF digital docu-
ment and, in relatively 
short time, send you 
printed, finished copies.

Think Big
 Please don’t be afraid 
to think big.  Local min-

eral clubs and societies tend to 
think in terms of “what is the low-
est cost experience I can do?”  
Let me encourage you to think in 
terms of investment and return 
on investment.  There are people 
and companies, probably in your 
club, or perhaps in your commu-
nity, who would finance a publica-
tion for you.  In my little, at-home 
publishing business, I can print a 
28-page mineral booklet for about 
35 cents/copy (for 2,500 copies).  
Imagine if you were to produce a 
similar book and someone was will-
ing to put some money up front to 
make it happen.  Then, you sell the 

books – to 
club mem-
bers, at 
your show 
and oth-
er shows, 
t h r o u g h 
the inter-
net, to Fed-
e r a t i o n s , 
to local 
museums, to local businesses like 
bookstores and gift shops.  Charge 
$1 each.  $1 for a book is a GREAT 
value.  In time, you will be able to 
pay back the money you were pro-
vided to have the book printed, 
and now you are making a profit.
 
 This is also a wonderful expe-
rience in marketing.  Look around 
you at a mineral show.  There are 
hundreds of people (thousands, 
probably) selling minerals and min-
eral-related items and making a liv-
ing at it.  A project of this type can 
help your youth gain valuable skills 
as business people.  You can lead 
them from initial concept through 
the planning stages through prep-
aration, writing, editing, through 
production of the product through 
marketing and sales.  You can liter-
ally use the mineral hobby experi-
ence to teach some life skills that 
could stay with your youth their en-
tire lives.

 If you wish to pursue this con-
cept and want some guidance or 
help, please call or contact me.  I’d 
love to support your efforts.  My 
contact info is:  <diamonddan@
rochester.rr.com> or 585-278-3047.

 Good luck!  May you find great 
success in your leadership.

creaTe yOur Own MIneral BOOk
by Rev. Darryl Powell, Junior Activities Chair

My 
Mineral 

Book
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Hi Ya Friends,

 It is time once again to lay-back 
in your sway-back while we go way-
back in the Way Back Machine!

 It is 1967, April, Volume 5 Num-
ber 6 of the EFMLS Newsletter. It’s 
raining, the temperature is a lovely 
45 °F and visibility is nil. That’s right 
Dear Friends, “It’s a Dark and Stormy 
Night!” The AFMS President, Bernice 
Rexin, ponderously pounds on her 
manual typewriter. She writes that 
some think that Rockhounds should 
be kept off public lands, that we de-
plete the areas in which we collect 
and thus should be barred from col-
lecting. She counters that we only 
collect from the surface or near sur-
face, we are not miners using heavy 
equipment and blasting for our trea-
sures. More on blasting later.

 She writes of Othniel Charles 
Marsh (1831-1899) and Edward 
Drinker Cope (1840-1897) and the 
great contributions these two men 
made to vertebrate paleontology. 
There would be much missing in the 
written record and museums if these 
two men were not allowed to collect 
on public lands. I note that Cope was 
a paleontologist with the U.S. Geo-
logical Survey and Marsh was the 
chair of paleontology at Yale. Any leg-
islation limiting access to public lands 
by rockhounds would not apply to 
professionals in the field. 

 Ms. Rexin writes of Dr. Alfred 
Romer of Harvard and his search for 
fossil evidence of when vertebrates 
left the sea and began to crawl on 
land. She notes that the many eyes of 
we rockhounds can speed this search 
and others along, provided we leave 
the discovery in place and report our 

discovery to the professionals. Indeed, 
I have heard the percentage of discov-
eries by “amateurs” is quite high.  

