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 Hearing loss affects about 28 
million people in the United States. 
About 10 million of these people 
received this damage as  a result of 
exposure to loud noises. More than 20 
million Americans are exposed to haz-
ardous levels of noise on a regular ba-
sis that could result in Noise Induced 
Hearing Loss or NIHL. Occupational 
noise exposure is the most common 
cause of NIHL, but non-occupational 
exposure, such as live or recorded 
high volume music, airplanes, auto-
mobiles and recreational vehicles, 
household tools and some appliances, 
are also major contributors to NIHL. 

 Very loud sounds of short dura-
tion, such as explosions, gunfire, or 
loud banging, can produce immediate, 
severe, and permanent loss of hearing. 
Longer exposure to less intense levels 
of sound over time exacts a gradual 
toll on hearing, initially without the 
person’s awareness. The louder the 
level of noise, and the longer the du-
ration of exposure, the greater the 
potential for permanent damage.

 The best method for protecting 
ourselves from NIHL is to eliminate 
or reduce the intensity of the noise 
source and the time of exposure. The 
next best prevention method is to 
wear hearing protection in the form 
of ear plugs (disposable or fitted) or 
ear muffs when faced with potential
exposure to noise.

 Rock hounds are most commonly 
exposed to noise while in vehicles 
on the way to and from collecting 

SAFETY	FIRST	-	HEARING	SAFETY
by	Bill	Klose,	EFMLS	Safety	Chair

sites. Some collecting sites contain 
industrial equipment that can gener-
ate considerable amounts of noise. 
When at these sites it is best to wear 
the same level of protection that 
the workers at the site are wearing, 
as the employer has determined the 
level of protection required for the 
protection of his employees.

 Rock hounds also use hammers 
and even large portable gasoline 
engine powered diamond saws at col-
lecting sites to recover specimens 
and should protect their hearing with 
ear plugs or ear muffs.

 Back in the shop, hammers and 
rotating equipment such as diamond 
saws, grinding wheels, rock hammers, 
rock trimmers, etc., contribute to the 
noise level along with everyday ac-
tivities around the house such as music, 
television, household appliances, and 
power equipment (such as lawn mowers). 
Consider wearing ear plus or ear muffs 
when appropriate to prevent NIHL.

ON	THE	INSIDE

LAST	CALL
from	Lou	Budell

 Check your mailing label.  If it 
says “04” then your club has not yet 
paid its 2005 EFMLS membership 
dues.  Time is running out, so if your 
copy of this newsletter says “04” 
activate your club treasurer today 
so your club can continue to receive 
EFMLS member benefits.
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GETT ING	THE	NEWS
from	Carolyn	Weinberger

 Every EFMLS member club re-
ceives copies of the EFMLS Newslet-
ter.  One copy is sent to the President 
and Editor and if your club has a Liai-
son Officer, that individual receives 
one as well.  Please remember to let 
us know if officers change or move.

 Others can subscribe to the news-
letter for $4.50 per year.  Send mailing 
information and your check to the Edi-
tor.  You can also download the newslet-
ter at no charge via the EFMLS website 
<www.amfed.org/efmls>.

 Comments?  Feel free to let us 
know your thoughts, ideas.
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 It’s that time of year when our hobby starts 
revving up again.  For most of the Eastern Federation 
and American Federation clubs, winter is a slow time 
for the hobby.  However, starting in February with 
the Tucson Shows things get up and running fast.  I 
hope you’ve made a commitment to yourself to be 
more involved in your hobby.  Get Out There and at-
tend shows and symposiums, visit museums and other 
nearby clubs, and go out in the field and collect, whether it’s for minerals, fossils, 
or gemstones.

 Don’t forget “The Hidden Gem of EFMLS,” Wildacres near Little Switzer-
land, NC.  If you have never been to the workshops at Wildacres you can not 
believe what you are missing.  EFMLS and the Wildacres Functioning Committee 
have a new video-movie about Wildacres.  It is seven minutes long and will play on 
any computer.  We will send a copy to any club that requests one. (Contact the 
Editor for your copy.)  Play it for your members before your next meeting!

 Spring is also a time to start planning for the contests and competitions for the 
year.  It’s never to early to start thinking about your club’s submission for the 2005 
EFMLS Bulletin Editor’s Contest, All American Club Award, or your club’s nomination 
for the AFMS Club Rockhound Of The Year.  Write an article for your club news-
letter.  It will make your editor happy, your club members happy, and I’ll bet it will 
even make you happy (especially if it gets submitted and wins an award in the bulletin 
contest!)  Do you think you belong to a great club?  Prove it to the entire AFMS by 
participating in the All American Club competition.  Do you have a person or couple in 
your club that you would like to extend a special thank you to for their service to your 
club and hobby?  Nominate them for your club’s AFMS Club Rockhound Of The Year.  
What a great way to start out 2005!

 Speaking of bulletins, I want to thank all of the clubs out there who mail or 
email me their club newsletters.  I read each one so keep them coming.  In a future 
President’s Message I will list some of the great things clubs are doing to support 
their communities and to interest people in the hobby.  It never stops amazing me 
how many great people make up our clubs; every single one of them a volunteer.  Write 
to me with why you volunteer and I’ll try to include it in a future message.

 I struggle some each month with the timing of writing each of these presi-
dent’s messages.  After years of writing just-in-time articles and messages for 
clubs, it is hard to change to the mindset of writing messages that won’t be 
published or read for 30-45 days.  At this writing the EFMLS annual convention 
and meeting is two months away, but when you read this it will be in two weeks.  
Even with only two weeks left before the Che-Hanna Show and our annual meet-
ing it is still not too late to take a couple of days and attend the meetings and 
show.  Show your support for our great organization, and learn more about your 
hobby and the workings of clubs and federations at the same time.  Spring will be 
breaking through at that time in Central Pennsylvania, and Sayre, PA is a beauti-
ful area.  We hope to see YOU at the meeting and show.

