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On The Inside
 Really! It does! Think of cabinet 
specimens, thumbnails and micro-
mounts - one would never enter a 
cabinet specimen in a micro-mount 
competition. Now think even smaller, 
think chips, dust and microns. Imag-
ine collectors working on breaking 
rocks in a hot dusty quarry. Imagine 
the look after hours of digging, ham-
mering, and even perspiring where 
clothes are dirty, gloves are dirty, 
face is probably dust covered (with 
assistance from the aforementioned 
perspiration and dust). The only part 
of one not dust covered are the clean 
circles around your eyes that were 
protected by your goggles - you were 
wearing your goggles weren’t you? If 
so, congratulations! Give yourself a 
pat on the back) 

 Now think of your nose. With all 
that quarry dust and those chips fly-
ing your way, think of the title of this 
article. Size matters. Hammer chips 
may go flying but they soon land on 
the ground or in your shoes. Dust, es-
pecially the really fine particles, are 
often suspended in the air for lengthy 
periods of time - time in which they 
can cover clothes and gloves and 
faces and be inhaled. Our noses are 
nice moist places. They provide great 
mechanisms for collecting dust. Giv-
en small amounts of dust, one’s nose 
is remarkably efficient with keeping 
particulate matter from reaching our 
lungs. Noses are efficient, think of a 
dirty sneeze - you know the kind I’m 

Size Matters
by Ellery Borow, EFMLS Safety Chair

talking about. Now, if you are not ex-
periencing such sneezes again con-
gratulations - either you are working 
in a relatively clean environment or 
are taking steps to protect your lungs 
by wearing a dust filtering mask. Give 
yourself another pat on the back. 

 It is good to protect yourself by 
wearing a dust mask. It is even better 
to prevent dust from getting to you 
in the first place. It’s even better to 
avoid dust in the environment or be 
exposed to dust to begin with; but, 
really, we live in a dirty, dusty world. 
Let’s settle for good ventilation (ei-
ther natural or man made) to keep 
dust away when we can - if we can’t, 
a dust mask may be called for. 

 Lapidary work has similar issues. 
We are supposed to use good ventila-
tion practices and keep dust down by 
keeping things wet as we enjoy our 
lapidary work. Now, think of most 
lapidary equipment. Even with the 
best of good practices the equipment 
becomes dirty and dust covered. 
How does it get dirty? Well, yes there 
is usually some splashing but a good 
deal of cutting dust is transported 
by water vapor and mist in the air. 
That water vapor is carrying that dust 
to equipment, to aprons, to work-
tables, to hands, and again, to faces 
- and faces (except for certain prize 
fighters) are where our noses reside. 
If one does a good deal of lapidary, 
please consider protecting your nose 

with the use of adequate ventilation 
in conjunction with a proper fitting 
dust filtration mask. One may be sur-
prised to note just how moist a dust 
mask gets with that water-vaporcar-
ried dust. 

 Your nose knows that size mat-
ters. I hope this short message has 
engaged your brain to think so as 
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From the Top!
by R. J. Harris, EFMLS President

 Pennsylvania is calling your name! This Septem-
ber the Central Pennsylvania Rock and Mineral Club 
is proud to host the annual EFMLS convention. Our 
state boasts a wealth of natural resources from oil 
to nickel. We are truly excited about welcoming you 
to the commonwealth and have quite the itinerary 
planned, starting with a short trip to nearby Eliza-
bethtown College on Friday afternoon to view the 
world class minerals of the “Masters Mineral Gal-
lery.” A private reception and tour with bus trans-
portation will get our weekend underway.

 Our conventions are the ideal way to find out what the EFMLS is about, and how 
to better use our resources for your club. It will also give you an opportunity to find 
ways for you and your club members to become involved. The EFMLS is just a larger 
version of your local club; an organization run by volunteers. We need fresh blood 
infused often, or we become stagnant like any organization. Please pay special at-
tention to your convention letters and get them in as soon as you can. 

 A special shout out to the Gem, Mineral, and Lapidary Society of Montgomery 
County Maryland. I have never been to a show that had the breadth of hobby-re-
lated demonstrations that they had. Cabbing, faceting, tumbling, mineral identifica-
tion, jewelry making, scouting activities, and more- all at one show! Their attendees 
see all of the aspects of our hobby before they see a single vendor. Bravo!

 Lastly, like the swallows return to Capistrano signaling spring, so the new 
EFMLS Directory arrives. A big thank you to Carolyn Weinberger for the great job 
on this valuable resource.

 Happy Spring rockhounding!
     RJ
 

well. The chips may fall where they 
may but dust goes on and on - just 
hanging around to await inhalation. 

 For this month’s safety review, 
considering the warmer than usual 
temperatures experienced in many 
parts of the east coast this past mid 
and late winter, please consider mak-
ing a review of Bill Klose’s excellent 

sun and heat safety issues article 
in the June//July, 2006 issue of the 
EFMLS News which, if you do not 
have a  copy is available from the 
EFMLS web site at www.amfed.org/
efmls. Just click on the “Newsletter” 
tab to download the issue. 

 Thank you and please remember, 
size and your safety matters! 

Size Matters
continued from page 1
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 Its just becoming Spring, but plans 
are already well 
unfolding for the 
Fall, and the EFMLS 
2012 Convention 
sponsored by the 
Central PA Rock 
and Mineral Club.  

 Here’s some of the wonderful 
things to look forward to in Harris-
burg.  Friday, (September 14)  when 
you arrive at the lovely Radisson 
Hotel, you are invited to take the 
bus at 2:00 and ride in comfort to 
the Elizabethtown College where 
you will enjoy viewing the hundreds 
of world-class famous minerals 
and gems collected by Frank Mas-
ters.  He is a renowned engineer 
and mineral collector who not only 
funded the beautiful building, but 
also donated the incredible speci-
mens that are displayed within! 
Don’t miss the fluorescent display, 
dinosaur eggs, petrified wood, and 
Pennsylvania minerals. You may 
even get to meet Frank himself as 
he will be honored then.  And as 
if the eye-candy isn’t enough, the 
college will have delicious refresh-
ments for your enjoyment!
    
