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On The Inside
And so the Journey Begins!

by Cheryl Neary, President

 As you may have realized I have been elect-
ed as President of this great organization. I 
hope our journey together is as if we are sailing 
on calm waters (maybe a few wakes...). So, how 
did I get to this position in the organization? It 
started out simply by visiting an EFMLS conven-
tion in Bristol, CT. A few members of my clubs 
were interested in bidding for a show on Long 
Island. So our quest began three years ago. We were informed that we needed 
to speak to Matt Charsky, an extremely active member of the EFMLS and now   
2nd VP of the American Federation, as well. Matt is responsible for the Conven-
tion Shows. (If your club is interested in hosting the function- speak to Matt) 
Anyway, Matt is also on the Nominating Committee- so you probably figured out 
by now the association! He is very persuasive! The rest is history!   This brings 
me to my history- and who I am!

 I have always been attracted to the natural beauty and art of nature- rocks, sea-
shells and plants. As a child (many moons ago), I often wandered to the rock which 
glistened in the sunlight. I was mesmerized by the beauty - later to be amazed by 
the geology of the structure, which I seemed to become fond of instantly and thus 
added to my collection- a never ending collection of time caught in a moment (of 
cause geologically speaking!). I also grew up with Jacques Cousteau entertaining 
and enticing me to want to learn more about the oceans and its inhabitants. I 
watched in awe as he descended to the ocean floor and found the urge to want to 
study this spectacular area of the earth. In my teens I was determined to become 
a Marine Geologist. Needless to say, that did not happen. But geology was a very 
strong possibility and I attended a great State University which offered a terrific 
program (and still does!) In my last year of high school I had an English teacher 
who influenced me to ponder a profession in Criminal Justice. In my sophomore 
year of college I undertook an independent study for psychology and volunteered 
in a minimum security prison. It was an extremely rewarding experience which 
had me convinced-geology was the way to go! 

 I graduated from the State University at Oneonta (New York) with a Bachelor 
of Science in Geology. The plan was to work for a major oil company. Upon grad-
uating and interviewing with the major oils, I was informed that although I had 
the degree in Geology, I was lacking business and computer courses. So, back to 
school for accounting and computer classes- yep- I learned to program in Cobalt 
and FORTRAN, punching the cards (really dating myself now!) and working for 

a fortune 500 company, who paid for 
my Masters in Business Administra-
tion. I worked for many years in the 
accounting department of various or-
ganizations, until fate placed me into 
the company I presently work for- an 
environmental contracting company. 
I started out as a staff geologist, to 
senior geologist and presently handle 
Compliance for Petroleum and Chem-
ical Bulk Storage.
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   EFMLS Officers
   2012 - 2013

Cheryl Neary
PRESIDENT

<ciervo.neary@gmail.com>

Hazel Remaley
1st VICE PRESIDENT

<northridge5@verizon.net>

Merrill Dickinson
2nd Vice President

<medsearchnorth@comcast.net>

Gerry Cox
SECRETARY

<gerryannec@verizon.net>

Lou Budell
TREASURER

<labudell@windstream.net>

Michael Patterson
ASSISTANT TREASURER

<Michael.Patterson@pgparks.com>

Carolyn Weinberger
EDITOR

PO Box 302

<cscrystals2@gmail.com>

Deadline is the first of each month prior to publica-
tion date (i.e. Feb. 1 for March issue).  No issue is 

normally published during  July or August.

Non-commercial reprint permission 
granted unless otherwise reserved.

Journey
continued from page 2

 Throughout my time working in accounting I was active with my local rock 
and mineral clubs. Quite a few times in the history of the Island Rockhounds 
(Long Island) I have held the positions of Treasurer, Vice-President and President 
(currently). I also belong to the Suffolk Gem & Mineral Club and have been a di-
rector for quite a few years. Over the years and presently I also belonged to the 
Long Island Mineral and Geological Society and New York Mineral Club. Recently 
I just joined the Syracuse Gem and Mineral Club.

 When you have a profession and hobby which you love, it is important to 
stay in touch with the many aspects of the field. I am presently the Treasurer 
of the Long Island Association of Professional Geologists and a Board Member 
of the New York State Council of Professional Geologists (NYSCPG). One of the 
main functions of the NYSCPG is to seek licensure for geologists.  New York State 
has not joined the 31 other states which have recognized the important role of 
geologists by requiring a license to enforce the practice. 

 I have had the pleasure of working with many fine individuals within this 
organization. I would like to meet many more!

 I have found out in the past few years that many clubs are not really active 
in the Federation. Our Federation can provide so many tools for you to utilize. In 
addition, the Federation allows you to participate in an assortment of activities, 
which have been and will be promoted in future newsletters! 

 What is the possibility of more active clubs? You tell me- why is there a lack 
of participation?

 Where will our journey take us?

     Cheryl

 The Che-Hanna 
Rock & Miner-
als Club is hon-
ored to recognize 
Frances Sick as 
Club Rockhound 
of the Year.

 In the first year Fran joined our club, 
she was elected to the office of secre-
tary, followed by years as president and 
treasurer of our club. Fran held all of-
fices and other duties with extreme effi-

Club Rockhound of the Year
from Ellery Borow, ACROY Coordinator for EFMLS

ciency.  No task is too much for her.  Fran 
is also the past president of the Eastern 
Federation and is now chair of the East-
ern Foundation Fund.  In addition, Fran 
is the Director of Wildacres.  Fran’s love 
of Wildacres started many years ago, 
and she has become proficient in many 
lapidary skills.

