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On The InsIde
  The March 27 – 29, 2015 Convention and Show will be here in a flash! Have 
you made your motel reservation yet?  Look for the info on the Hampton Inn 
in this edition. The show packets have been mailed. Please send your info back 
soon.  The Catawba Valley Gem and Mineral Club are ready to host our conven-
tion and the show. If you are planning to exhibit and need a display case, please 
send your exhibit info in soon so a case can be reserved for you.

 We are excited to have two speakers at this year’s convention. 
   Shelly Sargent, the curator of “Somewhere in the Rainbow”, a collec-
tion of North American gemstones will be our guest speaker at the Banquet 
on Saturday night. The collection is a privately funded nonprofit. Their goal is 
to bring examples of some of the best jewelry and gemstones to the public. 
Their philosophy is that many museums keep things locked away and out of 
public view. They have set out to acquire the finest gemstones and then have a 
contemporary up and coming designers create designs around the pieces. Craig 
Lynch will also be attending the show; he is the gemologist and appraiser for the 
collection. I’m sure you will find both the exhibit and Shelly’s talk to be a show 
stopper!  [Editor’s Note:  We met Shelly while at the AGTA show in Tucson this 
year and can tell you that a) she’s a delightful person, b) the collection that she 
had on display was just awesome, and c) she tells us that she will be unveiling 
an incredible new specimen with a North Carolina connection at the show!]

 At 1 pm on Saturday in the show hall education room Eric Fritz will give a 
short introduction to Gemology. Eric is a former member of CVGMC and the 
current Manager of North America for Gem-a, the Gemological Association of 
Great Britain. Gem-A is the world’s oldest and most respected leader in Gradu-
ate Gemology training in the world. Gem-A and Jewelry Television (JTV) have 
partnered to offer an introductory course, Gem Basics. Gem-A has made a com-
mitment in North America to bring education to the gem and mineral commu-
nity on any level of interest. JTV will be on hand at the show to help showcase 
the “Somewhere in the Rainbow” exhibit. Join us, won’t you?

 The EFMLS Auction will be held in the same room at 1:30.  There will be lots 
of great items to bid on.  If you have not sent your donation to Cheryl Neary at 
42 Jefferson Ave; Patchogue, NY 11772 please do so soon or you can bring your 
items to the convention and turn them over to Cheryl as you register Thursday 
night or Friday. Matt Charsky will be putting on a show as auctioneer for this fun 
event so don’t miss out.

shOw TIme Is JusT ArOund The COrner
by Larry Huffman, Catawba Valley  Gem & Mineral Club

 In case you missed seeing the 
packet mailed to your club in January, 
you can download all the forms from 
the EFMLS website (www.amfed.org/
efmls/convention/html.

 Also remember that your club di-
rector and delegate registration must 
be received (by mail) by the EFMLS 
Secretary no later then March 12.  A 
copy can be found on page ___.
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whAT Is In The FuTure?
by Merrill Dickinson, President

 Four months have gone by already in FY 2014-
2015 and now the fifth month, March is here.  The 
first four months were extremely busy, putting out 
fires between positions in the administration, at-
tempting to finalize a proposal to modify the By-
laws, trying to get the staff to work with me, and 
an attempt to engage all of the Federation’s mem-
bership that would allow them to participate in the Annual Business Meeting.  
Unfortunately this last did not pan out.

    One of the things that I have observed is that in the Federations’ adminis-
trative area, there are a number persons who hold more than one position and 
sometimes multiple positions.  This in itself can be a good thing.  It is evident that 
the persons who hold these positions are dedicated to the association, and are 
skillful in what they do.  Certainly they are a benefit to the Federation as it stands.

    On the other hand, having persons who occupy more than one position and 
multi-task can be counterproductive.  Many times this situation exists because 
members of an organization will not volunteer and step up to the plate or par-
ticipate in the program.  Why do so if the positions are already occupied and 
locked in.  The multi-taskers do not leave any opening or opportunity for some-
one else.  Another drawback to having one person holding multiple positions is 
that there is very little possibility that anyone can be trained to take the place 
of the current occupant should there be a need for a person to be replaced or 
if the person can no longer do what is expected of them for any reason.   When 
one person goes down, all of the positions go down.
  
 In my opinion, I believe that it would be more beneficial to the Federation to 
have only one person for each position who is ether elected or appointed.  This 
would allow the participation of more people from clubs and the communica-
tion within the Federation would increase, thereby it will strengthen the feeling 
unity and belonging.  Also the more people that are involved, the stronger the 
Federation can become.
   
 I would suggest that all of the Federation’s clubs consider talking to your 
members to see if anyone would be interested in becoming part of the Federa-
tion’s administrative body.  Too find out more about what would be required, 
please contact your EFMLS President, now and in the future, either by e-mail or 
phone.  The contact information of your EFMLS President will always be in the 
EFMLS Directory.
  
 See you at the Convention and Annual Business in Hickory, North Carolina, 
March 27th, 28th & 29th.
  
 Respectfully;
   Merrill Dickinson 
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 In the planning stages of preparing for the upcoming 
Convention and Annual Business Meeting sponsored by 
the Catawba Valley Gem and Mineral Club that will be held 
in Hickory, NC in March 27th to the 29th, one of the tasks 
was to find an Honorary Nominee who in turn would select 
two qualified post graduate students to receive the cov-
eted AFMS Scholarship Awards for FY 2015-2016.   I had 
two options for carrying out this task.  First, I could find 
someone local, here in Pennsylvania, a Professor, Geolo-
gist, someone involved in the Earth Sciences or someone 
from a club who might be deeply involved with our hobby.  
The other option was to see if the host club for the Con-
vention would be interested in having the Honorary Nomi-
nee and the students be residents of their home State.

