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Information for members of the Eastern Federation of Mineralogical & Lapidary Societies

by Andrea Kords, Show Chair

By now your club should have its
show packets. If you donit, send me
an e-mail today (<akords@computer-
connection.net>) or you are going to
miss the most fun Federation conven-
tion ever!

Hereis whatis in place since our
last newsletter. | already mentioned
that we have will lampwork bead dem-
onstrations the whole weekend and
given by Nancy Johncox. 1 thought
you might want to check out her web
site to see what great work she does.
Check Nancy out at <www.nanceonpre
beads.com>.

live just lined up a great presen-
tation on minerals of the Walworth
and Penpeld  Dolomite Quarries
which will be given by Chuck Hiler.
Now an adult, Chuck has been col-
lecting in those quarries since he was
just a kid and he is going to show you
the amazing Yyuorites, sphalerites,
calcites, selenites and other minerals
of the from these locations. 1 assure
you that this will be a treat.

IT you love collecting, you might
want to plan and stay a week longer

since the annual EFTA Fluorite Fan-
tasy weekend
just  happens
to be the
weekend after
our show. The
quarry is now
only open once
a year so this is an exceptional oppor-
tunity. There are lots of things to do
during the week in Wayne County and
the surrounding Finger Lakes area, so
you wonit be bored.

One of the exciting things you
can do during the week is rent a live-
aboard canal boat. You can rent one
of these boats and spend the week
going up and down the historic Erie
Canal which runs right through New-
ark. The fall foliage is usually at itis
peak during our show, so this would
really give you a chance to enjoy it to
the max. I you like to psh, you could
do that too! Sure sounds like fun to
me.

Our Club members have arranged
a collecting trip for Sunday after the
Editors Breakfast. Our club member
Ken Rowe is heading up a trip to the
Syracuse area for selenite crystals,
fossils and some other great miner-
als. Itis free and will be a great trip.
Be sure to bring your collecting
gear.

From 11 to 1 on Sunday, we will
have antique cars at the show and
just down the road from the show
The Apple shed is having an apple
tasting tour.
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I hope we have teased you enough
to pll out that paperwork and attend
the 2007. We have sooo000 much to
offer you in Wayne County and at the
convention. It will good for you and your
club to support the Federation and get
involved in the hobby we all so enjoy.

Iim looking forward to seeing you
in October!

[More information can be found on
the EFMLS website <swww.amfed.org/
efmls>, Click on EFMLS Convention.]
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ConsTituTions, ByLaws AND OTHER Pesky LiTTLE RuLES
by Fran Sick, EFMLS President

I have heard, from time to time, statements that 6Our club has too many
rules,6 or 0This is supposed to be a hobby. Why do we have all these rules?6
or 0Rules are meant to be broken.6 I have also
been told occasionally that club members have
never seen a copy of their constitution and
bylaws, that they donit always follow them or
that they are too out of date.

Every organized group, whatever their pur-
pose, is (or should be) governed by specipc
rules of operation. This is true for every East-
ern Federation club and for the Federation it-
self. Our constitutions, bylaws, standing rules
and operating procedures ensure uniformity
and continuity in the operation of the organi-
zation and make us stronger. They help to guarantee fair and equal treat-
ment of members and consistency in government when ofpcers change or
disputes arise. But only if those guidelines really reyect the current needs
of the club and all of the members know and follow them.

Contrary to the often heard adage, rules are not meant to be broken.
They are meant to be changed as the needs of the club change and evolve,
but never ignored or broken. If you pnd your club has not been able to con-
form to your current governing documents, maybe it is time to update them
to reyect your needs and goals in the twenty-prst century. I know some
clubs regularly update their constitution, by laws and other rules - others
not so often. But either way this does not have to be a monumental task. All
it takes is committee of a few willing members who are familiar the current
operation and needs of your club, what works and what does not. It prob-
ably will not take them more than a few hours to review the present rules
and propose needed changes. Add some coffee and shacks and make it a fun
afternoon get together. And when itis all done everyone will be more com-
fortable with how the club is managed.