 That gets the weekend off to a 
great start, then after dinner we will 
meet in the Governors Ballroom for 
the annual EFMLS Business meet-
ing.  Saturday the CPRM club will 
welcome you to the unique Zembo 
Shrine building for our 47th annual 
Gem, Mineral, and Jewelry Show,  the 
EFMLS auction, Awards Banquet, 
etc.  But I just want to whet your in-
terest, not detail the itinerary. Now is 
a good time to mark September 15 
and 16th on your calender and plan 
to join us for a wonderful conven-
tion.  See you in September!!

Convention News
by Betsy Oberheim, Chair

HR1581

 In  April 2011 Congressman Kevin McCarthy introduced HR 1581.  This Leg-
islation is called the Wilderness Study Area and Roadless Release Act of 2011.  
What is this bill supposed to do?  It will release wilderness study areas admin-
istered by the Bureau of Land Management that are not suitable for wilder-
ness designation from continued management. It will also release inventoried 
roadless areas within the National Forest System that are not recommended for 
wilderness designations.  What can rockhounds do?  We can write our members 
of congress and ask them to support this bill so that land access and collecting 
sites that are presently unavailable may be opened.

 And while you are writing to your congress member, send a letter to the 
Oregon State Legislatures asking them to stop the Oregon Parks and Recreation 
Department from prohibiting collecting agate on Oregon Beaches.  You can also 
contact the Oregon Parks and Recreation Department, Ocean Shores/Scenic 
Waterways, 725 Summer St. NE,  Suite C, Salem OR 97301 and ask them why 
they are doing this.  They may not realize that if they prohibit collectors they 
may also be cutting down on commerce in their state.

 If this can be done in one state it may spread to other states, like other leg-
islation has.  Thank you.

Conservation & Legislation
by Toni Doncchak, EFMLS Conservation & Legislation Chair  

 If you go to page 21 of your new 
2012 EFMLS Direc-
tory you will be able 
to read about the 
EACH ONE TEACH 
ONE program.  I 
hope you have 
done so before and 

understand it, because I don’t know 
what else to write about to encour-
age you to nominate that certain, 
special person or couple for the hon-
or.  The nomination form was printed 
in the March issue of the newsletter.  
 
 That being said, I will wait for 
your entrees .  Deadline is June 15th.  
The awards will be presented at the 
convention in Harrisburg in Septem-
ber.  See you there.

Each One Teach One
by Hazel Remaley, EOTO Chair

Congratulations!
from the EFMLS Wildacres Committee

 Congratulations to AnnLynne Ben-
son of the Delaware 
Valley Earth Science 
Society (DVESS).  
Ann was the recipi-
ent of the spring 
EFMLS Wildacres 
Scholarship!

 During her week at Wildacres, 
Ann took the basic and basic plus 
classes in wirewrapping.  She plans 
on doing a presentation for her club 
on her week at Wildacres sometime 
this spring.

 The fall scholarship recipient has 
also been selected and we’ll have 
more details about that individual 
once the fall session is over.
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 I am proud to announce the 2012 
AFMS Scholarship honorees from the 
Eastern Federation are 
our own Steve and Caro-
lyn Weinberger. I hon-
estly cannot think of two 
individuals who deserve 
this honor more! Steve 
and Carolyn have been 
the glue that has held the EFMLS and 
AFMS together for many years. 

 Steve and Carolyn Weinberger 
are both retired educators having 
spent 30 years in the public school 
systems of the Baltimore, MD area.

 Steve worked as a middle school 
science teacher before retiring in 
1995. During his teaching tenure 
he served as department chair and 
member of several committees at his 
school.  He also taught an after school 
lapidary club for his students.  In addi-
tion, he taught several teacher train-
ing classes at one of the local colleges.  
Carolyn began her career as a middle 
school geography and social studies 
teacher, but spent the last 20 years 
of her career as an assistant principal 
and acting principal.  She too served 
on numerous school and system-wide 
committees and both were recognized 
by their respective schools and school 
systems for outstanding instructional 
leadership. She also retired in 1995.

 Both are members of several Bal-
timore area gem and mineral clubs – 
Chesapeake Gem and Mineral Society, 
the Gem Cutters Guild of Baltimore 
and the Baltimore Mineral Society 
(BMS).  In addition, they are mem-
bers of the Micromineralogists of the 
National Capital Area (MNCA) and the 
Tucson Gem and Mineral Society.  

 Steve served as president of Gem 
Cutters in 1977 and as treasurer for 

AFMS Scholarship Honorees Selected
by R.J. Harris, EFMLS President

the past 20 or so years.  He recent-
ly became treasurer of the Chesa-

peake club and serves on 
the board of the BMS.  In 
addition, he is the chair-
man of the Atlantic Mi-
cromounters Conference 
for MNCA and has served 
on the EFMLS Wildacres 

Workshop Committee and has been 
its chairperson for the past six years.  
He also teaches faceting at both the 
EFMLS Wildacres Workshops and for 
the Gem Cutters Guild. Steve served 
as president of both the Eastern 
(1994) and American Federations 
(2002) and currently is the Central 
Office Administrator, official photog-
rapher and bylaws chair for AFMS.  
He is also the bylaws chair and parlia-
mentarian for EFMLS.