 We feel Fran is very deserving of 
this honor.

submitted by Inga Wells
Che-Hanna R&M Club President



Communication and Involvement Are the Keys to Our Success! EFMLS News --November, 2012   3

To Write or not to Write

  Eastern Federation of Mineral-
ogical and 
Lapidary So-
cieties con-
ventions al-
ways provide 
inspiration in 
many forms.  
The 2012 con-
vention re-
cently held in 

Harrisburg was no exception.  During 
the convention’s Editors Breakfast, 
Mr. Don Monroe, President–elect of 
the American Federation of Mineral-
ogical Societies, made a commented 
about possibly having a contest cat-
egory for safety articles in future 
Bulletin Editors Advisory Commit-
tee contests.  Well, I thought, that 
was an interesting idea, but why not 
spread the idea a little farther.
 
 To write or not to write is often 
not the question.  Most folks with 
good ideas, inspirations, safety tips 
or techniques choose not to write 
about their ideas.  They may share 
an idea with a fellow club member 
or mention it in passing at a meeting, 
but good ideas often do not make 
it into print where many more folks 
might perhaps benefit by the idea’s 
understanding and implementation. 
 
 So, this good idea, inspired by 
Mr. Monroe’s comment, is to sug-
gest or encourage club editors and 
club safety committee chairpersons 
to get together and urge their club 
members who have safety ideas, 
suggestions or specific safety com-
ments to write about their ideas – 
and then publish them in their club’s 
bulletin.  Encouraging safety ideas 
to be spread amongst the member-
ship seems like a good idea to me.  

Perhaps a club editor might even 
like to offer a contest of some sort 
for the best safety idea of the year.  
It’s something to think about.
 
 The reason for promoting local 
safety ideas is a simple one.  I can 
step up on my soap box and spout 
safety rules all day long and indeed 
one may find generic, cover all the 
bases, safety guidelines all over the 
place, but sometimes a club may 
have unique-to-themselves quarries, 
pits, local mineral cleaning, home-
made equipment/machinery safety 
tips which could benefit their club 
members.  The club membership 
may benefit although there might 
not be a strong need for the idea to 
go national, because the idea is local 
in scope and not national.
 
 How many great unique-to-a-
specific-club safety ideas are out 
there?  I don’t know – but you as 
safety chairpersons and editors may 
be able to find out.  So if the question 
is whether to write or not to write – 
please give writing down those safety 
ideas some thought, or at lease en-
courage your members to do so.
 
 Remember, your safety and your 
safety ideas matter.

Safety Matters
by Ellery Borow, Safety Chair

Intelligences:  Just Talking About 
 Minerals is Not Enough

by Rev. Darryl Powell, Junior Activities Chair

 Let’s kick it up a notch.  Nearly 
all mineral clubs and societies that 
take children’s programming serious-
ly work very hard at presenting fun, 
hands-on, interesting programs.  With 
the activities, there has to be some 
form of teaching, a lecture of sorts.  
This month, please consider that you 
as a leader have specific strengths as 

a teacher and leader, and you must 
capitalize on 
them, use 
them to their 
fullest poten-
tial.  But be-
fore you use 
them, you 
need to iden-
tify them.

 Every person has a unique style 
of learning.  Experts in education call 
these “Intelligences.”  The “Theory 
of Multiple Intelligences” says that 
there are different ways that indi-
viduals learn.  Schools have tradition-
ally emphasized “logical intelligence” 
which emphasizes logic, numbers, 
reasoning and critical thinking.  But 
some people learn more effectively 
through music, others through mo-
tion, and others through language, to 
name just a few.  Imagine if you have 
a number of extremely musical chil-
dren in your club, and you chose to 
write a song together using mineral 
names?!  Pick a tune they know, and 
go at it.  You will quickly discover they 
will remember the mineral names 
far better than if you sat down and 
memorized with them, “OK, kids, 
let’s memorize the names of the sul-
fides this week.”  Some people learn 
best through relationships and need 
to have a one-on-one or small group 
experience where the friendships 
and interactions are key to learning 
facts and theories.  “Interpersonal” 
learners are more interested in the 
friendships and are quick to identify 
people’s moods, feelings, desires, 
and are expert at cooperation and 
working with the group.

continued on page 4
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 As a first step, you will need to 
identify YOUR intelligence, that is, 
your style of learning and, therefore, 
your most effective style of teaching.  
Please visit this website, take the test 
and print out the results.  The URL is 
<www.literacyworks.org/mi/assess-
ment/findyourstrengths.html>.  The 
results will show how you best learn 
and how you will best teach others.

 Many mineral clubs and societies 
are struggling to build and maintain 
children’s programming.  Consider ap-
plying this information to your group.  
True, this approach, when applied, 
calls for preparation, hard work, and 
a fair bit of time, before, during and 
after your programs.  Those who are 
willing to put in the extra effort will 
see rewards.  The children you have 
will be more interested and engaged 
in your program.  They will learn the 
material better.  You will very likely 
see more and more participants as 
word gets out that you are running 
a top-notch experience that really 
teaches in interesting, meaningful 
and effective ways.

 Thank you for your commitment 
and hard work.

Intelligences
continued from page 3

 There is one in every bunch. Some-
times there are even two – or maybe 
three, or more in a bunch.  The recent 
Eastern Federation of Mineralogical 
and Lapidary Societies convention high-
lighted the fact that clubs have a great 
many talented and dedicated people 
providing support, information, talent, 
expertise and all-round volunteerism in 
them.  Seems as though everyone I met 
at the convention, whether they were 
members of the host club (the Central 
Pennsylvania Rock and Mineral Club); 
club delegates; or officers or commit-
tee chairs of the Eastern Federation – 
everyone was friendly, helpful, knowl-
edgeable, and charged full of energy.  
If this is a representative sample of the 
folks within Eastern Federation clubs, 
your club must have energetic folks like 
this in it as well. 
 
