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On The InsIde

    It always amazes me what people can accomplish 
when we work together. Never has that been more true 
than for our September 1 - 7, 2014 EFMLS Wildacres 
Workshop.
 
     As late as April or May we were in danger of having to 
cancel our fall workshop for lack of an adequate num-
ber of registrations. However, when the word went out 
that we were on the brink of possibly losing one of the 
most treasured activities of the EFMLS, your response 

was overwhelming. Club editors made a special effort to promote Wildacres in 
their newsletters, club officers and members who know what a special place 
Wildacres is promoted it at club activities, and so many of you sent in your reg-
istrations that by the end of June we were pretty much “bursting at the seams.” 
Needless to say, thanks to your overwhelming support, the September 2014 
workshop was not only saved, but enjoyed one of the highest enrollments in 
some time. Thank you all for your outstanding response.
 
 If you are one of the lucky folks who has attended one or more Wildacres 
workshops no further comment is necessary from me. You already know how 
special it is. But if you have not yet had an opportunity to join us on our beauti-
ful mountain I hope you will be able to do so in the very near future. If you have 
any interest at all in learning lapidary or jewelry skills, enjoy beautiful scenery, 
wonderful speakers, field trips, tailgate sessions, auctions, comfortable lodging 
in motel-type rooms, three great meals a day that you don’t have to prepare or 
clean up after, or would just enjoy a very busy, but somehow still very relaxing 
week with the friendliest people you will ever meet, at the most reasonable 
cost to be found anywhere, you really need to plan a trip to an EFMLS 
Wildacres workshop as soon as possible. I hope to see you there.
 
 Thanks to you WE DID IT!!! Now that we are on a roll lets keep it 
going. We have two EFMLS workshops each year – one in spring and 
one in fall. In recent years our numbers have been declining. Lets get 
them back up there and fill the place to the rafters. Watch for the 
dates and class schedules for 2015 in the December and/or January 
EFMLS newsletters.

Thanks FOr YOur suppOrT!
from Fran Sick, EFMLS Wildacres Workshop Director
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hazel’s nOTes
by Hazel Remaley, President

 I hope everyone has had a good summer .  A sum-
mer with good weather, safe travel, good health and 
successful rockhounding.  Now we all look forward 
to a new season of club meetings.  Some of us have 
new officers and board members.  Good luck to all. 
 
 Each month that I have to write a message to you 
I struggle.  I know what I want to say, but just cannot 
seem to put it on to the computer keys!!  Give me a 
telephone and I will talk for a very long time!  So, perhaps you should all call me.  
I really do not hear from many of you nor do I get many newsletters.  Thought I 
would get more.   
 
 Well, now to my news to you.  In early July my husband Marv and I had the 
pleasure of attending the American Federation convention and general meeting 
in Tulsa, Oklahoma .  As President of Eastern I was a voting delegate and Marv 
was my loyal chauffeur.  We were looking forward to meeting some of the folks  
we had met in Jacksonville, FL last year.  Sure enough they were there, so we had 
a great time.  The only downside and disappointment was the fact that we could 
not go on any field trips.  Reason - 100 degree temps .  Really wiped me out.  We 
were warned, but still had high hopes.  Perhaps another time.  There were many 
meetings and the awards banquet was something that we had never seen.  Now 
remember - we were in Oklahoma - Indian territory.  The residents take that fact 
very seriously.  There are many tribes and we had the pleasure of being enter-
tained by a true native and his family.  

 Another thing that was different at the dinner was the menu.  It was truly 
local and featured barbecue everything -- including bologna.  Don’t knock it til 
you’ve tried it!   We did appreciate all that the Tulsa club did to make our stay 
a very good experience.  Did I mention that the annual show was one that we 
had not been to before?   We here in the northeast are used to lots of minerals.  
What we saw there was agate, jasper, wood, lapidary, lapidary and more lapi-
dary with only a few mineral and jewelry dealers.  There were more than 30 
cases in competition.  The judges had a big job.  The awards and ribbons were 
presented at the banquet on Saturday evening.  
 
 So, now you have some idea what I’ve been up to .  That trip, a deer tick bite 
in June, having our pet cat put to sleep right before we left for Tulsa and a quick 
fishing trip to our favorite lake made up our summer so far.  Remember that I’m 
writing this on August 1st so I still have more summer to look forward to.  
 