Equally important, every member of the club should have their own copy of
the constitution, bylaws, standing rules, operating procedures or other governing
documents. IT they do not they cannot be expected to follow them. Knowing and
following our own rules makes every club experience a better one and helps to
avoid problems and disputes, which in turn makes it easier to enjoy our hobby and
gives us all more time to have fun collecting rocks, attending shows and conven-
tion and getting together for other fun activities.

Have a wonderful summer and stay safe.

Fran

WeLcome 1o A New CLus
MINERAL MINDS
YOU CAN FIND INFORMATION ABOUT THEM ON PAGE 8
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More NEAT STUrr!
by Janie Hand, Ways & Means Chair

The donations are all in and the
tickets have been sent out. If you
have not received yours yet, you will
have them soon. 1 have sent twenty
tickets to a contact person in each
society in the Eastern Federation,
unless more have been requested.

Please try to sell as many as
possible. Return the plled in side of
the ticket and the money to me by
September 20th, so your tickets will
be included when we have our draw-
ing at the Awards Banquet at the
Convention in October. Prizes for
the winners will be distributed at the
banquet, or if that is not possible, will
be mailed to you. You need not be
present to win!

I hope each of you will do your
best to make this a great fund-rais-
ing event for the Eastern Foundation
Fund. If anyone needs more tickets,
please let me know.

In the meantime, here are the
last four prizes that you could own...if
you have the winning ticket. All were
donated by Michael Kessler and rock-
hounds in Region 11.

Two separate calcite specimens
from Edgemont, South Dakota.

A Note 1o EFMLS Orricers AND CoMMITTEE CHAIRS
from Fran Sick, President

This will be the last issue of the EFMLS Newsletter until September.
However, the business of the Federation continues. During the summer months
there is much to be done to prepare for the 2007 convention in October. Finan-
cial reports and budgets for 2008 are due by August 6, annual reports will need
to be done by early September, convention reservations must be made by Sep-
tember 5, judging for some committees must be completed and award plaques
and certipcates will need to be prepared, hopefully in time to have the bills for
submission with pnancial reports by August 6.

In November I sent a copy of the appropriate operating procedures to all
new ofpcers and to all committee chairs. 1T you have not yet reviewed your copy
please take the time to do so now. The procedures for each position have specipc
information about reports needed, due dates and details about other require-
ments for each respective ofpce or committee. If you need a replacement copy
please let me know and I will be happy to provide one.

In the next month or so you may receive reminders about reports and
budgets due, but whether or not you do receive reminders please read your
operating procedures carefully and be sure all requested reports are sub-
mitted to the appropriate ofpcer or committee timely. 1T you have questions
please feel free to ask for claripcation. Your input is important. Thanks for
your cooperation and for all you do for the Federation.

showing a wonderful crystal.

Two cabochons, locality unknown.

email me at <fossilpnder2@aol.com>.

forward to hearing from you.

WedRe Orr!

And pnally, a tie-dyed T-shirt

TE

/]

THE NEXT EFMLS
NEWSLETTER
IS THE SEPTEMBER ISSUE

HAVE A SAFE AND WONDERFUL
SUMMER

IT you need to contact me, feel
free to call me at 601-825-3989 or

Thank you so much. I will look

CoMMUNICATION AND INVOLVEMENT ARE THE KEeYs To Our Success!
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ScHoLARSHIP FounpaTioN NEws
from Bob Livingston, EFMLS Coordinator

live found an error in the giving
percentage listed in the Directory
for the Southern
Maryland  Rock
and Mineral Club.
They have donat-
ed at the 700%
level. Congratu-
lations to them.

o

'f' ! :'I, Just as a re-
minder, all monies donated to the
AFMS Scholarship Foundation is in-
vested. Itis the interest from these
investments thatis used to fund the
scholarships given to graduate Earth
Science students each year. Cur-
rently the Foundation awards twelve
separate grants of $2,000 each to
students selected by their college
or university with the assistance of
the Honorary Scholarship Recipient.
Students receive these grants for two
years making their scholarship worth
$4,000. With the cost of tuition, books
and lodging increasing rapidly, these
supplements can and do help.

