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 Once again a paleontological re-
sources preservation act has been 
introduced into the US Senate which 
will impact all people who are inter-
ested in collecting fossils on Federal 
land.  The act, òS.263 Paleontological 
Resources Preservation Actó, intent 
is to make criminal almost all collec-
tion of òpaleontological resourcesó 
on federal lands.  òPaleontological 
Resourcesó in the act are deþned as 
including òfossilized remains, traces, 
or imprints of organisms that are 
preserved in or on the Earthõs crust.ó  
Said clearly, the bill establishes crim-
inal and civil penalties for activities 
related to collecting fossils.

 This bill is sponsored by the same 
senators that introduced a similar (if 
not identical) bill in the 108th Session 
of Congress in 2003.  It has already 
been passed out of the Senate Commit-
tee on Energy and Natural Resources 
without amendment, and the next step 
is for action on the ÿoor of the Senate.  
That committee and the sponsors ap-
pear to be hoping this will slide through 
this time by a simple voice vote.

 If you are not in favor of this 
bill (it can be found in its entirety 
at <www.theorator.com/bills109/
s263.html> ) then I strongly urge you to 
immediately alert your stateõs US Sena-
tors to watch for this bill and request 
that they block its passage by voice 
vote on the ÿoor of the Senate, or by 
any later more formalized process.
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 2005 is an extra large year for this 
great program.  Number 1 because  all 
the federations including Eastern, have 
been challenged by the South  Central 
Federation to match them in getting 
one dollar per federation  member or 
$2000 (which in our case is less) in òun-
restricted fundsó so  that if all six of us 
federations can do it, we can return to 
(2)  scholarships awarded per federa-
tion next year. 
   
 Now we donõt want to be caught 
being laggards on our oars, do we?    So, 
accordingly, I need for some 190 of you 
to send me a check for $10  made out 
to AFMS Scholarship Foundation.  You 
guys and gals personally  and via your 
clubs do that, and I will personally throw 
in the remaining  $100 to meet the goal.  
Nineteen with $100 each could also do 
the job.   We only have a short time to 
make this happen by mid-August when 
the  totals are tallied for the national 
convention in St. Louis.  Surely  with 
near 10,000 members we should be able 
to meet the challenge.  I am  conþdent 
that you all will þll my mailbox with 
checks so we can let  òAmericanó know 
Eastern is a team player who really 
cares and together,  we can keep the 
money òkeeping onó for this worthwhile 
cause (address  at end).
   
 Meantime, we truly appreciate 
the donations made by these seven  
during January and February:

Che-Hanna Rock and Mineral Club
Wendell Mohr
Cynthia Payne

Paul  Dunning 
(made in honor of the good EFMLS ofþcers do)

SE New Hampshire Mineral Club
Bob Livingston 

(in honor of John Davisõ 90th birthday)
Gulf Coast Mineral, Fossil & Gem Club 

(in memory of Kenneth Zahn)
   
 Please consider the above special 
plea and send your tax deductible  
check made out to AFMS Scholarship 
Foundation and send it to:  Bob  Liv-
ingston, EFMLS Coordinator, 59 Ely 
Drive, Fayetteville, NY  13066-1001.  

 Thanks much.
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 What a great show and EFMLS Convention the 
Che-Hanna Rock and Mineral Club put on in Sayre, Penn-
sylvania!  The displays were beautiful and educational, 
the EFMLS annual meeting went off without a hitch, 
everybody had great ideas at the Cracker Barrel, the 
EFMLS auction was a big money maker with great deals, 
the EFMLS Awards banquet was entertaining and the 
food was delicious, the dealers at the show had an excellent selection, and the 
conversation and social mixing was outstanding!  All the work the Che-Hanna 
members put into the convention and show really paid off.  They were a great 
success and Che-Hanna should be proud.  I guess you will have to call me a prog-
nosticator though, because at this writing the show has not yet occurred.  But I 
know that all that I wrote above will be true, and if you didnõt attend, I want to 
take this þrst opportunity to make you envious of all of us that did.