 Best to all, 
 
    Hazel
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Oxalic Acid Precautions

 Numerous articles have been 
written about the use of oxalic acid 
for cleaning and preparing mineral 
specimens. The trouble with most 
of the articles I’ve read has been 
that a good deal of the important 
safety information has been left out 
of them. In fact, most of the articles 
never even mention the very impor-
tant matter of its toxicity. This month 
I’m turning over the Safety Matters 
column to Duane Leavitt. Duane is a 
chemistry teacher, mineral collector 
and contributor to the Mineralogy 
of Maine Volume II, published by the 
Maine Geological Society.

Some Notes and Safety Tips on Using 
Oxalic Acid
by Duane Leavitt
 One often reads about and sees 
reference to oxalic acid (wood bleach) 
in publications when the topic of 
cleaning minerals is discussed. This 
chemical, while an excellent cleaner 
for some types of minerals, poses 
some serious health risks which are 
not widely understood and can be 
confusing when considered in light of 
other acids that are sometimes used 
for cleaning purposes. Oxalic acid, 
chemically H2C2O4, is an organic acid, 
which means that it contains, among 
other things, the element carbon. At 
room temperature it is a white, crys-
talline, odorless, solid looking a lot like 
granular sugar in physical appearance. 
It melts at 101 degrees C and will va-
porize at around 150 degrees C.

 When we look at oxalic acid, 
strictly as an acid, we find that as ac-
ids go it is quite weak. Acid strength is 
measured by how much hydrogen ac-
ids give up in water solutions; a conve-
nient measure of this is what is known 
as the Ka value, ionization constant 

value, of the acid. In a standard wa-
ter solution oxalic acid has ionization 
constant (Ka) values of 0.0054 (pri-
mary) and 0.0000523 (tertiary). Com-
pare this to Ka values of hydrochloric 
acid, Ka: 1; and nitric acid, Ka: 27.79 
and it is obvious that oxalic acid is no-
where near as strong or as soluble in 
water as these last two acids, which 
are also used in mineral cleaning. This 
last statement is very true and is a BIG 
part of the problem with understand-
ing oxalic acid. There is NO CORRELA-
TION between acid strength and how 
poisonous it is, it’s TOXICITY.

 As an organic acid, oxalic acid, 
and/or it’s water solutions, can be 
absorbed directly through the skin 
into the bloodstream, powders from 
the dry acid and vapors from solu-
tions can be absorbed into the body 
through the lungs - this has serious 
implications for those who like to 
clean specimens in a crock pot of sim-
mering oxalic acid solution in their 
basement; residues from improperly 
neutralized and rinsed specimens 
may be absorbed through later han-
dling. Dust from the solid acid can 
damage the cornea of the eyes.

 In the body, oxalic acid removes 
calcium from the blood, forming in-
soluble crystalline masses of calcium 
oxalate that eventually wind up in 
the kidneys where they will obstruct 
and abrade the kidney tubules caus-
ing the kidneys to bleed. They may 
block the kidneys and have to be 
removed surgically - kidney stones. 
In respiratory passages the material 
will cause severe irritation, possible 
hemorrhaging of these tissues and 
bums. When the material gets into 
the digestive tract it causes severe 
gastroenteritis and vomiting, shock 
and convulsions, cardiovascular col-
lapse and/or kidney failure which can 

saFeTY MaTTers
by Ellery Borow, EFMLS Safety Chair

continued on page 4

lead to death. A lethal dose of oxalic 
acid is somewhere between 5-15 
grams. Severe health problems occur 
at much smaller levels of exposure. 
OSHA recommends a TLV (threshold 
limit value) of no more than I mg (that 
is one thousandth of a gram)/ cubic 
meter. For comparison, 1 restaurant 
packet of sugar contains about I gram 
of material or 1000 times the recom-
mended exposure value.

 Unlike neutralized hydrochloric, 
muriatic and nitric acids, the products 
of “neutralized” oxalic acid are STILL 
poisonous - they just are no longer 
acidic. Oxalate compounds of any na-
ture are still a threat to your health.

 People wishing to use oxalic acid 
can do so successfully and safely 
provided they incorporate the fol-
lowing procedures into their mineral 
cleaning:
 1. Always use long-sleeved rub-
ber gloves, a splash proof apron, and 
full eye/nose protection when han-
dling either dry oxalic acid crystals or 
oxalic acid solutions.

 2. Avoid heating solutions of ox-
alic acid.... it will work cold, it just 
takes longer.

 3. Keep containers of soaking 
specimens covered so that acid va-
pors stay inside the container. Lids 
should NOT be airtight.