 Carolyn has served as editor for 
the Gem Cutters for about 35 years and 
most recently added the Chesapeake 
club as well. In addition, she has served 
on the Boards of Directors of Gem Cut-
ters, Chesapeake and BMS and is the 
current treasurer for the BMS.  She too 
is involved with the EFMLS Wildacres 
program, often teaching a class in mi-
cromounting, and handling a myriad of 
behind the scenes tasks to help make 
each session work well.  Carolyn has 
been editor of the EFMLS Newsletter for 
the past 30 years and the AFMS News-
letter for about 12.  She continues to be 
the EFMLS salesperson for the annual 
AFMS Endowment Fund drawing and 
has served as one of the AFMS’ Regional 
Vice Presidents for several terms.

 Both Steve and Carolyn have re-
ceived awards from the Gem Cutters 
Guild (twice!) and have been granted 
“life” membership in the club.  Both 
have also been honored with the 
EFMLS “Citation Award” and with the 
AFMS “Recognition Award”.

 Please congratulate both Steve 
and Carolyn on this well deserved 
honor. I look forward to presenting 
their award and meeting their schol-
arship recipients at our convention in 
September in Harrisburg.

 The Baltimore Mineral Society is 
fortunate to have Alan Pribula as one 
of its members.  Throughout his ten-
ure with the club he has volunteered 
his time at the annual Desautels Mi-
cromount Symposium where he’s 
chaired the silent and voice auction 
activities, headed up the “give-away” 
section of the symposium and always 
assists with setting up and tearing 
down/cleaning up the venue after 
the event has ended.  When one of 
our members passed away and do-
nated his vast collection of minerals 
to the club, Al spearheaded the sort-
ing, storing and eventual sale or give-
away of the houseful of materials.   In 
addition he demonstrates for the club 
at shows put on by other area clubs 
and serves on our Board of Directors.  
We’re fortunate to have Al as one of 
our members.

submitted by Steve & Carolyn Weinberger

 Several years ago when the Ches-
apeake Gem & Mineral Society was 
faced with obtaining a new treasurer, 
and when others in the group declined 
the position, Marilyn May Cornish 
quietly volunteered for the job.  In the 
years since, she’s kept our financial re-
cords meticulously, handling the vari-
ous activities associated with the job 
– records of auction sales, dues col-
lection, membership information, bill 
paying etc. – with quiet professional-
ism.  We are fortunate to have Marilyn 
as a member of our group and thank 
her for her dedication.

submitted by Steve & Carolyn Weinberger

Club Rockhounds
from Ellery Borow,  EFMLS ACROY Chair
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Directory Additions and Corrections
 

Addition:

New Jersey Paleontological Society
 Club Address:  352 Amherst Rd; Linden, NJ 07036
 35 Adults 0 Juniors  Organized:  1991 Joined EFMLS:  1991
  PRESIDENT:   Gary Manageri, 25 Oak St; Bloomfield, NJ 07003.  973-748-4193 <gmanageri@yahoo.com>
  VICE PRES:   Bob Sheridan, 60 Johnson Ave; Bloomfield, NJ 07003.  973-893-1172.  <eagseags@hotmail.com>
  SECRETARY:   Arlene Castleman, 126 So Rte 46-40A; Lodi, NJ 07644.  973-591-1942.  <arlenerocks@optonline.net>
  TREASURER:  Fred Cassel, 352 Amherst Rd; Linden, NJ 07036.  908-587-2764.  <clarkegrizzer@hotmail.com>
  LIAISON:   Jowie Cohn, 776 Asbury St; New Milford, NJ 07646.  201-265-2236.  <fossilh@aol.com>
  EDITOR:   Tom Caggiano, 145 Hayrick Ln; Commack, NY 11725.  631-499-7504.  <tomcagg@aol.com>
  BULLETIN:     The NJPS Paleontograph
  MEETINGS:    Contact club for time, day and location.

Corrections:
 Page 49:  
  Mineralogical Society of the District of Columbia
   EDITOR:    Sheryl Simms, 6024 Stoddard Ct #P-1; Alexandria, VA 22315.  571-236-1982.  <sesims4@cox.net>

 Page 53:  
  Penobscot Mineral & Lapidary Club 
   PRESIDENT:  Lynne Hartley e-mail should be <billhartley8@gmail.com>

 Page 55:
  Gem, Lapidary & Mineral Society of Montgomery Co. Maryland
   WEBMASTER:  Rebecca Dahlman, 11906 Scovell Terrace, Germantown MD 20874-2535, <info@glmsmc.com>.

 Page 72:
  Gem City Rock & Mineral Society 
   17 Adults, 1 Junior

AFMS Endowment Drawing --- Now 38 Prizes!
from Carolyn Weinberger

 As I hope you know, the AFMS 
Endowment Fund was established as 
a way of raising some extra funds to 
help pay for special projects.  Monies 
earned by the fund are invested and 
only the interest is used for these proj-
ects.  With interest rates being down, 
the only way that these projects - 
among them the AFMS Junior Badges 
and slide programs that your club can 
borrow - can continue is by increasing 
the fund premium so more interest can 
be earned.  

 The 2012 Endowment Drawing 
will be held during the AFMS Conven-
tion in Minnetonka, MN at the end of 
July.  Winners need not be present 
at the drawing, but it would be nice 
to be able to hand you your winning 
prize!! As of April 2, there are 38 priz-
es that you might win!  

 Want a ticket or tickets?  You can 
obtain them from me by sending your 
check, payable to “AFMS Endowment 
Fund” along with a stamped, self-ad-

dressed envelope.  If you’re interest-
ed in one of the lapidary equipment 
items (prizes 1 - 4) you must let me 
know which one so I can mark your 
ticket appropriately.  Some clubs buy 
a block of tickets and if they win, use 
the prize for a door prize at either a 
club meeting or special occasion.