Each time your club sends $1 for
each member on your current roster,
you are given credit for another
0100% of givingd. Thus, the Southern
Maryland Club for example, has do-
nated $1 for each of their members
seven times! You can check the list
of donations in the current EFMLS
Directory on page 38. If your club
is not listed there, why not consider
making a donation this year either as
aclub project or as a direct contribu-
tion from a member in recognition of
a notable event in the club history or
memorial for someone who has died.

All checks should be made payable
to AFMS Scholarship Fund and mailed
to me (see page ). Contributions by
your club are cumulative, thus multiple
contributions are credited towards the
next giving percentage.

AFMS CLus RockHounD OF THE YEAR

from Cathy Gaber, AFMS Chair

We would like to honor Thomas Tucker as the 2007
AFMS Club Rockhound of the Year for the Microminer-
alogists of the National Capital Area. Tom joined MNCA |, .
in 1996 and has always been a generous contributor of | X\‘;@’%\ %
mineral specimens, especially to the clubis annual micro A
conference. We always looked forward to the many boxes
of minerals from Montana. Tom has been the enthusiastic

‘ WICROmEERALONITY
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president of MNCA for the last four years. He encourages participation in club
meetings and conducts lively mini auctions. Besides the presidentis message, Tom
writes informative articles for the Mineral Mite and other club newsletters and
encourages members and non members to write articles for the club newsletter.
He leads an occasional club peld trip: wire pyrite from Sugar Grove, West Vir-
ginia comes to mind. Tending the booth for MNCA at many club shows is always
a job he enjoys, demonstrating with the microscope and setting up a display case
for the club. He prepares good club workshop programs and gets good speakers.
He presents programs for MNCA and other clubs, and he will be teaching geology
at Wildacres. His enthusiasm and leadership is endless. He even brings in new
members. Tom is a great asset in keeping a small club going..

submitted by Georgia Olmstead, Editor

WORD SEARCHING!

by Betsy Oberheim, Jr. Activities Chair

One activity I have found that is edu-
cational (but donit tell them that) and
fun in the word search puzzles. We
prst found it on discovery.com but a
short cut to it is puzzlemaker.com/
wordsearchsetupform.html. It is
so slick and easy! You plug in the
words and it zaps it together in sec-
onds. live used it for subjects such
as ofossilsd, owhat is quartz based?6
0PA fossilso, dDinosaurso, ocelestined,
etc. Discovery also has a crossword
puzzle maker but if the age span of
your pebblepups is as all encompass-
ing as ours; you will pnd the younger
ones may get frustrated while the
older ones breeze through. Some
solutions are to pair a younger and an
older together or to have a list of the
answers just for the younger ones.

Another game is ospell the rock
or minerald; using old scrabble tiles,
put them all face down and choose
4, then they choose 1 at a time until
they can spell the name of a rock or

mineral.  You
may want to
make a list of ; q
shorter names i
as a reference. A o d
They get a o
point for each tile they took (whether
used in the words or not) and the lowest
score wins. The more they look close
at the names the more familiar these
names will be to them and when they
recognize them their conpdence grows.

As you have noticed in this column
I seem to be concentrating on quiet
indoor activities, mostly because our
youth meets in an adjacent room in
the church, so physical activities
are really limited. We are also lucky
enough to have a wonderful peld-trip
coordinator who plans several trips
with the kids in mind; the best rock
activity you can pnd! But, whether
inside or out, any activity connected
to rocks is stimulating and fun.
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A FanTasTic Week!

by Steve Weinberger, Wildacres Functioning Committee Chair

live been extolling the plusses
of an EFMLS Wildacres Workshop
on these pages all year and by now,
youire probably a bit tired of read-
ing them. 1 do tend to
go on and on about how
wonderful the Wildacres
Experience is, because
Iim really hooked on the
place and the people I
meet each time I attend
one of these workshops.
Let me tell you about
the just concluded April
gathering just to give you
yet another idea of why
lim sold.