 4. Rinse any specimens cleaned 
with oxalic acid with copious amounts 
of water and test with pH paper to 
ensure that all acid is gone. A post 
treatment bath in dilute (household) 
ammonia or sodium bicarbonate so-
lution is a good idea.
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 5. In the event of a spill removed 
affected clothing immediately, rinse 
affected areas with copious amounts 
of water, rinse and wash affected 
clothing. If there is any doubt as to 
the severity of the exposure seek 
medical help immediately.

 6. Small amounts of used solu-
tions of oxalic acid can be disposed of 
by the following method: 
 1.) Neutralize the solution with 
sodium bicarbonate or sodium hy-
droxide; TEST with pH paper to make 
sure it is neutral (or slightly basic). 
 2.)  Dilute the solution from step 
1 above, 20 fold with water (example, 
to 1 pint of neutralized acid solution 
add 20 pints of water. 
 3.) Pour solution 2 down the 
drain with plenty of cold water. This 
disposal technique is identical to Fly-
nn Scientific disposal technique 24A 
(Flynn, 2006).

 7. Read up on cleaning techniques 
(Cleaning and Preserving Minerals by 
Richard Pearl is a good place to start) 
and educate yourself about tech-
niques, materials and alteratives.

Reprinted with permission of the author.

saFeTY MaTTers
continued from page 3

 It is hard to believe that the 
summer is almost over. Hopefully 
you have had an opportunity to get 
out and enjoy nature and do a little 
hounding. The other side of that coin 
is that fall is fast approaching and 
with it a new set of geoscience stu-
dents that will be looking for financial 
support. 

 As I am sure that you are aware, 
the AFMS Scholarship supports those 
students working toward gradu-
ate degrees. These are the men and 
women that will be working in the 
field and related industries that ulti-
mately will produce collecting loca-
tions that will allow us to continue to 
enjoy our hobby.

 As your club once again begins 
to get back to a regular fall meet-
ing schedule, I would hope that the 
AFMS Scholarship Fund is on your 
agenda for continued support.  Con-
tributions should be made payable to 
the “AFMS Scholarship Foundation” 
and sent to me at the address shown 
on page 9 of this issue.

aFMs schOlarshIp
by Ken Creed, EFMLS Coordinator

 In case you are planning on attending the ALAA meeting in January 2015, it will 
be held in Quartzite Arizona.

 Speaking of Arizona, I never have, nor do I expect to be on a rock hunting 
expedition to collect large amounts of specimens at a BLM or National Forest loca-
tion.  But I know there are Rock hounds that do.  There are many rules and regula-
tions that are sketchy at least and confusing at best so the only recommendation 
I can make is to do your homework!   Find out what regulations are in force at the 
particular place you intend to collect.  Keep in mind not all the rocks are treated 
the same and certain ones have their own regulations.  In some situations rock 
hounding may require a permit.

cOnservaTIOn & legIslaTIOn
by Toni Donchak

Give Credit Where Credit is Due!

  You’ve all used that phrase, and 
know just what it means.  Some peo-
ple do things to get attention, others 
never consider the attention of others 
when they do their good deeds.  That 
makes people want to acknowledge 
those things they do even more!  The 
EFMLS wants to express recognition 
to those members who further the 
aims and ideals of their rock and min-
eral clubs.  The Each One Teach One 
award is to honor the club members 
who go out into the community and 
teach children and adults about the 
wonderful world of rocks and miner-
als.  The Rockhound of the year is for 
the club members who contribute di-
rectly to the success of the club.

 Both awards are an honor to re-
ceive and will give credit to the mem-
bers who have, of their own volition, 
helped build a strong foundation for 
their club.  But we need you to help 
us find these individuals, all you need 
to do is to fill out the applications 
in the EOTO newsletters and send it 
to Ellery or to me.  Then we will see 
about giving credit where it is due.

each One Teach One
by Betsy Oberheim, EOTO Chair

new OFFIcers?
from Ye Olde Editor

 If your club has elected new offi-
cers, please take a couple of minutes 
and let the Federation know who 
they are so we can continue to keep 
the lines of communication open.  

 Send the name, address, phone 
and E-mail along with the name of 
your club and office held by each to 
the EFMLS Editor (address on page 2).
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 Reliable, safe, after school child 
care is a constant need for many (if 
not most) families today.  Religious 
and civic organizations have identified 
this need and have responded with 
after school programs and have found 
great success in connecting with their 
communities.  This need presents an 
opportunity for our mineral societies 
and clubs to also connect with the 
community – and in the process, grow 
the participation in our organizations.