 Photos and descriptions of all priz-
es have been in the AFMS Newsletter 
which you can download from the 
AFMS website <www.amfed.org>.
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Think Fall!
by Steve Weinberger

 Spring sprung and with it the 
first 2012 EFMLS 
Wildacres Workshop 
came and went.  What 
a wonderful week the 
assembled group en-

joyed!  Wildacres itself is special and 
an EFMLS Workshop held in this fabu-
lous retreat is even more special.

 Jeff Scovil, our Speaker-in-Resi-
dence took us on photo journeys to 
Morrocco and Madagascar, to Cor-
nell University and Arizona, shared 
images of an amazing private mineral 
collection and shared a year in his life 
as a world class photographer.  All of 
that just weeks after undergoing hip 
surgery -- that’s true dedication!

 Fall is just months away and with 
it comes your last opportunity for 
2012 to get in on the action and fun at 
Wildacres.  The line-up of classes being 
offered is exciting and listed on page 7.  

 If you’ve not yet registered for fall 
(September 3 – 9) what are you waiting 
for?  Where else can you find a week of 
fun, relaxation, and learning for $370 
per person?  This fee includes room and 
board!!!!  Rooms are comfortable with 
private bath.  Meals are good and the 
food is always plentiful.  Best of all, be-
sides the classes you take and the talks 
you’ll hear from Speaker-in-Residence 
Julian Gray are the people you’ll share 
the week with.  Priceless!

 So register for the fall session and 
enjoy an experience that you won’t 
soon forget at the Wildacres Retreat.
A registration form is on page 8. 
 
 Questions?  Visit the EFMLS 
Wildacres website <www.amfed.org/
EFMLS> and click on the Wildacres 
tab or contact us at <info@efmls-wil-
dacres.org>. 

 Perhaps I am going out on a 
limb here! then 
again! perhaps 
not. I am go-
ing to make a 
guess that your 
club may be 
having a prob-
lem associated 
with select-
ing your Club 

Rockhound of the Year. 

 So very many clubs have so very 
many really great volunteers that I am 
going to guess that your club may be 
having a problem trying to select just 
one honoree out of the many great 
candidates within your club. I can 
both sympathize and empathize with 
such issues. It is indeed difficult to 
select just one when there are many 
excellent choices available. 

 If I may,  I would like to offer some 
ideas for your consideration when 
selecting your club’s ACROY. One 
can commence with the outstanding 
member last (or first) names begin-
ning with the letter “A” and go up the 
alphabet from there to select a can-
didate. One may start with the great 
and helpful member serving the club 
for the longest time. One could be-
gin with the great and helpful mem-
ber offering the most smiles to new 
members. One may select the mem-
ber putting on the most programs, 
or who teaches the most members, 
or always volunteers first. Perhaps 
one may start the selection with the 
member most often serving as an 
officer, or committee chair or who 
brings in the most new members, or - 
well it is really your choice as to what 
criteria you use. In fact we would like 
to encourage you to feel free with be-
ing creative with your selection. Re-
ally,  it’s that easy to make a selection 

for a club’s ACROY! 

 Yes, there is a difficulty with try-
ing to select the best of the best. The 
choice is perhaps a bit easier in the 
knowing that the choice is only for 
one year. Next year your club may 
select another honoree. Year after 
year you may select additional names 
among your great and helpful mem-
bers. Over a period of several years, 
each and everyone of a club’s most 
outstanding and most appreciated 
members may be the club’s CROY. 

 If your honoree is just one half of 
a hard working couple - well, please 
feel free to honor them as a couple. 
We also would like to encourage 
clubs to additionally honor a junior 
member for their helpful effort. Yes,  
it really is that easy to honor your out-
standing members as your club’s very 
own Club Rockhound of the Year. 

 Once your club has made it’s 
selection, simply write a few words 
describing their name(s), their ac-
complishments in service to the club! 
and the name of the club and person 
submitting the honoree’s name. 

 Then send the information on to 
me and I’ll do the rest. My address 
on the Club Rockhound of the Year 
committee is mentioned later in this 
issue.  (page 9)

 Let’s honor those deserving 
members who have served our clubs 
so very well. Let’s hear from your club 
with your 2012 honoree! 

Having An ACROY Problem?
by Ellery Borow, EFMLS ACROY Chair
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Wildacres Fall Classes –  September  3 – 9, 2012.  Speaker-in-Residence – Julian Gray

Class & Instructor Description
Beading - Bezeled Cabochons & More
     Cheryl Brown

Learn to bezel a cabochon and create a necklace using a simple spiral stitch with seed beads.  If time al-
lows we’ll also learn to make earrings.  Please bring an Optivisor if you have one.  No prior experience is 
needed.  2-day class offered 1st semester.

Beading – Embroidery Plus
     Cheryl Brown

Learn to bezel a cabochon (or reinforce skills learned in the 1st semester) and create a bead embroidery 
cuff bracelet using seed beads.  If time allows we’ll also move on to creating earrings.  Please bring an 
Optivisor if you have one.  No prior experience necessary.  2-day class offered 2nd semester.

Cabochons - Basic
     Al DeMilo

Hands-on instruction will be given to show how to transform a rough piece into a shiny, well-formed cabo-
chon.  The use of a trim saw as well as techniques to grind, sand and polish the stone into a standard size 
and shape will be covered.  Slabs will be provided, but you may use your own with instructor’s approval.  
Students should bring safety glasses and an apron.  No prior experience necessary.  2-day class offered 
1st semester. 

Cabochons - Opal Cutting
     Al DeMilo

To unlock the mysteries of opal cutting, students will be taught how to select rough, develop a strategy for 
trimming away the unusable areas, grind to a pleasing jewelry-suitable shape and then release the beauty 
and display of colors by the sanding and final polishing steps.  How to maintain the balance between the 
optimum color and yield will be discussed.  Students may use their own rough, approved by the instructor, 
or may purchase it directly from the instructor.  Please bring a plastic apron, safety goggles or personal eye 
glasses and an Optivisor if you own one.  Prerequisite:  Students must have completed a basic cabochon 
course.  2-day class offered 2nd semester.