Seventy-six rock-
hounds gathered on
Pompeyis Knob for the
April session. Bob Jones
and his lovely wife Carol joined us for
the week. While Bob regaled us with
six wonderful talks about his trip
to China, caves, including the Cave
of Crystals in Naica, Mexico that
heis been fortunate to enter, Beryl,
Bisbee Minerals and Emeralds, Carol
joined the Fused Glass class.

Those in attendance produced
some wonderful things to show off
at weekis end, and we hope to their
clubs. Classes went very well and all
reported having a wonderful learning
experience and lots of fun.

We were joined this session by
representatives of the AFMS who
came for our Exhibiting and Judging
Class. Now an annual event, indi-
viduals from all seven of the regional
federations are invited to attend
in order to get more uniformity in
the interpretation of the Uniform
Rules. A jovial bunch, their sessions
were often punctuated with laughter
(Judges do laugh!)

The weather was absolutely
perfect. When we arrived, the

trees were still lifeless, but the air
was clear and temperatures for the
week remained in the mid to upper
70is. By weeks end, that pale fuzz

that represents the
¢ coming of spring could
be seen on everything.
The familiar views were
even more exciting as
regulars were able to
spot roads and build-
ings not normally seen
during summer and fall
sessions.

In short, our week
on the mountain was
fabulous! IT youive
never been, why not
come and experience
the magic for yourself?
Therelis still room in the
September session when Dr. Steve
Chamberlain and his wife Helen will
join us.

The cost for the week is very,
very nominal..$330 per person plus
a small charge for the materials
used in whatever class or classes
you take. Weive included a registra-
tion form on page ____ of this issue.
Class offerings can be found via the
EFMLS website <www.amfed.org/
efmls.wildacres.htm>.

I do hope youill come and pnd
out for yourself why the EFMLS
Wildacres Experience is so addictive
and so much fun!

EFF News
by Mary Jane Boutwell

As you go into the summer and
fall with plans for peld trips and at-
TR tendance at
the EFMLS
Convention
this October
in Newark, NY,
please remem-
ber your East-
ern Foundation
Fund!

IT youire not
able to make a direct donation to the
fund, you can still help by purchasing
a ticket for the Ways & Means Draw-
ing. Tickets are available from your
club president. You may just hold a
lucky winning ticket and be able to go
home with a prize! All proceeds from
the drawing benept the EFF.

So you have two choices: donate
directly to the EFF or purchase a
ticket (or multiple tickets) for the
Drawing. 1 look forward to hearing
from you.

LAsT CHance!
from Hazel Remaley, EOTO Chair

DEADLINE

This is your pnal notice to get your
nominations for the EACH ONE TEACH
ONE Award to me by June 15t,

Surely all of your out there know
someone in your club who deserves this
honor. Check my previous messages for
more information about this.

Iim looking forward to hearing
from many of you.

Hazel Remaley
3298 Centerville Rd.
Gillett, PA 16925-9016

CoMMUNICATION AND INVOLVEMENT ARE THE KEeYs To Our Success!
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ProGrAMS ADDED TO LIBRARY
by Rick Harrison, Librarian

Iim pleased to announce the ad-
dition of several new programs to the
EFMLS Slide & Video Library. Infor-
mation on ordering these or other
programs in the library can be found
in the EFMLS Directory, page 23.

Slide Program:

#115 Lake Superior Agates-A
New Look by Wayne Sukow 88 slides
this a 2006 AFMS Program Competi-
tion winner.

Video/CD/DVD Programs:

V582 Those Fabulous Thun-
dereggs, Part 111 by Doug Moore &
Lee Kabat with Narration by Susan
Moore. This is a 2006 AFMS Program
Competition winner.