 To be successful, “out of the box” 
thinking is necessary.  Friday nights 
from 7 to 9 won’t work.  Tuesday or 
Thursday (or any other school day) 
from 3 or 3:30 to 5 is the necessary time 
slot.  Very few clubs have a building or 
room in town.  But, you could very well 
develop an arrangement with a local 
church or civic organization (like the 
VFW or American Legion) or school.  As 

aFTer schOOl clubs
by Rev. Darryl Powell, Junior Activities Chair

partners you can 
provide this ser-
vice to the com-
munity.  Our clubs 
can provide the 
programming and 
the partner organization can provide 
the space.

 For many years I worked at a 
church that had an after school pro-
gram.  With good communication and 
partnership with the school district, 
arrangements were made to have the 
children dropped off at the church.  
In time, there were so many children, 
the school had a special bus for the 
kids and they dropped off a bus load 
every Thursday afternoon.  Imagine a 
bus load of kids dropped off to you at 
the local Parish center to enjoy an af-
ternoon of mineral fun?!  Imagine the 
adults who might very well also begin 
to attend your evening meetings and 
field trips?!  Imagine inspiring dozens 
of children in science and earth science 
topics every single week?!

 Our mineral clubs and societ-
ies have been traditionally adult-
oriented groups and family-oriented 
groups that gather together during 
a “family time” once a month.  We 
compete with literally hundreds of 
new opportunities for children and 
families.  Successful organizations, 
like successful businesses, are the 
ones that adapt to changing times 
and seek opportunities to provide 
goods and services for specific needs.

 Please consider developing an 
afternoon mineral club in your com-
munity.  You, in partnership with your 
community’s other organizations and 
the school district can provide mean-
ingful, safe, and fun experiences for 
your neighborhood kids.

aFMs beac resulTs
from Mary Bateman, BEAC Chair

 It was a pleasure to learn the re-
sults of our EFMLS club editors and 
authors in the AFMS Competition.   
Our top three entries from the EFMLS 
competition were forwarded to the 
AFMS judges for evaluation against 
similar entries from the six other 
AFMS regional federations.   The re-
sults were announced during the 
AFMS cnvention this past July.  

 Congratulations to:

Original Adult Articles
Michael Pabst

1st Place - Formarierite
Micromineralogists of the 

National Capital Area

7th Place - Stephen Johnson
Labeling & Cataloging Rocks, 

Minerals & Fossils
Mineralogical Society of the 

District of Columbia

Original Adult Articles - Advanced 
Vivien Gornitz

5th Place - Green Gold - Mayan Jade
NY Mineralogical Club

Honorable Mention
Mike Seeds

The Hematite Rabbit
Baltimore Mineral Society

Shellie Newell
Geology of Aiken in a Hike
Through Hitchcock Woods

Aiken Gem, Mineral & Fossil Soc.

Andrew Thompson
Popes’Mineral and Chemical 

Contribution Through the Ages
Mineralogical Society of the 

District of Columbia 

Written Features
8th Place - Andrew Thompson

A Breif Note:  Who Was “Rogers” of 
Mt. Rogers, Virginia?

Mineralogical Society of the 
District of Columbia

Honorable Mention
Sue Marcus

Opportunities for Self- Collection: 
Where Can You Go?

Northern Virginia Mineral Club

Don Greaves
John Wolf Memorial Field Trip
Maryland Geological Society

 
Drawn Features

2nd Place - Isabella Brandon
Scratch Board

Central PA Rock & Mineral Club

continued on page 6
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aFMs/beac resulTs
continued from page 5

4th Place - Avery Deemer
Quartz Cavern

Central PA Rock & Mineral Club

5th Place - Hannah Finley
Pencil Drawing

Central PA Rock & Mineral Club

Adult Poetry
1st Place - Otis Kidwell Burger

On The Rocks
New York Mineralogical Club

6th Place - Betsy Oberheim
Remember

Central PA Rock & Mineral Club

Junior Poetry
6th Place - Helen Padgett (age 7)