    Having little or no personal knowledge of any profes-
sors here in Pennsylvania or other contacts that I could 
call on would be a cumbersome task and also having the 
nominee and the students form Pennsylvania could cause 
some difficulties in North Carolina when it came to the 
awards ceremony, and determining if the honoree and stu-
dents would be in attendance in North Carolina.  I decided 
to contact the Catawba club.   When I talked to the club’s 

AFms hOnOrAry sChOlArshIp reCIpIenT
by Merrill Dickinson, President

President. Mrs. Norma Ridenhour about the idea of having 
the nominee and the students be from their home state, 
she became very excited and thanked the Federation for 
considering them for such an honor.  The club readily ac-
cepted the invitation.  Since then the staff of the Catawba 
club has done an excellent job of locating a Professor, who 
in turn has selected the recipient students.  The Professor 
and the students are from the University of North Carolina, 
Charlotte, NC.   

   The Honorary Nominee, Dr. Scott Hippensteel is an 
Associate Professor, Department of 
Geography and Earth Sciences.  He re-
ceived his M.S Degree in 1995 in Geolo-
gy, University of Delaware and his Ph.D. 
in 2000 in Geology, University of Dela-
ware.  The two students are:  (1) Aman-
da Stone, University of North Carolina 
at Charlotte, PhD. Infrastructure and 
Environmental Systems, 2012-present.  

(2) Richard Eustace Aiken Small, University of North Caro-
lina at Charlotte, Masters, Earth Sciences degree program, 
2015-present.

 You will be reading this in March, but right now it is 
about 8 degrees with a couple of inches of snow on the 
ground in our area – much more up where we “hound”. I 
have been trying to think of a reason for your club to make 
its annual donation to the AFMS Scholarship Foundation, 
and it occurs to me that you really have nothing better to 
do right now since you are housebound if you live in the 
north. March is still a little too early for us to be out trying 
to add material to our collections as the ground is still cov-
ered with that dreaded white stuff. 

 I have tried to stress the importance of our donations 
to the future well being of our hobby and we all know the 
importance of education in this economy. Up here in the 
Northeast the earth sciences have been taking a hit as the 
Universities cut programs. The University of New Hamp-
shire gave their geology department away several years 
ago. Several members of our club were able to add sub-

stantially to their collections and were able to get hold of 
some very nice antique cabinets for their own collections. 
We have a small museum with an old collection which is in 
a sad state of condition. This museum has, on several occa-
sions, refused our request to voluntarily assist in the rehab 
of the collection. I have not seen it myself, but I am told 
that even the Harvard Mineral Museum is cutting back. 
These are not good signs, we need people in the earth sci-
ences who have an affinity for our hobby.  What better way 
than to support these individuals by providing funds for 
their education.

 As your club starts to dig out of the winter doldrums, 
please consider a club donation to the AFMS Scholarship Foun-
dation.  The students we help, may well help to save some of 
our university collections and museums from extinction.

AFms sChOlArshIp FOundATIOn news
by Ken Creed
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Collecting Sites Closed

 Spring collecting season is upon us here in the north-
east and it is with a heavy heart that I must inform you 
of the closing of two well-known collecting sites in Penn-
sylvania. I have learned from Jeri Jones via the Decem-
ber issue of  Rock Buster News, newsletter of the Central 
Pennsylvania Rock and Mineral Club of Harrisburg, Penn-
sylvania, that the property owner has closed the Rossville 
malachite/azurite location in northern York County. The 
site is well known to collectors as it has been well adver-
tised in books and articles since the early 1970’s. From 
what I understand, the location has become dangerous 
due to over collecting. If anyone is seen at the site, the 
owners will notify proper authorities.

 The second site that is now closed to collecting is the 
St. Clair, Pennsylvania, fern fossil location. The fossils found 
at this location are very detailed white and sometimes yel-
low plant fossils on black shale. The plants were replaced 
by pyrite which was later believed to be replaced by pyro-
phyllite a whitish aluminum silicate. I spoke with a repre-
sentative of the owners of the property and she informed 
me that overzealous collectors began bringing in power 
tools to collect, posting their trips and selling the fossils 
they collected via the internet. The representative indi-
cated that the owners will prosecute any individuals they 
find collecting on their property. Currently, the owners will 
permit school trips to collect at the site. I am in the process 
of making further inquiries to see if members of mineral 
clubs can obtain permission to collect for their personal 
collections, for museum exhibits or for distribution to chil-
dren at our shows. If I receive any additional information I 
will pass it along.

 Please do not attempt to collect at these locations un-
less you receive express permission from the owners of 
the property. You will risk prosecution and may cause the 
loss of any possibility of reopening these sites. 

 If you know of any collecting sites that have closed or 
are in danger of closing, or any laws that may restrict our 
collecting activities please email me at <slipgapdms@aol.
com>. I will pass that information on in future newsletter 
so that in that manner we can all be informed about the 
status of our collecting locations As always, please remem-
ber to collect responsibly.

COnservATIOn & legIslATIOn
by Scott Peters

hOw TO be An ACrOy
by Ellery Borow

 From time to time I’m asked about the criteria neces-
sary to be honored as a club’s AFMS Club Rockhound of 
the Year.  The answer I return is both complicated and 
easy.  The complications arise from there potentially being 
a huge amount of “criteria”.  The ease results from there 
being the need for one to pick a mere one or two of those 
criteria.  Please let me explain.

 The criteria for being selected as a club’s Rockhound 
of the Year are determined by each individual club.  Clubs 
may select the person who, year after year: greets their 
show patrons; or the editor who puts out a great newslet-
ter; or the refreshment coordinator who encourages mem-
bers to bring goodies to meetings; or the treasurer who for 
multiple years has kept the club’s finances; or the field trip 
leader who constantly researches new places to collect; or 
the member who obtains or puts on fabulous programs for 
club meetings; or perhaps the brand new member who 
goes out of their way to involve themselves in club proj-
ects, or...well, I guess you get the idea.  The “criteria” are 
veritably limitless.

 The easy part is the selection of a member (or couple) 
who does a great job, no matter what the job involves.  
Your selection can be a long time member, an officer, com-
mittee chair or member, or a brand new member.  You se-
lect the person (or couple) that you want to be your Club 
Rockhound of the Year.

 To honor your clubs very own ACROY person all you 
need to do is send the honored members name to me 
along with a brief write-up (100 words or so) highlighting 
their job (or jobs) well done.  We will of course need your 
members name (or names in case of a couple) your club 
name, and the name of the person submitting the honor-
ees name to the program.  We will do the rest by getting 
everything together and having the submission published 
in both the EFMLS and AFMS Newsletters.