 The Club Rockhound of the Year 
committee is here to encourage clubs 
to select one of their own members 
(or 2 members in case of a couple) and 
send their selection in to us so we may 
honor your outstanding member with-
in the pages of the EFMLS and AFMS 
newsletters.  It was clear from the re-
cent Federation convention that there 
is a great deal of talent out there.  We 
would like to encourage clubs to select 
one of your talented, energetic, vol-
unteering, and dedicated members to 
be your Club’s Rockhound of the Year.  
We know you have such members.  It 

There’s One in Every Bunch
by Ellery Borow, EFMLS Club Rockhound of Month

was made very clear from the caliber 
of folks attending the convention that 
such people exist and exist in great 
numbers. 
 
 Please let us hear from your club.  
There is, after all, one (or more) in ev-
ery bunch.
 
 The fine print: clubs may sub-
mit one members name per year 
(or 2 names in case of a couple) and 
one junior member to be their Club 
Rockhound of the Year.  Send us the 
name(s) of your honoree, club name, 
and a brief (80 words or less) write up 
of their accomplishments or credits 
along with the submitters name and we 
will do the rest.  Please note that any 
club member may make a submission. 
It need not be a ACROY committee se-
lection, or a club officer selection, or a 
board of director’s selection – any club 
member may make the selection.  My 
mailing address is under EFMLS Com-
mittee Chairs - Club Rockhound of the 
Year toward the back of this newslet-
ter. 
 
 Gee, what great people at the con-
vention!  Energetic, knowledgeable, 
helpful, interesting, engaging, thought-
ful, supportive and promoting of clubs, 
funny, conversant, friendly, dedicated, 
generous with their time, outgoing, 
sharing….wow!

Insurance News

 Watch your mailbox for the re-
newal information about our EFMLS 
liability and accident policies that 
your club can subscribe to.  The re-
newal window will be a short one...so 
once received, please act promptly.
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Eastern Federation
of Mineralogical and Lapidary Societies, Inc.

Affiliated with the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc.

Minutes
2012 Annual Meeting 
September 15, 2012

Radisson Penn-Harris Hotel 1150 Camp Hill Bypass, Camp Hill Pennsylvania 17011, USA 

1.  Eastern Federation of Mineralogical & Lapidary Societies, Inc. (EFMLS) President, J.R. Harris, called the meeting 
 to order at 7:03 PM.
2.  The attendees participated in the Pledge of Allegiance.
3.  President Harris began the Memorial Moment when he asked the attendees to name any of their members 
 who had passed since the last meeting.  He then read a list of other members who had passed since the last 
 meeting.  The group recognized their years of service to the hobby.
4.  President Harris provided greetings to the attendees and shared the excellent experience of the tour of 
 Elizabethtown College’s Master Mineral Gallery.  He thanked the host club, the Central Pennsylvania 
 Rock and Mineral Club, Inc. of Harrisburg, PA.
5.  R. J. Harris introduced Dave Brandon, President of the Central Pennsylvania Rock and Mineral Club, to 
 present the welcome from the host club.  Dave offered copies of the show poster to attendees to take 
 home to their clubs.  He told the membership that a trip to the local market was an excellent adventure, 
 especially the Amish baked goods and the BBQ.  He also suggested Mount Pleasant Mills for a local 
 collecting trip.
6.  President Harris introduced those sitting at the head table:
  a.  Steve Weinberger, Parliamentarian,
  b.  Cheryl Neary, 1st Vice President,
  c.  Hazel Remaley, 2nd Vice President and Region III Vice President,
  d.  Gerry Cox, Secretary, 
  e.  Lou Budell, Treasurer
  f.  Carolyn Weinberger, Editor,
  g.  Kathleen Collins, Region I Vice President,
  h.  Michael Kessler, Region II Vice President,

 President Harris also recognized Don Monroe, President-Elect of the American Federation of Mineralogical 
 Societies, Inc., our parent organization.
7.  Secretary, Gerry Cox, confirmed a quorum present:  9 Officers and 23 Clubs registered and were present at the 
 meeting as of 7:00 PM.1

8.  At the request of President Harris, Steve Weinberger, Parliamentarian, presented the Convention Procedures 
 as presented in the Convention Packet.  Ann Lynne Brown, Delaware Valley Earth Science Society, moved 
 acceptance of the Convention Procedures as printed.  Sheryl Sims, Northern Virginia Mineral Cub, seconded 
 the motion.  The vote was unanimous and the motion to adopt the Convention Procedures passed.
9.  President Harris called the members’ attention to the Agenda printed in the Convention Packet.  Sue Mac Innis 
 of Pennsylvania Earth Science Association moved adoption of the Agenda.  Michael Kessler, Region II Vice President, 
 proved the second.  Steve Weinberger directed the attendees to the table of contents that listed the officers and 
 committee reports covered under items 11 and 12.  He moved to amend the motion to include the items that appear
  in the Table of Contents into the agenda.  Secretary, Gerry Cox, seconded the motion.  The amendment passed 
 unanimously.  Then the amended motion carried without objection.

1  One additonal officer arrived before the end of the meeting.

1	 	One	additional	officer	arrived	before	the	end	of	the	meeting.
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2012 Annual Meeting Minutes
continued from page 5 

10.  President Harris called attention to the Minutes from the 2011 as printed in the Convention Packet.  
 Jeff Nagy, Gem, Lapidary, and Mineral Society of Montgomery County, moved approval of the  Minutes of the 2011   
 Annual Meeting.  Michael Kessler, Region II Vice President, seconded the motion.   The participants adopted
 the Minutes by unanimous vote.