Scholarship Challenge

 On a more serious note, the AFMS Scholarship Foundation needs all of our 
help, I would like to ask each of you individually, and as clubs, to rise to this 
òScholarship Challenge.ó  As you may have already heard, at the AFMS Scholar-
ship Foundation annual meeting in Syracuse, NY last July, the Scholarship Foun-
dation Directors voted to only fund one scholarship for each federation in 2005.   
This was not any easy decision, and it wasnõt without debate.  Unfortunately, un-
expected expenses combined with lower than expected returns on investments 
left the Foundation with a one-time shortfall.  The decision was made by the 
Directors that the solution was to pass a resolution to give only one scholarship 
per federation in 2005 instead of the usual two.

 In the Fall, Keith Harmon, President of the South Central Federation issued 
a challenge to all participating regional federations to help raise an additional 
$12,000 to offset the shortfall so that the second AFMS Scholarship would be 
available in each federation.   In order to facilitate this, the Directors voted to 
allow the Scholarship Foundation to accept òunrestricted fundsó and created a 
fund whose sole purpose is for this effort.  Donations for this challenge should 
be speciþed as òUnrestricted Fundsó and can be sent to the regional federationõs 
scholarship chairperson.  Eastern Federationõs scholarship chairperson is:

  Bob Livingston
  AFMS Scholarship Foundation
  59 Ely Drive
  Fayetteville, NY  13066

 If you have any questions, or any ideas on how to help raise the money, please 
contact me or any of your EFMLS ofþcers.  As I mentioned, the goal is $12,000.  This 
may seem like a lot, but remember that this is spread across the entire US, and it is 
for a great cause.  It is something that should be dear to all of us, higher education 
scholarships in the earth sciences.  I will be personally reaching out some clubs that 
have been very gracious in their giving to the federation in the past.  Iõm asking each 
of you to do what you can to help us hit that goal.  Letõs make sure EFMLS does its 
part.  Every little bit helps; Iõve written my check already, have you?

 Get out there!  Carl
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 The beautiful mountain setting of 
the Wildacres Workshop is very inspir-
ing, and the association with people òof 
a like mindó is uplifting and enjoyable.
 
 Have you made a reservation yet? 
June 3-9, 2005 is coming soon and 
Wildacres is a beautiful place this time 
of year. The rhododendron, mountain 
laurel and other native shrubs and 
ÿowers will be blooming. To get your 
choice of classes, you need to get your 
registration in as soon as possible. This 
will assure you of your choice of classes, 
and let us know how many Instructors 
we will need to hire. We really love 
Wildacres and are sure you will too.
 
 Our guest speaker will be Bill 
Metropolis of the Harvard Museum. 
Many of you know him and have en-
joyed his presentations about the 
famous collections. He has traveled 
extensively and his programs reÿect 
his love of the hobby.
 
 The þrst time I attended, I was 
alone, shy and quite an introvert. I knew 
only three of the other attendees, but 
was eventually introduced to the oth-
ers, most of whom were Ofþcers of the 
EFMLS. Hey!! They were very normal 
people just like me! I had really feared 
meeting them, but I was made to feel 
right at home. The next year, the di-
rector asked me to be Registrar. I ac-
cepted the job, but had little to go on, 
as there were no Operating Procedures 
for me to follow.  I used common sense 
and wrote the procedures as I went 
along (and they are still in use today!)  I 
held this job for three years and gradu-
ally overcame my shyness. I eventually 
became an Instructor and taught for 12 
years. By then, Wildacres had become a 
second òhomeó to me.
 
 If you have any hesitation, just 
come to Wildacres and experience the 
magic!. Try taking a course you have al-
ways wanted to try, but were afraid you 
couldnõt do it. Our Instructors are very 
patient and will make sure you succeed. 