Get out there!
  Carl Miller

SPRING	SHOWS	ARE	HERE	AND	THE	ANNUAL	
MEET ING	IS	IN	THE	AIR

by	Carl	Miller,	EFMLS	President
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 Well now that you have sent in 
your reservations and have made all 
your plans to visit us in Sayre, Pa.  I 
have a few more tips on what you 
might do here in the area.  I know 
that there might just be a few of you 
out there who are interested in the lo-
cal Finger Lakes Wineries!!  Did that get 
your attention??  We are only a short 
drive from some of them.  The host 
hotel is trying to put together a pack-
age for you, but there are many winer-
ies that offer tours that you can do on 
your own.  Brochures will be available at 
the hotel or in your packet.

 Another  museum to visit would 
be the Rockwell Museum in Corning.  
It has an outstanding collection of 
western art.  Something not usually 
found here in the east. 

 So, this ends my epistles to you.  
I hope I have not bored you, but 
enticed you to come visit.  It might 
be March, and we might have cold 
weather, but we are ready to extend 
a very warm welcome to you. 

 And now some final enticements....  
Mike Hawkins from the New York State 
Museum will be selling surplus minerals 
from the Museum collections.    

 Marc Wilson, from the Carnegie 
Museum will be at the show with a 
fabulous display of minerals from the 
museum.  In addition, he’ll have some 
of the declassified minerals from the 
museum for sale at a series of silent 
auctions held during the show.  Here’s 
your chance to take home one or more 
specimens from these two world class 
museums.

 In addition, we’ll have a variety of 
demonstrations - cabbing, faceting, 
Precious Metal Clay - to name just 
three, along with a variety of excep-
tional displays, great dealers and of 
course a chance to visit with new and 
old friends.  

 We’ll see you in March in Sayre.
 

CONVENT ION	NEWS
from	Hazel	Remaley

 Have you ever joined a rock and mineral club 
you didn’t like? I haven’t. Have you ever met a 
rockhound you didn’t like? I haven’t, but I have met 
some I was envious of because of their magnificent 
collections, or their extensive knowledge, or their 
contributions to the club. As a well-known rental car 
agency states, “When you’re Number 2, you try hard-
er.” I have felt like that rental car agency, and the 

HAVE	YOU	EVER...
by	Wayne	Sukow,	1st	Vice	President

other club members have helped me “try 
harder” with their willingness to share. 
How about you? Have you ever gone on 
a field trip with your club?  I have. In 
every club I’ve joined, I’ve found it to 
be fun and a great way to get to know 
the talents of other club members. You 
can, too. Have you ever dropped out of 
a rockhound club? I haven’t, even when 
their meeting is 2900 miles away. The 
newsletter keeps us in touch, as well as 
being a good reason for an occasional 
visit. Have you ever joined a rock and 
lapidary club where you didn’t make 
friends? I haven’t.

 So, what’s the theme of this ar-
ticle? Have you ever seen a club pass 
away? I have. Why? Let me share 
with you the very brief minutes of 
the October Meeting of the Moscow 
Star Garnet Club that is located in 
Moscow, Idaho, which is near prime 
collecting sites. It reads as follows:

“October Meeting
 There were less than seven mem-
bers present at the meeting so no offi-
cial business was conducted. It was re-
ported that the other Moscow club, the 
Gold Diggers, had no interest in merg-
ing. In talking with the Lewiston club it 
was said that we could join them. The 
physical property of the club would be 
given to the Lewiston club if they want 
it.  The club treasury would be donated 
to one of the NFMS scholarship funds. 
We will still have our Christmas dinner 
get together and it was suggested that 
the club would pay for the dinner. After 
that we will still try to get together on 
an informal basis. It is sad to say,  but 
it looks like this club is coming to a close 
after some 50 years of existence.

 Any of you members that are un-

able to 
attend the November meeting please 
contact Larry or Kip to express your 
feelings as to the situation with the 
club. To disband or not and what to 
do with the club property, that is the 
question. I will send out a December 
newsletter with the results of the 
November meeting and the time and 
place for the Christmas dinner.”

 Have you ever written about how a 
mineral and lapidary club has been im-
portant to you? I haven’t, but I’ll try. 
In September of 1970 I traveled west 
from River Falls, Wisconsin to Pullman, 
Washington to complete my doctor-
ate in Chemical Physics at Washington 
State University. To provide some di-
version from the intensity of that work, 
I looked around to see if I could find a 
rock club in the area. I found one just 
across the state line in Moscow, ID. I 
joined immediately and remained active 
throughout my Ph.D. studies.

 As is customary, election of new 
officers was in December and I became 
bulletin editor. The monthly newsletter 
was “produced” by typing it at home and 
then going to a bowling alley in Moscow 
to use the copy machine. Now I wish I 
had kept some of those newsletters I 
produced. What did I say?

 The next December, they decid-
ed that I had done poorly enough at 
putting the newsletter together that 
I should run for president. With little 
if any competition, I was elected, and 
then I realized I was the new blood 
in the club. Others had been doing 
these ‘chores’ for many years. Never-
theless, I enjoyed being president of 

continued on page 4
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  The Eastern Federation needs 
your help and your full support for 
2006 and the future.

  Have you ever considered hosting 
a Federation Show?  Do you think that 
it’s “too much work” or that the Federa-
tion comes in, tells you what to do and 
then takes your show’s proceeds? 

  Well, let me give it to you straight 
so that you can make an informed 
decision while considering being the 
Federation’s Host Club.

  Too much work?  If your club 
already hosts an annual show there is 
not a great deal more that needs to 
be added, just a few extras:

 1.There is the hotel/motel for all 
those visiting delegates.

 2. A place to hold the Cracker Bar-
rel, the Annual Meeting, the Awards 
Banquet on Saturday evening, and the 
Editor’s Breakfast on Sunday morning.  
This is a job that would take just one 
person from your club who  would have 
to take care of the reservations for the 
Banquet and Breakfast.  

 3.A place/spot for the EFMLS 
Annual  Auction at the show.
 4. A section of your show area for 
exhibits - competitive and noncompeti-

CALLING	ALL	CLUBS!
from	William	Lema,	Convention	Advisory	Chair

tive.  You probably already have that.