 Only one member (or couple) may be recognized from 
each club per calendar year.  In addition to the adult mem-
ber, your club may also recognize a junior member.  

 Time for honoring your 2015 member is upon us.  Let’s 
hear about al those good folks who continue to do a job 
well done for your club.  My contact information is on page 
____of this issue.
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Hello Seekers,
 
 Last month I spoke to you of the mineral collections of 
the 17th and 18th centuries. This might lead you to believe I 
am done with those centuries, au contraire mon frère!  As the 
dog barked to the mailman, “I have not yet begun to bite!”

 James Louis Macie is born in Paris in 1765 to Elizabeth 
Hungerford Keate Macie. He is the ille-
gitimate son of Hugh Smithson Percy, 
first Duke of Northumberland. James 
Macie studies chemistry and miner-
alogy at Pembroke College, Oxford, 
England. As a member of the wealthy 
class, James Macie field collects ex-
tensively and develops his skills with 
mineral analytical experimentation. 

James will change his surname to Smithson in 1801 and in 
1802 publishes a paper which identifies zinc carbonate a 
“calamine” not zinc oxide as thought by Haὕy. Zinc carbon-
ate will later be named Smithsonite in his honor.

 James Smithson is quite wealthy when he dies in 1829, 
leaving most of his estate to his nephew, with the provi-
sion that if the nephew dies childless the estate would 
go------to the United States of America, to found at Wash-
ington, under the name of the Smithsonian Institution, an 
establishment for the increase and diffusion of knowledge 
among men.

 God, I love that kind of talk!

 You know the nephew, Henry James Hungerford, will 
die childless because there exists the greatest museum 
system in this country (author’s opinion), called the Smith-
sonian Institution.
 
 The James Smithson estate included $550,000, 105 
bags of 1,000 gold sovereigns each and 8,000 to 10,000 
mineral specimens described and labeled in Smithson’s 
own writing, along with his papers and other effects.
 
 But not so fast readers! When it came to creating this 
great institution, “ya got trouble, right here in River City! 
With a capital “T” and that rhymes with “P” and stands for 
Pool!” I know that doesn’t rhyme with S.I. but what can I 
do? Suffice it to say that this young nation is wet behind 
the ears.  This new nation is a tad bit insecure when deal-

JAmes l. mACIe
by Andy B. Celmer

ing with its older, more experienced 
European neighbors. Anyway, River 
City in this case is Washington, DC 
and President Andrew Jackson, (his 
friends called him Andy B), is unsure 
if he has the power to accept the 
gift. So he will ask congress to give 
him said power. Senator John C Cal-
houn, (South Carolina), believes it will 
abridge States right’s to accept the gift and Senator William 
Campbell Preston, (South Carolina), says, “[E]very whipper-
snapper vagabond…might think it proper to have his name 
distinguished in the same way.” The bill will pass in its own 
good time. As they say of congress, “how long does it take 
to pass a bill?” Reply, “three months.” “What if it’s an emer-
gency?” Reply, “four months!”
 
 The Smithsonian Institution exterior is completed in 
1849 and the Smithson collection is soon installed and we 
all live happily ever after. “But wait Andy B,” both of my 
readers ask, “why do we not see at least some of James 
Smithson’s minerals on display?” Funny you should ask.
 
 January 24, 1865 is another cold day in the nation’s 
capital. A few days prior a stove is installed in the picture 
gallery. Inadvertently the exhaust from said stove is insert-
ed into an air chamber in the wall instead of the flue. A fire 
consumes the third floor along with Smithson’s mineral 
collection and most of his papers. Two hundred oil paint-
ings by John Mix Stanley are lost as well as the contents 
of the public libraries of Alexandria, Virginia and Beaufort, 
South Carolina. Thus depriving the nation of the knowl-
edge of James Smithson as a great mineral collector!
 
 Smithsonian Regent Alexander Graham Bell brings 
James Smithson’s remains to Washington DC and they are 
interred in a tomb in the Smithsonian Building. Next time 
you are in the nations capital, stop by and visit, he loves 
the company.
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sAFeTy mATTers - lImITIng FACTOrs
by ellery Borow

 Speaking of safety matters - this time of year, and re-
ally any time of year, it is wise to 
mind ones limits.  Safety has a great 
deal to do with ones personal limits.  
I know, people are pretty much go-
ing to do what they want to do and 
often simply ignore limits. I know, 
people are pretty much going to do 
what they want to do and often sim-
ply ignore limits, but limits are often 
related to safety concerns.

 From time to time one hears of a fellow out shoveling 
snow and having a heart attack.  A heart attack could hap-
pen any time, but when one ignores their own personal 
limits it tends to, at times, tempt fate.  If one is in a high 
risk group, say males of middle age and working out in the 
cold where the blood vessels are constricted in order to 
keep blood flow and warmth where it is most needed - in 
the core of the body - well, that is a limitation factor folks 
should well mind.

 There are numerous additional limitation factors to 
mind in our hobby.  Sure one can walk a 1/4 mile into a 
quarry, but one should be mindful that one will be walking 
out another 1/4 mile and this time, hopefully, carrying a 
pack or bucket of great, yet heavy minerals.  What is your 
limit...walking 200 feet, 1,000 feet, 1/2 mile, two miles...
and back?  It is wise to know and mind ones own personal 
limits.

 How does one know their limits?  Truly, one would not 
want to set a personal limit too low since that would need-
lessly restrict doing things that one could indeed do.  Then 
again, one would not want to set limits too lofty and pos-
sibly put oneself into a difficult situation.

 If there are doctor imposed limits of walking distance, 
those indeed should be prudent to respect.  However, if 
limits are self-imposed, such limits could be more difficult 
to respect the extent of the limitation. Care and common 
sense should be the watchword of the day.

 There are numerous personal limits we work with ev-
ery day.  How good is one’s eyesight for a person faceting 
a stone?  One would not want to make eyesight related 
mistakes.  How tired is one feeling?  One would not want to 
experience a driving accident from being tired.  How achy 

is one feeling?  One would not want to be breaking a lot of 
rock and, due to ones feeling achy, keep missing the chisel 
with their hammer strikes, etc.

