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	 Is	a	bad	hair	day	such	a	difficult	
thing?	Or,	might	it	be	more	of	an	at-
titude	thing?	Could	a	bad	hair	day	be	
an	opportunity	to	change	something	
in	ones	life	–a	different	hat,	a	differ-
ent	 hoodie,	 a	 different	 hair	 style,	 a	
different	attitude?

	 Look	at	firemen	and	firewomen	–	
theirs	is	a	difficult	and	stressful	job.	They	
do,	 from	 time	 to	 time,	 rescue	 a	 kitty	
stuck	 in	 a	 tree.	 However,	 usually	 they	
respond	to	disasters,	difficult	situations,	
stressful	 times,	 and	 all	 manner	 of	 in-
stances	that	tax	their	abilities.	Working	
under	 those	 conditions	 for	 prolonged	
periods	of	time	are	bound	to	test	ones	
intestinal	fortitude	and	challenge	one	to	
ones	wits	ends,	even	on	occasion,	to	the	
verge	of	mental	health	issues.	Many	first	
responders	 face	 similar	 issues.	 What	
does	one	do	to	keep	their	wits	and	well	
being	in	tact?	Well,	there	are	many	solu-
tions	to	the	problem.	One	of	the	solu-
tions	relates	to	one’s	attitude.	As	simple	
a	thing	as	a	positive	attitude	can	make	
a	difference.	Think	of	the	serious	situa-
tion	of	a	house	fire.	While	one	would	of	
course,	always	wish	for	no	damage,	no	
property	loss,	no	injuries,	seldom	is	that	
the	case.	A	positive	attitude	could	be...	
“Well	the	garage	was	a	total	loss,	but	we	
save	 the	house”	or	 “We	 couldn’t	 save	
the	house,	but	we	got	the	whole	family	
and	all	the	pets	out	safely.”	The	positive	
attitude	of	what	did	go	 right	can	be	a	
mental	health	 life	saver.	While	this	de-
scription	is	grossly	over	simplified	-	hav-
ing	a	positive	attitude	is	not.

	 Rockhound	 safety	 matters	 are	
thankfully	 seldom	 life	 threatening	 in	
scope.	Yes	we	often	dwell	on	the	nega-
tive	 -	 lacerations,	 watching	 field	 trip	
members	 for	 signs	 of	 angina	 pectoris	
(chest	 pain),	 contusions,	 foreign	 bod-
ies	 in	 ones	 eye,	 broken	bones,	 chemi-
cal	burns,	situations	which	might	cause	
hearing	loss,	reminding	show	helpers	to	
mind	their	limits	because	no	one	wants	
to	 trigger	 an	 arrhythmia!	 How	 does	
one	 maintain	 a	 positive	 attitude	 with	
all	 these	safety	concerns	at	every	club	
function?	 Where	 is	 the	 positive	 side?	
Well,	the	positive	side	to	all	manner	of	
safety	issues	is	...	all	the	negatives!

	 Please	let	me	explain.	When	a	nega-
tive,	say	an	abrasion,	is	prevented,	that	
is	 a	 good	 thing.	 When	 a	 laceration	 is	
prevented	-	that	is	good!	When	any	po-
tential	 problem	 is	 addressed	 before	 it	
rises	to	the	level	of	an	actual	accident,	
the	potential	negative	becomes	a	posi-
tive.	If	one	stresses	the	positive	aspects	
of	 prevention,	 the	 positive	 aspects	
of	 being	 pro-active	 when	 it	 comes	 to	
safety	or	 the	positive	aspects	of	being	
prepared	in	our	rock,	mineral	and	fossil	
clubs,	there	are	more	good	feelings	gen-
erated	than	when	one	has	to	deal	with	
the	aforementioned	lacerations	etc.

	 Putting	safety	matters	in	the	best	
light	 possible	 such	 as	 by	 stressing	
the	small	expense	of	a	pair	of	safety	
glasses	 versus	 a	 doctors	 careful	 re-
moval	of	a	foreign	body	from	the	eye,	
has	 advantages.	 Putting	 safety	 mat-

Safety MatterS – Bad Hair day
by	Ellery	Borow,	Safety	Chair

ters	in	a	positive	light	can	play	a	part	
in	 creating	a	 good	attitude.	 Framing	
safety	matters	into	a	prevention	ver-
sus	treatment	issue	can	offer	positive	
reinforcement	of	good	behavior.

	 With	safety	matters	being	a	part	
of	every	meeting,	 show,	picnic,	field	
trip,	club	function	etc.,	having	a	posi-
tive	attitude	can	make	all	 the	differ-
ence	in	helping	others	find	their	own	
positive	attitude.

	 Now,	I	had	a	bad	hair	day	for	six	
days	in	a	row.	I	think	however,	in	the	
overall	mix	of	things,	I	have	more	im-
portant	things	to	worry	about.	Still,	I	
think	a	new	hat	is	in	order!

	 Be	safe...your	safety	matters.
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fOr april; Spring!
by	Betsy	Oberheim

	 Spring!;	new	growth,	flowers	warm	sunshine,	bugs	(!?!),	and	most	impor-
tant;		no	chance	of	snow!		Our	New	England	friends	
are	emerging;	probably	blinking	 in	disbelief	 at	 the	
shades	of	green.	Welcome	back!		Maybe	your	snow	
will	melt	in	another	month	or	so!	And	while	you	are	
enjoying	 the	 sunshine;	 don’t	 forget	 the	 members	
of	your	club	who	have	been	busy	already;	 	visiting	
schools,	churches,	and	other	clubs.		They	have	been	
spreading	 a	 wealth	 of	 information	 about	 collect-
ing	and	enjoying	our	hobby	of	rocks	and	minerals. 
   