Then go back to your club and teach 
them what you learned. Perhaps youõll 
light a spark in someone and then see 
it grow into a bright ÿame. We are al-
ways looking for new Instructors, so if 
you know of someone who is really good 
at some hobby specialty, and might be 
willing to spend a week teaching others, 
please let us know. Instructorõs ex-
penses are paid, so there isnõt much 
of a burden on them. Iõm sure you will 
all be willing to return to this òHeaven 
on earth.ó!!

 A complete listing of classes be-
ing offered during the June session 
(and fall too) can be found on page 4.  
An application is included on page 8.

 Want to learn more about 
Wildacres?  Visit the EFMLS website 
<www.amfed.org/efmls>.  We also 
have a nifty CD that weõd love to send 
you telling about Wildacres.  The pro-
gram can be yours at no charge just 
by writing to the EFMLS Editor (see 
page 2) and asking.  Be sure to indi-
cate the name of your club plus the 
name and address of the person the 
CD is to be sent to.  
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 Every club should have a Jean 
Groves. As the Treasurer of the Gem, 
Lapidary and Mineral Society of Wash-
ington, DC for almost ten years, she 
makes sure that all bills are accurately 
paid in a very timely fashion. She also 
keeps track of other annual monies 
due such as the renewal fee for our 
corporation papers, the postal permit, 
insurance payment, dues to EFMLS, 
etc., even when she does not receive a 
notice or bill, thus saving the club hun-
dreds of dollars every two years. Jean 
helps the Show Chairman by keeping 

track of payments and a list of dealersõ 
addresses. At the Show, Jean is always 
there - helping to set up, manning the 
club and the admission tables, setting 
up a showcase, or helping during take 
down. Jean participates in all our Soci-
etyõs activities, including meetings, hos-
pitality, þeld trips, the holiday party, 
the picnic and more. In addition, Jean 
is chair of the audit committee for 
the Eastern Federation. Jean has done 
many intricate beading projects and is 
not shy in putting them in the Showcase 
at meetings. We are proud and thankful 
that Jean is a member of our Society.

submitted by Mary Bateman, President

 The members of the American Fos-
sil Federation (Maryland) have selected 
Betsy Hallman as their 2005 AFMS 
Club Fossilhound of the Year. Betsy was 
elected into membership in 1996 and 
has served as Refreshment Coordinator 
(1999) and as Secretary (2000 to pres-
ent). She is always ready to do whatever 
is asked of her and is enthusiastic about 
fossil collecting, so much so, that she 
attends nearly every collecting trip and 
will serve as Field Trip Coordinator when 
necessary. Betsy enjoys taking photos 
on the club trips and sharing them with 
the other attendees. Betsy has donated 
fossil specimens to the Calvert Marine 
Museum in Solomons, Maryland and to 
the Smithsonian Museum of Natural 
History. She is a Friend of the Aurora 
Fossil Museum in Aurora, North Caro-
lina and has assisted and displayed at 
their annual festival from 1998-2002. 
In 2002, she presented a program 
on Fossils for the Gem, Lapidary 
and Mineral Society of Montgomery 
County, Maryland.

submitted by George Powell, Jr., President

 The Gem & Mineral Society of 
Syracuse proudly nominates Bob Liv-
ingston  for AFMS Club Rockhound of 

continued on page 6
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 Here is the listing of classes we currently plan to offer at the two EFMLS Wildacres Workshops for 2005.  When you send in 
your application form, be sure to specify your class preferences.  We will make every effort to honor your 1st or 2nd choice, but 
should a class be þlled, we need to know your other preferences.  An application form is included on page 10 and will be accepted 
beginning January 1 for both sessions.  The earlier you register the better your chance of being assigned to your þrst choice.