  Having the Federation telling you 
what to do.?  It is still your club’s 
show.  You work with the  Federation 
when on the details of when meetings 
are held etc..  Your Club still chooses 
its dealers, sets the show layout, etc. 
– No changes or extra work there.

  Show’s Proceeds.  The amount 
shared with the Federation is ne-
gotiable.  Your club decides on the 
amount/percentage that it feels it 
can share with the Federation.  There 
is no pre-set amount, until your club 
determines what it wants to share.

 
What’s in it for you:

 1. Here is the opportunity for your 
club to shine for the Eastern Federa-
tion, and gain a sense of accomplishment 
at having done a good job.

 2. More people will attend your 
show.

 3. You will gain more publicity for 
your club through the EFMLS News-
letter and Website.

 4. Federation members bring 
additional exhibits for your club to 
showcase.

 5. And, you would also receive 
$400 from the Federation to help 
pay for some of the added expenses 
- show packets for example.

  Would your club be interested?  
Please say “yes.”  Questions? Don’t 
hesitate to ask.

 Contact: William Lema
 401-374-4044 (voice mail)
 <williamlema@cox.net>
 74 Ninth Street
  East Providence, RI  02914    

 Thank you, and I look forward 
from hearing from you and your club.

the club and became involved in help-
ing to put together, set up, and take 
down the club’s Star Garnet Exhibit 
at the local fairs and shows, including 
Spokane. How many themes can you 
think of with ‘star’ in them? 

 Field trips were fun too, and 
sometimes consisted of only two or 
three people, but we still had fun 
collecting. There were trips for pet-
rified wood, to Asotin Creek for cof-
fee wood, to Emerald Creek for star 
garnets, and to a mountain in Idaho 
whose name I don’t remember, where 
you could find beautiful facet-quality 
almandine garnets. Some of the best 
field trips were to members’ base-
ments. On one of these kinds of field 
trips, I remember seeing Florence’s 
old rhodochrosite crystals on snowy 
white quartz from the classic Sweet 
Home Mine location in Colorado. I 
wonder what has become of them. 
Equally amazing was the collection 
of Idaho star garnets in Fred’s base-
ment. Another was Jim’s award-win-
ning 30 x 40 cabochon display. I can 
appreciate the quality of his work 
after my judging class at Wildacres. 

 This reminiscing could go on, but 
I’d like to finish with a comment on the 
durability of friendships with people in 
the clubs. There were several visits to 
Stan’s basement full of petrified wood 
over the years, and I thanked him for 
securing a treasured collector’s item 
of mine: my Moscow Star Garnet Club 
vest. More recently, there were the 
long visits with Bob and Carol at the 
NFMS show in Port Townsend where I 
had my first experience judging. 

 In the October 2005 minutes 
of the Moscow Star Garnet Club, I 
was happy to read of members get-
ting together even without a formal 
structure. To be sure, the problem of 
declining club membership, or should 
I say, lack of active participation in 
club and federation activities is not 
unique to the Moscow Star Garnet 
Club. To solve the problem, it will 

take a group effort. The passion-
ate work of a few will not do. So the 
rich experiences of club membership 
can continue, and new people can be 
motivated to join, I encourage you to 
commit yourself to attending more 
local club meetings, participating in 
your local club show, and support-
ing other local clubs by participating 
in their shows. A good start would 
be getting the unique rockhound/
lapidarist/mineralogist experience of 
an unforgettable week at Wildacres. 
I look forward to meeting you there.

HAVE	YOU	EVER...
continued	from	page	3
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WILDACRES
from	Esther	Dunn

 “The Wildacres Spirit is calling to 
me...”

 Have you been to any of the EFMLS 
Wildacres Workshops?  If your answer 
is no, I’d like to suggest that you seri-
ously consider coming this year.  We’ve 
got two terrific sessions with two ter-
rific speakers plus a great selection of 
classes from which to select.

 The cost of each session is $280.  
Housing is in private motel style 
rooms.  Meals are plentiful and good 
and our instructional staff is careful-
ly selected to give you the best pos-
sible learning experience in classes.

 We also have an added treat dur-
ing each session - an expert in resi-
dence.  In June, our expert will be Bill 
Metropolis, Assistant Curator at the 
Harvard Mineral Museum.  He’ll give 
us several illustrated talks during our 
week and live on campus with us and 
take part in our activities.

 The expert in residence in Sep-
tember will be Fred Ward, who will 
give us illustrated talks about dia-
monds, emeralds, rubies, etc.  Fred 
too will live on campus with us and 
take part in our activities.  

 We’ve included a complete listing 
of classes being offered on the fol-
lowing pages and an application form 
on the next to last page.  Talk to your 
fellow club members and sign up for 
one (or both) of our 2005 sessions.

 A reminder to all officers and committee chairs that your reports are due to 
the Secretary no later than March 10. Any received after March 10 will not be 
included in the packet handed out at the meeting. If you cannot make the March 
10 deadline, you are asked to bring 100 copies of your report to the meeting in 
Sayre. You can either mail or e-mail your reports to Mary Bateman, 2700 South 
9th Street, #203, Arlington, Virginia 22204-2328, or mbateman1@verizon.net, 
but they must be received by March 10.

FROM	THE	SECRETARY.....REPORTS	ARE	DUE
from	Mary	Bateman

 The Old Dominion Earth Science 
Society (ODESS) in Virginia proudly 
announces that Sandy Brenner has 
been selected as the club’s 2005 
AFMS Club Rockhound of the Year. 
Sandy is the ODESS fossil field trip 
coordinator and has organized many 
trips for our club. He has obtained 
highly prized slots for excursions to 
the PCS Mine in Aurora, NC, which 
has resulted in the discovery of 
some large shark teeth and other 
marine fossils by our club members. 
Sandy has acquired an enviable col-
lection of fossils himself, especially 
shark teeth. Through his personal 
research of the fossils he always has 
interesting observations to accompany 
his displays. In addition, he has worked 
with young members of the club to help 
them present programs based on their 
own collections. He has been a board 
member of ODESS in past years. In 
keeping with Sandy’s nature, he shares 
the credit of his accomplishments with 
mentors such as his mother, Phyllis 
Brenner, in the Paleontology Depart-
ment of the Smithsonian Institution, 
and George Powell.