	 Its	not	too	early	to	start	thinking	about	who	you	
would	like	to	nominate	for	the	EOTO	award	next	year.		
As	you	hear	about	these	sharing	people;	write	down	some	notes,	and	before	the	
convention	next	year;	please	send	them	to	me.		If	you	were	at	the	convention	in	
Hickory	you	saw	the	pleasure	of	the	people	who	were	recognized	and	received		
awards!		Next	year	make	sure	someone	in	your	club	experiences	that.!

We Have a neW ScHOlarSHip cOOrdinatOr
from	Larry	Heath,	1st	Vice	President

	 I’d	like	to	welcome	our	new	AFMS	Scholarship	Coordinator	to	our	group	of	
volunteers.		She’s	Alice	Cherbonnier,	managing	edi-
tor	of	an	online	newspaper	who	lives	in	Baltimore,	
MD.			Many	of	you	may	know	Alice	because	she	and	
her	late	husband	owned	the	mineral	business	“Oc-
tahedron”	 and	were	 a	 long-time	 fixture	 at	many	
club	shows	as	well	as	the	East	Coast	Gem,	Mineral	
&	Fossil	Show	each	August	in	West	Springfield,	MA.

	 		Monies	raised	by	the	Scholarship	Foundation	
are	 invested	with	only	 the	 interest	being	used	 to	
award	twelve	scholarship	grants	of	$4,000	each	an-

nually.		Students	are	selected	by	each	regional	federation’s	honorary	scholarship	
recipient	(usually	a	college	professor	or	individual	who	has	been	active	in	their	
own	regional	federation).		Awardees	must	be	graduate	students	studying	in	the	
earth	science	field.

	 All	contributions	to	the	AFMS	Scholarship	Foundation	should	be	mailed	to	
Alice	at	4000	North	Charles	St,	Apt	701;	Baltimore,	MD	21218.		Checks	should	
be	made	payable	to	the	“AFMS	Scholarship	Foundation”.
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tHe MiScHief Maker’S guide: HOW tO cOllect great SpeciMenS 
     and clOSe cOllecting SiteS

by	Scott	Peters,	EFMLS	Conservation	&	Legislation	Chair

	 Do	you	want	to	own	fossil	and	mineral	specimens	from	
locations	that	are	currently	inaccessible	to	collectors?	Do	you	
look	with	envy	on	historic	collections	that	include	numerous	
specimens	from	locations	that	have	long	ceased	to	allow	in-
dividuals	to	collect?	Just	in	time	for	the	start	of	the	spring	col-
lecting	season,	here	is	the	mischief	maker’s	guide	on	how	to	
close	collecting	sites.	If	you	follow	these	simple	ideas	you	may	
be	able	to	obtain	great	specimens,	irritate	your	fellow	collec-
tors	and	close	some	collecting	sites.

	 1.		Arrive	at	the	site	at	least	thirty	minutes	late.	You	will	
miss	the	boring	lectures	on	collecting	areas	and	the	“safety	
talk”.	Let’s	face	it,	we	all	know	the	owner	of	the	quarry	and	
field	trip	coordinator	only	limit	the	collecting	area	so	they	can	
keep	the	good	specimens	for	themselves.	If	you	do	have	to	
listen	to	those	lectures	make	note	of	the	forbidden	areas	to	
explore	for	those	prime	specimens.	

	 2.		Write	a	fictitious	name	on	the	sign-in	sheet	and	the	ap-
propriate	waiver	form.	You	could	use	the	names,	Tim	Burr,	I.M.	
Board	or	Sue	Prize	or	come	up	with	your	own	fun	name	to	use.

	 3.		Pretend	to	listen	to	all	instructions	given	by	the	field	
trip	leaders.	You	should	then	feign	boredom	or	talk	loudly	to	
no	one	in	particular	about	how	you	didn’t	take	that	long	ar-
duous	drive	to	the	site	to	listen	to	a	lecture,	you	are	there	to	
collect!	Better	yet,	pull	out	your	cell	and	call	someone	who	
you	will	need	to	shout	to	for	them	to	hear	you.	You	know	your	
conversation	 is	more	 interesting	than	the	field	trip	 leader’s	
instructions	that	we	have	all	heard	too	many	times.	

	 4.		Field	trip	leaders	may	use	walkie-talkies	and	cellular	
phones.	If	you	have	a	walkie-talkie	be	sure	to	check	with	the	
field	 trip	 leaders	 to	see	what	channel	 is	being	used	and/or	
exchange	 cell	 phone	 numbers.	 Then,	make	 as	many	 prank	
phone	calls	as	possible.

	 5.		When	in	convoy,	show	everyone	your	driving	skills	by	
passing	all	of	the	vehicles	in	front	of	you.	Remember	the	first	
person	to	get	to	the	site	gets	the	biggest	specimen!		If	you	
no	longer	see	the	vehicle	behind	you	know	you	are	doing	a	
good	job.	

	 6.		Once	you	are	at	the	collecting	site,	a	sample	of	what	to	
find	and	where	to	find	it	may	be	made	available	by	the	field	
trip	leader.	It	is	your	responsibility	to	“borrow”	the	specimen	

for	your	personal	collection.	Why	bother	digging	when	a	free	
specimen	is	available	to	you.

	 7.		If	there	is	more	than	one	site	to	visit	in	the	day,	and	you	
are	in	a	good	pocket	hide	while	all	of	the	other	collectors	are	
departing	for	the	next	location.	You	will	then	be	able	to	ex-
plore	those	“forbidden”	areas	that	probably	contain	the	best	
specimens.

