ProroseD CHANGES TO THE ByLaws

Information for members of the Eastern Federation of Mineralogical & Lapidary Societies

by Steve Weinberger, Bylaws Committee Chair and Cathy Patterson, Secretary

EFMLS Bylaws

Article XVI: Amendments

Section 1: 0Any Article or provision
hereof may be amended by a two-thirds
afprmative vote at any properly called
meeting of the Board of Directors, pro-
vided that each member of the Board
of Directors shall have been notiped, by
the Secretary, of the proposed change at
least sixty days prior to such meetingd

There will be several amendments
to the EFMLS bylaws on the agenda
for the annual meeting in Jackson,
MS on Friday, February 22.

Proposed Increase in Dues

Currently dues in the Eastern
Federation are $1.25 per member.
Of this, $0.50 is automatically for-
warded to the American Federation
(AFMS) and the remaining $0.75 is
retained by EFMLS and is used to run
its various programs.

It is evident that the American
Federation (AFMS) will be looking to in-
crease its dues by $0.25 per individual
club member beginning with the 2008-
2009 pscal year. This would bring the
dues each regional federation must pay
AFMS to $0.75 per member. The last
time this occurred (in 1993), EFMLS in-
creased its dues the additional quarter
just as a pass-through to AFMS. East-
ern has not raised itis usable portion of
the dues since 1990.

Like AFMS, the Eastern Federa-
tion too is facing rising expenses. In
order to balance our budget for this
year, the Directors voted to reduce
allotments to some programs. Even

with this, it was extremely difpcult
to come up with a balanced budget.
Costs have been rising over the years
with the largest increases seen in
newsletter printing, reimbursements
to ofpcers and committee members
for expenses and of course postage.

To offset these increases, the
EFMLS Ofpcers have suggested an
increase in dues of $0.25 per mem-
ber. This would give EFMLS a dues
structure of $1.00 plus Americanis
$0.75 for a total of $1.75 per vot-
ing club member - a net increase of
$0.50 per voting member.

Since the dues structure is speci-
ped in the bylaws, making a change
will require us to amend the Bylaws at
the annual meeting.

Nominating Committee Deadlines

The bylaws currently specify that
the nominating committee must com-
plete its work 6 months prior to the
annual meeting. This is not always pos-
sible, especially when two conventions
are very close together. This proposal
changes the 6 month requirement from
the Bylaws to a more reasonable one.

Eastern Foundation Fund

Interest from the principal in the
Fund may be used for special projects
designated by the executive board.
In the past, weive always oguessedo at
the amount of interest to be earned
during the coming pscal year. The
committee is recommending that
potential interest expenditures be
limited to that actually earned during
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the previous year so that an exact
amount can be determined.

Afbliations

This is a minor change in wording.
Currently the bylaws indicate that
EFMLS is ¢afpliatedé with the AFMS.
This is not true - the EFMLS is one
of seven omembersé of AFMS and the
bylaws should reyect that.

The complete bylaws proposals
are on page 5. The committee recom-
mends the adoption of them all.
















































ReGIONAL VICE PRESIDENTS

Region 1
Kathleen Collins
<kathleenc55@cox.net>

Region 11
Michael Kessler
<quartz7228@aol.com>

Region 111
Hazel Remaley
<northridge@infoblvd.net>

Region 1V
Dee Tinsley
<yydeetin@gmail.com>

EFMLS CommiTTeE CHAIRPERSONS

AFMS Endowment Fund *
Joy Bourne
<csprings@epix.net>

AFMS Scholarship Foundation *
Bob Livingston
<gemguy@verizon.net>

AFMS Ways & Means *
To be appointed

All American Award *
Pat Pitkin
<pitkind@earthlink.net>

Auction
Bruce Gaber
<bg@his.com>

Audit
Donald Pitkin
<pitkind@earthlink.net>

Boundaries *
Carl Miller
<koboldl@erols.com>

Budget & Finance
Mary Bateman
<see page 2)

Bulletin Editors Advisory *
Natalie Darling
<gmsleditor@adelphia.net>

Bylaws
Steve Weinberger
<cscrystals2@verizon.net>

Club Rockhound of the Year *
Cathy Gaber
<bg@his.com>

Conservation & Legislation *
Clyf Bourne
<csprings@epix.net>

Convention Advisory
Matt Charsky
<Charsky.Matthew@epa.gov>

Directory
Carolyn Weinberger (see Editor)

Each One Teach One
Hazel Remaley
<northridge2@earthlink.net>

Eastern Foundation Fund
To be appointed

Education 0 All American *
Pat Pitkin
<thornyoldrose@gmail.com>

Historian
Susanna Maclnnis
<sumacndeb@aol.com>

Insurance Coordinator
Carl Miller
<koboldl@erols.com>

Junior Activities *
Betsy Oberheim
<aoberheim3@comcast.net>

Operating Procedures
Steve Weinberger
<cscrystals2@verizon.net>

Parliamentarian
Steve Weinberger (see Bylaws)

Safety *
Jim Doram
<jpdoran@comcast.net>

Region V
Judy Budnik
<wisoh@msn.com>

Region VI
Doub Dover
<ddover@carolina.rr.com>

Show Coordinator
Matt Charsky
(See Convention Advisory)

Slide & Video Librarian *
Ken Tudor
<kentudor@yahoo.com>

Supplies
Merrill Dickinson
<medsearchnorth@comcast.net>

Uniform Rules
Susanna Maclnnis
<sumacndeb@aol.com>

Ways & Means
To be appointed

Webmaster
Dan Imel
<lapidry@aol.com>

Wildacres Workshop Functioning Committee
Steve Weinberger, Chair
<cscrystals2@verizon.net>

B. J. Bowman
<bjb@wildblue.net>
Jim Doram

<jpdoran@comcast.net>

Bill Klose
<seagoatc@epix.net>

Karen Lewis
703-243-5823

Carl Miller
<kobold1@erols.com>

Fran Sick
<ednfran@epix.net>

Region VI1
Betty James
<mineralid@jam.rr.com>

Region VII1
Barbara Ringhiser
<bar5678@aol.com>

Wildacres - Continued
Director
Wayne Sukow
<d8olite@fastmail. fm>

Registrar
Barbara Edge
<barbara.edge@gmail.com>

Nominating (Elected committee)
Reivan Zeleznik, Chair

<rzlapidary@yahoo.com

Esther Dunn
334-774-2172

Barbara Fenstermacher
<bfenster2@bellsouth.net>

Cathy Gaber
<bg@his.com>

K.C. Foster
<katrinkaper@hotmail.com>

Sue Maclnnnis
<sumacndeb@aol.com>

Fran Sick
<ednfran@epix.net>

CoMMUNICATION AND INVOLVEMENT ARE THE KEevs 10 Our Success!
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