Submitted by Dave Dennis, editor

AFMS	CLUB	ROCKHOUND	
OF	THE	YEAR

from	Cathy	Gabor

 Sorry, I can’t tell you. It’s a 
secret! For now only the Each One 
Teach One Committee members know 
who will receive the Top Award at the 
Convention Awards Banquet March 19, 
2005. The results will be published in 
the April issue of the EFMLS News-
letter but I have a better idea. Why 
not get your reservations made by 
the February 17 deadline and join us 
at the banquet where you can witness 
first hand the presentation of the 
2005 Each One Teach One Awards as 
well as other Federation awards and 
activities.

 I know I have already said thank 
you to the committee members Barbara 
Sky, Clyf Bourne and Gay Richards but 
I want to say it again. They did a great 
job and got it done in less than two 
weeks. I think that must be some kind 
of a record. Now all that’s left is the. I 
hope you will be able to join us for the 
banquet and all the other 2005 EFMLS 
Convention activities.

EACH	ONE	TEACH	ONE	--	
	 AND	THE	WINNER	IS....

from	Fran	Sick

HAVE	YOU	REGISTERED	YET	FOR	WILDACRES?
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 Here is the listing of classes we currently plan to offer at the two EFMLS Wildacres Workshops for 2005.  When you send in 
your application form, be sure to specify your class preferences.  We will make every effort to honor your 1st or 2nd choice, but 
should a class be filled, we need to know your other preferences.  An application form is included on page 10 and will be accepted 
beginning January 1 for both sessions.  The earlier you register the better your chance of being assigned to your first choice.

Spring - June 3 - 9, 2005
CLASS INSTRUCTOR DESCRIPT ION
Judging & Exhibiting B. Jay Bowman Return to the roots of EFMLS Wildacres by participating in the Judging & Exhibiting class 

with the inimitable Jay Bowman. There will be four days of discussion moderated by Jay along 
with real judging experience questions that participants have had or have heard about. Discus-
sions are spirited and this is complemented by some practice judging on exhibits prepared by 
Wildacres participants…often with a deliberate flaw to keep you on your toes and alert. Then 
hear the debriefing…what an experience !    4 day class

Faceting Reivan Zeleznik You CAN do it! The mystery of faceting is out the window! Like hundreds of other “never-
before” faceters Reivan has worked with at WA you will take home with a gem you’ve created 
with your own two hands. And, it will be better in quality than 90% of the gems (other than 
diamonds) in your local jewelry store. Spend a week with Reivan and enjoy unlocking your un-
tapped talent.   4 day class

Cabochons - 
     Basic

Al DeMilo Hands on instruction will be given to show how to transform a rough piece of rock into a shiny 
well formed cabochon with no flat spots. The use of a trim saw as well as techniques to grind, 
sand and polish the stone into a standard size and shape will be covered. Slabs will be provided 
but you may use your own with instructor’s approval.  
2 day class.  1st Semester

Cabochons - 
     Intermediate

Al DeMilo Prerequisite: Know how to use a trim saw, dop a stone, and use a grinding, sanding, and polishing 
machine This course is an extension of already learned skills. It will focus on the crafting of 
cabochons of difficult shapes or sizes. Much one-on-one attention will be given. Slabs will be 
provided but you may use your own with Instructor’s approval.    2 day class.  2nd Semester

Wirecraft -
     Basic

Lisa Roberts
     

Learn the basics of twisting gold-filled and sterling silver wire to create wonderful wire-
wrapped jewelry.  2 day class.  1st Semester

Wirecraft - 
     Advanced

Lisa Roberts
    

More advanced projects utilizing skills learned in the basic class.   
2 day class.  2nd Semester

Silversmithing   - Basic  Richard Zolweg 2 day class.  1st Semester.  

Silversmithing - Intermediate Richard Zolweg Prerequisite - student must be familiar with basic soldering skills.  2 day class.  2nd Semester.

Basic Beadcraft I Mia Schulman Students will learn how to form knots between beads (essential for pearls and attractive for 
other beads) and how to finish necklaces using a variety of clasps.  Thy will also learn to make 
a Spiral rope necklace using seed beads.   2 day class.  1st Semester

Basic Beadcraft II Mia Schulman We’ll make a bracelet using the Peyote stitch which can also be used to fabricate pendants, 
amulet bags, and even pictures.  Students will also learn how to “read” and design their own 
patterns. The “netting” stitch will also be taught which is useful in making chokers, necklaces 
and our project, a Christmas ball.   2 day class.  2nd Semester.

Introduction to 
     Precious Metal Clay 

Cathy Gaber Precious Metal Clay (tm) is pure silver, finely disseminated in a clay-like base, which is trans-
formed to solid silver by being fired in a kiln. Since almost all the work in a PMC piece, such as 
modeling, molding, texturing and finishing, can be done before the piece is fired, all the dif-
ficult and time consuming work of traditional silversmithing and soldering can be avoided. You 
will learn how to make and finish buttons, beads, brooches and more.
2 day class.  1st semester.

Mineral ID Cathy Gaber Learn to use your powers of observation to identify minerals.  To aid in your investigations, 
several hundred mineral specimens, a microscope  and various mineral reference books will be 
provided in class. The many properties of minerals, from hardness to crystal group to color 
and  more, will be explored. There will be specific assignments, an indoor  “field trip” and free 
time to target your own specific interests.   2 day class.  2nd Semester.

Pewter Casting/Fabrication Bruce Gaber Learn to make functional and decorative objects from a wonderfully versatile metal. Pewter is 
easy to work, and easy to solder. This  allows one to make a variety of forms in a much shorter 
time then  working in silver. Pewter can be finished in everything from a glossy  high luster to 
a deep rich matte. The surface can be further  embellished by embossing and the addition of 
an etch or patina. Join Bruce to explore this most ancient and traditional material. Oh, and by 
the way, modern pewter contains no lead.  4 day class.