 For example, Ron Fine of Dayton, 
Ohio a member of the Dry Dredgers is 
associated with the University of Cin-
cinnati. Fine discovered a very large 
fossilized specimen of a roughly ellipti-
cal shape with multiple lobes. Almost 7 
feet in length, the organism had never 
been seen before. “I knew right away 
that I had found an unusual fossil,” 
Fine said. “Imagine a saguaro cactus 
with flattened branches and horizon-
tal stripes in place of the usual verti-
cal stripes. That’s the best description 
I can give.” Once specimens weather to 
the surface, they are not long for this 
world. Peter Sheehan, geology curator 
at the Milwaukee Public Museum says, 
“Some fossils are in a very tough rock, 
but with vertebrate fossils in particu-
lar, they may be on the surface one or 
two years, and then they’re gone.” This 
would apply to some minerals also.

 Ms. Rexin writes of the impor-
tance of our collections to education 
and the high cost of lapidary mate-
rial if we were not allowed to collect. 
She asks what would have been the 
implications of a lack of Jade to the 
Chinese Culture? She states that re-
sponsibility comes with the privilege 
to collect; follow our Code of Ethics, 
leave a good impression and if you 
find something important, report it 
to the appropriate authorities.

 Bernice Rexin may not have known 
that the following month, May 1967 
Volume 5 Number 7 a reprint of the 
PESA Rock News of the Pennsylvania 
Earth Science Association, May 1967 Is-
sue tells an interesting story. Six mem-
bers arrived at Cornog on Sunday to 
find another small group on site. The 

on site group 
i n f o r m e d 
the arriving 
group that 
the on site 
group had 
set up a pri-
vate blast 
at a vug of 
Byssel l i te. 
The fuse had 
already been lit and the arriving group 
had two minutes to get to safety. More 
colorful language is alluded to in the 
article. The writer of the original article 
wonders why these members of anoth-
er mineral group, “ we know who and 
what, and where” would blast cabinet 
sized specimens to get micro speci-
mens. While the blaster claimed to be 
an expert, the writer wonders why the 
fuse was lit before clearing the area 
and that a 50-yard safety distance was 
insufficient. The matter was referred 
to the Chair of the Federation Special 
Projects Committee for action.

 Irresponsible behavior continues 
to this day. When I joined GLMS/MC I 
went on a trip to the Medford Quarry 
near Westminster MD. The trip was in 
conjunction with other clubs, so there 
were many people I did not know. Af-
ter the quarry rep gave us the stan-
dard prohibition, including staying 
away from the rock wall, he left the 
area. A number of members from an-
other club proceeded to climb up the 
wall and harvest the calcite crystals 
within the vugs. While they retrieved 
excellent specimens, their behavior 
contributed to the temporary closing 
of the quarry to the clubs. I regret to 
this day that I did not photograph the 
violators and turn the pictures and 
my testimony to the proper authori-
ties. My inaction made me as guilty 
as the violators themselves.

sTuck In The sIxTIes
by Andy B. Celmer, EFMLS Historian
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lasT chance FOr aprIl, BuT There’s alsO sepTeMBer
by Steve Weinberger, Wildacres Committee Chair

 

 I really hate deadlines, but even 
more, I despise having to tell some-
one that a deadline is near or worse 
yet, passed.

 So here’s the unfortunate 
news....the deadline for sending in 
your registration form for the April 
EFMLS Workshop at Wildacres is fast 
approaching with April 1 being the 
absolutely final date for this session.

 If you’ve already registered, final 
payments are due to registrar Pamm 
Bryant by March 8th.  After that she’ll 
begin making room and class assign-
ments.  Even after that date you may still 
be able to register, but obviously only if 
there is still space.  A registration form is 
on page 11 for your convenience.

 But wait!  There’s still an opportu-
nity for you to find out why our Work-
shops at Wildacres are such a fabulous 

benefit of membership in the Eastern 
Federation. If you can’t attend in April, 
come in September!

   Let me tantalize you with just a 
few of the highlights:
 • a mountain retreat nestled on 
it’s own private mountain -- no TV, ra-
dio, traffic or raucous noises (except 
the sound of laughter!)
 • a week of good food and com-
fortable accommodations.
 • instruction given by outstand-
ing teachers 
 • world class talks by an engaging 
and knowledgable speaker.  Spring will 
be Leonard Himes and fall, Justin Zzyzx.
 • lots of fun activities including 
an auction, tail gate and field trip
 • a very affordable cost -- $390 for 
the entire week (room, board, instruc-
tion).  Materials fees are extra depend-
ing on the class or classes you take.