	 8.		Remember	to	keep	your	fellow	collectors	and	the	field	
trip	leader	informed	as	to	all	matters	of	importance	such	as	
the	status	of	your	marriage,	your	health	problems	and	espe-
cially	your	religious	and	political	beliefs.

	 9.	 	 If	you	are	going	to	 leave	the	group	to	make	a	“side	
trip”	or	to	explore	a	surrounding	area	do	so	as	discreetly	as	
possible	so	no	one	else	can	find	your	secret	locations.

	 10.		If	you	are	leaving	the	group	early,	do	so	as	discreetly	
as	possible.	Your	privacy	 is	 important	and	no	one	needs	to	
know	where	you	are.

	 11.		Litter!	A	quarry	is	nothing	more	than	an	immature	
landfill.	It	is	a	good	time	to	get	rid	of	all	of	your	cans,	bottles,	
lunch	sacks	and	used	toilet	tissue.

	 12.		When	at	the	site,	make	your	own	roads.	When	you	
get	to	your	destination,	park	in	the	middle	of	the	road	so	oth-
ers	can’t	get	around	your	vehicle	to	your	collecting	area.

	 13.		Collect	unsafely.	Who	cares	if	there	are	other	collec-
tors	below	you?	You	are	entitled	to	every	specimen	you	can	
find.	Those	people	that	are	below	you	should	have	the	com-
mon	sense	to	move	when	they	see	you	coming.

	 14.		Threaten	other	collectors	so	you	can	reap	the	bene-
fits	of	their	hard	work.	It	is	easier	to	let	someone	else	remove	
the	overburden,	dig	a	hole	and	uncover	a	pocket.	Once	they	
hit	pay	dirt	it	is	time	to	threaten	them	with	bodily	harm	unless	
they	vacate	the	hole.

		 15.	 	 “Borrow”	 the	 property	 owner’s	 tools/machines.	
Nothing	says	lets	open	a	big	pocket	like	a	backhoe	or	some	
other	heavy	machinery.	As	a	child	didn’t	we	dream	of	driving	
a	big	truck!	Imagine	the	look	of	envy	and	surprise	on	the	faces	

continued on page 4
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of	your	fellow	collectors	and	especially	the	property	owner	
when	you	fire	up	the	machinery.

	 16.		Leave	the	gates	unlocked	so	you	can	come	back	to	
the	site	at	a	later	date.	Like	a	vampire	at	night,	sneak	back	in	
to	pick	clean	the	last	remaining	specimens	from	a	location.

	 17.		When	you	sneak	back	in	you	should	take	everything	
you	can.	Nothing	says	lets	close	a	location	better	than	the	re-
moval	of	all	 specimens	and	 leaving	 the	site	 in	a	dangerous	
condition.	The	specimens	will	be	worth	money	for	you	will	
have	the	last	of	them.

	 18.		After	you	have	snuck	into	the	site	and	removed	the	
last	of	the	specimens,	post	your	finds	on	You	Tube	and	sell	
your	specimens	on	Ebay.	You	should	be	proud	of	your	accom-
plishments	 and	 those	 suckers	who	 follow	 the	 rules	 should	
know	what	they	are	missing.

	 19.		Remember	the	American	Federation	of	Mineralogi-
cal	Societies’	Code	of	Ethics	 is	only	a	 list	of	suggestions	 for	
those	collectors	that	won’t	get	the	best	specimens.

	 If	you	follow	these	simple	steps	you	may	succeed	in	ob-
taining	the	last	of	the	specimens,	while	irritating	your	fellow	
collectors	and	possibly	get	the	site	closed.	If	so,	just	like	my	
friend,	Dr. April F. Ewls,	you	will	now	be	the	proud	owner	of	
historic	specimens	that	are	the	last	from	that	location.	Good	
hunting	and	remember,	“to	the	victor	goes	the	spoils!”

 Adapted from the article “Field Trip Guidelines & Equip-
ment Checklist” by Barbara Terrill, El Dorado County Mineral 
& Gem Society .
<www.cfmsinc.org/fieldtrp/Field_Trip_Guidelines.pdf>

MiScHief Maker’S guide
continued	from	page	3

cluB rOckHOund Of tHe year
from	Ellery	Borow,	ACROY	Chair

	 The	Gem,	Lapidary	*	Mineral	Society	of	Montgomery	
County,	MD	recognizes	Mark	Dahlman	as	our	2015	AFMS	
Club	Rockhound	of	the	Year.		With	any	large	job	in	the	club,	
Mark	 is	 consistently	 the	one	who	steps	 forward.	 	Within	
two	years	of	 joining,	Mark	was	president	where	he	 took	
the	initiative	to	rejuvenate	our	AFMS	Future	Rockhounds	
of	American	program	for	juniors.		Participation	skyrocket-
ed	to	over	40	enthusiastic	youth	members.		

	 During	his	presidency,	he	lead	many	organizational	im-
provements	which	still	remain	in	effect.		He	next	managed	
and	improved	the	club’s	annual	show,	and	when	his	term	
as	president	was	over,	became	the	Junior’s	advisor.		

	 Today	Mark	 still	 inspires	us	with	his	 calm,	measured	
approach	to	all	he	does	for	the	club.	 	We	are	greatly	ap-
preciative	of	all	his	efforts	to	support	the	club.

submitted by Holly McNeil

 As	you	can	see	from	the	above	submission,	the	truly	hard	
part	of	sending	in	information	about	your	club	MVP	is	sitting	
down	and	selecting	the	highlights	of	why	your	person	(or	cou-
ple)	and/or	junior	member	is	so	valuable.		Due	to	space	limi-
tations,	we	try	and	limit	all	submissions	to	about	100	words...
and	sometimes	you	have	to	leave	a	lot	of	glowing	words	on	
the	cutting	room	floor	in	order	to	fit	into	that	limit.		