Spring - June 3 - 9, 2005
HQFXX NSXY WZHYTW IJ XHWNUY NTS

Judging & Exhibiting B. Jay Bowman Return to the roots of EFMLS Wildacres by participating in the Judging & Exhibiting class 
with the inimitable Jay Bowman. There will be four days of discussion moderated by Jay along 
with real judging experience questions that participants have had or have heard about. Discus-
sions are spirited and this is complemented by some practice judging on exhibits prepared by 
Wildacres participantséoften with a deliberate ÿaw to keep you on your toes and alert. Then 
hear the debrieþngéwhat an experience !    4 day class

Faceting Reivan Zeleznik You CAN do it! The mystery of faceting is out the window! Like hundreds of other ònever-
beforeó faceters Reivan has worked with at WA you will take home with a gem youõve created 
with your own two hands. And, it will be better in quality than 90% of the gems (other than 
diamonds) in your local jewelry store. Spend a week with Reivan and enjoy unlocking your un-
tapped talent.   4 day class

Cabochons - 
     Basic

Al DeMilo Hands on instruction will be given to show how to transform a rough piece of rock into a shiny 
well formed cabochon with no ÿat spots. The use of a trim saw as well as techniques to grind, 
sand and polish the stone into a standard size and shape will be covered. Slabs will be provided 
but you may use your own with instructorõs approval.  
2 day class.  1st Semester

Cabochons - 
     Intermediate

Al DeMilo Prerequisite: Know how to use a trim saw, dop a stone, and use a grinding, sanding, and polishing 
machine This course is an extension of already learned skills. It will focus on the crafting of 
cabochons of difþcult shapes or sizes. Much one-on-one attention will be given. Slabs will be 
provided but you may use your own with Instructorõs approval.    2 day class.  2nd Semester

Wirecraft -
     Basic

Lisa Roberts
     

Learn the basics of twisting gold-þlled and sterling silver wire to create wonderful wire-
wrapped jewelry.  2 day class.  1st Semester

Wirecraft - 
     Advanced

Lisa Roberts
    

More advanced projects utilizing skills learned in the basic class.   
2 day class.  2nd Semester

Silversmithing   - Basic  Richard Zolweg 2 day class.  1st Semester.  

Silversmithing - Intermediate Richard Zolweg Prerequisite - student must be familiar with basic soldering skills.  2 day class.  2nd Semester.

Basic Beadcraft I Mia Schulman Students will learn how to form knots between beads (essential for pearls and attractive for 
other beads) and how to þnish necklaces using a variety of clasps.  Thy will also learn to make 
a Spiral rope necklace using seed beads.   2 day class.  1st Semester

Basic Beadcraft II Mia Schulman Weõll make a bracelet using the Peyote stitch which can also be used to fabricate pendants, 
amulet bags, and even pictures.  Students will also learn how to òreadó and design their own 
patterns. The ònettingó stitch will also be taught which is useful in making chokers, necklaces 
and our project, a Christmas ball.   2 day class.  2nd Semester.

Introduction to 
     Precious Metal Clay 

Cathy Gaber Precious Metal Clay (tm) is pure silver, þnely disseminated in a clay-like base, which is trans-
formed to solid silver by being þred in a kiln. Since almost all the work in a PMC piece, such as 
modeling, molding, texturing and þnishing, can be done before the piece is þred, all the dif-
þcult and time consuming work of traditional silversmithing and soldering can be avoided. You 
will learn how to make and þnish buttons, beads, brooches and more.
2 day class.  1st semester.

Mineral ID Cathy Gaber Learn to use your powers of observation to identify minerals.  To aid in your investigations, 
several hundred mineral specimens, a microscope  and various mineral reference books will be 
provided in class. The many properties of minerals, from hardness to crystal group to color 
and  more, will be explored. There will be speciþc assignments, an indoor  òþeld tripó and free 
time to target your own speciþc interests.   2 day class.  2nd Semester.