V582A Same as above in DVD

V582B Same as above in Power
Point

V583 German  Agates by
Doug Moore with Narration by John
Heusinkveld. This is a 2006 AFMS
Program Competition winner.

V583A Same as above in DVD

V583B Same as above in Power
Point.

V584  Rockhounds-The Movie
with Director Todd Kent 55 minutes.
This is a 2006 AFMS Excellence in
Education winner.

V585  Exploring Art Clay Silver
Part I with Jackie Truty 55 minutes.
This is from the 2006 AFMS Endow-
ment Fund.

V586 Amber and Fossils by
Sunburst Visual Media 4:33 minutes.
This is from the 2006 AFMS Endow-
ment Fund.

V587 Antarctica a Frozen Lab-
oratory by Cambridge Educational 25
minutes. DVD. This is from the 2006
AFMS Endowment Fund.

V588  Fossil Tunnels-Finding Fos-
sils Tunnels in Caves by Sunburst Visual
Media. 4 minutes. DVD This is from the
2006 AFMS Endowment Fund.

V589 Geology of Caves & Cav-
erns by TMW Media 29 minutes.
DVD. This is from the 2006 AFMS
Endowment Fund.

Epimords CORNER

by Bill Gilbert, EFMLS BEAC Chair

New Editors

Here we are now with the June
EFMLS
newsletter.
The EFMLS
Annual Con-
vention is
in  October
at Newark,
New  York.
The Editoris
Breakfast is scheduled for Sunday,
October 7th. This is only about four
months away. Editors, please plan on
attending We would love to have
each club that participates in the
BEAC contest have someone present
at the Editoris Breakfast. This is
where the results of the previous
yearis BEAC contest are announced.
Every entry in each category that
was judged will be presented. Be
sure your club is represented. This
is a great event for new editors to
attend. The packets for this conven-
tion have already been mailed out.

Being an editor is, 1 believe, the
most important function in the local
club. 1 have heard it said that the
bulletin is the oglue that keeps a club
togetherd. Where there is a success-
ful bulletin, a thriving club will follow.
I know that keeping up the monthly
bulletin can be overwhelming. Being a
new editor adds to the stress of the
position.

I would like to encourage each
new editor this year to participate
in the annual BEAC contest. This will
give you feedback of not only how to
make your bulletin better, but also to
get to know more about the Eastern
Federation. In the New Editor cate-
gory, the editor must be in their prst
year as editor. So be sure to enter!

I would like to reiterate some of
the different ways of getting help
there are for the new editor. Cer-
tainly previous bulletins are a good

start. Check with previous editors
for advice. Exchange bulletins with
other clubs. This can be easily done
especially with emailing electronically
using PDFis. Check your EFMLS di-
rectory for email addresses of other
clubs in the Eastern Federation. Edi-
tors love to exchange!

Also consider the other federa-
tions (can be found with the links on the
Eastern Federation webpage). You
certainly have the Eastern Federation
Newsletter and the American Federa-
tion newsletter to use articles from.

IT you arenit familiar with SCRIBE
(Special Congress Involving Bulletin
Editors), please check them out. You
will be glad you did. Their web page is
<scribesite.home.att.net>.

It would certainly benept the
new editor to review the criteria
that are looked at when judging a
club bulletin. The forms for 2007
can be viewed at <www.amfed.org/
efmls/beac.htm>. Although these
are the forms used for this year,
I doubt if there will be any radical
changes for the contest this year.
Doing this will help to make sure
that you include all the items be-
ing looked for by the judges in your
upcoming bulletins. Be an informed
editor!

I would also like to mention that
next yearis (2008) EFMLS Convention
is in Jackson, Mississippi in February
2008. This will mean that we will be
asking for bulletin entries earlier
than usual. This will put the us in a
little bit of a rush. Please stay tuned
for this more details.