 Get your clubmates together and 
plan a visit to the gem of the fed-
eration - our EFMLS Workshops at 
Wildacres.  Visit <efmls-wildacres.
org> for pictures, class descriptions 
and more information.

 Sharing the smiles is part of 
what all the folks on the AFMS Club 
Rockhound of the Year (ACROY) com-
mittee are charged with accomplish-
ing and encouraging.  Can you help us 
with this effort?

 There is a nearly universal re-
sponse when a person is offered gen-
uine praise for the good work they 
do.  People receiving the praise will 
smile.  They smile because they feel 
good.  They feel encouraged.  They 
feel appreciated.  Rock, mineral, lapi-
dary, gem and fossil club members 
are no exception.

 Every club I have ever visited, and 
all of the many clubs of which I am 
a member have a great many people 
who help the club meet its goals, set 
up tables and chairs, run exceptional 
committees, do behind the scenes 
work, and willingly perform a myriad 
of other important activities deserve 
to be given cause to smile by being 
made the recipient of praise.

 If you select your deserving 
member, or members in the case of 
a couple, put together a brief write-
up of their activities or accomplish-
ments and send the information to 
me along with their club affiliation 
and your name as the submitter, I 
will share those smiles by putting 
the honorees name and accomplish-
ments in the pages of the EFMLS and 
AFMS Newsletters.  By the way, only 
one person (or couple) may be select-
ed by your club in any year.  In addi-
tion, clubs may also submit a junior 
member for their junior honoree.  My 
contact information is on page ____ 
of this newsletter.

 Let’s start sharing those smiles.  
Let’s hear from you!

sharIng The sMIles
by Ellery Borow, ACROY Chair
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April:
 5 – 6:  Southern Tier Geology Club 
annual show sponsored by the NY 
Southern Tier Geology Club.  Johnson 
City Sr. Citizens Center, 30 Brocton St; 
Johnson City, NY

 5-6:  Annual Show sponsored by 
the New Haven Mineral Club.  Amity 
Regional Middle School, Sheffield Rd; 
Orange, CT

 19-20:  31st Annual Gem, Min-
eral & Jewelry Show sponsored by the 
Maine Mineralogical & Geological Soci-
ety.  St. Joseph’s College, Alfond Center, 
278 White’s Bridge Rd; Standish, ME

 26-27:  42nd Annual NJESA Gem 
& Mineral Show (plus outdoor swap 
and sell) sponsored by the  New Jer-
sey Earth Science Association, Frank-
lin-Ogdensburg Mineralogical Soci-
ety and Sterling Hill Mining Museum 
(NJ).  Franklin School, 50 Washington 
Ave., Franklin, NJ

May :
 3 – 4:  Annual show sponsored 
by the North Shore Rock & Min-
eral Club. Topsfield Fairgrounds, 
Rt.1 (207 Boston Street), Topsfield, MA.

 3 – 4:  Annual Gem & Mineral 
Show sponsored by the Mineral Society 
of NE Pennsylvania.  St Josephs Oblates 
Seminary, 1880 Hwy 315; Pittston, PA
 

  
 17- 18:  46th Annual “World of 
Gems & Minerals” sponsored by the 
Berks Mineralogical Society.  Lees-
port Farmers Market Banquet Hall, Rt 
61; Leesport, PA

 24:  25th Annual Chesapeake Gem 
& Mineral Show sponsored by the 
Chesapeake Gem & Mineral Club.  Ruhl 
Armory, I-695 at exit 26, Towson, MD.

June:
 7:  Spring Mineralfest – Mineral, 
Fossil and Gem Show sponsored by 
the Pennsylvania Earth Sciences As-
sociation.  Macungie Memorial Park, 
Macungie, PA

 7-8:  Annual Mineral, Gem, Jew-
elry, Fossil Show, Sell & Swap spon-
sored by the Orange Co. Mineral So-
ciety.  Museum Village, 1010 Route 
17M, Monroe, NY.