 So, in this challenging time of year, and really every 
time of year, please pay attention and mind ones limits - 
minding the small thing of a limit could be your healthy 
choice.

 ‘Nuff said for now.  Please be safe within limits.

FInAl renewAl remInder
from Jean Charsky, Treasurer

 Take a look at the mailing label 
on this issue of the EFMLS News.  
If it says “14”, then your club has 
not yet renewed its membership 
in the Eastern Federation.

 The deadline for sending in 
your renewal form and fees is 
March 1!

 After that date your club will 
lose all EFMLS privileges including:
 -liability and accident insurance if you subscribed
 -the use of the EFMLS program library
 -your ability to attend the EFMLS Wildacres Workshops
 -information about your club on the EFMLS website
 - publicity about your club show in EFMLS News
 - and much, much more.

 An information form (renewal form) can be found else-
where in this issue.  If your mailing label says “14”, I urge 
you to fill out the form and send it to me along with your 
club dues check and a copy of the form to Directory Editor 
Carolyn Weinberger asap.

 Missed the deadline?  Not to worry.  You can still rejoin 
by paying your dues and sending the form, but there is a 
$10 reinstatement fee.

 Please hurry.  We’d hate to lose you.
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A bIT OF heAven On eArTh
by Steve Weinberger

 We just returned from Tucson and the big gem and 
mineral shows.  I can tell you honestly that living out there 
with 80 degree weather for two weeks was wonderful.  I 
can also tell you that getting off the plane and finding our-
selves faced with 15 degree temperature and ice and snow 
on our parked car was quite a shock!  I can only imagine 
how those living in New England with all it’s bitter cold and 
7+ feet of snow must have felt upon their return.

 While enjoying all the wonderful gems and minerals 
in Tucson we also had an opportunity to visit with our two 
Speakers-in-Residence for our EFMLS Wildacres Work-
shops.  Both are excited to be coming once again...in fact, 
Bob Jones, the May 18 - 24 speaker has already given us 
the titles of his six talks for the week and Denise Nelson, 
the August 24 - 30 speaker, has already planned her talks 
as well.  You’re really in for a wonderful treat regardless of 
which session you can attend.

 The chance for your club to win a scholarship to one of 
the 2016 Wildacres Workshop sessions is still on.  Just send 
an e-mail a copy of your club bulletin containing a story 
about Wildacres (or a poem, or reprint of this article) and 

Bob Jones Denise Nelson

we’ll give you one ticket per article for the drawing. The 
correct e-mail to use for the contest is <efmlswildacres@
gmail.com>. If you don’t have e-mail, we’ll accept your bul-
letin copies via “snail mail”.  Just use the address listed on 
page 15 of this issue.   In July we’ll put all the tickets in 
a large container and select one as the 2016 scholarship 
recipient.  If your club holds the winning ticket, you can de-
cide who the lucky scholarship recipient is.  Bulletins pub-
lished between December 2014 and June 2015 are eligible.

 During the week you’ll have an opportunity to take 
either one class that lasts 4 days or two classes that each 
last 2 days.  The list of what’s being offered follows on the 
next pages.

 Room and board along with gratuities, class instruction, 
six talks by our Speaker-in-Residence, and much much more 
is only $390 per person!  Materials fees for classes are extra 
and will vary depending on the class (or classes) you take.  In 
addition to the classes and the talks by our Speakers - in - Resi-
dence, you’ll participate in our tail-gate session, auction, and 
sharing session along with time to go on a field trip or explore 
the beautiful Little Switzerland area and much more.

 In the meantime, send in your reservations for either 
the May or August sessions.  



Wildacres spring classes – May 18  24, 2015.  speaker-in-residence:  BoB Jones   
Class & Instructor Description
Beading and Findings
     Mia Schulman
     

Knotting is back. You will learn how to make a knotted bead necklace as well as how to identify and properly 
use “findings” such as jump rings and clasps. If time permits you can also make a bracelet and/or earrings to 
match.  2-day class offered first semester. No prior experience necessary.

Knitted Wire and Bead Bracelet
     Mia Schulman

Don’t worry, you don’t have to know how to knit. These bracelets are stunning and people are always sur-
prised when told they are knitted. 2-day class offered second semester. No prior experience necessary.

Cabochons – Basic
     Bernie Emery

Learn to transform a piece of rock into a shiny, well-formed cabochon.  You will learn the use of the trim saw as well 
as basics of grinding, sanding and polishing.  Slabs are provided or students may use their own with approval of the 
instructor.  Please bring an apron and safety glasses.  2-day class offered first semester.  No prior experience necessary.

Cabochons - Intermediate
     Bernie Emery

Learn to cut different shapes and the techniques needed to do so.   Slabs are provided or students may use 
their own with approval of the instructor.  Please bring an apron and safety glasses.    Prerequisite:  Students 
must have prior experience with cabbing and use of the trim saw. 2-day class offered second semester.

Chainmaille – Basic
     Roger Campbell

Learn the ancient art of chainmaille using non-soldered copper jumprings. Students will learn different  weaves 
while completing class projects. All tools will be provided. An optivisor or other magnification would be helpful. 
2-day class offered first semester. No prior experience necessary.

Chainmaille – Continued
     Roger Campbell

The 2nd semester class will be a short review of chainmaille and students will learn additional weaves. All 
tools will be provided. An Optivisor® or other magnification would be helpful. 

Faceting
    Larry Heath

Students will learn to cut and polish a 57-facet round brilliant gemstone.  In addition, they will learn how to iden-
tify well-cut stones, select rough material and see whether or not they enjoy this fascinating aspect of the hobby.  
Students are asked to bring an Optivisor (#7 or #9) and an apron. 4-day class.  No prior experience necessary.

Fused Glass  – Advanced
     Becky Edmundson

Students will learn to use a wet saw to cut shapes, a grinder to smooth the glass, and a jewler’s bit to cut 
a channel in the piece before it is fire polished in a kiln. You should expect  to complete a minimum of two 
pieces. Students are asked to bring safety glasses and, if you own them, a glass cutter and breaking pliers.  No 
prior experience necessary. 2-day class offered first semester.   Note: The advanced class is offered before the 
basic class for fused glass because more firing time is required for the more complex pieces.  