Iim looking forward to seeing you
in Newark, NY in October!
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REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENTS

Region 1
Kathleen Collins
<kathleenc55@cox.net>

Region 11
Michael Kessler
<quartz7228@aol.com>

Region 111
Hazel Remaley
<northridge@infoblvd.net>

Region 1V
Bill Gilbert
<billis4rox@comcast.net>

EFMLS CommiTTEE CHAIRPERSONS

AFMS Endowment Fund *
Joy Bourne
<csprings@epix.net>

AFMS Scholarship Foundation *
Bob Livingston
<gemguy@verizon.net>

AFMS Ways & Means *
Janie Hand
<fossilpnder2@aol.com>

All American Award *
Pat Pitkin
<pitkind@earthlink.net>

Auction
Bruce Gaber
<bg@his.com>

Audit
Donald Pitkin
<pitkind@earthlink.net>

Boundaries *
Carl Miller
<koboldl@erols.com>

Budget & Finance
Ellery Borow
<see page 2)

Bulletin Editors Advisory *
Bill Gilbert
<billis4rocks@comcast.net>

Bylaws
Steve Weinberger
<cscrystals2@verizon.net>

Club Rockhound of the Year *
Cathy Gaber
<bg@his.com>

Conservation & Legislation *
Clyf Bourne
<csprings@epix.net>

Convention Advisory
Matt Charsky
<Charsky.Matthew@epa.gov>

Directory
Carolyn Weinberger (see Editor)

Each One Teach One
Nancy Millard
<nancy_koskie@msn.com>

Eastern Foundation Fund
Mary Jane Boutwell
601-859-1240

Education 0 All American *
Hazel Remaley
<northridge@infoblvd.net>

Historian
Susanna Maclnnis
<sumacndeb@aol.com>

Insurance Coordinator
Carl Miller
<koboldl@erols.com>

Junior Activities *
Betsy Oberheim
<aoberheim3@comcast.net>

Operating Procedures
Steve Weinberger
<cscrystals2@verizon.net>

Parliamentarian
Steve Weinberger (see Bylaws)

Safety *
Bill Klose
<seagoatc@aol.com>

Region V
Judy Budnik
<wisoh@msn.com>

Region VI
Doub Dover
<ddover@carolina.rr.com>

Show Coordinator
Matt Charsky
(See Convention Advisory)

Slide & Video Librarian *
Rick Harrison
<rlh-ss@infoblvd.net>

Supplies
Merrill Dickinson
<medsearchnorth@comcast.net>

Uniform Rules
Susanna Maclnnis
<sumacndeb@aol.com>

Ways & Means
Janie Hand
<fossilpnder2@aol.com>

Webmaster
Dan Imel
<lapidry@aol.com>

Wildacres Workshop Functioning Committee
Steve Weinberger, Chair
<cscrystals2@verizon.net>

B. J. Bowman
<bjb@wildblue.net>

Bill Klose
<seagoatc@epix.net>

Karen Lewis
703-243-5823

Carl Miller
<kobold1@erols.com>

Ethel Schuele
802-863-5980

Matt Charsky
<Charsky.Matthew@epa.gov>

Region VI1
Betty James
<mineralid@jam.rr.com>

Region VII1
Barbara Ringhiser
<bar5678@aol.com>

Wildacres - Continued
Director
Wayne Sukow
<d8olite@fastmail. fm>

Registrar
Debbie Bard

<debbard@frontiernet.net>

Nominating (Elected committee)

Wayne Sukow (Temporary Chair)
<d8olite@fastmail. fm>

Harvey Brickman
<evannac@cs.com>

Cathy Gaber
<bg@his.com>

K.C. Foster
<katrinkaper@hotmail.com>

Sue Maclnnnis
<sumacndeb@aol.com>

Carl Miller
<koboldl@erols.com>

Larry Vandergrift
<LVANDER@aol.com>

Reivan Zeleznik
<rzlapidary@yahoo.com
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