	 The	 second	 hardest	 thing	 about	 submitting	 informa-
tion	about	your	club	MVP	is	to	actually	remember	to	send	
it...and	that	really	isn’t	that	much	of	an	obstacle	is	it?

	 Each	EFMLS	club	may	submit	 the	name	of	one	adult	
member	 (or	 couple)	 per	 year	 plus	 one	 junior	 member,	
each	calendar	year.		The	submission	will	be	printed	in	both	
the	EFMLS	and	AFMS	Newsletters	 so	 that	 you	 can	 share	
your	good	fortune	with	others.		

	 I’ll	 be	 looking	 in	 my	 mailbox	 for	 information	 about	
your	club’s	MVP	soon.2015 directOry

	 The	new	EFMLS	Directory	of	Member	Clubs	is	enclosed	with	this	newsletter	mailing.		

	 Please	take	a	moment	and	review	the	listing	for	your	club	and	verify	that	it’s	correct.		If	there	are	errors,	please	
take	a	minute	and	e-mail	any	corrections	to	me	at	<cscrystals2@gmail.com>	so	that	they	can	be	published	in	the	next	
issue	of	EFMLS	News.
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HaS yOur cluB entered tHe cOnteSt?
by	Steve	Weinberger,	Wildacres	Committee	Chair

	 Has	your	club	entered	the	contest	for	a	chance	to	win	
a scholarship	to	one	of	the	2016	EFMLS	Wildacres	Work-
shops?		The	rules	are	simple....

	 1.		write	an	article	or	poem	or	reprint	an	article	from	
the	 EFMLS	 Newsletter	 telling	 your	 members	 about	 our	
EFMLS	Wildacres	Workshops.

	 2.		E-mail	or	snail	mail	the	club	bulletin	containing	the	
above	to	me	(efmlswildacres@gmail.com	or	PO	Box	302;	
Glyndon,	MD).

	 3.	All	articles,	poems	etc.	must	be	appear	in	your	club	
bulletin	that	you	issue	between	December	2014	and	June,	
2015.		The	more	articles	etc.	you	publish,	the	more	chanc-
es	your	club	will	have	to	win	that	scholarship!

	 Each	article	will	earn	the	club	one	ticket	in	the	draw-
ing.	You	can	have	multiple	articles	in	each	bulletin	issue	or	
perhaps	just	one	per	month.		In	early	July	we’ll	put	those	
tickets	into	a	hat,	mix	them	up	and	draw	the	lucky	ticket	
that	determines	our	winner.		The	club	will	then	be	notified	
and	can	decide	who	will	receive	that	scholarship	for	2016.		

	 The	 scholarship	will	 cover	basic	 tuition,	 room,	board	
and	gratuity	for	one	of	the	2016	sessions.	Transportation	
and	materials	fees	will	be	the	responsibility	of	the	person	
attending.		It	will	be	up	to	the	winning	club	to	determine	
who	receives	the	scholarship,	but	we	hope	that	it’s	some-
one	who	has	never	attended	before.

	 So	get	those	pens,	pencils	and	photo	archives	out	and	
start	composing!

	 Let’s	look	ahead	to	our	August	24–	30	session.		

	 Denise	 Nelson	 will	 be	 our	 Speaker-in-Res-
idence	 and	 has	 already	 planned	 the	 six	 talks	
she’ll	give	 for	us.	 	 	She	has	also	volunteered	 to	
do	one	of	our	sharing	programs	on	Activitiy	Day!		
If	you’ve	never	heard	her	speak	before,	you’re	in	
for	a	real	treat.

	 Each	session	at	Wildacres	is	divided	into	two	
“semesters”.		Classes	that	are	just	2-days	in	length	
are	 given	 either	 the	 first	 or	 second	 “semester”.		
Classes	 that	 run	 4	 days	 continue	 for	 the	 entire	

week.		You	select	your	choices	and	our	registrar	Pamm	Bry-
ant	makes	every	effort	to	assign	you	to	your	first	choice	per	
“semester”.		

	 Classes	being	offered	this	August	are:

4-day	Classes:
	 Faceting	-	Steve	Weinberger
	 Gem	Identification	-	Jay	Bowman
	 Intarsia	-	Richard	Shackleton	 	
	 Polymer	Clay	-	Barbara	McGuire

2-day	Classes	(first	semester):	
	 Roadside	Geology	&	Photography	-	Virginia	Meador
	 Basic	Silversmithing	-	Richard	Meszler	
	 Soapstone	Carving	-	Sandy	Cline

2-day	Classes	(second	semester):
	 Intermediate	Silversmithing	-	Richard	Meszler
	 Soapstone	Carving	-	Sandy	Cline
	 Wildacres	“Wild”	-	Virginia	Meador

	 Full	 descriptions	 of	 each	 class	 can	 be	 found	 at	
<efmls-wildacres.org>.		A	registration	form	is	on	page	8	
of	this	issue.

	 I’m	 looking	 forward	 to	 receiving	 you	 contest	 entries	
and	to	seeing	you	and	your	clubmates	“on	the	mountain”	
this	August.
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	 Mineral	collecting	in	the	colonies	that	would	soon	be-
come	these	United	States	of	Ameri-
ca	is	getting	off	to	a	very	slow	start.	
There	 is	no	aristocratic	 leisure	class	
to	begin	collections	or	fund	the	sci-
ences.	Now	of	course,	we	have	a	rul-
ing	class	of	wealthy	individuals	that	
dictate	 policy	 using	 the	 best	 politi-
cians	money	can	buy.	But	 I	digress.		
There	 are	 no	 scientific	 societies	 or	

literature	 about	 minerals	 and	 collecting.	 Finally,	 I	 don’t	
know	what	the	rest	of	the	east	coast	has	to	offer,	but	Mary-
land	minerals	are	not	very	impressive.