Sparkly Crystals
Mineralogical Socity

of the District of Columbia

New Editors
1st Place - Kristin Lolmaugh

The Rockhounder
GLMS/Montgomery Co., MD

3rd Place - Shellie Newell
Hound’s Howl

Aiken Gem, Mineral & Fossil Society

4th Place - Hutch Brown
The Mineral Newsletter

Northern Virginia Mineral Club

Small Bulletins
2nd Place - Keith Gilmore

Crack ‘N Cab
Gem & Mineral Society of Syracuse

4th Place - Mike Seeds
The Conglomerate

Baltimore Mineral Society

6th Place - Kathy Hrechka
The Mineral Mite

Micromineralogists of the National 
Capital Area

Large Bulletins
3rd Place - Beverly Eisenacher

Rock Buster News
Central PA Rock & Mineral Club

4th Place - Carolyn Weinberger
Gem Cutters News

Gem Cutters’ Guild of Baltimore

5th Place - Sheryl Sims
Mineral Minutes

Mineralogical Society of the
District of Columbia

Special Publications
6th Place - Beverly Eisenacher

Salute to Volunteers & Exhibitors
Central PA Rock & Mineral Club

 No doubt numerous folks in your 
club deserve to be named as your club’s 
AFMS Club Rockhound of the Year (AC-
ROY).  Sure a club may select their out-
standing treasurer, or their fantastic 
show chair, or their best club meeting 
guest greeter, or perhaps their dedicat-
ed member who puts on meeting pro-
gram after meeting program, in other 
words people who are very visible and 
really out there. 
 
 Perhaps it is time to put in a plug 
about honoring the oft-times hidden 
yet non-the-less dedicated folks who 
design, set up/ and maintain your club 
website. The high tech jobs often oper-
ate in the electronic background and go 
unnoticed (or worse, unappreciated) by 
the membership at large.

 A club website is often a prospec-
tive new members first introduction to 
a club and is often an excellent compli-
ment a club’s newsletter. Websites of-
fer a high tech way of keeping a club 

technologically current and relevant 
to new and continuing members. So 
please keep in mind the often invisible 
effort of our dedicated high tech folks 
working behind the scenes en our web-
sites. These good folks are great candi-
dates to become your club’ s 2014 Club 
Rockhound of the Year honoree.

 With the rapid fire pace of technol-
ogy a club can even select a new hon-
oree in 20151 How about thatl Yes/ 
every year your club may select a new 
ACROY honoree. Each new year pres-
ents another opportunity to honor your 
treasurer, or show chair, or greeter, or 
member who brings in the most new 
members, or webmaster, or even your 
newsletter editor! Really, the only dif-
ficult part of the ACROY program is 
selecting just one of the many deserv-
ing candidates per year (except when 
the honoree is 1/2 of a couple in which 
case both halves of the couple may be 
named as your honoree).

 The details - one honoree (or cou-
ple) per year, a junior member may also 
and in addition be named, we need a 
100 word or less write up of the hon-
oree’s accomplishments (including of 
course the name of the honoree and 
club affiliation), the name of the person 
submitting the name (anyone in the 
club may submit the honorees name) 
- then we will do the rest by listing the 
honorees you select within the pages of 
both the AFMS and EFMLS newsletters.

 Oh, I should also mention, begin-
ning this year and hopefully continu-
ing, each honoree will receive a special 
certificate naming your clubs most 
honored CIub Rockhound of the Year 
awardee.

 Send your selections to me - my ad-
dress is listed on page 9 of this issue.

hIT (hIgh Tech Thanks)
by Ellery Borow, AFMS Club Rockhound of the Year Chair
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 The Catawba Gem & 
Mineral Club will host the 
2015 EFMLS Convention on 
March 27-29, 2015 at the 
Hickory Metro Convention 
Center (Hickory MCC) in 
Hickory, NC.   Our organization was orga-
nized in 1969, joined the EFMLS in 1973, 
and hosted the annual EFMLS conven-
tions in 1989 and 1995.  Its members 
take great pride in sponsorship of its an-
nual show and are excited about the up-
coming EFMLS accepting our proposal 
to host its annual convention in the Tar 
Heel state.

 Hickory is located in the foothills 
region of the western Piedmont of 
our diverse state and North Carolina 
has 300+ minerals within its borders.  
The county which is home to Hickory 
has well known minerals within the 
quartz family, and everyone is famil-
iar with the minerals of adjacent Al-
exander County which includes emer-
alds / hiddenite / and rutile.

 This is our 45th annual show with 
a group of vendors that have quality 
mineral specimens, fossils, jewelry 
both finished and unmounted stones, 
lapidary material, and beads.  The 
club has educational exhibits cover-
ing specific themes as well as person-
ally collected and personally crafted 
specimens.  We invite all attendees to 
join with us in sharing your exhibits…
a display case may be reserved or you 
may bring your own.  Look for show-
case exhibit sign up info later. 