11.  Officer Reports
 a.  President:  the report appears in the Convention Packet.  Highlights: We now have 110 active clubs with the 
  addition of the Finger Lakes Mineral Club.  Most club shows have been extremely well attended despite 
  current economic conditions.  Youth and general programs are flourishing at our public shows.  We 
  started the New Year with a slight issue with insurance, but quickly rebounded and got a new structure in place.
 b.  1st Vice President:  the report appears in the Convention Packet.  Highlights: I attended Wildacres in the spring, 
  the AFMS meeting in Minneapolis, Minnesota and the Syuracuse, NY annual Gem & Mineral Show. 
   I prepared the budget for the year.  EFLMS should increase participation in committees and awards by 
  our member clubs.  This will be a priority for next year.
 c.  2nd Vice President:  the report appears in the Convention Packet.  Hazel Remaley, called attention to the 
  new club that joined EFLMS during the year, the Finger Lakes Mineral Club. I also prepared the awards 
  for the “M” awards for the most increase in membership by individual clubs.
 d.  Secretary: the report is in the Convention Packet. Highlights: Preparation of Minutes, convention packet
   and organizing and reporting delegates for the convention.
 e.  Treasurer: The report is in the Convention Packet.  The final Treasurer’s report for the fiscal year cannot 
  be prepared until the end of the year.  What appears in the Convention Packet was the status at the time 
  submitted for the meeting.
 f. Editor:  The report is in the Packet. Highlights: Eleven issues of the EFMLS Newsletter have been published 
  since the last Annual Meeting in July, 2011.  Our webmaster, Dan Imel, continues to make our newsletters 
  available for download from our website and I’m always amazed (and grateful) that, despite a heavy 
  work schedule and involvement in his own clubs, he gets things on the website immediately.

 g.  Regional Vice Presidents:
  i.  Region I: the report is in the Convention Packet. Highlights:  Region I currently supports 27 clubs.  
   Concerns in this area are the aging of membership, difficulty attracting junior members and
    (for clubs hosting shows) attendance at their shows.
  ii.  Region II: the report is in the Convention Packet. Highlights: Most of the clubs have had shows 
   even though many dealers have reported slow attendance and sales.  I have attended at least four 
   shows this past year, and have provided at least three lectures, and a special performance for the 
   anniversary of the New York Mineralogical Club.
  iii.  Region III: the report is in the Convention Packet.  Highlights: Declining membership, lack of participation
    in offices and rising costs of putting on shows are just a few of the problems facing all clubs.  There 
   are many bright spots.  Our clubs are using the FRA programs and are increasing their youth membership. 
   Che-Hanna Rock & Mineral Club celebrated their 50th year anniversary.
  iv.  Region IV: the report appears as an appendix to the minutes.
  v.  Region V: the report is in the Convention Packet.  Highlights: An error in the website listing for 
   Region V clubs was fixed.
  vi.  Region VI: the report is in the Convention Packet.  Highlights:  The annual shows continue to be 
   successful, donations are given to science centers, colleges and universities, and the websites 
   are kept up to date with field trip reports/photos, posting of the current newsletters, Facebook 
   entries, and even YouTube videos
  vii.  Region VII: the report is in the Convention Packet.  Highlights:  Due to the closing of the national 
   forests in Georgia to group collecting and loss of collecting sites due to development many mineral 
   societies in the south rely on field trips through the Dixie Mineral Council (Southeast Federation).  
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  viii.  Region VIII: No report submitted.
 h.  Immediate Past President.  The report is in the Convention Packet.  Highlights:  I was available for any 
  assistance, and advice.  I also tried to be visible at several Rock and Gem shows, which was enjoyable.  

12.  Committee Reports
 a.  AFMS Endowment Fund:  the report appears in the Convention Packet.  Carolyn Weinberger reminded the 
  attendees to purchase raffle tickets for the AFMS endowment fund.  The proceeds are invested and the
   interest generated goes to good causes such as badges for juniors, videos and digital presentations and 
  other items that benefit member clubs. 
 b.  AFMS Scholarship Fund:  No report submitted.  The chair, Reivan Zeleznick, experienced some health 
  issues this year. 
 c.  AFMS Ways and Means: 
 d.  All American Award:  the report appears in the Convention Packet.  R.J. Harris announced that the EFMLS one 
  entry, the Northern Virginia Mineral Club, won the silver award at the AFMS level.
Cheryl Neary reported that the Endowment Fund auction will be at 2:00 PM in the dining room at the show rather than 
2:30 as announced in the show schedule.  
 e.  Audit: the report is in the Convention Packet.  Highlights:  All transactions within or between accounts 
  were traceable and verified by reference to monthly bank statements.  All checks between the first and last 
  numbers used were accounted for without gaps.
 f.  Boundaries: (See addendum to Minutes).
 g.  Budget & Finance: the proposed budget appears under new business.
 h.  Bulletin Editors Advisory: The report is in the Convention Packet.  Three AFMS trophy winners were from the 
  EFMLS out of the ten submitted.  The judges: 
   i.  Mini & Large Bulletins: Mary Bateman 
   ii.  Small Bulletins: Steve Weinberger
   iii.  New Editor: Carolyn Weinberger
   iv.  Original Educational Articles- Advanced & Non Advanced: Matt Charsky and Jeri Jones
   v.  Original Non-Technical Articles: Sandra Childers
   vi.  Written Feature Articles: Barbara Hadley and Gloria Manning
   vii.  Jr. Articles & Jr. Drawn Features: LaReene Heath
   viii.  Written Features, Poetry & Jr. Poetry: Betsy Oberheim
 i.  By-Laws: no changes suggested.
 j.  Club Rockhound of the Year:  The club submissions appear in the Convention Packet.  They are:  
  2011:
   John Fitez       American Fossil Federation
   Phyllis Fernald     Water-Oak Gem and Mineral Society

  2012:
   Lance Shope     Penobscot Mineral and Lapidary Society
   Marilyn May Cornish   Chesapeake Gem and Mineral Society
   Alan Pribula      Baltimore Mineral Society
   Richard and Eva Kupisz   Lapidary and Mineral Society of Central Connecticut
   David & Barbara Korzendorfer Bristol Gem and Mineral Club
   Wendell Mohr     Gem, Lapidary & Mineral Society of Montgomery County, MD
   Dominique M Joos de ter Beerst  The American Fossil Federation
   Joe Murter      Northern Virginia Mineral Club

