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Recommenped!  Has Your CLu Hap A Goop PHysicaL?

by Bob Livingston, EFMLS Past President

First of a three-part series.

Beginning in 2000, as second VP

of the Eastern Federation, I became

keenly aware of

the fact that

every year,

\ clubs were

dropping by

s ) the wayside.

Why, I won-

dered? This at

the same time others were doing OK
and in many cases thriving.

In our federation, we have several
clubs going over, or near 100 years.
Again, how come? Within reason, it
seems all seven federations and AFMS
have a vested interest in doing things
to help our clubs remain successful.
As for me personally, and as a past
president of EFMLS, I havenit liked
what I have seen with our Eastern club
population sliding downhill with a loss
of approximately 1 to 3 clubs per year
for the past 20 years.

I do not have statistics for other
federations, but from what | have
observed at other regional and AFMS
annual meetings, know others also have
suffered many more losses than they
would like. No federation can stay on
good footing with that magnitude of
losses forever. Plus it could ultimately
affect even our healthy clubs. That said,
I have made it a passion of mine to read
and gather as much as I can on this, and
more importantly, try to learn why, by
observing and talking with key members
and ofpcers of many clubs. The contact

and exchange at regional shows and
conventions plus chat time at Wildacres
provided lots of invaluable input.

I will attempt in this series to spell
out in simple terms what I learned, and
offer specipc things club ofpcers and
committee chairs together with mem-
bers might work on to perhaps extend
club life.

First off, as the biblical verse goes,
there is ¢a time to be born, and a time to
die.d Like man, itis interesting that clubis
100, go through a similar oLife Cycle.d It
looks like the bell curve below:

Birth Growth Years Healthy &

Sustaining Decline
(sometimes rapid)
Death

Before it is too late, I imagine
many of you are wondering, how might
you determine if your club has a prob-
lem? Heed some warning signs:

PULSE: Observe, are your mem-
bers dwindling down to a precious few?
Is your treasury getting perilously low?
Is your club composed more and more
of Seniors? These are all telltale
signs that you need a new routine --
club probably needs help for improved
long term survival.

BLOOD PRESSURE: If you do not
have a club newsletter and some sort
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of rallying point fund raiser, it is hard
to conceive that you will not be heading
for a major problem(s) sooner rather
than later.

ORDER SOME TESTS: Failing on
the above, you can always survey your
members. Ask what they like most and
what least about their club and ask for
suggestions for improvement. Most
times, they will tell you for sure.

see iPhysicalT on page 3
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THE JANUARY CHEERS!
by Ellery Borow, EFMLS President

Greetings!

We share the loss of one of our team members
with the untimely passing of Cathy Gaber. Her contri-
butions, not only to the EFMLS, but also to her friends
and the mineral world will long be remembered. Our
thoughts of sympathy go out to Bruce.

i

You all know what January means - yes, it means m; IA o Ill ‘é
than many of us will make New Yearis Resolutions, but ‘ g =
it also means that by January 22nd your reservations and registrations for the 2008
EFMLS convention must be in the hands of the General Show Chair and the EFMLS
Secretary. Please send your applications in early and make an effort to attend the
EFMLS 58th Annual Convention in Jackson, MS. We would like a great attendance to
support the EFMLS and recognize the 50th Anniversary of the host club, the Missis-
sippi Gem and Mineral Society.

IT one is looking for another reason to attend, there are several of them - just
look at the announcements and programs mentioned in recent issues of the EFMLS
News. This yearsigathering promises to be an extraordinary time. One very important
issue to be discussed and voted upon during the EFMLS Board of Directors meeting
is the proposal and bylaws change to increase the EFMLS dues by 25 cents per voting
member and respond to the anticipated 25 cent per member dues increase of the
AFMS. We are long over-due for a change in our dues structure. The AFMS dues,
for example, were last changed in 1994 and took effect in 1995 - thatis 12 years ago.
The last EFMLS dues change was even earlier! Over the intervening years, 1im sure
everyone understands the price we pay at the gas pump has risen dramatically. The
price the Federation pays for postage, printing, purchasing awards and trophies have
all increased as well. We need to address the important issue of dues and we need your
input. Please make an effort to have your club represented at this important meeting
in Jackson. Make your voice heard.