August:
 23-24:  47th Annual Rock & Min-
eral Show sponsored by the St. Law-
rence Co. Rock & Mineral Club. Ma-
drid Community Center, 1835 St Hwy 
345; Madrid, NY

October:
 18-19:  41st Annual Jewelry, Gem, 
Mineral & Fossil Show sponsored by 
the Kanawha Rock & Gem Club.  So. 
Charleston Community Center, So.. 
Charleston, WV

eFMls cluB shOws & swaps
continued from page 14

easTern FOundaTIOn Fund
by Fran Sick, EFF Chair

 Annual donations for the East-
ern Founda-
tion Fund were 
received in 
January from 
Wendell and 
Jo Ann Mohr 
and from the 
Central Penn-
sylvania Rock 

and Mineral Club, Inc. On behalf 
of all the EFMLS clubs who benefit 
from programs supported by the 
EFF, thank you for your contribu-
tions and for your loyalty, which is 
much appreciated. 
 
 The Eastern Federation of Min-
eralogical and Lapidary Societies 
2014 Convention is fast approach-
ing. When the combined donations 
of a club and it’s individual mem-
bers to the EFF reach a  new 100% 
or more level of giving, it is my 
good fortune to be able to publicly 
thank these clubs with the presen-
tation of certificates at the annual 
EFMLS awards banquet. If you are 
reading this article before February 
28th there is still time to send do-
nations to be included in the 2014 
awards, which will be presented at 
the March 29th banquet in Plym-
outh Meeting, PA. However, just in 
case your gift is not received in time 
to be included in the 2014 awards it 
will be added to the club’s cumula-
tive total when tallying results for 
recognition in 2015. 
 
 I ask all clubs who are members 
of the EFMLS to send your gift in 
support of the Eastern Foundation 
Fund. Please send all donations to 
me at PO Box 5, Dushore, PA  18614.  
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 •Do you like to 
share your “rock-
hound” interests?
 •Do you demon-
strate at Shows or 

other events?
 •Have you ever prepared a dis-
play for a meeting or at a show?
 •Have you presented a program 
about a special interest at a Club 
meeting or during a Show?
        
 If you answered yes to any of 
these questions, Why not take the 
next step: Enter Program Competi-
tion - to share your interest and en-
thusiasm with viewers across the 
country?
  
You ask, why bother? 
 Viewers across the country are 
waiting to see new presentations 
You’ll earn national recognition. A 
cash award helps to defray the ex-
pense of producing a presentation.

 A digital camera and computer 
make this process so much easier!  
If you have questions a fellow Club 
member or a friend may be able to 

prOgraM cOMpeTITIOn – why BOTher?
by Marge Collins, AFMS Program Competition Chair

help.  Or, choose a contact below.  
      
 Be sure to use the best images 
possible - “fuzzy” pictures - whether 
out of focus or low resolution – are 
counter productive.  And when writ-
ing your script, remember every 
professional author has one or more 
editors.  In other words, don’t be sat-
isfied with the first draft.  Ask some-
one to read the script to you.  Listen, 
take notes; and then, re-write as 
needed.  (Again, thank goodness for 
computers!) 

 Program Competition “rules” 
and entry form were published in 
the February AFMS Newsletter and 
are on AFMS website <www.amfed.
org>   The deadline for entry is April 
15th.  If you can’t enter this year, start 
getting ready for 2015.  We’re look-
ing forward to your entry.  And so are 
viewers across the country!   

      For more info contact your Region-
al Librarian (who is one of the judges) 
or Competition Coordinator: Marge 
Collins (269) 695-4313 or <marga-
ret@qtm.net>.  

 I will respect both private and 
public property and will do no collect-
ing on privately owned land without 
the owner’s permission.
 
 I will keep informed on all 
laws, regulations of rules governing 
collecting on public lands and will 
observe them.
 