2012 Annual Meeting Minutes
continued from page 6 
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2012 Annual Meeting Minutes
continued from page 7

 k.  Conservation & Legislation: Correction to the Convention Packet; Tony Donchak is the chairman.  No report.
 l.  Convention Advisory:  Matt Charsky reported that  next year’s host club will be the Long Island Mineral 
  & Geology Society and their show will run from June 1 -2, 2013.  We just confirmed that the 2014 show 
  will be co-hosted by the Philadelphia Mineralogical Society and the Delaware Valley Earth Science Society.  
  The meeting will be March 28, 2014 and the show will be March 29 and 30 at the Lulu Temple in Plymouth 
  Meeting, PA.
 m.  Directory: The report is in the Convention Packet.  Highlights:  The 2012 EFMLS Directory was mailed to 
  each EFMLS member club in early March.  Additions and corrections that have been received have been 
  published in the EFMLS Newsletter.  I hope that everyone has made the corrections / updates to their copy 
  of the Directory.  
 n.  Each One Teach One: the report appears in the Convention Packet.  The judges were:  Pamela Wingrod, 
  Sam Robison, Tom Ogden, Gay Richards and Jim Nicholas.  We received four nominees.
 o.  Eastern Foundation Fund: the report is in the Convention Packet.  Highlights: Only 5 contributions to the 
  Eastern Foundation Fund. Two of these contributions were credited to the same club, one the annual 
  contribution from the club and one an annual contribution from a couple who are club members.  Of the 
  three remaining gifts received, two donations represented regular annual club donations and one was
   a memorial contribution in memory of a deceased club member.   Cheryl Neary reported that the EFMLS 
  Endowment Fund auction will be at 2:00 PM in the dining room at the  show rather than 2:30 as announced 
  in the show schedule. 
 p.  Historian: no report.  
 q.  Insurance: the report appears in the addendum to the minutes.  Treasurer, Lou Budell, reminded clubs
   that the insurance premium payments are due the end of October.  Timely payment is critical or your club 
  may not be insured.  Lou reported that problems occurred when our long-term carrier, Ladd’s Agency, was 
  sold to Brown & Brown.  (See addendum for more details.
 r.  Junior Activities: no report.
 s.  Parliamentarian: nothing to report.
 t.  Safety:  the report is in the Convention Packet.  Highlights:  Safety Matters discussions appeared in the
   EFMLS News as well as refresher references to excellent articles written by recent past EFMLS safety
   committee chairs Jim Doran and Bill Klose.  I wish to extend my thanks to both chairpersons for their 
  excellent contributions to the important matters of safety.
 u.  Show Coordinator: the report is in the Convention Packet.  After the Convention Packet was printed, the 
  2014 Convention co-hosts, the Philadelphia Mineralogical Society and the Delaware Valley Earth Science 
  Society will hold their show in conjunction with the EFLMS annual meeting on March 20-30 at the Lulu 
  Temple in Plymouth Meeting, PA.
 v.  Slide & Video Librarian: the report is in the Convention Packet. Highlights:  One of the major projects begun 
  by the Librarian this year is the conversion of the older 35mm slide sets to jpeg format scans.  Slide Sets 
  completed to date include: 99, 104, 105, and 107. Several others are in various stages of completion. 
 w.  Supplies: Supplies are available during and immediately following the meeting, but can always be ordered
   from the Supplies Chair.  The report is in the Convention Packet.  Highlights:  This year 41 clubs ordered 
  membership cards.  In response to those requests, we have sent out over 4,000 cards to those clubs.
 x.  Uniform Rules: the report is in the Convention Packet.  Highlights: In 2011, we added Flint Knapping to the
   Lapidary Category and in Education; we eliminated the “Originality of Approach” as a criteria.  Those points
   were added to “Educational Value.”
 y.  Ways and Means: the report is in the Convention Packet. Highlights:  Support the 50/50 raffle this evening 
  at the banquet.  The funds go toward the principal of the Eastern Foundation Fund.
 z.  Webmaster:  the report is in the Convention Packet.  Highlights:  The EFMLS website this year is, once again,
   is in the “mature system” status.  
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2012 Annual Meeting Minutes
continued from page 8 

 aa,  Wildacres Workshop Committee: the report is in the Convention Packet.
 bb,  Nominating Committee: the report is in the Convention Packet.  The slate appears in the convention 
  Packet and elections held under New Business.

13.  Unfinished Business.
 a.  No unfinished business.

14.  New Business
 a.  Election of Officers:  The following candidates were presented by the Nominations Committee:
  i.  President: Cheryl Neary
  ii.  1st Vice President: Hazel Remaley
  iii.  2nd Vice President: Merrill Dickinson
  iv.  Secretary: Gerry Cox
  v.  Assistant Treasurer: Michael
  vi.  Nominating Committee: Bob Livingston (3-year term)
  vii.  Nominating Committee: Pam Bryant (3-year term)

  Treasurer: Lou Budell  and Editor Carolyn Weinberger were elected last year and have one year remaining 
  on their two year term.

 President Harris asked for any nominations from the floor.  Hearing none, he entertained a motion by Michael 
 Kessler, Region II Vice President, and seconded by Cynthia Payne, Mineralogical Society of the District of Columbia 
 to elect the slate as presented.  The vote was unanimous.  

 b.  Budget:  Cheryl Neary presented a proposed budget and made several corrections to the budget distributed.  
 The result was a projected budget that will run a deficit of $400.  Carolyn Weinberger, Editor moved that the budget, 
 as corrected, be accepted.  Ed Matson of the Stamford Mineralogical Society seconded the motion.  Motion 
 carried without dissent.