Fused Glass – Basic
     Becky Edmundson

Fused glass is the art of cutting and layering pieces of glass and then firing them in a kiln. Dichroic coated glass 
gives a 3-D look. Students will learn the basics of cutting and firing the glass and will complete at least two 
pieces of jewelry. Students are asked to bring safety glasses and, if you own them, a glass cutter and breaking 
pliers. 2-day class offered second semester.  No prior experience necessary.

Photographing Small Mineral Spec-
imens  – Bruce Gaber

Students will learn to set up, light and photograph small mineral specimens to show off their beauty.
2-day class offered first semester. No prior experience necessary.

Modern Macrophotography
     Bruce Gaber

The natural world is often at its most wonderful when viewed – and photographed – with magnification. Min-
erals, flowers, insects, all can reveal dramatic beauty in the space of moderate Magnification. We will learn 
the tools and techniques to be photographic explorers of this space. In addition to lens selection,lighting, and 
of course choice of appropriate subjects, we will use state-of-the-art digital techniques such as focus stack-
ing and high dynamic range imaging. And we’ll have a lot of fun while we’re at it. 2-day class offered second 
semester.  No prior experience necessary.              

Basics of Scrimshaw
     Sandra Brady

Scrimshaw, a folk art dating back centuries, is a special form of engraving applied to ivory and similar materials. This 
course offers an excellent way to begin traditional scrimshaw. Working with a hand scribe you will learn attractive 
shading techniques and how to work on both natural and man-made materials. You will also learn basic composi-
tion and tool sharpening, as well as transfer methods for those who are “drawing challenged.” An optivisor or other 
magnification is recommended. 2 day course offered first semester. No prior experience necessary.

Scrimshaw – Color Basics
     Sandra Brady

Building on the methods taught in the first semester, students will be introduced to color. Again, working 
on both natural and man-made materials, modern scrimshaw methods utilizing the beauty of color will be 
explored. Preservation of your art work will be included. Bring an optivisor. 2-day course offered second se-
mester. Prerequisite: Basics of Scrimshaw.   

Silversmithing - Basic
     Richard Meszler
    

Have fun learning the basics of working silver sheet and wire to fabricate jewelry.  The projects will introduce 
you to annealing and bending/shaping/texturing metal, soldering, piercing and polishing.  2-day class offered 
1st semester.  No prior experience necessary.

Silversmithing – Intermediate
     Richard Meszler

Continue your education working with metals by doing a more complex project.  You will learn to make a bezel 
and ball in which you will set a cabochon to make a pendant.  2-day class offered second semester.  Prerequi-
site:  Basic silversmithing experience including soldering.

Wirewrapped Jewelry           
     Jacolyn Campbell

Using pliers, gold-filled or sterling silver wire, assorted beads or gemstones, and a few basic wirecraft techniques, 
learn how to create your own fashion rings, bracelets, pendants and earrings to add that perfect accent to your jew-
elry wardrobe or to give as gifts. All tools and materials will be provided.    #1 - Designed for beginners, participants 
will make an adjustable ring, two bracelets, a pendant and two pairs of earrings. 2-day class offered first semester.
# 2 - Designed for those with some experience (or a brave beginner) participants will make a fitted ring, two 
pairs of earrings, a cabochon pendant and a bracelet. 2-day class offered second semester.
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Class & InstruCtor DesCrIptIon

Faceting –
      Steve Weinberger

Students will learn to cut and polish a 57-facet round brilliant gemstone. In addition they will how 
to identify well-cut stones, select rough material and see whether they enjoy this fascinating aspect 
of the hobby. Students are asked to bring an optivisor and/or jeweler’s loupe if you have one. 4-day 
class. No prior experience necessary.

Gem Identification -
     B. Jay Bowman

Students will learn to use the various instruments used to identify cut gems. This will include the, 
refractometer, spectroscope and others. They will practice on a variety of stones provided. 4-day 
class. No prior experience necessary.

Gem Trees – Basic
     Suzie Milligan

Gem trees are a replica of a tree that is made from wire using gemstones for leaves, etc.  The formed 
tree will be placed on a stone base.  The student will learn to measure and cut the wire for their tree, 
how to twist the wires, how to place the tree on a selected base, and then add polished gemstones.  
No experience is needed.  2-day class offered 1st semester.

Gem Trees – Advanced
     Suzie Milligan

The student will learn to form different types of trees.  These may include maple, willow or pine.  
We will make a tree using beads (no gluing required).  Pre-requisite:  Basic Gem Trees.  2-day class 
offered 2nd semester.

Intarsia –
     Richard Shackleton

In this intarsia class we will start with a kit to frame a picture jasper. You will learn the basic procedures 
of gluing rocks together framing a center piece. Then you will make a design pattern intarsia. After 
these two projects you will know enough to create on your own. You are welcome to bring your own 
material. You should have had some experience with grinding stones. You will be using flat laps and 
genie grinding machines. It is easy and fun and you’ll end up with some nice pieces. 4-day class.

Polymer Clay –
     Barbara McGuire

This beginning class includes all the ‘ah-ha’s’ that are easy, exciting and effective when Introduced to 
polymer. You’ll learn the very basics, including the finishing, but the real bonus to the class is learn-
ing the elements and principles of design. If you are color-challenged this is a great opportunity to 
learn, as polymer is a playground of color. With very simple “tricks of the trade” the possibilities are 
endless to create your unique portfolio of beads, jewelry components, focal cabochons and surface 
design. Good for wearing, wrapping, setting and jewelry design.
4-day class. No prior experience necessary.

Roadside Geology –
      Virginia Meador

Bring your camera and join us for a roadside tour of nearby features to study the geologic his-
tory of the Blue Ridge region with an added bonus of photo ops and tips. 2-day class offered 
second semester.