	 Individual	 collectors	 are	 scattered	 from	 Georgia	 to	
Maine	 but	 the	 dominant	 center	 of	 mineral	 collecting	 is	
Philadelphia’s	 medical	 community.	 Medical	 people	 are	
trained	in	the	use	of	minerals	in	their	practice	and	natural	
history	in	general.	While	the	collectors	are	becoming	more	
sophisticated,	the	general	public	views	the	rockhounds	as	
nuts,	that’s	a	legal	term.	An	example	is	Thomas	Cooper	of	
Philadelphia	who	 in	1811	 is	 collecting	along	 the	Susque-
hanna	River,	when	 the	 local	 residents	bring	him	up	on	a	
charge	of	lunacy.	Be	careful	out	there	boys	and	girls!

	 Thomas	Barton	(1730-1780)	is	an	Englishman,	born	in	
Ireland.	He	sails	to	Philadelphia	to	take	the	position	of	tu-
tor	at	the	Philadelphia	Academy	of	Natural	Science,	 later	
to	become	the	University	of	Pennsylvania.	He	is	deeply	in-
terested	 in	 science	 and	mineralogy	 and	builds	 a	mineral	
collection,	which	 is	 inherited	by	his	 son,	Benjamin	Smith	
Barton	 (1766-1815).	 Ben	 adds	 to	 the	 collection,	 which	
ends	up	at	the	Philadelphia	Academy	of	Natural	Science,	
where	it	still	resides.	Unfortunately	the	provenance	of	spe-
cific	specimens	cannot	be	assured.

	 Thomas	 Jefferson	 (1743-1826)	 attends	 William	 and	
Mary	Collage	at	16	and	develops	a	keen	interest	in	math-
ematics	 and	 natural	 science.	 He	 will	 become	 fluent	 in	
French,	 Greek,	 Latin,	 Spanish,	 Italian	 and	 Anglo-Saxon,	
primary	author	of	the	Declaration	of	Independence,	third	
president	of	these	United	States	and	a	fossil	and	mineral	
collector.	He	has	a	small	museum	at	his	home,	Monticello,	
along	with	a	number	of	mineralogical	works	in	his	library.	
He	 enjoys	 geological	 field	work	 but	 only	 as	 it	 applies	 to	
practical	manufacturing	and	considers	the	study	of	chem-
istry	a	waste	of	time.	Tom	objects	to	the	uncertainty	and	
utility	of	geology	as	a	useful	science.	Did	I	mention	he	was	

a	lawyer?	And	yet	he	includes	mineralogy	in	the	curriculum	
of	the	University	of	Virginia	even	though	there	are	few	prop-
er	study	collections	 in	the	United	States.	 Imagine	taking	a	
class	 in	mineralogy	without	minerals	 to	test	and	examine.	
I	had	plenty	of	minerals	in	my	class	and	still	had	to	repeat	
the	course!	I	can’t	help	thinking	of	the	many	things	Jefferson	
and	I	have	in	common.	I	am	fluent	in	language,	have	a	min-
eral	collection	and	my	house	has	a	name,	The	Love	Shack!	

	 Charles	Willson	Peale	(1741-1827)	born	in	Maryland,	“The	
Land	of	Pleasant	Living,”	start-
ed	out	as	a	saddler	but	soon	
took	up	the	study	of	portrai-
ture.	He	serves	in	the	Revolu-
tion	 and	 occasionally	 paints	
portraits	 and	 landscapes	
during	the	war,	which	will	be-
come	historical	treasures.	He	
opens	 a	 museum	 of	 natural	
history	 in	his	house	 in	Phila-
delphia,	striving	to	bring	to	his	
museum	the	world	 in	minia-

ture	that	is	purposeful	and	coherent.	The	museum	moves	to	
the	Old	State	House	around	1810	where	it	continues	to	be	pop-
ular	with	the	public	and	persons	of	science.	The	“Long	Room”	
is	100	feet	in	length	filled	with	portraits,	stuffed	animals	and	
cases	of	minerals.	The	8,000	mineral	and	fossil	specimens	in-
clude	Derbyshire	minerals	donated	by	Benjamin	Franklin,	min-
erals	and	ores	from	the	Lewis	and	Clark	Expedition	donated	by	
Thomas	Jefferson,	European	minerals	from	Abbe	Hauy,	Maine	
minerals	from	William	Maclure	and	thousands	more.	Eventu-
ally	everyone	in	this	country	knew	of	this	museum.

	 Adam	Seybert	(1773	–	1825)	is	the	leading	authority	in	
mineralogy	in	Philadelphia	with	an	extensive	collection	of	
American	minerals.	He	stressed	recording	the	locations	of	
minerals,	stating,	“	Experience	has	taught	me	the	utility	of	
the	present	record	of	localities,	for	the	places	whence	the	
specimens	were	brought	are	soon	forgotten	and	thus	the	
utility	of	them	in	great	measure	is	lost.”	I	believe	we	have	
all	learned	that	lesson	the	hard	way,	maybe	that	is	the	only	
way	to	learn	that	particular	lesson.	He	sells	his	2,000	speci-
men	collection	to	the	Philadelphia	Academy	of	Natural	Sci-
ences,	where	they	still	reside.	If	you	are	paying	attention,	
(who	am	I	kidding?),	you	will	recall	it	is	now	called	the	Uni-
versity	of	Pennsylvania.