WILDACRES	CLASSES
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September 12 - 18, 2005

CLASS INSTRUCTOR DESCRIPT ION
Judging & Exhibiting B. Jay Bowman Return to the roots of EFMLS Wildacres by participating in the Judging & Exhib-

iting class with the inimitable Jay Bowman. There will be four days of discussion 
moderated by Jay along with real judging experience questions that participants 
have had or have heard about. Discussions are spirited and this is complemented by 
some practice judging on exhibits prepared by Wildacres participants…often with a 
deliberate flaw to keep you on your toes and alert. Then hear the debriefing…what 
an experience !    4 day class

Faceting Steve Weinberger You CAN do it! The mystery of faceting is out the window! Like hundreds of other 
“never-before” faceters Steve has worked with at WA you will take home with a gem 
you’ve created with your own two hands. And, it will be better in quality than 90% of 
the gems (other than diamonds) in your local jewelry store. Spend a week with Steve 
and enjoy unlocking your untapped talent.   4 day class

Cabochons -
     Basic

Al DeMilo Hands on instruction will be given to show how to transform a rough piece of rock 
into a shiny well formed cabochon with no flat spots. The use of a trim saw as well as 
techniques to grind, sand and polish the stone into a standard size and shape will be 
covered. Slabs will be provided but you may use your own with instructor’s approval.  
2 day class.  1st Semester

Cabochons -
     Intermediate

Al DeMilo Prerequisite: Know how to use a trim saw, dop a stone, and use a grinding, sanding, 
and polishing machine
This course is an extension of already learned skills. It will focus on the crafting 
of cabochons of difficult shapes or sizes. Much one-on-one attention will be given. 
Slabs will be provided but you may use your own with Instructor’s approval.    2 day 
class.  2nd Semester

Wirecraft -
     Basic

Lisa Roberts Learn the basics of twisting gold-filled and sterling silver wire to create wonderful 
wire-wrapped jewelry.  2 day class.  1st Semester

Wirecraft -
     Advanced

Lisa Roberts More advanced projects utilizing skills learned in the basic class.  
2 day class.  2nd Semester

Micromounting Paul Smith Micromounting is the art of preparing small mineral specimens so they can best be 
viewed under a microscope.  You will learn how to trim off excess material, mount 
your specimen on a pedestal and then in a small box.  For those wishing to stay in 
the class both semesters, the additional skill of photographing minerals through the 
microscope will be introduced.  2 day class offered both semesters or can be taken 
as a 4 day class.

Crystallography Jennie Smith Learn to identify and use crystal shapes in the study of mineralogy.  
2 day class.  Semester to be determined.

Silversmithing - 
     Basic

Richard Meszler Students will complete several projects geared to teaching and learning the basics 
of silversmithing - annealing, bending metal, soldering, piercing and polishing.  
2 day class.  1st Semester.

Silversmithing - 
     Intermediate

Richard Meszler Students will use skills learned in the basic class to complete a bezel set cabochon 
pin / pendant.  Prerequisite:  soldering, filing, basic silversmithing skills.
2 day class.  2nd Semester

Soapstone Carving
     

Inga Wells Learn how to create lovely small carvings from a soft material.  Minimal tools are 
used to achieve lovely results.  Let the object hidden in the stone come alive under 
your hand.  2 day class offered both semesters.

Forging
    (Tentative)

TBA Using hammers and a variety of shaped stakes can produce lovely pieces of jewelry.  
No soldering or other metalworking experience is required.  4 day class.

WILDACRES	CLASSES
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 Last month, we listed the nomi-
nees for officers (both for the re-
mainder of 2005 and for 2006).  
Here’s some background information 
on our nominees:

2005  2nd VP
 Frances Sick, Che-Hanna Rock 
and Mineral Society, Sayre, PA
 
 Fran has always loved geology and 
has been fascinated by rocks, miner-
als and fossils.  Her knowledge of the 
hobby was limited to what she could 
find time to read until she attended her 
first rock and mineral show in 1996. She 
enjoyed it so much that in 1997, she 
joined the Che-Hanna Rock and Mineral 
Club with the intention of learning more 
about the earth and it’s treasures. She 
found she really enjoys field collecting, 
but enjoys giving specimens away even 
more than digging them up herself.

 Some of Fran’s other favorite 
leisure activities are painting, drawing 
and crafts.  When she first attended 
Wildacres, shortly after becoming a 
club member, it opened a whole new 
world for her and she discovered a 
fondness for lapidary arts (even more 
than field collecting).  Fran doesn’t 
consider herself an expert in any 
hobby-related activities, but she en-
joys learning about all of them.  Her 
favorite thing about being a club and 
federation member is the wonderful 
and supportive people she has been 
able to meet and work with.

 Fran’s “area of expertise” is more in 
the business area. She retired from the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania after 31 
years as a social worker, staff trainer 
and manager of several programs.  Prior 
to that, Fran managed an accounting 
office, worked as a legal secretary, 
private secretary and in the banking 
industry. A few of Fran’s other activi-
ties have been fire company officer and 
ambulance captain, drug and alcohol 
executive board chairman and Fran was 
recently nominated as a member of the 
County Assistance Office Board of 

Directors.

 Fran has served as Che-Hanna 
Rock and Mineral Club Secretary 
for four years and in July, 2004, was 
elected President. Fran was a mem-
ber of the EFMLS Each One Teach 
One Committee for one year and has 
been chairman of that committee for 
the past six years. Currently, Fran is 
also General Show Chairman for the 
combined 2005 EFMLS Convention 
and Che-Hanna Club Show.

2006  President

 Wayne Sukow, Northern Virginia 
Rock and Mineral Society, Reston, VA

 Wayne began his mineral collecting 
and lapidary career in 1960, when his 
brother-in-law, a middle school earth 
science teacher, visited him in River 
Falls, WI and said, “Hey Wayne, I read 
that they have Lake Superior agates 
around here. Let’s look for some.”   In 
the late 1960’s, Wayne returned to 
graduate school at Washington State 
University that led him to numerous 
outings to collect star garnets from 
Emerald Creek and faceting quality 
garnets from St. Mary’s Idaho.  In the 
1970’s, Wayne “discovered” Copper 
Country on Michigan’s Upper Peninsula 
along with copper, silver and the many 
associated minerals. This led Wayne to 
study and write articles about them.