 I will to the best of my ability, 
ascertain the boundary lines of prop-
erty on which I plan to collect.

 I will use no firearms or blast-
ing material in collecting areas.

 I will cause no willful dam-
age to property of any kind - fences, 
signs, buildings.

 I will leave all gates as found.

 I will build fires in designated 
or safe places only and will be certain 
they are completely extinguished be-
fore leaving the area.

 I will discard no burning mate-
rial - matches, cigarettes, etc.

 I will fill all excavation holes 
which may be dangerous to livestock.

 I will not contaminate wells, 
creeks or other water supply.

 I will cause no willful damage 
to collecting material and will take 
home only what I can reasonably use.

 I will practice conservation and 
undertake to utilize fully and well the 
materials I have collected and will re-
cycle my surplus for the pleasure and 
benefit of others.

 I will support the rockhound 

aFMs cOde OF eThIcs

project H.E.L.P. (Help Eliminate Litter 
Please) and Will leave all collecting 
areas devoid of litter, regardless of 
how found.

 I  will cooperate with field trip 
leaders and those in designated au-
thority in all collecting areas.

 I will report to my club or 
Federation officers, Bureau of Land 
management or other authorities, 
any deposit of petrified wood or 
other materials on public lands which 

should be protected for the enjoy-
ment of future generations for public 
educational and scientific purposes.

 I will appreciate and protect 
our heritage of natural resources.

 I will observe the “Golden 
Rule”, will use “Good Outdoor Man-
ners” and will at all times conduct 
myself in a manner which will add 
to the stature and Public “image” of 
rockhounds everywhere.



2014 EFMLS Wildacres Registration
PLEASE, ONLY one person per form per session

CHECK ONE:    April 7 – 13:__________     September 1 – 7:__________
                                  

	 Please	fill	out	a	separate	registration	form	for	each	person	attending	and	return	to	
PAMM	BRYANT,	Registrar	at	2645	Davis	Mill	Rd,	Goochland,	VA	23063. 		No	registration	will	be	
accepted	prior	to	January	1,	2014.		(To	make	it	easier	for	the	registrar	and	others,	please	do	
not	change	or	revise	this	form.		You	may	photocopy	it	as	needed.)		Please write legibly!

Name	(as	you	wish	it	to	appear	on	your	name	badge):_____________________________________________________

	 Street:___________________________________City:_____________________State:_________Zip:___________

	 Telephone	number	with	area	code:	_________________________	e-mail:________________________________

	 Club/Society	Affiliation:_______________________________________________________________________

	 Fee	for	the	spring	session	is	$390.00	per	person.		Deposit	is	$185	per	person,	payable	with	registration.		
	 Fee	for	the	fall	session	is	$390.00	per	person.		Deposit	is	$185	per	person,	payable	with	registration.
	 Make	checks	payable	to	“EFMLS”.		Balance	of	fee	is	due	30	days	prior	to	start	of	session.		
 No postdated checks will be accepted.

Cancellation	policy:  If unable to attend, fees paid will be refunded if notification is given prior to one month before the 
 session begins.  No refund will be made after that date.

Circle	appropriate	responses:
 Have	you	been	to	Wildacres	before?		Yes_____		No_____	Is	your	Club	paying	your	tuition?			Yes_____	No_____

	 Name	of	roommate:__________________________________________	(If	none,	one	will	be	assigned).
	 	 Are	you:		Male_____	Female	 _____		(No	single	rooms	are	available).						Are	you	a	smoker?			Yes____			No____

	 Do	you	have	any	physical	handicaps	and	/	or	special	dietary	needs?			Yes______		No______			If	YES,	please	explain	on	reverse	side.

 Do	you	have	material	for	exhibiting	that	you	would	be	willing	to	display	at	Wildacres?					Yes_____						No______

	 Do	you	have	a	skill	to	demonstrate	or	a	program	to	share	(up	to	40	minutes)?			 			Yes_____	 				No_____

Class	Pre-registration.		
	 See	EFMLS	Newsletter	or	Website	for	class	offerings.	<www.amfed.org/efmls/wildacres.htm>		
	 You	will	either	be	able	to	take	one	4-day	class	or	two	2-day	classes.		All participants must take classes.
 