MeanWHile, acrOSS tHe pOnd
by	Andy	B.	Celmer,	EFMLS	Historian

continued on page 7
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	 George	Gibbs	(1776	–	1833),	not	to	be	confused	with	
Barry,	 Robin	 and	 Maurice	 Gibb	 of	 the	 Bee	 Gees,	 is	 the	
wealthy	son	of	a	merchant.	Born	in	Newport,	Rhode	Island,	
(all	the	ports	in	the	US	are	new	ports),	he	travels	to	China	
and	decides	to	return	home	by	way	of	Europe.	He	meets	
Count	Gregorii	Razumovsky	 (1759	–	1837)	of	Russia,	 the	
good	Count	 is	headed	back	to	Russia	and	does	not	want	
to	 take	 his	 extensive	 collection	 of	 Russian	minerals	with	
him.	How	many	of	you	travel	with	your	rock	collection?	As	
George	 Carlin	 said,	 “	 Your	 stuff	wants	 to	 go	 on	 vacation	
too!”	George	Gibbs,	not	George	Carlin,	(I	wonder	if	they	are	
related?),	buys	the	Count’s	collection	and	because	he	still	
has	money,	he	amasses	6,000	specimens.	By	this	time	he	
learns	that	the	great	collection	of	Jean	Gigot	d’Orcy	(1733-
1793)	is	for	sale	and,	(you	guessed	it!),	he	still	isn’t	out	of	
money!	He	now	has	 an	 additional	 4,000	excellent	 speci-
mens	and	is	introduced	to	a	number	of	prominent	collec-
tors,	through	which	he	establishes	lasting	friendships	and	
more	specimens.	Let	us	step	back	and	take	stock.	George	
Gibb	leaves	for	China	in	1796,	it	is	now	1805,	George	is	still	
on	the	road	and	while	he	is	not	out	of	money,	his	acqui-
sitions	have	become	so	 large	as	 to	 limit	his	movements.	
What’s	a	rich	guy	to	do?	He	has	them	crated	up,	goes	back	
to	Newport,	Rhode	Island,	puts	them	in	storage	and	goes	
back	to	Europe,	cause	he	is	not	done	shopping!

	 Benjamin	Silliman	a	professor	at	Yale,	persuades	George’s	
sister	to	let	him	open	a	few	
crates	 and	 he	 likes	 what	
he	 sees!	 Upon	 his	 return,	
George	agrees	to	put	some	
of	 his	 collection	on	display	
at	Yale	and	despite	the	War	
of	1812	a	10,000	specimen	
collection	 opens	 at	 Yale.	
The	 George	 Gibbs	 collec-
tion	 is	 considered	 the	best	
collection	in	the	country.	He	
sells	 his	 20,000	 specimen	
collection	to	Yale	by	and	by	
and	while	the	collection	can	
still	be	viewed	there,	most	individual	specimens	can	no	longer	
be	identified.

	 Well	 that	 is	more	 than	 enough	 for	me.	 And	 to	 think	
when	I	started	this	article	I	didn’t	think	I	had	much	to	say.	So	
as	Red	Green	says,	“If	the	women	don’t	find	you	handsome,	
they	should	at	least	find	you	handy!”	This	is	Handy	Andy	B.	

acrOSS tHe pOnd
continued	from	page	6

afMS cOde Of etHicS

 I	will	 respect	both	private	and	public	property	and	
will	do	no	collecting	on	privately	owned	land	without	the	
owner’s	permission.
 I	will	keep	informed	on	all	laws,	regulations	of	rules	gov-
erning	collecting	on	public	lands	and	will	observe	them.
 I	will	to	the	best	of	my	ability,	ascertain	the	boundary	
lines	of	property	on	which	I	plan	to	collect.

 I	will	use	no	firearms	or	blasting	material	in	collecting	
areas.
 I 	will 	cause	no	willful	damage	to	property	of	
any	kind	-	fences,	signs,	buildings.
 I	will	leave	all	gates	as	found.

 I	will	build	fires	in	designated	or	safe	places	only	and	
will	 be	 certain	 they	 are	 completely	 extinguished	 before	
leaving	the	area.
 I	will	discard	no	burning	material	-	matches,	ciga-
rettes,	etc.
 I	will	fill	all	excavation	holes	which	may	be	dangerous	
to	livestock.

 I	will	not	contaminate	wells,	creeks	or	other	water	
supply.
 I	will	cause	no	willful	damage	to	collecting	material	
and	will	take	home	only	what	I	can	reasonably	use.
 I	will	practice	conservation	and	undertake	to	utilize	
fully	and	well	the	materials	I	have	collected	and	will	recycle	
my	surplus	for	the	pleasure	and	benefit	of	others.

 I	 will	 support	 the	 rockhound	 project	 H.E.L.P.	 (Help	
Eliminate	Litter	Please)	and	Will	 leave	all	collecting	areas	
devoid	of	litter,	regardless	of	how	found.
 I		will	cooperate	with	field	trip	leaders	and	those	in	
designated	authority	in	all	collecting	areas.

 I	will	report	to	my	club	or	Federation	officers,	Bureau	
of	Land	management	or	other	authorities,	any	deposit	of	
petrified	wood	or	 other	materials	 on	public	 lands	which	
should	be	protected	for	the	enjoyment	of	future	genera-
tions	for	public	educational	and	scientific	purposes.
 I	will	appreciate	and	protect	our	heritage	of	natural	
resources.
 I	will	observe	the	“Golden	Rule”,	will	use	“Good	Out-
door	Manners”	 and	will	 at	 all	 times	 conduct	myself	 in	 a	
manner	which	will	add	to	the	stature	and	Public	“image”	
of	rockhounds	everywhere.