Pewter Fabrication Bruce Gaber Learn to make functional and decorative objects from a wonderfully versatile metal. Pewter is 
easy to work, and easy to solder. This  allows one to make a variety of forms in a much shorter 
time then  working in silver. Pewter can be þnished in everything from a glossy  high luster to 
a deep rich matte. The surface can be further  embellished by embossing and the addition of 
an etch or patina. Join Bruce to explore this most ancient and traditional material. Oh, and by 
the way, modern pewter contains no lead.  4 day class.
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September 12 - 18, 2005

HQFXX NSXY WZHYTW IJ XHWNUY NTS

Judging & Exhibiting B. Jay Bowman Return to the roots of EFMLS Wildacres by participating in the Judging & Exhib-
iting class with the inimitable Jay Bowman. There will be four days of discussion 
moderated by Jay along with real judging experience questions that participants 
have had or have heard about. Discussions are spirited and this is complemented by 
some practice judging on exhibits prepared by Wildacres participantséoften with a 
deliberate ÿaw to keep you on your toes and alert. Then hear the debrieþngéwhat 
an experience !    4 day class

Faceting Steve Weinberger You CAN do it! The mystery of faceting is out the window! Like hundreds of other 
ònever-beforeó faceters Steve has worked with at WA you will take home with a gem 
youõve created with your own two hands. And, it will be better in quality than 90% of 
the gems (other than diamonds) in your local jewelry store. Spend a week with Steve 
and enjoy unlocking your untapped talent.   4 day class

Cabochons -
     Basic

Al DeMilo Hands on instruction will be given to show how to transform a rough piece of rock 
into a shiny well formed cabochon with no ÿat spots. The use of a trim saw as well as 
techniques to grind, sand and polish the stone into a standard size and shape will be 
covered. Slabs will be provided but you may use your own with instructorõs approval.  
2 day class.  1st Semester

Cabochons -
     Intermediate

Al DeMilo Prerequisite: Know how to use a trim saw, dop a stone, and use a grinding, sanding, 
and polishing machine
This course is an extension of already learned skills. It will focus on the crafting 
of cabochons of difþcult shapes or sizes. Much one-on-one attention will be given. 
Slabs will be provided but you may use your own with Instructorõs approval.    2 day 
class.  2nd Semester

Wirecraft -
     Basic

Lisa Roberts Learn the basics of twisting gold-þlled and sterling silver wire to create wonderful 
wire-wrapped jewelry.  2 day class.  1st Semester

Wirecraft -
     Advanced

Lisa Roberts More advanced projects utilizing skills learned in the basic class.  
2 day class.  2nd Semester

Micromounting Paul Smith Micromounting is the art of preparing small mineral specimens so they can best be 
viewed under a microscope.  You will learn how to trim off excess material, mount 
your specimen on a pedestal and then in a small box.  For those wishing to stay in 
the class both semesters, the additional skill of photographing minerals through the 
microscope will be introduced.  2 day class offered both semesters or can be taken 
as a 4 day class.

Crystallography Jennie Smith Learn to identify and use crystal shapes in the study of mineralogy.  
2 day class.  Semester to be determined.

Silversmithing - 
     Basic

Richard Meszler Students will complete several projects geared to teaching and learning the basics 
of silversmithing - annealing, bending metal, soldering, piercing and polishing.  
2 day class.  1st Semester.

Silversmithing - 
     Intermediate

Richard Meszler Students will use skills learned in the basic class to complete a bezel set cabochon 
pin / pendant.  Prerequisite:  soldering, þling, basic silversmithing skills.
2 day class.  2nd Semester

Soapstone Carving
     

Inga Wells Learn how to create lovely small carvings from a soft material.  Minimal tools are 
used to achieve lovely results.  Let the object hidden in the stone come alive under 
your hand.  2 day class offered both semesters.

Forging
    (Tentative)

TBA Using hammers and a variety of shaped stakes can produce lovely pieces of jewelry.  
No soldering or other metalworking experience is required.  4 day class.