 We take much pride in setting aside 
the Friday morning for school groups to 
listen to various topics and have time 
for their questions.  Also, demonstra-
tions of wire wrapping, making cabo-
chons, and faceting are present.

 Our club will conduct a 
field trip to the Reel Am-
ethyst Mine in close by 
Lincoln County on Friday, 
March 27th where excep-
tional colored crystals and 

clusters have been found.

The schedule for EFMLS events is:

Friday, March 27
 5:30 pm - Cracker Barrel
  Hampton Inn                                                                         
 7:30 pm  - EFMLS Annual Meeting:   
  Hickory Convention Center

Saturday, March 28
 1:30 pm - Annual EFMLS Auction
  Hickory Convention Center
 7:30 pm - Awards Banquet
  Hickory Convention Center

Sunday, March 29
 8:30 am - Editors’ Breakfast
  Hampton Inn

 Lodging has been arranged at 
Hampton Inn of Hickory, adjacent to 
the Hickory Metro Convention Cen-
ter…a block of rooms has been set 
aside for convention delegates. (rate 
$104 plus tax). Be sure to mention 
that you are with the EFMLS Conven-
tion when calling.

Hampton Inn
1956 13th Ave. Dr, SE

Hickory, NC 28602
1-828-624-2000
I-40 at exit 125

welcOMe TO hIckOrY, nOrTh carOlIna
by Baxter Leonard, Show Chair and Larry Huffman

Hickory Metro Convention Center
1960 13th Ave Dr SE
Hickory, NC 28602

I-40 at exit 125

 Look for more news and updates 
about the convention in next month’s 
newsletter and website.
                

websITe cOnTesT resulTs
from Dan Imel

 The top three entries from the 
EFMLS website competition were for-
warded to AFMS  for judging against 
the top three entries from each of the 
regional federations with the follow-
ing results:

8th Place 
Delaware Mineralogical Society

Ken Casey, Webmaster

10th Place
Baltimore Mineral Society
Bradley Grant, Webmaster

Honorable Mention
Casper Voogt

Mineralogical Society 
of Washington, DC

 Congratulations to all.
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aFMs cOde OF eThIcs

 I will respect both private and public property and will 
do no collecting on privately owned land without the own-
er’s permission.

 
 I will keep informed on all laws, regulations of rules governing collecting 
on public lands and will observe them.

 I will to the best of my ability, ascertain the boundary lines of property 
on which I plan to collect.

 I will use no firearms or blasting material in collecting areas.

 I will cause no willful damage to property of any kind - fences, signs, buildings.

 I will leave all gates as found.

 I will build fires in designated or safe places only and will be certain they 
are completely extinguished before leaving the area.

 I will discard no burning material - matches, cigarettes, etc.

 I will fill all excavation holes which may be dangerous to livestock.

 I will not contaminate wells, creeks or other water supply.

 I will cause no willful damage to collecting material and will take home 
only what I can reasonably use.

 I will practice conservation and undertake to utilize fully and well the 
materials I have collected and will recycle my surplus for the pleasure and 
benefit of others.

 I will support the rockhound project H.E.L.P. (Help Eliminate Litter Please) 
and Will leave all collecting areas devoid of litter, regardless of how found.

 I  will cooperate with field trip leaders and those in designated authority 
in all collecting areas.

 I will report to my club or Federation officers, Bureau of Land manage-
ment or other authorities, any deposit of petrified wood or other materials 
on public lands which should be protected for the enjoyment of future gen-
erations for public educational and scientific purposes.

 I will appreciate and protect our heritage of natural resources.

 I will observe the “Golden Rule”, will use “Good Outdoor Manners” and 
will at all times conduct myself in a manner which will add to the stature and 
Public “image” of rockhounds everywhere.

 Once again, our EFMLS members 
led the way for the AFMS Endow-
ment Fund Drawing with $940 in tick-
et sales.  Eleven of our members won 
prizes:

Prize #1 - Fossil Fish 
Ed Matson

Prize #9 - Rhyolite Sphere
NJ Lapidary Society

Prize #17 - Wire Wrapped Necklace
Merrill Dickinson

Prize #25 - Turned Walnut Bowl
Saco Valley Gem & Mineral Society

Prize #26 - Maple Gem Tree
Barbara Ringhiser

Prize #27 -Bonsai Gem Tree
Pamm Bryant

Prize #32 - Aquamarine on Albite Print
John Rateike

Prize #34 - Stalactite Malachite Print
Katie Collins

Prize #36 - Cuprite Crystal Print
Mary Bateman

Prize #38 - Coral Head
Imelda Rocha

Prize #40 - Painting on Howlite
Sharon Landrum

 Thanks to all our EFMLS folks who 
donated prizes and purchased tickets.