January is also a time for many to make New Yearis Resolutions. Have you made
any rockhound resolutions? I you have done so, 1 hope you are able to follow through,
because many resolutions made this time of year are inspired by seeds of grand ideas
planted earlier. IT you are still looking for a rockhound resolution, lid like to offer
an idea. We all understand the needs of our future - keep rock collecting sites open,
encourage new members, learn and share what we learn. For our future we also need
to encourage our junior members to join in and participate in our clubis activities. The
idea Iid like to express is a simple one - if one knows of a worthy candidate, how about
sponsoring or supporting one or ore juniors? How about offering a break on the juniors
(or his or her family) membership dues, or some other award if a junior presents a
program, or writes an article for the club newsletter, or organizes a club activity, or
perhaps helps man the okidso activity booth at a club show? This grand idea, like many
grand ideas needs support to become a reality. How can you resolve to help a junior?
After all, if we are going to make the effort to keep rock collecting sites open, we
should make sure we continue to have enough young members coming along to enjoy
the fruits of our effort.

IT you have a program to support juniors, please share your ideas. Help sup-
port the grand idea of supporting our future... of supporting our junior members.
lim all ears.

Ellery
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LATEST NEws Asout WILDACRES

by Steve Weinberger, WA Functioning Committee Chair

As 1 write this, snow is falling
outside and the temperature hovers
in the 20is. The icy
winds that howled
around my home for
the last two days are
gone, but it sure looks
like winter is upon us.
What better time to
start thinking about
warmer weather,
warm friendships
and...Wildacres!

Director Wayne Sukow has made a
few changes to the classes welill be of-
fering. The complete list along with a
brief description of each can be found
on the following pages and on the EFMLS
website «svww.amfed.org/efmis>.

Registration begins January 1 - and
we encourage you to register early in
order to ensure being
| able to take the class
or classes you list as
choice #1 on your
registration. Class
size in classes is lim-
ited so that students
can receive maximum
assistance from their
instructor. A formis
included on page 16
of this issue, or you can download one
from the EFMLS website.

I look forward to spending time
with you this year at Wildacres -
whether itis the spring or fall session.
Do plan on joining us and sharing what
we believe to be a gem of a week.

PHYSICAL
continued from page 1

For us, based on scientipc and
medical studies and reports we read,
we can personally maintain our health
by: having regular check-ups, control-
ling amount and what we eat, exercising
more, taking corrective action early,
and doing things in moderation and in
a safe way to extend our life span as
much as possible. I am an optimist, so
with clubs there too seem to be a few
things that may extend life. Afterall,
your goal should be to get your club
to the point and state of health that
yours too will be one of them still going
strong after a century.

IMPORTANT: Club make up, prob-
lem areas, and dedication to the task
at hand vary all over the lot. So there
can be no guarantees by the author or
any federation that any suggestions in
this 3-part series will be a magic pill
in your case. This collection offers
suggestions only to perhaps help a
struggling club get back on its feet.

Next Month: Second of this 3-part
series -- 0ls There a oFountain of
Youthé for Our Clubs?