 During all of these “epochs”, 
Wayne joined several local gem and 
mineral clubs and served as an officer 
or bulletin editor.  Currently, Wayne is a 
member of 7 clubs from WA, MN, MI, 
and VA.  Sometime in 2003, he became 
the Assistant Director of EFMLS-
Wildacres and subsequent to the June 
2004 session, Wildacres Director.  For 
2005, Wayne is serving as EFMLS 1st  
Vice-President following an abbreviated 
stint as 2nd Vice-President in 2004.

 Wayne has an extensive collec-
tion of Priday, Carey plume agate, Old 
Blue Biggs jasper, Lake Superior ag-

ate, datolite crystals from worldwide
sources, and colored datolite nodules 
from MI.  Wayne has collected volca-
nic rock with tiny olivine crystals on a 
cinder cone near Mt. Erebus in Ant-
arctica and collected jade and agate 
on South Island in New Zealand.

 Wayne has been the Invited 
Plenary Session Speaker at the joint 
meeting of the American Federation 
of  Mineralogical Societies and the 
Midwest Federation of Mineralogical 
Societies in Houghton, MI.  In August 
2002, Wayne received First Place 
with highest honors in the education 
category of the 2002 AFMS slide 
program competition for a program 
titled, “Datolite: Crystals, Complex-
ity and Color”.  In December 2002, 
Wayne was the invited speaker at the 
National Meeting of the American 
Geophysical Union in San Francisco 
and presented a paper on “Teacher 
Participation in Earth Science, 
Oceanographic, and Physical Science 
Research.”  Wayne has also received 
First Place with highest honors in 
the education category of the 2003 
AFMS slide program competition for 
a program titled, “Datolite Nodules: 
Copper Country Color.”

 Wayne has published 11 mineral 
and 9 lapidary related publications. 
Wayne has given numerous presenta-
tions on Lake Superior agates, Cop-
per Country datolite, and datolite 
crystals.  All presentations have been 
given at rock clubs, mineral shows, 
and at Wildacres.  Wayne has vis-
ited more than 15 Mineral Museums 
worldwide and he has exhibited at 
more than 7 local, Regional, American 
Federation gem and mineral shows.

2006  1st VP

 Frances Sick - see above.

MEET	THE	NOMINEES!
from	the	EFMLS	Nominating	Committee,	Matt	Charsky,	Chair

continued on page 9
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2006  2nd VP

 Ellery Borow, Water-Oak Gem 
and Mineral Society, Waterville, ME

 Ellery is a member of the Water-
Oak Gem & Mineral Society as well 
as 3 other gem and mineral clubs in 
Maine and 2 clubs in Connecticut.  He
has served in numerous positions in-
cluding secretary, membership, pub-
licity, safety, and field trip chairman.  
Currently, Ellery is President of the 
Water-Oak club.  Ellery is also the 
editor of the Rocky Road newsletter 
and the chairman of the 35th Annual 
Mid-State Gem and Mineral Show.  
For the past 18 years, Ellery has been 
trying to visit numerous gem and min-
eral shows throughout New England.  
For the past 11 years, he has been at-
tending the EFMLS annual convention 
as a delegate or alternate.

 Lapidary, mineral collecting, mi-
cromounting, mineral photography, 
and silver and goldsmithing are some 
of Ellery’s active interests.  For the 
past 20 years, he has assisted with 
past EFMLS Region 1 and 2nd Vice-
President, Bill Longley’s traveling flu-
orescent mineral exhibit at regional 
gem & mineral shows in Waterville, 

MEET	THE	NOMINEES!
continued	from	page	8

Portland, and Augusta, Maine.  El-
lery is active in many aspects of the 
rock, gem & mineral society hobby in 
general.  Currently, Ellery is serving 
as secretary of the Maine Mineral 
Symposium and member-at-large of 
the Maine Mineral Park Committee.

 Ellery is looking forward to serv-
ing the EFMLS as 2nd Vice-President 
and working with a good team of offi-
cers and committee members.  He has 
great enthusiasm for the hobby and is 
not shy about sharing that enthusiasm 
with others.  Ellery is hoping to put his 
drive and determination to work for the 
future of the hobby and the EFMLS.

2006  Nominees for the Nominating 
Committee

 Cathy Gaber, Bethesda, MD                 
Past President of EFMLS

 Larry Vandergrift, Fairmont, WV           
Past President of EFMLS

 Additional nominations may be 
made to Matt Charsky, Chairman of the 
Nominating Committee prior to the an-
nual meeting or may be brought to the 
annual meeting on March 18, 2005.

 By the time you receive this news-
letter, your entries will have been 
judged and certificates and trophies 
are being processed. I hope that each 
of the editors who submitted entries 
can be at the Editors Breakfast on 
March 20. It is a wonderful opportunity 
to meet your fellow editors and get 
some good ideas for your own news-
letter, in addition to getting the rec-
ognition and support from your fellow 
Federation editors and members. 

 We’re hoping to be able to publish 
the results in the April EFMLS News-
letter, but if we miss the deadline, 
they will be in the May issue.

 Now for a very important and 
urgent request. Your help is des-
perately needed. Our pool of judges 
has been dwindling for a number of 
years now. Some are just too busy 
to continue, others no longer want to 
do it, are sick, feel they are getting 
too old, their eye sight is failing, and 
other reasons-all legitimate reasons 
not to say yes. This year, we had a 
handful of judges that could not say 
yes. Not only did this find us trying 
to find replacements, but even most 
names suggested said no. In the end, 
this meant we had several categories 
where we only had one judge. 

 I beg you, if you or anyone you 
know would be a good candidate to 
judge the BEAC entries, please contact 
me. Without judges, the contest cannot 
take place. To be fair, we would like 
to have at least two judges for each 
category. So put on your thinking cap 
and get your name or those you think 
might be a good candidates for judg-
ing to me as quickly as possible. We 
will soon be lining up our judges for 
2006 and your input is invaluable in 
that process. If you have any questions, 
don’t hesitate to contact me.

  Hope to see you all at Sayre. Have 
a safe trip.