Faceting
     Reivan Zeleznik

Students will learn to cut and polish a 57-facet round brilliant gemstone.  In addition, they will learn how to iden-
tify well-cut stones, select rough material and see whether or not they enjoy this fascinating aspect of the hobby.  
Students are asked to bring an optivisor if they have one.  Jeweler’s loupe needed and will be available from the 
instructor for purchase.  No prior experience is necessary.  4-day class. 

Fused Glass - Advanced
     Becky Edmundson

Students will learn to use a wet saw to cut shapes, a grinder to smooth the glass, and a jeweler’s bit to cut a 
channel in the piece before it is fire polished in a kiln.  You should expect to complete a minimum of 2 pieces.  
Students are asked to bring safety glasses and, if you own them, a glass cutter and breaking pliers.  No prior 
experience is necessary.  2-day class offered 1st semester.

Fused Glass - Basic
      Becky Edmundson

Fused glass is the art of cutting and layering pieces of glass and then firing them in a kiln.  Dichroic coated glass 
gives a 3-D look.  Students will learn the basics of cutting and firing the glass and will complete at least 2 pieces 
of jewelry.  Students are asked to bring safety glasses and, if you own them, a glass cutter and breaking pliers.  
No prior experience is necessary.  2-day class offered 2nd semester.

Gem Trees - Basic
     Suzie Milligan

Gem trees are a replica of a tree that is made from wire using gemstones for leaves, etc.  The formed tree will 
be placed on a stone base.  The student will learn to measure and cut the wire for their tree, how to twist the 
wires, how to place the tree on a selected base, and then add polished gemstones.   No experience is needed.  
2-day class offered 1st semester.

Gem Trees - Advanced
     Suzie Milligan

The student will learn to form different types of trees.  These may include maple, willow or pine.  We will make a 
treeing using beads (no gluing required).   Prerequisite:  Basic Gem Trees.  2-day class offered 2nd semester.

Micromounting -
     Carolyn Weinberger

Micromounting is the art of preparing small mineral specimens so they can be best viewed under a micro-
scope.  You will learn the process of making ‘mounts’ and learn to appreciate the beauty of these tiny, often 
perfect specimens.  Students are asked to bring a stereo microscope and illumination for same if they have 
one.  No prior experience necessary.  2-day class offered 1st semester.

Pewter Fabrication
     Bruce Gaber

Learn to make functional and decorative objects from a wonderfully versatile metal.  Pewter is easy to work 
and easy to solder.  This allows us to make a variety of forms in a much shorter time than working in silver.  
Pewter finishes can range from a glossy high luster to a deep rich matte.  It can be embellished by embossing 
and by the addition of an etch or patina.  Join us as we explore this most ancient and traditional material.  
Modern pewter contains no lead.  No prior experience needed.  4-day class.

Silversmithing  - Session 1
     Pat Baker

Students will learn to make a textured, sterling silver ring (band) and a textured, sterling silver pendant 
with a pearl in the center. No prior experience needed.  2-day class offered 1st semester.

Silversmithing - Session 2
     Pat Baker

Students will learn to make a forged, twisted bar and loop sterling silver chain and have the option of a 
ring, pendant or brooch with a set stone as their second project.  No experience required although those 
with soldering experience can make more advanced projects.  2-day class offered 2nd semester.

Soapstone Carving
     Sandy Cline

This class will provide a general introduction to the carving of soapstone.  You will develop a working knowledge 
of the material, the tools, safe handling issues and the methods used to complete a carving.  You will produce a 
simple piece and progress to making a more advanced sculpture of your choice.  The development of your own 
personal style will be encouraged.  No prior experience is needed.  2-day class offered both semesters.
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Memories (and Awards) Are Made of This
by Betsy Oberheim, Chair

 Wouldn’t it be fun to find your 
Mother’s or Aunt’s diary from when 
you were a kid and you could see 
yourself through another’s eyes?  It’s 
just as cool to see your club years ago; 
how it got  started , things they’ve 
accomplished, shows, activities, etc.  
You can get it all together for your fu-
ture members!  This is the collecting 
time of year; save everything you can 
about your club’s activities,and  take 
lots of pictures.  Then throughout the 
year you have time to organize and 
compile the book, but you need all 
the documentation you can get.
      
 John Washburn is the AFMS 
All American chair, and he has put 
together a booklet called  “An All 
American Club Yearbook” to help us.  
You can write to him at John Wash-
burn   107 Deer Creek Rd.   Rochester, 
IL   62563-9220.  Or email him at <jr-
washburn3@att.net>  or call him at 
217-498-7713  for a free copy.  

 Even if you are not sure right now 
about tackling this project; send for 
the booklet, or watch carefully for 
the information in a future issue of 
the AFMS Newsletter.  It will simpli-
fy and help you organize your club’s 
yearbook into something that will be 
appreciated and treasured for many 
years.  The future will thank you!!!

 Sheryl Sims, a member of the 
Northern Virginia Mineral Club, 
submitted her first club year book 
in this year’s EFMLS competition.  I 
was thrilled because her submission, 
which was both beautiful and infor-
mative.  Since she did such a good 
job on her first attempt, I decided to 
interview Sheryl and let her tell you 
about her experience creating her 
club’s year book. 

 Betsy:   Again, great job, Sheryl!  

Have you done any scrapbooking 
before?

 Sheryl:  Thank you so much, Bet-
sy.  Yes, I do have experience creat-
ing scrapbooks.  However, I’ve never 
created any according to set guide-
lines.  That was the real challenge 
for me.  I have always enjoyed me-
morializing special events and activi-
ties via scrapbooks.  Scrapbooking 
is a creative way to show and share 
information, and the variety of types 
of scrapbook are limitless.  For ex-
ample, some scrapbooks are large, 
others small; some are traditional, 
while still others may be created in 
the form of e-books.  The important 
thing to me is to create, share, and 
store memories.  In terms of our 
mineral clubs, it’s the perfect way to 
record a club’s activities.