Some CapimoL Rocks
by Betsy Oberheim, Jr. Activities Chair

The United States Dept. of the
Interior Geological Survey has a won-
derful booklet called 0Building Stones
of our Nationis Capitolé. Backed up
with this booklet, some research
and samples, 1 asked some questions;
0What rocks do you think make up many
of the buildings in Washington D C?,
The White House?, Washington Monu-
ment?0.  Marble , of course, is the
logical choice, but limestone and gran-
ite became popular after the 1900is.
Where these building materials came
from is amazing! Schist and gneiss
from the Piedmont province was used,
sandstone from Aquia Creek, (close
and handy; although poor quality) was
also popular. 0Calico rocké; Potomac
marble (predominantly limestone and
quartz pebbles cemented together in
a calcareous matrix) was very beauti-
ful and desired but often yawed and
frustrating to work with. Also close
by and used in the late 1800is was a
red Seneca sandstone, later marble
from as close as Baltimore and as
far as Italy became the material of
choice. The Washington Monument is
composed of marble from 3 differ-
ent sources! Indiana limestone, and
Minnesota granite also became popu-
lar. These are just a few fascinating
fact from the booklet. The kids then
played a matching game; guessing the
material that made up the building they
choose, or researching where it was
from. If you go to the Smithsonian,
in the Natural History Museum, in the
Hall of Minerals; You can look out the
window and all the buildings you can see
are identiped as to the type on rocks
used in their construction. A beautiful
and informative view!

We also identiped the specimens
I brought and matched them with the
buildings. Itis difficult to acquire
samples from the original sources
(some are now underwater) but the
basic limestone, marble, granite, etc.
are available. And wouldnit a peld trip
to DC be a great idea!

CoMMUNICATION AND INVOLVEMENT ARE THE KEeYs To Our Success!
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SAFETY FIRST...AND LasT!!
by Jim Doran, Safety Chair

I would like to congratulate Bill
Klose for the
great job he did
as the Eastern
Federationis

Safety Chair.
I hope you
took the time
to read his ar-
ticles as 1 did.
I have some big

b

steel-toed boots to pll, and 1 hope
Iim up to the task.

For my prst ofpcial article as your
Safety Chair, 1 thought 1 would tell
you a little about myself.

Iim originally from New Jersey,
and moved to Richmond, Virginia,
almost 29 years ago. 1 have liked
rocks and minerals since 1 was a kid.
I graduated from Belmont Abbey Col-
lege, Belmont, North Carolina, where
I met Professor Jack Hanahan, who,
as many of you may or may not know,
was well known in the mineral hobby,
and especially, in the Eastern Federa-
tion and with Wildacres. He basically
rekindled my interest in the hobby.

I am currently the President of
The Richmond Gem & Mineral Society,
and have also been their Field Trip Di-
rector, among other positions which 1
have held in the club.

My articles may be different from
Billis in content, but not intent. I hope
to make you think about things you
hadnit thought about before.

I also would ask for input from
clubs. You probably have great ideas.
Please send me any suggestions.

Bill, youire going to be a tough act
to follow, but 1im ready for the chal-
lenge ahead!

2007 ALL-AMericaN AwaRD

by Pat Pitkin, EFMLS Chair

By now, you should have chosen
a committee in
your local club
to review and
assemble the
information for
your All-Ameri-
can Club oYear-
bookoé. It is still
not too late to
begin. Every
hike begins with the prst step.

John Washburn had a good ar-
ticle in the AFMS newsletter for
some interesting details. 1 would like
to address the topic of opoints taken
off the total judging for the lack of
a Junior Program in your clubd. John
assures me that his home group has
received gold awards without a 0Junior
Clubd. But much emphasis should be put
on pictures and newsletter articles and
other proof that your Juniors are tak-
ing an active part in programs in your
group, and also at the Club sponsored
Shows. Documentation of activities are
very important in this category.

I like the idea of the Juniors tak-
ing part WITH the adults in a regular
meeting. Both Adults and Juniors learn
from this process. Efforts should be
made to pnd Mentors for these ac-

tivities. Drum up some enthusiasm
for learning to beef up your regular
programs. Choose a topic of inter-
est and set up a oside displayé that
ALL can learn from. Little quizzes to
answer as people view these displays
help the learning process. Adults can
take turns setting up these displays,
or Juniors can set up displays to stump
the chumps. No one person has to do
it all the time. Variety of ideas spark
interest. Interaction is the key to suc-
cess and makes a night out worth the
effort. Small 0Rockd oriented prizes
can be awarded to winners in the
contests. Be sure to take pictures to
document these activities.