 Donations for the 2015 Drawing 
are being accepted now - just mail 
them to me at the address on page 2.

endOwMenT drawIng news
from Carolyn Weinberger
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EFMLS CoMMittEE ChairS

*Also Eastern Representative 
to American Federation Committee

AFMS Endowment Fund *
 Carolyn Weinberger
 <cscrystals2  at  gmail.com>

AFMS Scholarship Foundation *
 Ken Creed
 <kcreed  at  maine.rr.com>
 

AFMS Ways & Means *  - To be appointed
  

All American Award *
 Hazel Remaley 
 <northridge5  at  verizon.net>

Auction 
 Cheryl Neary  
 <ciervo.neary  at  gmail.com>

Audit
 Donald Pitkin
 <pitkind  at  earthlink.net>

Boundaries *
 Carl Miller 
 <kobold1  at  erols.com>

Budget & Finance
 Merrill Dickinson 
 <medsearchnorth  at  comcast.net>

Bulletin Editors Advisory *
 Mary Bateman
 <mbateman500 at gmail.comt>

Bylaws / Parliamentarian
 Steve Weinberger
 <cscrystals2  at  gmail.com>

Club Rockhound of the Year *
 Ellery Borow
 207-547-3154

Conservation & Legislation *
 Toni Donchak
 <adonchak  at  verizon.net>

Convention Advisory
 Matt Charsky
 <matt2430  at  comcast.net>

Directory
 Carolyn Weinberger 
 <cscrystals2  at  gmail.com>

Each One Teach One
 Betsy Oberheim
 <Aoberheim3  at  comcast.net>

Eastern Foundation Fund
 Fran Sick
 <ednfran  at  epix.net>

 
Historian
 Andy Celmer
 <abcpec  at  comcast.net>

Insurance Coordinator
 Carl Miller  
 <kobold1  at  erols.com>

Junior Activities *
 Darryl Powell
 <diamonddan  at  rochester.rr.com> 

Operating Procedures 
 Steve Weinberger   
 <cscrystals2  at  gmail.com>

Safety * 
 Ellery Borow
 207-547-3154
 

Show Coordinator
 Matt Charsky
 <matt2430  at  comcast.net>

Slide & Video Librarian *
 Ken Tudor
  <ktudor  at  yahoo.com>

Supplies
 Suzie  Milligan
 <smilligan  at  stny.rr.com>

Uniform Rules
 David Brandon  
 <brandonbuilds  at  verizon.net>

 
Ways & Means (EFMLS) 
 Cheryl Neary 
 <ciervo.neary  at  gmail.com>

Webmaster
 Dan Imel
  <lapidry  at  aol.com>

Wildacres Workshop Committee
 Steve Weinberger, Chair 
 <cscrystals2  at  gmail.com>

 Gerry Cox
 <gerryannec  at  verizon.net>

 Al DeMilo
 <abdemilo  at  verizon.net>

 Bonnie Hird
 <bmwitt  at  citynet.net>
 
 Valerie Johnson
   <moon  at  copper.net>
 
 Richard Meszler
 <rmeszler  at  comcast.net>

 John Milligan
 <jmilligan  at  stny.rr.com>

 Director
 Fran Sick
 <ednfran  at  epix.net>   
 
 Registrar
 Pamm Bryant
  <pjbryant6  at  juno.com>
  

Nominating (Elected committee)
 Loren Patterson (Chair)
 <lorenpatterson  at  gmss.us>

 Pamm Bryant 
 <pjbryant6  at  juno.com>

 Katie Collins 
 <kathleenc55  at  cox.net>

 RJ Harris
 <roqfreq  at  rjharris.com>

 Bob Livingston
 <gemguy  at  verizon.net>

 Cheryl Neary 
 <ciervo.neary  at  gmail.com>

 Wayne Sukow
 <d8olite  at  fastmail.fm>
 
 
 
  
 
  

EFMLS CoMMittEE ChairS

rEgionaL  ViCE PrESidEntS

Region I
 Kathleen Collins
 138 Hubbard St
 Glastonbury, CT 06033
 860-659-2026
 <kathleenc55  at  cox.net>

Region II
 Janice Kowalski
 104 Belmont Av
 Long Beach, NY 11561-3807 
 516-319-8883
 <janicekw  at  hotmail.com>