 Betsy:   What prompted you to 
enter the EFMLS competition?

 Sheryl:  While I enjoy being a 
rockhound, I have no background 
or experience in geology or mineral-
ogy.  Along with being a rockhound, 
I do, however, enjoy writing, photog-
raphy, and scrapbooking.  Entering 
the EFMLS competition was a way to 
make use of all of my passions.  As 
you know, lack of experience needn’t 
keep one from joining a mineral club.  
It certainly didn’t prevent me from 
joining!  As a member, I made it a 
point to read the EFMLS newsletter 
on-line and to learn more about what 
other clubs were doing.  At our meet-
ings or through our club newsletter, 
I enjoyed sharing EFMLS information 
with my club members.  When I saw 
your column, I was excited by the fact 
that it appeared to be something that 
I could do no matter what my back-
ground was.  The competition sound-
ed both fun and doable.  I knew that 

my club didn’t have a year book, yet I 
felt that having one was a wonderful 
idea.  I think that every club should 
have at least one because it has al-
ready proven to be a useful tool for 
our club.  I brought the year book 
to our mineral show to our monthly 
meetings even though I was still in 
the process of completing the book.  
Both club members and guests en-
joyed viewing the year book.  It was 
a quick and easy was to give others a 
glimpse into the life of our club.

 Betsy:   What advice would you 
offer to a novice beginning a book?

 Sheryl:  My advice for some-
one creating a club year book for the 
first time would be to “just do it!”  It 
really is a lot of fun.  If one collects 
material along the way, as you sug-
gested in your column, it doesn’t end 
up being such an overwhelming task 
by the time that the book is ready 
to be submitted.  It’s helpful to have 
others pitch in if you are fortunate 
enough to work with a committee, 
but if not, it only takes one person to 
make the difference.

 Betsy:  What was the most grati-
fying part of doing the book?

 Sheryl:   The most gratifying part 
of doing the year book was the sense 
of accomplishment once it was done.  
I was so happy that my fellow-club 
members liked the book and appreci-
ated my efforts.    I appreciated their 
help in responding to my requests for 
information and material.  It was also 
great to see guests and newcomers’ 
faces light up when they saw pictures 
of our field trips and mineral show.  
Including pictures of club members 
and our activities was a great way to 

continued on page 9
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show how our club shares informa-
tion, learns from one another, and 
has fun while doing so.  We all have 
different levels of experience, exper-
tise, and interests; but collectively, 
we make for a great club and our year 
book reflects that fact.

 Betsy:  Do you hope to enter 
next year?

 Sheryl:  You’ll have to stay tuned 
to find out the answer to “that” ques-
tion, Betsy!

Memories
continued from page 8

 2-3:  Gem Fest – NY Style spon-
sored by the Wayne Co. Gem & Min-
eral Club.  St. Michael’s School, 320 S 
Main St; Newark, NY.

July:
 14-15:  46th Annual Gem, Mineral, 
Fossil & Jewelry Show sponsored by 
the Gem & Mineral Society of Syracuse.  
NEW LOCATION:  SRC Events Center, 
4585 W. Seneca Turnpike, Syracuse, NY

 28-29:  33rd Annual Champlain 
Valley Gem, Mineral & Fossil Show 
sponsored by the Burlington Gem & 
Mineral Club.  Tuttle Middle School, 
500 Dorset St; So. Burlington, VT.

 28-29:  31st Annual Gem & Min-
eral Show sponsored by the Long Island 
Mineral & Geology Society.  Mattituck 
High School, Mattituck, LI, NY.

August:
 4 -5:  Rock Swap and Mineral Auc-
tion sponsored by the Fulton County 
Mineral Club.  Crystal Grove Diamond 
Mine, St. Johnsville, NY.

 25 – 26:  49th Annual Gem, Min-
eral & Jewelry Festival sponsored 
by the Capital Mineral Club.  Everett 
Arena, 15 Loudon Rd; Concord, NJ

 25-26:  46th Annual St. Law-
rence County Show sponsored 
by the St. Lawrence Co. Rock & 
Mineral Club.  Madrid Community 
Center, Madrid, NY.

September

 22-23:  48th Annual Atlantic Coast 
Gem, Mineral & Jewelry Show hosted 
by the Gem Cutters Guild of Balti-
more.  Howard County Fairgrounds, 
MD 32 at I-70; West Friendship, MD.

October:
 5-7:  56th Annual Paul Desautels 
Micromount Symposium hosted 
by the Baltimore Mineral Society.  
MHA Pierson Conference Center, 
Elkridge, MD. 

 20-21:  43rd Annual Roches-
ter Gem, Mineral, Jewelry & Fossil 
Show sponsored by the Rochester 
Academy of Science Mineral Sec-
tion and Rochester Lapidary Soci-
ety. Monroe County Fair & Expo 
Center; Henrietta, NY.

 27-28:  Hot Rocks Show spon-
sored by the Rhode Island Mineral 
Hunters.  Community College of RI, 
Knight Campus, Warwick, RI.

EFMLS Club Shows & Swaps
continued from page 12

15-16:  47th Annual Rock & Min-
eral Show and 63rd Annual EFMLS 
Convention sponsored by the 
Central Pennsylvania Rock & Min-
eral Club.  Zembo Shrine, 3rd and 
Division Sts., Harrisburg, PA.  
EFMLS Annual Meeting, Friday, 
September 14.

 27:  South Penn Rock Swap 
sponsored by the Central PA Rock 
& Mineral Club and Franklin Co. 
Rock & Mineral Club.  South Moun-
tain Fairgrounds, 615 Narrows Rd; 
Biglerville, PA.