Rules and application forms for the
All-American Award oYearbooké for
2007 are in the November issue Ameri-
can Federation Newsletter, or you can
pnd it on the web at «mww.amfed.org/
AACA2007Application.pdf.>

Deadline to me is February 15th.
IT you have questions, contact me at
<thornyoldrose@gmail.com> or 610-
488-1817. Good Luck and may your
entry win!

CaLL For 2009 Bupcet ReQuEsTs

by Mary Bateman, Ist Vice President

budget will be approved.

Ofpcers, committee chairs and anyone else who has responsibility for a
budget line, your budget estimates are due no later than January 2 for pscal
year 2009 . It feels as if we just submitted our budget pgures for 2008
and it is already time to do so for 2009. The reason for the early submission
is our 2008 annual meeting will be in February 2008 at which time the 2009

Please submit, no later than January 2, your budget estimate to Mary
Bateman by phone (703.521.4614), e-mail <mbateman@sifma.org> or by snail
mail (2700 South 9th Street, #203, Arlington, Virginia 22204.2328). If
you have any questions or suggestions, please feel free to contact Mary.
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CATHERINE J. GABER

The Eastern Federation lost one of its team members at the end of
November with the untimely passing of Cathy Gaber at the age of 57.

Cathy was born in Alexandria, VA and lived most of her life in the Wash-
ington, DC area. Her o¢formalé education was in
History and Anthropology and was employed for
about 20 years in the computer peld where she
did programming, systems analysis and database
administration. A constant learner, Cathy subse-
quently took classes in a variety of crafts - PMC,
and chain making to name just two, and, after she
and husband Bruce became interested in minerals,
pursued classes in mineralogy as well eventually
turning that interest into a stint as a volunteer in
the Smithsonian Institutionis minerals division.

Shortly after becoming interested in miner-
als, Cathy and Bruce joined a local club where they soon began, what was
to become a life-long involvement in leadership positions. She was soon
nominated for an EFMLS position, rising through the ranks until, in 1997,
she became president. Her involvement with EFMLS did not cease with the
end of her term however. Cathy soon became 0Sharing Time6 Coordinator
for the Federation workshops at Wildacres and was often called upon to
teach classes - mineral identipcation, Precious Metal Clay, and chain making
- and most recently served as Speaker Coordinator. She also participated in
some very unigque, and often hilarious skits during the Wildacres Fun Night
programs. Who could ever forget her wicked sense of humor?

She was also involved in the Rochester Mineralogical Symposium for
which she invited individuals to set up displays and, with Bruce, collected
auction donations from the various dealers present.

Believing that those involved with the Wildacres Workshop should be
recognized, in 1997 she inaugurated what has become an annual award - The
Wildacres Appreciation Award.

Cathy also pursued her interest in writing - and she did it exceptionally
well. Her contributions to such publications as 0Stone, Metal & Glassé , Rocks
& Minerals, as well as newsletters of the three clubs that she belonged to
were extremely well researched and well written.

A special fund, 0The Catherine J. Gaber Fund for Education in Miner-
alogyd, is being established in her memory. Contributions may be mailed
to George Robinson, %A.E. Seamon Mineral Museum, 1400 Townsend Dr;
Houghton, M1 49931-1295.

She is survived by her husband Bruce, her mother, sister and brother.

Cathy was an outgoing person - a friend to many - and an amazingly
talented individual. Her death of complications from diabetes has robbed
us all of a wonderful talent. It was a privilege to know her and an honor to
be considered her friend.

Carolyn Weinberger

L.J. PURSIFULL

L. J. Pursifull, who served as
EFMLS president in 1958 has died
at the age of 87.

Born in Kentucky, he moved to
the Virginia Peninsula shortly after
graduating from college with an
Aeronautical Engineering degree.
He worked for a time for NASA,
then moved on to a position with
MTMC Transportation Engineering
Agency as an engineer at Ft. Eustis,
VA. He retired in 1976, but never
one to just sit, he began volunteering
at the Virginia Living Museum.