15.  Announcements:
 a.  Cheryl Neary distributed a convention packet for the Long Island show and chocolate lighthouses to the 
  delegates attending the meeting.  The group will have a field trip to Fire Island on Friday and will explore 
  the geology of New York City.
  b.  The field trip at this convention will depart the upper parking lot (on the other side of the convention hall) at
  9:00 AM.  The trip to Mount Pleasant Hills is about an hour north of the hotel on Route 15.  It is an active quarry.
 c.  R.J. Harris told the attendees that the Mapquest directions to the show on Saturday and Sunday that were
   distributed had an error and provided the correction to turn at the second left after crossing the bridge, not 
  the first as indicated on the map.
 d.  R.J. Harris, President, announced a hospitality suite following the meeting in room 3504, and it was open 
  to all at the EFLMS meeting.
 
16.  The meeting adjourned at 7:50 PM.

         Respectfully submitted,

         Gerry Cox,
         Secretary
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Appendix:

EFMLS Insurance Coordination Committee Report 2011-2012 Policy Year
 I am not going to try to fully recap the issues and trials of the 2011-2012 EFMLS insurance renewals.  A huge thank you 
to EFMLS Treasurer, Lou Budell, who with nearly zero warning, picked up the process of collecting club insurance enroll-
ment forms and premium payments.

 The problems started when our long time insurance agency, Ladd’s Agency, was sold to Brown & Brown, and culminat-
ed in the unexpected closing of Ladd’s Agency in fall 2011, right in the middle or our renewal.  Simultaneously, and without 
warning or notice to EFMLS, Brown & Brown decided it could not continue managing the enrollment of clubs and collection 
of premiums for the EFMLS insurance programs.  This decision led them to also conclude, again without telling us, that they 
would no longer be allowed to represent EFMLS.  We worked the agency representation out, but at the last minute EFMLS 
had to write-up and send notices to all clubs, create a payment process to collect enrollments and premiums via the EFMLS 
treasurer, and then make the payments for the insurances.
Although they had initially stopped working on our renewal at the request of Brown & Brown, our incumbent insurer, Bur-
lington Insurance Company, got the renewal quickly back on track once these issues were identified and resolved.  They 
again offered to renew at expiring terms and conditions, at a 2.3% increased rate of $3.196 per club member.  The mar-
ketplace for liability insurance programs like ours is very small, and we hope to continue to build a long-term relationship 
with Burlington.

 The 2011-2012 EFMLS accident insurance renewal once again renewed at a rate of $2.40 per member with Nationwide 
Insurance Company.

 As reminder, EFMLS must continue to manage club enrollment and premium collection.  Brown & Brown will not do these 
things.  Brown & Brown does continue to handle all requests for certificates of insurance, and other technical inquiries.

     Respectfully submitted: Carl Miller, Chairman, Insurance Coordination Committee

EFMLS Boundaries Committee Report 2012
 There were a few routine inquiries about boundaries in 2012; otherwise it has been a quiet year for this committee, 
thus far.  We have had a small amount of further correspondence with the Southeastern Federation of Mineral Society 
(SFMS) about some of their intra-federation policies that we feel are detrimental to club members of other federations.  
However, we have not had any success in changing their position.

 SFMS continues to block all non-SFMS clubs (e.g. EFMLS, etc.) clubs from participating in field trip events affiliated in 
any way with SFMS and their field trip arm, the Dixie Mineral Consortium (DMC).  This has the effect that non-SFMS clubs 
in nearby states must either join SFMS or be excluded from some of the best collecting areas in the region.  EFMLS has 
requested that SFMS ceased this exclusionary policy on numerous occasions in the past few years, to no avail.
In these tough economic times, when mineral and gem clubs are struggling to keep members and survive financially, it 
seems a punitive action against clubs for SFMS to make them either belong to both SFMS and their home Federation, or go 
without access to such field trips.  The purpose of the Federations should be to be the most helpful and least burdensome 
to all clubs, not to artificially increase federation membership.

 EFMLS has had three of its member clubs join SFMS for this reason in just the past few years.  These clubs hold and pay 
for dual federation membership in both EFMLS and SFMS in order to be able to have access to these field trip locations.

     Respectfully submitted: Carl Miller, EFMLS Representative, AFMS Boundaries Committee

2012 Annual Meeting Minutes
continued from page 9
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EFMLS Region IV Report 2012
 Region IV has had a good year thus far in 2012.  Most clubs have had active years with a lot of great programs, field 
trips, and other activities.  Field trip counts are down, but are still occurring regularly with many clubs.  There is a small flow 
of general EFMLS related questions from clubs and members, but very few significant issues.
We once again had our signature Region IV Picnic & Swap.  It was held on Saturday, August 25, and co-hosted by the 
Southern Maryland Rock and Mineral Club.  It was held at a new location this year, Gilbert Run Park, Charlotte Hall, MD.  A 
great time was had by all!  A BIG thank you goes out to all the great work done by Dave Lines and the volunteers from the 
Southern Maryland club, as well as the volunteers from other clubs that participated.
We have a potential new club in Region IV.  We are waiting for application data.

           Respectfully submitted: Carl Miller, EFMLS Region IV Vice President

Clubs Officially Represented at the 2012 Meeting

 
Club/Society Director or Alternate Delegate or Alternate
Baltimore Mineral Society Steve Weinberger Carolyn Weinberger
Central Pennsylvania Rock & Mineral Club David Brandon Maxine Nicholas
Che-Hanna Rock & Mineral Club Robert McGuire JoAnn McGuire
Chesapeake Gem & Mineral Society Steve Weinberger Carolyn Weinberger
Delaware Valley Earth Science Society Ann Lynne Benson Lorraine Campbell
Gem & Mineral Society of Syracuse Richard K. Lyons
Gem Cutters Guild of Baltimore Steve Weinberger Carolyn Weinberger
Gem, Lapidary & Mineral Society of Montgomery County, MD Andy B. Celmer Jeffrey Nagy
Mineralogical Society of the District of Columbia Cynthia Payne
New York Southern Tier Geology Club John Milligan
Nittany Mineralogical Society David C. Glick Ed Echler
Northern  Virginia Mineral Club Rick Reiber Sheryl Sims
Ohio Valley Gem & Mineral Society Patrick Rine Beverly Rine
Pennsylvania Earth Science Association Sue MacInnis
Stamford Mineralogical Society Nancy Matson Edward Mattson
Water-Oak Gem & Mineral Society Ellery Borow

Board members present:  R.J. Harris, Cheryl Neary, Hazel Remaley, Gerry Cox, Lou Budell, Carolyn Weinberger, Katie Col-
lins, Michael Kessler, Carl Miller (arrived just at adjournment).