	 Which	of	the	classes	being	offered	would	you	like	to	take?	Please	indicate	at	least	3	choices	in	order	of	preference	for	each	
semester.	You	will	be	preregistered	for	classes	based	on	your	choices,	but	no	class	placement	is	guaranteed.		Should	your	preferred	class	
be	unavailable	for	any	reason	you	will	be	preregistered	for	another	of	your	choices.	If	no	alternate	class	preference	is	indicated	we	will	
pre-register	you	in	a	class	of	our	choosing,	based	on	availability. 

	 1st	Semester	or	4	day	classe	choices		 	 	 	 Second	Semester

 1____________________________________        1_____________________________________ 

	 2____________________________________			 	 	 2_____________________________________

 3____________________________________    3______________________________________  

	 4____________________________________	 	 	 	 4______________________________________
(No	registrations	accepted	prior	to	January	1,	2014)
	 	 Mail	to:		Pamm	Bryant,	Wildacres	Registrar;	2645	Davis	Mill	Rd;		Goochland,	VA	23063

If	you	have	any	questions,	please	contact	either	
	 Pamm	Bryant,	Registrar	at	<pjbryant6@juno.com>	or	804-457-4698		or	
	 Fran	Sick,	Director	at	<ednfran@epix.net>	or	570-928-8313.

For Office Use Only

ID	#_________________
Date	Rec'd"____________
Amt.	Paid:_____________
Ck	#:_________________
Amt.	Paid:_____________
Ck	#:_________________
Paid	in	Full:_____________
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64th Annual EFMLS Board of Directors’ Meeting
Plymouth Meeting, Pennsylvania

Friday, March 28, 2014

Please print all information requested clearly.
NAME OF
SOCIETY:_______________________________________________________________________________

DIRECTOR:_____________________________________E-MAIL:_________________________________
(The president of each society is a Director of EFMLS. Please list the president’s name only if the president 

plans to attend this meeting.)

DIRECTOR’S 
ALTERNATE: ___________________________________E-MAIL:_________________________________ 

(To represent the society if the president cannot attend the meeting)

DELEGATE:_____________________________________E-MAIL:_________________________________ 
(Elected by society members)

ALTERNATE
DELEGATE:_____________________________________E-MAIL:_________________________________ 

(To represent society if Delegate cannot attend meeting) 

                                                   

                                                                             _______________________________________________ 
                                                                                               SIGNATURE AND TITLE OF SOCIETY OFFICER

RETURN BY MAIL  by  March 13, 2014  to: 
 Gerry Cox
 EFMLS Secretary
 2304 S. Rolfe St
 Arlington, VA 22202-1545

From the EFMLS Constitution
(Article V, Sec. 3)
 It shall be the responsibility of each 
Member Society to notify the Secretary in 
writing of the names of its Director, Dele-
gate and alternate who expect to attend the 
Annual Meeting fifteen (15) days prior to 
the convening date.
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EFMLS CoMMittEE ChairS