Silversmithing – Basic
     Richard Meszler

Have fun learning the basics of working silver sheet and wire to fabricate jewelry. The projects will 
introduce you to annealing and bending/shaping/texturing metals; soldering, piercing and polish-
ing. 2-day class offered first semester. No prior experience necessary

Silversmithing – Intermediate 
     Richard Meszler

Continue your education working with metals by doing a more complex project. You will learn to 
make a bezel and bail in which you will set a cabochon to make a pendant. 2-day class offered sec-
ond semester. Pre-requisite: basic silversmithing experience including soldering.

Soapstone Carving
     Sandy Cline

This class will provide a general introduction to the carving of soapstone. You will develop a  working 
knowledge of the material, tools, safe handling issues and the methods used to complete a carving. 
You will produce a simple piece and progress to making a more advanced sculpture of your choice. 
The development of your own personal style will be encouraged. 2-day class offered  both semes-
ters. No prior experience necessary.

Wildacres “Wild” –
     Virginia Meador

Students will explore the beauty of the Wildacres area including its flora and some of its hidden 
secrets. Good walking shoes with ankle support and rain gear are recommended. This is not a  class 
for those having difficulty walking woodland trails and hills. 2-day class offered first  semester.

Wildacres 2nd session  classes – august  24-30, 2015.  
 speaker-in-residence:  denise nelson



2015 EFMLS Wildacres Registration
PLEASE, ONLY one person per form per session

CHECK ONE:    May 18-24:__________     Fall:   August 24 - 30:__________                                 
 Please fill out a separate registration form for each person attending and return to PAMM BRYANT, Reg-
istrar at 2645 Davis Mill Rd, Goochland, VA 23063.   No registration will be accepted prior to January 1, 2015.  
(To make it easier for the registrar and others, please do not change or revise this form.  You may photocopy 
it as needed.)  Please write legibly!

Name (as you wish it to appear on your name badge):______________________________________

 Street:___________________________________City:_____________________State:_________Zip:___________

 Telephone number with area code: _________________________ e-mail:________________________________

 Club/Society Affiliation:_______________________________________________________________________

 Fee for each session is $390.00 per person.  Deposit is $185 per person, payable with registration.  
 Make checks payable to “EFMLS”.  Balance of fee is due 30 days prior to start of session.   No postdated checks will be accepted.

Cancellation policy:  If unable to attend, fees paid will be refunded if notification is given prior to one month before the session 
 begins.  No refund will be made after that date.

Circle appropriate responses:
 Have you been to Wildacres before?  Yes_____  No_____ Is your Club paying your tuition?   Yes_____ No_____

 Name of roommate:__________________________________________ (If none, one will be assigned).
  
 Are you:  Male_____ Female _____  (No single rooms are available).      Are you a smoker?   Yes____   No____
               (No smoking is allowed in any building)
 
 Do you have any physical handicaps and / or special dietary needs?   Yes______  No______   
  If YES, please explain on reverse side.

 Do you have material for exhibiting that you would be willing to display at Wildacres?     Yes_____      No______

 Do you have a skill to demonstrate or a program to share (up to 40 minutes)?      Yes_____     No_____

Class Pre-registration
 See EFMLS Newsletter or Website ( efmls-wildacres.org/ ) for class offerings.
 You will either be able to take one 4-day class or two 2-day classes.  All participants must take classes.
 
 Which of the classes being offered would you like to take? Please indicate at least 3 choices in order of preference for each semes-
ter. You will be preregistered for classes based on your choices, but no class placement is guaranteed.  Should your preferred class be 
unavailable for any reason you will be preregistered for another of your choices. If no alternate class preference is indicated we will pre-
register you in a class of our choosing, based on availability. 

 1st Semester or 4 day classe choices     Second Semester

 1____________________________________        1_____________________________________ 

 2____________________________________    2_____________________________________

 3____________________________________   3______________________________________   

 4____________________________________   4______________________________________
(No registrations accepted prior to January 1, 2014)
 Mail to:  Pamm Bryant, Wildacres Registrar; 2645 Davis Mill Rd;  Goochland, VA 23063

If you have any questions, please contact either 
 Pamm Bryant, Registrar at <pjbryant6  at   juno.com> or 804-457-4698  or 
 Fran Sick, Director at <ednfran  at   epix.net> or 570-928-8313.

For Office Use Only

ID #_______________

Date Rec'd"____________

Amt. Paid:__________

Ck #: ______________ 

Amt. Paid:_____________

Ck #:_________________

Paid in Full:_____________
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2015 EFMLS Club Information Form
Please type or print clearly.  Be sure to fill in all spaces!

Club Name:_________________________________________________________________________________________

Club website:  _______________________________________________________________________________________

Meeting Date:_______________________________________________Time:____________________________________

Meeting Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________

 City:_________________________________________________State:__________________________________

President:______________________________________________________Telephone:_____________________________  

 Address:______________________________________________________________________________________

 City:__________________________________ State:_____________Zip Code:______________________________

 E-mail:________________________________________________________________________________________

Vice President:___________________________________________________Telephone:_____________________________  

 Address:______________________________________________________________________________________

 City:__________________________________ State:_____________Zip Code:______________________________

 E-mail:________________________________________________________________________________________

Secretary:______________________________________________________Telephone:_____________________________  

 Address:______________________________________________________________________________________

 City:__________________________________ State:_____________Zip Code:______________________________

 E-mail:________________________________________________________________________________________

Treasurer:______________________________________________________Telephone:_____________________________  

 Address:______________________________________________________________________________________

 City:__________________________________ State:_____________Zip Code:______________________________

 E-mail:________________________________________________________________________________________

EFMLS Liaison:__________________________________________________Telephone:_____________________________  

 Address:______________________________________________________________________________________

 City:__________________________________ State:_____________Zip Code:______________________________

 E-mail:________________________________________________________________________________________

COnTInued On OTher sIde
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Editor:______________________________________________________Telephone:________________________________  

 Address:______________________________________________________________________________________

 City:__________________________________ State:_____________Zip Code:______________________________

 E-mail:________________________________________________________________________________________

Webmaster:__________________________________________________Telephone:________________________________  

 Address:______________________________________________________________________________________

 City:__________________________________ State:_____________Zip Code:______________________________

 E-mail:________________________________________________________________________________________

Bulletin Name:________________________________________________________________________________________