Region III
 David Brandon
 51 South 39th St
 Camp Hill, PA 17011
 717-232-5532
 <brandonbuilds  at  verizon.net>

Region IV
 Jean Charsky
 2430 N Glebe Rd
 Arlington, VA 22207
 703-522-7415
 <Jean2430  at  comcast.net>

Region V
 Judy Budnik
 2948 Rontina Dr
 Goshen, OH 45122-9300
 513-575-1990
 <wisoh  at  msn.com>

Region VI
 Barbara Fenstermacher
 118 Ashwood Dr
 Aiken, SC 29801
 803-649-0959
 <bfenster2  at  bellsouth.net>
 

Region VII
 Kim Cochran
 2695 Van Ct
 Snellville, GA 30278
 770-979-8331

 
Region VIII
 Michelle Renné
 6550 S Congress Ave
 Lake Worth, FL 33462
 561-969-3291
 <pgrm4  at  aol.com>

*Also Eastern Representative 
to American Federation Committee
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ViSit A Show
from Matt Charsky

Non-Profit Org.
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PAID
Permit #189

Owings Mills, MD 

If you are an EFMLS member club and 
would like to have your show or swap listed 
here, send information to Matt Charsky, 
EFMLS Show Coordinator at 2430 N 
Glebe Rd; Arlington, VA 22207 or e-mail 
at <matt2430@comcast.net>.

August:
 23-24:  47th Annual Rock & Min-
eral Show sponsored by the St. Law-
rence Co. Rock & Mineral Club. Ma-
drid Community Center, 1835 St Hwy 
345; Madrid, NY

 30-31:  25th Annual Rockhound-
ers Gem & Mineral Show sponsored 
by the Kennebec Rocks & Minerals 
Club.  National Guard Armory, West-
ern Ave; Augusta, ME.

September:
 13-14:  51st Annual Gem, Min-
eral & Fossil Show sponsored by the 
Northern Berkshire Mineral Club.  Fra-
ternal Order of Eagles Aerie #310, 515 
Curran Highway, Rt 8; No. Adams, MA. 

 20-21:  45th Annual Gem, Min-
eral, Fossil Show & Sale sponsored 
by the Mid-Hudson Valley Gem & 
Mineral Society.  Gold’s Gym & Fam-
ily Sports Complex, 258 Titusville Rd; 
Poughkeepsie, NY

 27-28:  50th Atlantic Coast Gem, 
Mineral & Jewelry Show hosted by 
the Gem Cutters Guild of Baltimore.  
Howard Co. Fairgrounds, 2210 Fair-
grounds Road; West Friendship, MD 
21794 (MD 32 just off I-70).

October:
 4:  50th Anniversary “Autumn 
Mineralfest” Mineral, Fossil & Gem 
Show sponsored by the Pennsylvania 
Earth Sciences Association.  Macun-
gie Memorial Park, Macungie, PA

 10 - 12:  58th Annual Desautels 
Micromount Symposium and Hall of 
Fame Induction.  Friends School, 5114 
North Charles St; Baltimore, MD.  Reg-
istration & Information - C Weinberger, 
PO Box 302, Glyndon, MD 21071-0302.

 18-19:  41st Annual Jewelry, Gem, 
Mineral & Fossil Show sponsored by 
the Kanawha Rock & Gem Club.  So. 
Charleston Community Center, So.. 
Charleston, WV

 25-26:  45th Annual Rochester 
Gem, Mineral, Jewelry & Fossil Show 
sponsored by the Rochester Lapidary 
Society.  Main Street Armory, 900 E 
Main St., Rochester, NY

 25-26:  43rd Annual ROCKtober-
FEST Gem, Mineral & Fossil Show & 
Sale sponsored by the Rhode Island 
Mineral Hunters.  Community College 
of RI, Rte 113; Warwick, RI.

 25:  Annual “Ultraviolation” Fluo-
rescent Mineral Show sponsored by the 
Rock and Mineral Club of Lower Bucks 
County.  First United Methodist Church, 
840 Trenton Rd., Fairless Hills, PA

November:
 1 – 2:  45th Annual Gemarama 2014 
sponsored by the Tuscarora Lapidary 
Society.  School at Church Farm, 1001 E 
Lincoln Highway, Exton, PA 19341.

 22-23:  23rd Annual Gem, Mineral 
& Fossil Show sponsosred by the North-
ern Virginia Mineral Club.  George Ma-
son Univ. Student Union II Bldg, Brad-
dock Rd & Rte 123; Fairfax, VA.