2015 EFMLS Wildacres Registration
PLEASE, ONLY one person per form per session

CHECK ONE:    May 18-24:__________     Fall:   August 24 - 30:__________                                 
 Please fill out a separate registration form for each person attending and return to PAMM BRYANT, 
Registrar at 2645 Davis Mill Rd, Goochland, VA 23063.   No registration will be accepted prior to January 
1, 2015.  (To make it easier for the registrar and others, please do not change or revise this form.  You may 
photocopy it as needed.)  Please write legibly!

Name (as you wish it to appear on your name badge):______________________________________

 Street:___________________________________City:_____________________State:_________Zip:___________

 Telephone number with area code: _________________________ e-mail:________________________________

 Club/Society Affiliation:_______________________________________________________________________

 Fee for each session is $390.00 per person.  Deposit is $185 per person, payable with registration.  
 Make checks payable to “EFMLS”.  Balance of fee is due 30 days prior to start of session.   No postdated checks will be accepted.

Cancellation policy:  If unable to attend, fees paid will be refunded if notification is given prior to one month before the session 
 begins.  No refund will be made after that date.

Circle appropriate responses:
 Have you been to Wildacres before?  Yes_____  No_____ Is your Club paying your tuition?   Yes_____ No_____

 Name of roommate:__________________________________________ (If none, one will be assigned).
  
 Are you:  Male_____ Female _____  (No single rooms are available).      Are you a smoker?   Yes____   No____
               (No smoking is allowed in any building)
 
 Do you have any physical handicaps and / or special dietary needs?   Yes______  No______   
  If YES, please explain on reverse side.

 Do you have material for exhibiting that you would be willing to display at Wildacres?     Yes_____      No______

 Do you have a skill to demonstrate or a program to share (up to 40 minutes)?      Yes_____     No_____

Class Pre-registration
 See EFMLS Newsletter or Website ( efmls-wildacres.org/ ) for class offerings.
 You will either be able to take one 4-day class or two 2-day classes.  All participants must take classes.
 
 Which of the classes being offered would you like to take? Please indicate at least 3 choices in order of preference for each semes-
ter. You will be preregistered for classes based on your choices, but no class placement is guaranteed.  Should your preferred class be 
unavailable for any reason you will be preregistered for another of your choices. If no alternate class preference is indicated we will pre-
register you in a class of our choosing, based on availability. 

 1st Semester or 4 day classe choices     Second Semester

 1____________________________________        1_____________________________________ 

 2____________________________________    2_____________________________________

 3____________________________________   3______________________________________   

 4____________________________________   4______________________________________
(No registrations accepted prior to January 1, 2014)
 Mail to:  Pamm Bryant, Wildacres Registrar; 2645 Davis Mill Rd;  Goochland, VA 23063

If you have any questions, please contact either 
 Pamm Bryant, Registrar at <pjbryant6  at   juno.com> or 804-457-4698  or 
 Fran Sick, Director at <ednfran  at   epix.net> or 570-928-8313.

For Office Use Only

ID #_______________

Date Rec'd"____________

Amt. Paid:__________

Ck #: ______________ 

Amt. Paid:_____________

Ck #:_________________

Paid in Full:_____________
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AFMS Endowment Fund *
 Carolyn Weinberger - (See page 2)

AFMS Scholarship Foundation *
 Alice Cherbonnier
 <alicecherbonnier@gmail.com>

 
AFMS Ways & Means *  
 Cheryl Neary  
 <ciervo.neary  at  gmail.com>

 
All American Award *
 Hazel Remaley
 <northridge5  at  verizon.net>

Auction 
 Cheryl Neary  (see AFMS Ways & Means) 

Audit
 Donald Pitkin
 <pitkind  at  earthlink.net>

Boundaries *
 Carl Miller  
 <kobold1  at  erols.com>

Budget & Finance
 Larry Heath   (see page 2)

Bulletin Editors Advisory *
 Mary Bateman
 <mbateman500  at  gmail.com>

Bylaws / Parliamentarian
 Steve Weinberger
 <cscrystals2  at   gmail.com>

Club Rockhound of the Year *
 Ellery Borow
 207-547-3154

Conservation & Legislation *
 Scott Peters
 <slipgapdms  at  aol.com>

Convention Advisory
 Matt Charsky
 <matt2430   at  comcast.net>

Directory
 Carolyn Weinberger - (See page 2)

Each One Teach One
 Betsy Oberheim
 <Aoberheim3  at  comcast.net>

Eastern Foundation Fund
 Michael Kessler
 < quartz7228  at  aol.com>

Historian
 Andy Celmer
 <abcpec  at  comcast.net>

Insurance Coordinator
 Carl Miller   (see Boundaries)

Junior Activities *
 Darryl Powell
 <diamonddan  at  rochester.rr.com> 

Operating Procedures 
 Steve Weinberger   (see Bylaws)

Safety * 
 Ellery Borow - (see Club Rockhound)

Show Coordinator
 Matt Charsky - (Convention Advisory)

Slide & Video Librarian *
 Ken Tudor
 <kentudor  at  yahoo.com>

Supplies
 K.C. Foster
 <katrinkaper  at  yahoo.com>

Uniform Rules
 David Brandon  (see Region III VP)
 

Ways & Means (EFMLS) 
 Gerry Cox
 <gerryannec  at  verizon.net>

Webmaster
 Dan Imel
   <lapidry   at  aol.com>

Wildacres Workshop Committee
 Steve Weinberger, Chair 
  (see Bylaws)

 Gerry Cox    (see Ways & Means)
 