THE	EDITOR ’S	CORNER
by	Mary	Bateman,	BEAC	Chair

SALE	OF	JAY	LININGER ’S	MINERALS
from	Joe	Dague

 Announcement has been made 
of the pending auction sale of the 
mineral collection of the late Jay 
Lininger.  The sale will be held On 
Friday, May 6, beginning at 1 P.M. 
and Saturday, May 7 beginning at 
9 A.M. at Yingling’s Auction Gallery, 
1980 Baltimore Pike, Gettysburg, 
MD.  There will be a viewing of all 
auction items on Thursday, May 6 
from noon until 8 P.M. and on Friday 
beginning at 9 A.M.

 Complete details, terms of sale 
and registration information can 

be obtained on Yingling’s website 
<www.yinglingsauction.com> or by call-
ing the gallery at 717-334-1568.    A 
sales catalogue will be available soon 
and can be obtained at a cost of $6 
from J.A. Dague, 1296 Falling Spring 
Rd; Chambersburg, PA 17201-9009.

 Jay’s collection is one of the best 
Pennsylvania mineral collections, but 
also includes many world-wide speci-
mens. 
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AFMS Endowment Fund *
 Open

AFMS Scholarship Foundation *
 Bob Livingston
   <bobliv@localnet.com>

AFMS Ways & Means *
 Warren Redford
  757-461-7862

All American Award *
 Hazel Remaley
  <northridge@infoblvd.net>

Auction
 Bruce Gaber
  <bg@his.com>

Audit
 Jean Groves
  <jgroves@myexcel.com>
  

Budget & Finance
 Wayne Sukow
   <cnsukow@erols.com>

Bulletin Editors Advisory *
 Open

Bylaws
 Steve Weinberger
   <cweinber@bcpl.net>

Club Rockhound of the Year *
 Cathy Gaber
   <bg@his.com>

Conservation & Legislation *
 Open

Convention Advisory
 William Lema
   <williamlema@cox.net>

Directory
 Carolyn Weinberger     
  <cweinber@bcpl.net>

Each One Teach One
 Fran Sick
  <Fran_and_Ed@webtv.net>

Eastern Foundation Fund
 Joy Bourne
   <csprings@epix.net>

Education – All American *
 Hazel Remaley
  <northridge@infoblvd.net>

Historian
 Susanna MacInnis
  <suemacndeb@aol.com>

Insurance Coordinator
 Carl Miller    
  <kobold1@erols.com>

Junior Activities *
 Kathy Hrechka
  <kkhrechka@msn.com>

Operating Procedures
 Steve Weinberger  (see Bylaws)

Parliamentarian
 Open

 

Public Relations *
 Barbara Fenstermacher
 (see Region VII Vice President)

Safety *
 Bill Klose
  <seagoatc@aol.com>

Show Coordinator
 William Lema
 (See Convention Advisory)

Slide & Video Librarian *
 Rick Harrison
  <rlh-ss@infoblvd.net>

Supplies
 Michael Kessler
 (See Region II Vice President)

Uniform Rules
 Susanna MacInnis (see Historian)

Ways & Means
 Open

Webmaster
 Dan Imel
  <lapidry@aol.com>

Wildacres Workshop Functioning Committee
 Esther Dunn, Chairperson
 
 Joy Bourne
  <csprings@epix.net>

 B. J. Bowman
   <bjb@pcwan.net>

 Bill Klose  
  <seagoatc@epix.net>

 Karen Lewis
 
 Pat Mummert
 
 Ethel Schuele
 

Wildacres Functioning (Continued)
 Steve Weinberger
  <cweinber@bcpl.net>

 Matt Charsky
  <Charsky.Matthew@epa.gov>

 Director
 Wayne Sukow
  <cnsukow@earthlink.net>

 Registrar
 Debbie Bard
  <debbard@frontier.net>

Nominating (Elected committee)
 Matt Charsky, Chair
  <Charsky.Matthew@epa.gov>

 B. J. Bowman
  <bjb@pcwan.net>

 Harvey Brickman
  <evannac@cs.com>

 John Davis
 

 Barbara Sky
 
 
 Paul Smith
  <jpmicros@aol.com>

 Reivan Zeleznik
  <rzlapidary@yahoo.com

EFMLS	COMMITTEE	CHAIRS

REGIONAL		VICE	PRESIDENTS

Region I
 Kathleen Collins 
 <kathleenc55@cox.net>

Region II
 Michael Kessler
 <quartz7228@aol.com>

Region III
 John Baumler
 <baumler@borg.com>

Region IV
 Jennie R. Smith
 <jpmicros@aol.com>

Region V
 Judy Budnik
 <wisoh@msn.com>

Region VI
 Barbara Fenstermacher
 <bfenster2@bellsouth.net>

Region VII
 Brenda Hankins
 <MissAgate@aol.com>

Region VIII
 Jeff Ursillo
 <BMNMJeff@aol.com>

*Also Eastern Representative to 
American Federation Committee

2005	EFMLS	Wildacres	Registration
PLEASE, ONLY one person per form per session

CHECK ONE:    June 3 - 9__________     September 12 - 18__________

 Please fill out a separate registration form for each person attending and return to DEBBIE BARD, Registrar at 
8085 Old 126, Warfordsburg, PA 17267.   No registration will be accepted prior to January 1, 2005.  (To make it 
easier for the registrar and others, please do not change or revise this form.  You may photocopy it as needed.)

Name (as you wish it to appear on your name badge):_______________________________________________

Street:____________________________City:_____________________State:_________Zip:___________

Telephone number with area code: _________________________     e-mail:___________________________

Club/Society Affiliation:__________________________________________________________________

Fee for each session is $280.00 per person.  Deposit is $140 per person, payable with registration.  
 Make checks payable to “EFMLS”.  Balance of $140 is due 30 days prior to start of session.

Cancellation policy:  If unable to attend, fees paid will be refunded if notification is given prior to one month 
 before the session begins.  No refund will be made after that date.