\NQIFHWJ X HQFXXJ X













COMMUNICATION IS THE KEY TO OUR SUCCESSEFMLS NEWS -- APRIL, 2005      10

Region I
 Kathleen Collins 
 <kathleenc55@cox.net>

Region II
 Michael Kessler
 <quartz7228@aol.com>
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Region III
 John Baumler
 <baumler@borg.com>

Region IV
 Jennie R. Smith
 <jpmicros@aol.com>

Region V
 Judy Budnik
 <wisoh@msn.com>

Region VI
 Barbara Fenstermacher
 <bfenster2@bellsouth.net>

Region VII
 Brenda Hankins
 <MissAgate@aol.com>

Region VIII
 Jeff Ursillo
 <BMNMJeff@aol.com>
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AFMS Endowment Fund *
 Joy Bourne
  <csprings@epix.net>

AFMS Scholarship Foundation *
 Bob Livingston
  <bobliv@localnet.com>

AFMS Ways & Means *
 Warren Redford
 757-461-7862

All American Award *
 Hazel Remaley
 <northridge@infoblvd.net>

Auction
 Bruce Gaber
 <bg@his.com>

Audit
 Jean Groves
 <jgroves@myexcel.com>

  
Boundaries *
 Carl Miller 
 <kobold1@erols.com>

Budget & Finance
 Wayne Sukow
 <cnsukow@earthlink.net>

Bulletin Editors Advisory *
 Mary Bateman
 <mbateman1@verizon.net>
 

Bylaws
 Steve Weinberger
 <cweinber@bcpl.net>

Club Rockhound of the Year *
 Cathy Gaber
  <bg@his.com>

Conservation & Legislation *
 Open

Convention Advisory
 William Lema
  <williamlema@cox.net>

Directory
 Carolyn Weinberger 
 <cweinber@bcpl.net>

Each One Teach One
 Fran Sick
 <Fran_and_Ed@webtv.net>

Eastern Foundation Fund
 Joy Bourne
    <csprings@epix.net>

Education ð All American *
 Hazel Remaley
 <northridge@infoblvd.net>

Historian
 Susanna MacInnis
 <suemacndeb@aol.com>

Insurance Coordinator
 Carl Miller    (see EFMLS President)

Junior Activities *
 Kathy Hrechka
 <kkhrechka@msn.com>

Operating Procedures
 Steve Weinberger  (see Bylaws)

Parliamentarian
 Bruce Gaber  (see Auction)

Public Relations *
 Barbara Fenstermacher
 (see Region VII Vice President)

Safety *
 Bill Klose
 <seagoatc@aol.com>

Show Coordinator
 William Lema
 (See Convention Advisory)

Slide & Video Librarian *
 Rick Harrison
 <rlh-ss@infoblvd.net>

Supplies
 Michael Kessler
 (See Region II Vice President)

Uniform Rules
 Susanna MacInnis (see Historian)

Ways & Means
 Open

Webmaster
 Dan Imel
 <lapidry@aol.com>

Wildacres Workshop Functioning Committee
 Esther Dunn
 334-774-2172

 Joy Bourne
 <csprings@epix.net>

 B. J. Bowman
  <bjb@pcwan.net>

 Bill Klose  (See Safety)

 Karen Lewis
 703-243-5823

 Pat Mummert
 716-663-1682  

 Ethel Schuele
 802-863-5980

 Steve Weinberger
 (See Bylaws)

Wildacres Functioning (Continued)
 Matt Charsky
 <Charsky.Matthew@epa.gov>

 Director
 Wayne Sukow
 <cnsukow@earthlink.net>

 Registrar
 Debbie Bard
 <debbard@frontier.net>

Nominating (Elected committee)
 Matt Charsky, Chair
 (See Wildacres)

 B. J. Bowman
 (See Wildacres)

 
 Harvey Brickman
 <evannac@cs.com>

 John Davis
 315-682-9241

 Barbara Sky 
 636-207-7866

 
 Paul Smith
 <jpmicros@aol.com>

 Reivan Zeleznik
 <rzlapidary@yahoo.com



mailto:cweinber@bcpl.net