*Also Eastern Representative 
to American Federation Committee

AFMS Endowment Fund *
 Carolyn Weinberger
 <cscrystals2  at  gmail.com>

AFMS Scholarship Foundation *
 Ken Creed
 <kcreed  at  maine.rr.com>
 

AFMS Ways & Means *  - To be appointed
  

All American Award *
 Hazel Remaley 
 <northridge5  at  verizon.net>

Auction 
 Cheryl Neary  
 <ciervo.neary  at  gmail.com>

Audit
 Donald Pitkin
 <pitkind  at  earthlink.net>

Boundaries *
 Carl Miller 
 <kobold1  at  erols.com>

Budget & Finance
 Merrill Dickinson 
 <medsearchnorth  at  comcast.net>

Bulletin Editors Advisory *
 Mary Bateman
 <mbateman1  at  verizon.net>

Bylaws / Parliamentarian
 Steve Weinberger
 <cscrystals2  at  gmail.com>

Club Rockhound of the Year *
 Ellery Borow
 207-547-3154

Conservation & Legislation *
 Toni Donchak
 <adonchak  at  verizon.net>

Convention Advisory
 Matt Charsky
 <matt2430  at  comcast.net>

Directory
 Carolyn Weinberger 
 <cscrystals2  at  gmail.com>

Each One Teach One
 Betsy Oberheim
 <Aoberheim3  at  comcast.net>

Eastern Foundation Fund
 Fran Sick
 <ednfran  at  epix.net>

 
Historian
 Andy B. Celmer
 <abcpec  at  comcast.net>

Insurance Coordinator
 Carl Miller  
 <kobold1  at  erols.com>

Junior Activities *
 Darryl Powell
 <diamonddan  at  rochester.rr.com> 

Operating Procedures 
 Steve Weinberger   
 <cscrystals2  at  gmail.com>

Safety * 
 Ellery Borow
 207-547-3154
 

Show Coordinator
 Matt Charsky
 <matt2430  at  comcast.net>

Slide & Video Librarian *
 Ken Tudor
  <ktudor  at  yahoo.com>

Supplies
 Suzie  Milligan
 <smilligan  at  stny.rr.com>

Uniform Rules
 David Brandon  
 <brandonbuilds  at  verizon.net>

 
Ways & Means (EFMLS) 
 Cheryl Neary 
 <ciervo.neary  at  gmail.com>

Webmaster
 Dan Imel
  <lapidry  at  aol.com>

Wildacres Workshop Committee
 Steve Weinberger, Chair 
 <cscrystals2  at  gmail.com>

 Gerry Cox
 <gerryannec  at  verizon.net>

 Al DeMilo
 <abdemilo  at  verizon.net>

 Bonnie Hird
 <bmwitt  at  citynet.net>
 
 Valerie Johnson
   <moon  at  copper.net>
 
 Richard Meszler
 <rmeszler  at  comcast.net>

 John Milligan
 <jmilligan  at  stny.rr.com>

 Director
 Fran Sick
 <ednfran  at  epix.net>   
 
 Registrar
 Pamm Bryant
  <pjbryant6  at  juno.com>
  

Nominating (Elected committee)
 Loren Patterson (Chair)
 <lorenpatterson  at  gmss.us>

 Pamm Bryant 
 <pjbryant6  at  juno.com>

 Katie Collins 
 <kathleenc55  at  cox.net>

 RJ Harris
 <roqfreq  at  rjharris.com>

 Bob Livingston
 <gemguy  at  verizon.net>

 Cheryl Neary 
 <ciervo.neary  at  gmail.com>

 Wayne Sukow
 <d8olite  at  fastmail.fm>
 
 
 
  
 
  

EFMLS CoMMittEE ChairS

rEgionaL  ViCE PrESidEntS

Region I
 Kathleen Collins
 138 Hubbard St
 Glastonbury, CT 06033
 860-659-2026
 <kathleenc55  at  cox.net>

Region II
 Janice Kowalski
 104 Belmont Av
 Long Beach, NY 11561-3807 
 516-319-8883
 <janicekw  at  hotmail.com>

Region III
 David Brandon
 51 South 39th St
 Camp Hill, PA 17011
 717-232-5532
 <brandonbuilds  at  verizon.net>

Region IV
 Jean Charsky
 2430 N Glebe Rd
 Arlington, VA 22207
 703-522-7415
 <Jean2430  at  comcast.net>

Region V
 Judy Budnik
 2948 Rontina Dr
 Goshen, OH 45122-9300
 513-575-1990
 <wisoh  at  msn.com>

Region VI
 Barbara Fenstermacher
 118 Ashwood Dr
 Aiken, SC 29801
 803-649-0959
 <bfenster2  at  bellsouth.net>
 

Region VII
 Kim Cochran
 2695 Van Ct
 Snellville, GA 30278
 770-979-8331

 
Region VIII
 Michelle Renné
 6550 S Congress Ave
 Lake Worth, FL 33462
 561-969-3291
 <pgrm4  at  aol.com>