Committee members present: Ellery Borow, Matt Charsky, Tony Donchak, Bev Eisenacher, Carl Miller (arrived at adjourn-
ment), Suzie Milligan, Cheryl Neary, Hazel Remaley, Fran Sick, Barbara Sky, Carolyn Weinberger, Steve Weinberger.
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continued from page 10



Communication and Involvement Are the Keys to Our Success!EFMLS News --November, 2012   12

 I will respect both private and public property and will do no collecting on 
privately owned land without the owner’s permission.
 
 I will keep informed on all laws, regulations of rules governing collecting on 
public lands and will observe them.
 
 I will to the best of my ability, ascertain the boundary lines of property on 
which I plan to collect.
 
 I will use no firearms or blasting material in collecting areas.
 
 I will cause no willful damage to property of any kind - fences, signs, buildings.
 
 I will leave all gates as found.
 
 I will build fires in designated or safe places only and will be certain they are 
completely extinguished before leaving the area.
 
 I will discard no burning material - matches, cigarettes, etc.
 
 I will fill all excavation holes which may be dangerous to livestock.
 
 I will not contaminate wells, creeks or other water supply.
 
 I will cause no willful damage to collecting material and will take home only 
what I can reasonably use.
 
 I will practice conservation and undertake to utilize fully and well the mate-
rials I have collected and will recycle my surplus for the pleasure and benefit 
of others.
 
 I will support the rockhound project H.E.L.P. (Help Eliminate Litter Please) and 
Will leave all collecting areas devoid of litter, regardless of how found.
 
 I  will cooperate with field trip leaders and those in designated authority in 
all collecting areas.
 
 I will report to my club or Federation officers, Bureau of Land management 
or other authorities, any deposit of petrified wood or other materials on public 
lands which should be protected for the enjoyment of future generations for 
public educational and scientific purposes.
 
 I will appreciate and protect our heritage of natural resources.
 
 I will observe the “Golden Rule”, will use “Good Outdoor Manners” and will 
at all times conduct myself in a manner which will add to the stature and 
Public “image” of rockhounds everywhere.

AFMS Code of Ethics Are you a Member?
from Ye Olde Editor

 There’s lots of legislation being in-
troduced that may 
have a bearing on 
your ability and that 
of your fellow club 
member to collect 
on state and national 

lands.  The American Lands Access Asso-
ciation is an easy way for you to a) keep 
informed of what’s on the horizon, and 
b) learn how you as a citizen can have 
input in this proposed legislation.  When 
the A.L.A.A. contacts various legislators 
or departments in reference to pend-
ing legislation, a bigger impression can 
be made by being able to say “we have 
1,000 members or 2,000 members etc.  

 Joining A.L.A.A. is as simple as 
writing a check.  Dues are $25 for an 
individual and $50 per year for a club.  
An application can be found on the 
A.L.A.A. website <www.amlands.org/ 
.  While there you can also access the 
latest newsletter, get news on the lat-
est legislation and more.

 Do consider joining and adding 
your voice(s) to the group.

 If you’re a club editor, you should 
also consider becoming a member 
of  S.C.R.I.B.E, 
the Special 
Congress Rep-
resenting In-
formed Bul-
letin Editors.  
Dues are a mere $6 per year and for 
that you receive four issues of the 
S.C.R.I.B.E. Newsletter plus a DVD 
crammed with reprintable articles, 
clip art etc. that can easily be used 
in your own club bulletin.  Visit the 
S.C.R.I.B.E. website <scribe.rbnet.
net/> for more information and to 
download a membership application.
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AFMS Endowment Fund *
 Carolyn Weinberger
  (See Editor, page 2)

AFMS Scholarship Foundation *
 To be appointed

AFMS Ways & Means *  - To be appointed

  
All American Award *
 To be appointed

Auction 
 Cheryl Neary (see page 2)

Audit
 Donald Pitkin
 <pitkind  at  earthlink.net>

Boundaries *
	 Not	yet	confirmed

Budget & Finance
 Hazel Remaley   (see page 2)

Bulletin Editors Advisory *
 Susan Ciervo Boyle
 <sboyle  at  wrightrisk..com>

Bylaws / Parliamentarian
 Steve Weinberger
 <cscrystals2  at  gmail.com>

Club Rockhound of the Year *
 Ellery Borow
 207-547-3154

Conservation & Legislation *
 Toni Donchak 
 <adonchak  at  panetwork.com>

Convention Advisory
 Matt Charsky
 <Charsky.Matthew  at  epa.gov>

Directory
 Carolyn Weinberger -  (see Editor)

Each One Teach One
 Betsy Oberheim
 <Aoberheim3  at  comcast.net>

Eastern Foundation Fund
 Fran Sick
 <ednfran  at  epix.net>

 
Historian
 Kerry Ann Hilliard
 <kprincess1203  at  aol.com>

Insurance Coordinator
	 Not	yet	confirmed

Junior Activities *
 Darryl Powell
 <diamonddan  at  rochester.rr.com> 

Operating Procedures 
 Steve Weinberger   (see Bylaws)