Show and/or Swap Date:___________________Location:____________________________________________________

Number of Members: Adults:__________  Juniors:__________ Total:__________

 Are you paying for Juniors?   Yes:__________  No:__________

Months Officers are Elected:__________ Installed:__________ Take Office:__________

If you are in need of Membership Cards please contact the EFMLS Supply Chair, 
 K.C. Foster, 114 Mayfair Lane, Boynton Beach, FL 33426; (561) 968-5287; katrinkaper@yahoo.com

inFormation For the eFmls website:
 The EFMLS website will list the name, location and meeting time and information for your club as well as the date and 
location of your annual show or swap.  We would like to list at least one contact person as well so that interested persons know 
who to contact for information about your club.  Please indicate the name(s) of your contact people plus the info that you wish 
to have placed on the website for each.  (i.e. Editor:  Sir Barkley Bigfoot, <milkbone@dogbreath.org>)

Name:____________________________________________________ Office held:________________________________

 Contact information for web:____________________________________________________________________

  _____________________________________________________________________________________

Name:____________________________________________________ Office held:________________________________

 Contact information for web:____________________________________________________________________

  ____________________________________________________________________________________

Please verify your check is for the correct amount ($1.75 per voting member) and that you have completed all of the 
information on the form.  Mail your check and one (1) copy of this form to the EFMLS Treasurer, and one (1) copy of the 
form to the EFMLS Directory Editor. Checks should be made payable to “EFMLS”.
  Jean Charsky, EFMLS Treasurer,  2430 N Glebe Rd; Arlington, VA 22207-3536  
  Carolyn Weinberger, Directory Editor, PO Box 302; Glyndon, MD 21071-0302

Signature of individual completing form:__________________________________________Date:_____________________
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65th Annual EFMLS Board of Directors’ Meeting
Hickory, NC

Friday, March 27, 2015

Because of occasional problems with USPS,  an e-mail  to <beisenacher@comcast.net > would be appreciated at the 
time of mailing so I will be expecting the registration form and will be able to contact you if it is not received.

Please print all information requested clearly.
NAME OF
SOCIETY:_______________________________________________________________________________

DIRECTOR:_____________________________________E-MAIL:_________________________________
(The president of each society is a Director of EFMLS. Please list the president’s name only if the president 

plans to attend this meeting.)

DIRECTOR’S 
ALTERNATE: ___________________________________E-MAIL:_________________________________ 

(To represent the society if the president cannot attend the meeting)

DELEGATE:_____________________________________E-MAIL:_________________________________ 
(Elected by society members)

ALTERNATE
DELEGATE:_____________________________________E-MAIL:_________________________________ 

(To represent society if Delegate cannot attend meeting) 

                                                   

                                                                             _______________________________________________ 
                                                                                               SIGNATURE AND TITLE OF SOCIETY OFFICER

RETURN BY MAIL  by  March 12, 2015  to: 
 Bev Eisenacher 
 EFMLS Secretary
 394 Hivner Road
 Harrisburg, PA 17111

From the EFMLS Constitution
(Article V, Sec. 3)
 It shall be the responsibility of each 
Member Society to notify the Secretary in 
writing of the names of its Director, Dele-
gate and alternate who expect to attend the 
Annual Meeting fifteen (15) days prior to 
the convening date.
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2015 AFms endOwmenT drAwIng
by Carolyn Weinberger

 Prizes are rolling in for the 2015 AFMS Endowment 
Drawing.  Funds garnered from ticket sales are invested in 
the AFMS Endowment Fund principal and used to provide 
items such as badges for your junior rockhound program 
and videos or digital slide programs for the regional fed-
eration libraries.  

 Prizes already donated include:

  a howlite and onyx necklace
  an amazing piece of Withlacoochie coral
  a framed fossil fish from Wyoming
  a pair of Tampa Bay corals
  a fossil fish “plate”
  a bola tie 
  a calcite specimen
  a pair of jade fruit carvings
  a lovely sterling necklace with variscite pendant 
  an etching of an owl on verdite
  a stilbite specimen
  a gold brachiated red jasper pendant set in silver

 More donations are coming!  

 Would you like to donate something for the drawing?  
We’d love to have mineral specimens, lapidary items. fossils, 
jewelry, noteworthy books etc. for the drawing.  If you have 
something to donate, please contact me at <editor@amfed.
org> so we can arrange for you to get the prize(s) to me.  

 The Endowment Drawing will be held during the 2015 
AFMS Convention and Show in Austin Texas this coming 
October.  You need not be present to win.

 To have a chance of winning one of the fabulous prizes, 
you’ll need to hold a ticket!  You can easily obtain one or 
more by sending your check to me, payable to “AFMS En-
dowment”.  Please include a stamped, self-addressed en-
velope along with your name, address and phone number 
so we can notify you and send your prize should one of 
your tickets win a prize.  

 I will have tickets available at the EFMLS Convention in 
Hickory at the end of March as well as the May and August 
EFMLS Wildacres workshops.

 Thanks for your interest, donations, and ticket pur-
chases.



EFMLS NEwS -- March, 2015 15CommuniCation and involvement are the Keys to our suCCess!

15

AFMS Endowment Fund *
 Carolyn Weinberger - (See page 2)

AFMS Scholarship Foundation *
 Ken Creed
 <kcreed   at  maine.rr.com>

 
AFMS Ways & Means *  
 Cheryl Neary  
 <ciervo.neary  at  gmail.com>

 
All American Award *
 Hazel Remaley
 <northridge5  at  verizon.net>

Auction 
 Cheryl Neary  (see AFMS Ways & Means) 

Audit
 Donald Pitkin
 <pitkind  at  earthlink.net>

Boundaries *
 Carl Miller  
 <kobold1  at  erols.com>

Budget & Finance
 Larry Heath   (see page 2)

Bulletin Editors Advisory *
 Mary Bateman
 <mbateman500  at  gmail.com>

Bylaws / Parliamentarian
 Steve Weinberger
 <cscrystals2  at   gmail.com>

Club Rockhound of the Year *
 Ellery Borow
 207-547-3154

Conservation & Legislation *
 Scott Peters
 <slipgapdms  at  aol.com>

Convention Advisory
 Matt Charsky
 <matt2430   at  comcast.net>

Directory
 Carolyn Weinberger - (See page 2)