November:
 3 – 4:  8th Annual Rock & Gem 
Show sponsored by the Penobscot 
Mineral & Lapidary Club.  Brewer Au-
ditorium, Brewer, ME.

 17-18:  37th Annual Show spon-
sored by the Worcester Mineral Club.  
National Guard Armory, 701 Lincoln 
St; Worcester, MA.

 17-18:  21st Annual Gem, Min-
eral & Fossil Show sponsored by 
the Northern Virginia Mineral Club.  
George Mason University, Rte 123 & 
Braddock Rd; Fairfax, VA.

Reminders!

 June 15:  Each One Teach One 
Nominations due to Hazel Rema-
ley.  See the  March 2012 EFMLS 
News for the nomination form.

 August 4:  Final tuition pay-
ment for fall EFMLS Wildacres 
Workshop registrants due.  New 
registrations will be accepted after 
that date IF space is available.

 August 30:  Deadline for sub-
mitting delegate registration form 
for EFMLS Annual Meeting (avail-
able next month).



2012 EFMLS Wildacres Registration
PLEASE, ONLY one person per form per session

CHECK ONE:    April 10 - 15:__________     September 3 - 9:__________
                                  

 Please fill out a separate registration form for each person attending and return to PAMM 
BRYANT, Registrar at 2645 Davis Mill Rd, Goochland, VA 23063.   No registration will be accepted 
prior to January 1, 2012.  (To make it easier for the registrar and others, please do not change or 
revise this form.  You may photocopy it as needed.)  Please write legibly!

Name (as you wish it to appear on your name badge):_____________________________________________________

 Street:___________________________________City:_____________________State:_________Zip:___________

 Telephone number with area code: _________________________ e-mail:________________________________

 Club/Society Affiliation:_______________________________________________________________________

 Fee for the spring session is $350.00 per person.  Deposit is $185 per person, payable with registration.  
 Fee for the fall session is $370.00 per person.  Deposit is $185 per person, payable with registration.
 Make checks payable to “EFMLS”.  Balance of fee is due 30 days prior to start of session.  
 No postdated checks will be accepted.

Cancellation policy:  If unable to attend, fees paid will be refunded if notification is given prior to one month before the 
 session begins.  No refund will be made after that date.

Circle appropriate responses:
 Have you been to Wildacres before?  Yes_____  No_____ Is your Club paying your tuition?   Yes_____ No_____
_
 Name of roommate:__________________________________________ (If none, one will be assigned).
  Are you:  Male_____ Female _____  (No single rooms are available).      Are you a smoker?   Yes____   No____

 Do you have any physical handicaps and / or special dietary needs?     Yes______  No______
  If YES, please explain on reverse side.

 Do you have material for exhibiting that you would be willing to display at Wildacres?     Yes_____      No______

 Do you have a skill to demonstrate or a program to share (up to 40 minutes)?      Yes_____     No_____

Class Pre-registration.  
 See EFMLS Newsletter or Website for class offerings. <www.amfed.org/efmls/wildacres.htm>  
 You will either be able to take one 4-day class or two 2-day classes.  All participants must take classes.
 
 Which of the classes being offered would you like to take?  We will be preregistering you for classes you indicate. When 
a class is full NO others will be assigned to that class, and you will be assigned your next class choice(s).  No class placement 
is guaranteed.

 1st____________________________________      3rd____________________________________ 

 2nd___________________________________   4th_____________________________________

(No registrations accepted prior to January 1, 2012)
  Mail to:  Pamm Bryant, Wildacres Registrar; 2645 Davis Mill Rd;  Goochland, VA 23063

If you have any questions, please contact either 
 Pamm Bryant, Registrar at <pjbryant6@juno.com> or 804-457-4698  or 
 Fran Sick, Director at <ednfran@epix.net> or 570-928-8313.

For Office Use Only

ID #_________________
Date Rec'd"____________
Amt. Paid:_____________
Ck #:_________________
Amt. Paid:_____________
Ck #:_________________
Paid in Full:_____________

X



Region I
 Kathleen Collins
 <kathleenc55@cox.net>

Region II
 Michael Kessler
 <quartz7228@aol.com>

Regional Vice Presidents

Region III
 Hazel Remaley
 <northridge5@verizon.net>

Region IV
 Carl Miller
 <kobold1@erols.com>

Region V
 Judy Budnik
 <wisoh@msn.com>

Region VI
 Barbara Fenstermacher
 <bfenster2@bellsouth.net>
 

Region VII
 Kim Cochran
 770-979-8331

 
Region VIII
 Michelle Renné
 <pgrm4@aol.com>

EFMLS Committee Chairpersons
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AFMS Endowment Fund *
 Carolyn Weinberger
 <cscrystals2 at verizon.net>

AFMS Scholarship Foundation *
 RJ Harris
 <roqfreq at rjharris.com>

AFMS Ways & Means * 
  To be appointed
 
 
All American Award *
 Betsy Oberheim   
 <Aoberheim3 at comcast.net>

Auction 
 Cheryl Neary (see page 2)

Audit
 Donald Pitkin
 <pitkind at earthlink.net>

Boundaries *
 Carl Miller 
 <kobold1 at erols.com>

Budget & Finance
 Cheryl Neary  
 <ciervo.neary at gmail.com>

Bulletin Editors Advisory *
 Bev Eisenacher
 <beveisenacher@comcast.net>

Bylaws / Parliamentarian
 Steve Weinberger
 <cscrystals2 at verizon.net>

Club Rockhound of the Year *
 Ellery Borow
 207-547-3154

Conservation & Legislation *
 Toni Donchak
 <adonchak@panetwork.com>

Convention Advisory
 Matt Charsky
 <Charsky.Matthew at epa.gov>

Directory
 Carolyn Weinberger -  (see Editor)