Circle appropriate responses:

Have you been to Wildacres before?  Yes   No       Is your Club sponsoring you?     Yes   No

Do you need a roommate?  Yes   No  Are you:    Male    Female    (No single rooms are available)

Do you have any physical handicaps and / or special dietary needs?     Yes  No 
  If YES, please explain on reverse side.

Do you have material for exhibiting that you would be willing to display at Wildacres?     Yes       No
  If YES, please contact Esther Dunn at 334-774-2172.  Lined display cases are available.

Do you have a skill to demonstrate or a program to share (up to 40 minutes)?      Yes      No
  If YES, please contact Cathy Gaber at <bg@his.com>, or 301-654-7479.

Class Pre-registration.  
 See EFMLS Newsletter or Website for class offerings. <www.amfed.org/efmls/wildacres.htm>
 
 Which of the classes being offered would you like to take?  We will be preregistering you for classes you 
indicate. When a class is full NO others will be assigned to that class, and you will be assigned your next class 
choice(s).  You will have an opportunity to make changes once you arrive at Wildacres.
  
 1st____________________________________      3rd____________________________________
  
 2nd___________________________________   4th_____________________________________

(No registrations accepted prior to January 1, 2005)
  Mail to:  Debbie Bard, Wildacres Registrar  
     8085 Old 126
     Warfordsburg, PA 17267

If you have any questions, please contact either Debbie Bard, Registrar at <debbard@frontiernet.net> or 717-294-
3667  or  Wayne Sukow, Director at <cnsukow@erols.com> or 703-280-8108 
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EFMLS	NEWS
 Carolyn Weinberger, Editor
 PO Box 302
 Glyndon, MD 21071-0302

VISIT	THE	EFMLS	WEBSITE

<www.amfed.org.efmls>

VISIT	A	SHOW
from	William	Lema

 If you are an EFMLS member 
club and would like to have your 
show or swap listed here, send 
information to William Lema, 
EFMLS Show Coordinator at 74 
Ninth St; E. Providence, RI 02914 
or e-mail <williamlema@cox.net>.

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT #17

GLYNDON, MD 21071

February:
 26-27:   12th Annual James Campbell Memo-
rial Gem, Mineral & Fossil Show sponsored by the 
Capital District Mineral Club and the New York 
State Academy of Mineralogy.  New York State 
Museum, Empire State Plaza, Albany, NY.

 26 – 27:  46th Annual Gem, Mineral, Fossil 
& Jewelry Show sponsored by the Mississippi 
Gem & Mineral Society. A & I Buildings, State 
Fairgrounds at High Street, 

March: 
 5 – 6:  42nd Annual Earth Science Gem 
& Mineral Show sponsored by the Delaware 
Mineralogical Society. Delaware Technical and 
Community College @ I-95 Exit 4B, Church-
mans Road (Rt 58) Newark (Stanton), DE.

 5  - 6: Annual Gems, Minerals, Fossils 
and Meteorite Show, sponsored by Excalibur 
Mineral Corp. and hosted by the New York Min-
eralogical Club. Holiday Inn –– Midtown, 440 W. 
57th Street, New York City, NY 

 11-13:  Annual Gem & Mineral Show spon-
sored by the Aiken Gem, Mineral & Fossil Society  
and Augusta Gem and Mineral Society.  Julian 
Smith Casino, 2200 Broad Street Augusta, GA 

 12-13:  16th Annual Clifton Gem & Mineral 
Show sponsored by the North Jersey Mineral-
ogical Society.  Pope John Paul II Elementary 
School, 775 Valley Rd; Clifton, NJ

 18 – 20: 36th Annual Che-Hanna Rock 
& Mineral Show and 55th EFMLS Conven-
tion & Show.  Athens Township Fire Hall, 
Sayre, PA.  Show March 19-20.  EFMLS 
Annual Meeting – March 18.

 19-20:  41st Annual Gem-Mineral-Fossil 
Show presented by the Gem, Lapidary & Min-
eral Society of Montgomery County, MD. Mont-
gomery County Fairgrounds, Gaithersburg, MD

 19 - 20: 46th Annual Gem, Mineral and 
Jewelry Show, sponsored by the Tampa Bay 
Mineral & Science Club, Florida State Fair-
grounds, Tampa FL.

 19-20 : 33rd Annual Show sponsored by 
Island Rock Hounds.  Westbury High School, Post 
Rd. and Jericho Tpke.; Old Westbury, NY.

April :
 1-3:  Atlantic Micromounters Confer-
ence sponsored by the Micromounters of the 
National Capital Area.  MD Hospital Center, 
Elkridge, MD.  For info & registration, contact 
Steve Weinberger <cweinber@bcpl.net>.

 April 2 -3:  37th Annual Gem, Mineral & 
Fossil Show sponsored by the Buffalo Geological 
Society, Hamburg Fairgrounds, Hamburg, NY.

 9 – 10:  Philadelphia Mineral Treasures 
and Fossil sponsored by the Philadelphia Min-
eralogical Society and Delaware Paleontological 
Society.  LuLu Temple, 5140 Butler Pike, Plym-
outh Meeting, PA.

 23-24: 33rd Annual New Jersey Earth 
Science Association Gem & Mineral Show 
sponsored by the Franklin-Ogdensburg Min-
eralogical Society, NJ Earth Science Assoc. & 
Sterling Hill Mining Museum.  Franklin School, 
Washington Av., Franklin, NJ.

 April 30 – May 1:  42nd New England Gem & 
Mineral Show hosted by the North Shore Rock 
& Mineral Club.  Topsfield Fairgrounds, Coolidge 
Hall & Trade Building. Topsfield, MA.

 April 30 – May 1:  Fulton County Mineral 
Show sponsored by the Fulton County Mineral 
Club.  Johnstown Moose Lodge, Johnstown, NY

May: 
 21:  Annual Swap and Sell at Goucher 
sponsored by the Chesapeake Gem & Mineral 
Society.  Goucher College, Kraushaar Pavilion.  
Dulaney Valley Rd at I-695; Towson, MD. 

 21:  Annual Micromineral Symposium spon-
sored by The Micromounters of New England.  
Hudson, MA Elks Club. For further information 
contact Mike Swanson at (413) 773-3867 or 
<msmicros@crocker.com>.