Each One Teach One
 Betsy Oberheim
 <Aoberheim3  at  comcast.net>

Eastern Foundation Fund
 Michael Kessler
 < quartz7228  at  aol.com>

Historian
 Andy Celmer
 <abcpec  at  comcast.net>

Insurance Coordinator
 Carl Miller   (see Boundaries)

Junior Activities *
 Darryl Powell
 <diamonddan  at  rochester.rr.com> 

Operating Procedures 
 Steve Weinberger   (see Bylaws)

Safety * 
 Ellery Borow - (see Club Rockhound)

Show Coordinator
 Matt Charsky - (Convention Advisory)

Slide & Video Librarian *
 Ken Tudor
 <kentudor  at  yahoo.com>

Supplies
 K.C. Foster
 <katrinkaper  at  yahoo.com>

Uniform Rules
 David Brandon  (see Region III VP)
 

Ways & Means (EFMLS) 
 Gerry Cox
 <gerryannec  at  verizon.net>

Webmaster
 Dan Imel
   <lapidry   at  aol.com>

Wildacres Workshop Committee
 Steve Weinberger, Chair 
  (see Bylaws)

 Gerry Cox    (see Ways & Means)
 
 Bonnie Hird
 <bmwitt  at  citynet.net>
 

 Valerie Johnson
 <moon  at  copper.net>
 

 Richard Meszler
 <rmeszler  at  comcast.net>

 John Milligan
 <jmilligan  at  nyst.rr.com>

 Ken Valko
 <sssoapstone  at  yahoo.com >

Wildacres Continued
 

 Director
 Fran Sick
 <ednfran  at  epix.net>
 
   
 Registrar
 Pamm Bryant
 <pjbryant6  at  juno.com>
  

Nominating (Elected committee)
 Katie Collins - Chair
  (see Region I VP)

 Pamm Bryant 
  (see Wildacres Registrar)

 RJ Harris
 <roqfreq  at   rjharris.com>

 Jim Hird
 <wvyupper  at   frontiernet.net>

 Larry Huffman
 <ldhuff314  at   embarqmail.com>

 Bob Livingston
 <gemguy  at   verizon.net>

 Hazel Remaley
 <northridge5@verizon.net>
  
 
 
  
 
  

EFMLS CoMMittEE ChairS

rEgionaL  ViCE PrESidEntS

Region I
 Kathleen Collins
 <kathleenc55  at  cox.net>

Region II
 Janice Kowalski
 <janicekw  at  hotmail.com>

Region III
 David Brandon
 <brandonbuilds  at  verizon.net>

Region IV
 Jean Charsky
 <Jean2430  at  comcast.net>

Region V
 Judy Budnik
 <wisoh  at  msn.com>

Region VI
 Larry Huffman
 <ldhuff314  at  embarqmail.com>

 

Region VII
 Kim Cochran
 770-979-8331

 
Region VIII
 Michelle Renné
 <tfhae2  at  aol.com>

*Also Eastern Representative 
to American Federation Committee
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EFMLS NEwS
 Carolyn Weinberger, editor

 Po box 302

Visit the eFMls Website

<WWW.aMFed.org/eFMls>

ViSit A Show
from Matt Charsky

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID

If you are an EFMLS member club and would like to have your 
show or swap listed here, send information to Matt Charsky, 
EFMLS Show Coordinator at 2430 N Glebe Rd; Arlington, VA 
22207 or e-mail at <matt2430  at   comcast.net>.

March:
 7 – 8:  52nd Annual Earth Science Gem & Mineral Show 
sponsored by the Delaware Mineralogical Society.  Dela-
ware Technical & Community College, 400 Stanton-Christi-
ana Rd; Newark, DE

 21-22:  51st Annual Gem, Lapidary & Mineral Show 
sponsored by the Gem, Lapidary & Mineral Society of 
Montgomery Co., MD.  Montgomery Co. Fairgrounds, 16 
Chestnut St; Gaithersburg, MD.

 21-22:  Annual Jewelry, Gemstones, Minerals & Fossils 
Show sponsored by the Franklin County Rock & Mineral 
Club.  Hamilton Heights Elementary School, 1589 Johnson 
Rd; Chambersburg, PA.

  28-29:  46th Annual Che-Hanna Rock & Mineral 
Show sponsored by the Che-Hanna Rock & Mineral Club.  
Athens Twp. Volunteer Fire Hall, 211 Herrick Ave; Sayre. PA.

 28:  5th Annual SEMMC Auction sponsored by the 
Southeastern Massachusetts Mineral Club.  Mitchell Me-
morial Club, 29 Elm St; Middleboro, MA.

 28-29:  15th Annual Mineral Treasures & Fossil Fair 
sponsored by the Philadelphia Mineralogical Society and 
the Delaware Valley Paleontological Society.  LuLu Temple, 
5140 Butler Pike, Plymouth Meeting, PA

April:
 10-11:  Annual Atlantic Micromounters Conference 
sponsored by the Micromineralogists of the National Capi-
tal Area.  Springhill Suites Alexandria Marriott, 6065 Rich-
mond Hwy, Alexandria, VA.  Registration at <www.dcmi-
crominerals.org>.

 11-12:  42nd Annual New Haven Mineral Club Show 
sponsored by the New Haven Mineral Club.  Amity Region-
al Middle School, Sheffield Rd., Orange, CT

May:
 16-17:  47th Annual “World of Gems & Minerals” Show 
sponsored by the Berks Mineralogical Society.  Leesport 
Farmers Market Banquet Hall, 312 Gernant’s Church Rd., 
Leesport, PA.

 30:  26th Annual Chesapeake Gem & Mineral Show.  Ruhl 
Armory, I-695 exit 26 south., Towson, MD.   10 am - 4 pm.

 28-29:  65th Annual EFMLS Convention hosted by 
the Catawba Valley Gem & Mineral Club.  Hickory Me-
troplex, Hickory, NC.  
 EFMLS Annual Meeting on Friday, March 27.