Each One Teach One
 Hazel Remaley
 <northridge5 at verizon.net>

Eastern Foundation Fund
 Fran Sick
  <ednfran at epix.net>

 
Historian
 Susanna MacInnis
 <sumacndeb at aol.com>

Insurance Coordinator
 Carl Miller   (see Boundaries)

Junior Activities *
 Darryl Powell
 <diamonddan at rochester.rr.com> 

Operating Procedures 
 Steve Weinberger   (see Bylaws)

Safety * 
 Ellery Borow - (see Club Rockhound)

Show Coordinator
 Matt Charsky
  (See Convention Advisory)

Slide & Video Librarian *
 Ken Tudor
 <kentudor at yahoo.com>

Supplies
 Suzy Milligan
 <smilligan at stny.rr.com>

Uniform Rules
 Barbara Sky
  <bskysky at aol.com>

Ways & Means (EFMLS) 
 Cheryl Neary  (see page 2)

Webmaster
 Dan Imel
  <lapidry at aol.com>

Wildacres Workshop Committee
 Steve Weinberger, Chair 
  (see Bylaws)

 Mary Bateman
  (see Bulletin Ed. Advisory)

 Gerry Cox
 <gerryannec at verizon.net>

 
 Al DeMilo
 <abdemilo at verizon.net>
 

 Jim Doran 
 <jpdoran1 at verizon.net>

 Bruce Gaber
 <sun at visionrising.com>

 Valerie Johnson
 <moon at copper.net>

 

Wildacres Continued
 Director
 Fran Sick
  (See Eastern Foundation Fund) 

  
 Registrar
 Pamm Bryant
 2645 Davis Mill Rd
 Goochland, VA 23063
 804-457-4698
 <pjbryant6 at juno.com>

 
Nominating (Elected committee)

 Matt Charsky, Chair
  (see  Convention Advisory) 

 Jim Doran (see Wildacres)
 

 Carl Miller
  (see Boundaries)

 Betsy Oberheim
 <Aoberheim3 at comcast.net>
 

 Loren Patterson
 <lorenpatterson at gmss.us>

 
 Wayne Sukow
 <d8olite at fastmail.fm>

 Reivan Zeleznik
 <rzlapidary at yahoo.com>
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EFMLS News
 Carolyn Weinberger, Editor
 PO Box 302
 Glyndon, MD 21071-0302

Visit the EFMLS Website
<www.amfed.org/efmls>

Visit A Show
from Matt Charsky

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit #189

Owings Mills, MD 21117

If you are an EFMLS member club and 
would like to have your show or swap listed 
here, send information to Matt Charsky, 
EFMLS Show Coordinator at 2430 N 
Glebe Rd; Arlington, VA 22207 or e-mail 
at <Charsky.Matthew@epa.gov>.

April:
 14:  2012 Connecticut Mineral 
Swap on Earth Day sponsored by the 
New Haven Mineral Club.  Eisenhower 
Park, North St; Milford, CT

 14-15:  8th Annual Rock, Gem & 
Mineral Show sponsored by the SE New 
Hampshire Mineral Club.  Dover Veter-
ans Community Center, Dover, NH

 19-22:  39th Annual Rochester 
Mineralogical Symposium sponsored 
by the Rochester Academy of Sci-
ence, Mineral Section.  Radisson Inn, 
Rochester Airport, 175 Jefferson Rd; 
Rochester, NY.

 21-22:  29th Annual Gem & Min-
eral Show sponsored by the Maine 
Mineralogical & Geological Society.  
St. Joseph’s College of Maine, Alfond 
Center, Standish, ME

 27-29:  Atlantic Micromounters 
Conference sponsored by the Micro-
mounters of the National Capital Area.  
MHA Conference Center, Elkridge, 
MD.  For registration and info contact 
<cscrystals2@verizon.net>.

 27-29:  Kentucky Agate Rock, 
Gem & Jewelry Show sponsored 
by the Blue Grass Gem & Mineral 
Society.  Estill Co. Central School 
Gym, Irvine, KY.

 28-29:  40th Annual NJESA Gem, 
Mineral Show with Outdoor Swap 
sponsored by the Franklin-Ogdens-
burg Mineralogical Society.  Franklin 
School, Washington Ave; Franklin, NJ.

May:
 5 – 6:  49th Annual New England 
Gem & Mineral Show sponsored by 
the North Shore Rock & Mineral Club.  
Topsfield Fairgrounds, Rt 1 North; 
Topsfield, MA.

 12:  South Penn Rock Swap 
sponsored by the Central PA Rock 
& Mineral Club and Franklin Co. 
Rock & Mineral Club.  South Moun-
tain Fairgrounds, 615 Narrows Rd; 
Biglerville, PA.

 19:  23rd Annual Chesapeake Gem 
& Mineral Show sponsored by the 
Chesapeake Gem & Mineral Society.  
Ruhl Armory, I – 695, Exit 26 (York Rd 
South); Towson, MD

 19-20:  World of Gems and Miner-
als sponsored by the Berks Mineralogi-
cal Society.  Leesport Farmers Market 
Banquet Hall, Rt 61; Leesport, PA.

 20:  Spring Outdoor Gem & Min-
eral Show & Swap sponsored by the 
North Jersey Mineralogical Society.  
The Glenburn Estate, Hamburg Tpk., 
Riverdale, NJ.

June:
 2:  2012 Spring Mineralfest spon-
sored by the Pennsylvania Earth Sci-
ences Association.  Macungie Memo-
rial Park, Macungie, PA.

 2-3:  39th Annual Rock, Gem, 
Mineral & Lapidary Show sponsored 
by the Alabama Mineral &  Lapidary 
Club.  Tannehill Ironworks State Park, 
McCalla, AL.

more shows on page 9