*Also Eastern Representative 
to American Federation Committee
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EFMLS NEwS
 Carolyn Weinberger, editor

 Po box 302

Visit the eFMls Website

<WWW.aMFed.org/eFMls>

ViSit A Show
from Matt Charsky

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit #189

If you are an EFMLS member club and 
would like to have your show or swap listed 
here, send information to Matt Charsky, 
EFMLS Show Coordinator at 2430 N 
Glebe Rd; Arlington, VA 22207 or e-mail 
at <matt2430@comcast.net>.

March:
 1 – 2:  51st Annual Earth Science 
Gem & Mineral Show sponsored by 
the Delaware Mineralogical Society.  
Delaware Technical & Community 
College, 400 Stanton-Christiana Rd; 
Newark, DE.  (Exit 4B off I-95).

 1 – 2:  Spring New York City Gem, 
Fossil, Jewelry & Mineral Show spon-
sored by the New York Mineralogical 
Club.  Holiday Inn Midtown Manhat-
tan, 440 W 57th St; New York, NY.

 7 – 9:  28th Annual Aiken-Augusta 
Gem, Mineral & Fossil Show spon-
sored by the Aiken Gem, Mineral & 
Fossil Society and Augusta Gem & 
Mineral Society.  Julian Smith Casino, 
2200 Broad St; Augusta GA.

 8:  24th Annual Mineral, Jewelry 
& Fossil Show sponsored by the So. 
Maryland Rock & Mineral Club.  The 
Show Place Arena, 14900 Pennsylva-
nia Ave; Upper Marlboro, MD

 8 – 9:  Annual Lapidary & Mineral 
Show sponsored by the Lapidary & 
Mineral Society of Central Connecti-
cut.  Maloney High School, Grand St; 
Meriden, CT.

 8-9:  Gem & Mineral Show spon-
sored by the No. Jersey Mineralogical 
Society.  Pope John Paul II Elementary 
School, 775 Valley Rd; Clifton, NJ

 15-16:  50th Annual Gem, Mineral, 
Fossil Show sponsored by the Gem, 
Lapidary & Mineral Society of Mont-
gomery Co. MD.  Montgomery County 
Fairgrounds, Building 6; 16 Chestnut St; 
Gaithersburg, MD.

 22-23:  45th Annual Che-Hanna 
Rock & Mineral Club Show sponsored 
by the Che-Hanna Rock & Mineral 
Club.  Athens Twp. Volunteer Fire 
Hall, Sayre, PA.

 22-23:  Mineral & Jewelry Show 
sponsored by the Franklin Co. Rock 
& Mineral Club.  Hamilton Heights El-
ementary School, 1589 Johnson Rd; 
Chambersburg, PA

 22-23:  46th Annual Gem, Min-
eral, Fossil Show sponsored by the 
Buffalo Geological Society.  The Fair-
grounds, Market & Grange Buildings, 
Hamburg, NY.

 28-29:  44th Annual Uniflour Gem, 
Mineral, Bead, Fossil & Jewelry Show 
sponsored by the Catawba Valley Gem 
& Mineral Club.  Hickory Metro Conven-
tion Center, I-40, Exit 125, Hickory, NC. 

 29-30: Philadelphia Mineral Trea-
sures & Fossil Fair and EFMLS Annual 
Convention sponsored by the Philadel-
phia Mineralogical Society & Delaware 
Valley Pale ontological Society. LuLu 
Temple, 5140 Butler Pike, Plymouth 
Meeti ng, PA. EFMLS Annual Meeting: 
Friday, March 28. 29-30: Philadelphia 
Mineral Treasures & Fossil Fair and 
EFMLS Annual Convention sponsored 
by the Philadelphia Mineralogical Soci-
ety & Delaware Valley Pale ontological 
Society. LuLu Temple, 5140 Butler 
Pike, Plymouth Meeti ng, PA. EFMLS 
Annual Meeting: Friday, March 28.

continued on page 9