 Bonnie Hird
 <bmwitt  at  citynet.net>
 

 Valerie Johnson
 <moon  at  copper.net>
 

 Richard Meszler
 <rmeszler  at  comcast.net>

 John Milligan
 <jmilligan  at  nyst.rr.com>

 Ken Valko
 <sssoapstone  at  yahoo.com >

Wildacres Continued
 

 Director
 Fran Sick
 <ednfran  at  epix.net>
 
   
 Registrar
 Pamm Bryant
 <pjbryant6  at  juno.com>
  

Nominating (Elected committee)
 Katie Collins - Chair
  (see Region I VP)

 Pamm Bryant 
  (see Wildacres Registrar)

 RJ Harris
 <roqfreq  at   rjharris.com>

 Jim Hird
 <wvyupper  at   frontiernet.net>

 Larry Huffman
 <ldhuff314  at   embarqmail.com>

 Bob Livingston
 <gemguy  at   verizon.net>

 Hazel Remaley
 <northridge5@verizon.net>
  
 
 
  
 
  

EFMLS CoMMittEE ChairS

rEgionaL  ViCE PrESidEntS

Region I
 Kathleen Collins
 <kathleenc55  at  cox.net>

Region II
 Janice Kowalski
 <janicekw  at  hotmail.com>

Region III
 David Brandon
 <brandonbuilds  at  verizon.net>

Region IV
 Jean Charsky
 <Jean2430  at  comcast.net>

Region V
 Judy Budnik
 <wisoh  at  msn.com>

Region VI
 Larry Huffman
 <ldhuff314  at  embarqmail.com>

 

Region VII
 Kim Cochran
 770-979-8331

 
Region VIII
 Michelle Renné
 <tfhae2  at  aol.com>

*Also Eastern Representative 
to American Federation Committee
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EFMLS NEwS
 Carolyn Weinberger, editor

 Po box 302

Visit the eFMls Website

<WWW.aMFed.org/eFMls>

ViSit A Show
from Matt Charsky

If you are an EFMLS member club and would like to have your show or 
swap listed here, send information to Matt Charsky, EFMLS Show 
Coordinator at 2430 N Glebe Rd; Arlington, VA 22207 or e-mail 
at <matt2430  at   comcast.net>.

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit #189

Owings Mills, MD

March:
	 28-29:	 	65th	Annual	EFMLS	Convention	hosted	by	the	
Catawba	Valley	Gem	&	Mineral	Club.		Hickory	Metroplex,	
Hickory,	NC.		EFMLS	Annual	Meeting	on	Friday,	March	27.

April:
	 10-11:	 	 Annual	 Atlantic	 Micromounters	 Conference	
sponsored	by	the	Micromineralogists	of	the	National	Capi-
tal	Area.		Springhill	Suites	Alexandria	Marriott,	6065	Rich-
mond	Hwy,	 Alexandria,	 VA.	 	 Registration	 at	 <www.dcmi-
crominerals.org/>

	 11-12:	 	 42nd	Annual	New	Haven	Mineral	 Club	 Show	
sponsored	by	the	New	Haven	Mineral	Club.		Amity	Region-
al	Middle	School,	Sheffield	Rd.,	Orange,	CT

	 11-12:	 	Annual	Mineral,	 Jewelry	&	Fossil	 show	spon-
sored	by	the	SE	New	Hampshire	Mineral	Club.	 	Veteran’s	
Community	Center,	156	Backwater	Rd;	Dover,	NH

	 18-19:	 	 32nd	 Annual	 Gem,	 Mineral	 &	 Jewelry	 Show	
sponsored	 by	 the	Maine	Mineralogical	 &	 Geological	 So-
ciety.	 	 Alfond	 Center,	 St.	 Joseph’s	 College	 of	Maine,	 278	
Whites	Bridge	Rd;	Standish,	ME.

May:
	 16-17:		47th	Annual	“World	of	Gems	&	Minerals”	Show	
sponsored	 by	 the	 Berks	Mineralogical	 Society.	 	 Leesport	
Farmers	Market	Banquet	Hall,	312	Gernant’s	Church	Rd.,	
Leesport,	PA

	 30:	 	 26th	 Annual	 Chesapeake	 Gem	 &	 Mineral	 Show	
hosted	by	the	Chesapeake	Gem	&	Mineral	Society.	 	Ruhl	
Armory,	York	Rd	at	I-695;	Towson,	MD

June:
	 6:	 	 64th	 Semi-Annual	 Spring	Mineralfest	 Show	spon-
sored	by	the		Pennsylvania	Earth	Sciences	Association.
Macungie	Memorial	Park,	Macungie,	PA

	 6-7:	 	Gemfest	2015	sponsored	by	 the	Wayne	County	
Gem	&	Mineral	Club.		NEW	LOCATION:		Greater	Canandai-
gua	Civic	Center,	215	N.	Bloomfield	Rd.,	Canandaigua,	NY.

July:
	 11-12:		54th	Annual	Mineral	&	Jewelry	Show	sponsored	
by	the	Oxford	County	Mineral	&	Gem	Association.		Telstar	
High	School,	Rte	26,	Bethel,	ME.

September:
	 12-13:		52nd	Annual	Gem,	Mineral	&	Fossil	Show	
sponsored	by	the	Northern	Berkshire	Mineral	Club.		
Fraternal	Order	of	Eagles,	515	Curran	Hwy,	MA

	 26-27:		51st	Annual	Gem,	Mineral	&	Jewelry	Show	
hosted	by	the	Gem	Cutters	Guild	of	Baltimore.		Howard	
Co.	Fairgrounds,	West	Friendship,	MD.