Safety * 
 Ellery Borow - (see Club Rockhound)

Show Coordinator
 Matt Charsky
  (See Convention Advisory)

Slide & Video Librarian *
 Ken Tudor
  <ktudor  at  yahoo.com>

Supplies
 Suzie  Milligan
 <smilligan  at  stny.rr.com>

Uniform Rules
 Barbara Sky
 <bskysky  at  aol.com>

Ways & Means (EFMLS) 
 Cheryl Neary (see page 2)

Webmaster
 Dan Imel
 <lapidry  at  aol.com>

Wildacres Workshop Committee
 Steve Weinberger, Chair 
  (see Bylaws)

 Gerry Cox
 <gerryannec  at  verizon.net>

 Al DeMilo
 <abdemilo  at  verizon.net>
 

 Jim Doran 
 <jpdoran  at  verizon.net>

 Bruce Gaber
 <sun  at  visionrising.com>

 Valerie Johnson
 <moon  at  copper.net>

 John Milligan
 <jmilligan  at  stny.rr.com>

 Director
 Fran Sick
  (See Eastern Foundation Fund) 
 
  
 Registrar
 Pamm Bryant
 <pjbryant6  at  juno.com>
 

 

Nominating (Elected committee)
 Pamm Bryant 
  (see Wildacres Registrar)

 Matt Charsky
  (see  Convention Advisory) 

 
 Jim Doran (see Wildacres)

 RJ Harris  (Temporary chair) 
 <roqfreq  at  rjharris.com>

 Bob Livingston
 <gemguy  at  verizon.net>

 Wayne Sukow
 <d8olite  at  fastmail.fm>
 

 Loren Patterson
 <lorenpatterson  at  gmss.us>

 
  
 
  

EFMLS Committee Chairs

Regional  Vice Presidents

Region I
 Kathleen Collins
 <k@hleenc55  at  cox.net>

Region II
 Michael Kessler
 <quartz7228 at aol.com>

Region III
 Hazel Remaley
 <northridge5  at  verizon.net>

Region IV
 Carl Miller
 <kobold1  at  erols.com>

Region V
 Judy Budnik
 <wisoh  at  msn.com>

Region VI
 Barbara Fenstermacher
 <bfenster2  at  bellsouth.net>

 

Region VII
 Kim Cochran
 770-979-8331

 
Region VIII
 Michelle Renné
 <pgrm4  at  aol.com>

*Also Eastern Representative 
to American Federation Committee
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EFMLS News
 Carolyn Weinberger, Editor
 PO Box 302
 Glyndon, MD 21071-0302

Visit the EFMLS Website
<www.amfed.org/efmls>

Visit A Show
from Matt Charsky

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit #189

Owings Mills, MD 21117

If you are an EFMLS member club and 
would like to have your show or swap listed 
here, send information to Matt Charsky, 
EFMLS Show Coordinator at 2430 N 
Glebe Rd; Arlington, VA 22207 or e-mail 
at <Charsky.Matthew@epa.gov>.

October:
 20-21:  43rd Annual Rochester 
Gem, Mineral, Jewelry & Fossil Show 
sponsored by the Rochester Academy 
of Science Mineral Section and Roch-
ester Lapidary Society. Monroe Coun-
ty Fair & Expo Center; Henrietta, NY.

 20-21:  39th Annual Jewelry, Gem, 
Mineral & Fossil Show sponsored by 
the Kanawha Rock & Gem Club.  So. 
Charleston Community Center, So. 
Charleston, WV.

 27-28:  Hot Rocks Show spon-
sored by the Rhode Island Mineral 
Hunters.  Community College of RI, 
Knight Campus, Warwick, RI.

 27:  South Penn Rock Swap spon-
sored by the Central PA Rock & Mineral 
Club and Franklin Co. Rock & Mineral 
Club.  South Mountain Fairgrounds, 
615 Narrows Rd; Biglerville, PA.

 27:  “Ultraviolation” Fluorescent 
Mineral Show sponsored by the Rock 
& Mineral Club of Lower Bucks Coun-
ty.  First United Methodist Church, 
840 Trenton Rd; Fairless Hills, PA.

November:
 3 – 4:  8th Annual Rock & Gem 
Show sponsored by the Penobscot 
Mineral & Lapidary Club.  Brewer Au-
ditorium, Brewer, ME.

 10:  21st Annual Rock Swap spon-
sored by the Richmond Gem & Mineral 
Society.  Ridge Baptist Church Meeting 
Hall, 15 E. Ridge Rd; Richmond, VA.

 17-18:  37th Annual Show spon-
sored by the Worcester Mineral Club.  
National Guard Armory, 701 Lincoln 
St; Worcester, MA.

 17-18:  46th Annual Gem, Jewelry, 
Mineral & Fossil Show sponsored by 
the Gem & Mineral Society of the 
Palm Beaches.  Expo Center East at 
the So. Florida Fairgrounds, West 
Palm Beach, FL.

 17-18:  21st Annual Gem, Min-
eral & Fossil Show sponsored by 
the Northern Virginia Mineral Club.  
George Mason University, Rte 123 & 
Braddock Rd; Fairfax, VA.

March:
 2 – 3:  50th Annual Earth Science 
Gem & Mineral Show sponsored by 
the Delaware Mineralogical Society.  
Delaware Technical & Community 
College, Newark, DE.

 8-10:  25th Annual Aiken-Augusta 
Gem, Mineral & Fossil Show spon-
sored by the Aiken Gem, Mineral & 
Fossil Society and Augusta Gem & 
Mineral Society.  Julian Smith Casino, 
Augusta, GA.

June:

 2-3:  63rd EFMLS Conven-
tion & Show hosted by the Island 
Rockhounds and Suffolk Gem & 
Mineral Club.Plainview, NY.
EFMLS Meeting; Friday, May 31.