In addition to his interest in
rocks and minerals, he loved to
hunt and psh, square dance, ski and
travel.

Most of us who are active in the
EFMLS never had the opportunity to
meet L.J., but his work for the Fed-
eration certainly helped frame the
organization so it remains a strong
and vital one.

He is survived by Pauline, his
wife of 65 years, a daughter, son,
two granddaughters and a great
grandson.

Contributions in his memory may
be made to either

AFMS Scholarship Foundation

% Bob Livingston

59 Ely Drive

Fayetteville, NY 13066

(checks payable to AFMS

Scholarship Foundation)

or
Eastern Foundation Fund
% Fran Sick
PO Box 5
Dushore, PA 18614-0005
(checks to EFF)

CoMMUNICATION AND INvOLVEMENT ARe THE Kevs T0 OuR Success!

EFMLS News -- January, 2008 5




ProGRrAM LiBRARY NEWS
by Ken Tudor, Librarian

The northward migration north
of the EFMLS video library was ac-
complished thanks to the combined
efforts of Rick Harrison, Ellery Borow
and myself each meeting another in a
series of relays, which mostly occurred
on the drier edges of some rains pass-
ing through the areas as well. Thanks
to both Rick and Ellery for their as-
sistance in getting it here. The collec-
tion itself is continuing to settle in to
its new roost. It has been a bit of a
surprise, to this old rockhound, as to
the quantity and variety of materials
that are available for your club to use
as it continues to get settled into itis
new nesting site.

In the prst month of service as
your librarian I was pleased to see that
several clubs do use the service with
about seven items being sent out.

One of these was returned with a
little extra bonus, thanks to Bret Cad-
mus of the Berks Mineralogical Society
who put slide program #112 0Explor-
ing Meteorite And Tektite Myster-
iesd into PowerPoint presentations.
He returned two slightly different
versions, the original version and one
with a few updated views on the same
disk so if you decide to check it out,
you will get both versions on the same
CD-R. Thanks for your addition to the
collection Bret. The new PowerPoint
format will be available as #112-A if
you would like to check it out for your
clubis viewing pleasure and education.

With the upgrades in broadcasting
that are expected to effect us all in
the next year or so as analog disap-
pears and digital completely takes
over, I am in the process converting
as many of the VHS programs we offer
into DVD format...it will take a while
to accomplish this. The few done to
date allow for incredibly better stills if
you pause to look at a specimen during
presentation...if there is a VHS pro-
gram you would prefer in DVD format,
let me know and 1 will see what 1 can

ScHoLarsHIP DonaTions Coutd Use A Boost From YOU

by Bob Livingston, Scholarship Coordinator

While check writing for year-end
donations is fresh
in mind, please
consider making a
donation (club or
personal) to the
AFMS Scholarship
Foundation. -- A
most worthwhile
cause and certainly
related to the long term success of our
hobby. Donit get me wrong, you all really
came through for us in the pscal year
ended October 31. Thanks somuch! But
quite frankly, we are off to a slow start
and your help would be most appreciated
now. Donations are tax deductible and
are a great way to remember someone
who did something special for you and/or
your club. They also provide a wonderful
way to honor someone from your club or
personal life who has recently passed.

Since our last article, 1 am happy
to report on two clubs who have
reached new plateaus in our tracking:

Manasota Rock & Gem Club has
reached 1700% as they honored Al-
fred DeFranco and Haguette Shapiro
with memorial donations.

Gem & Mineral Society of Syra-
cuse reached 4200% with its annu-
al donation.

Our year ended with 33 donations
totaling $3552.49. Our total had a one
time skew due to a large donation by
they Queens Mineral Society. While
we are most appreciative of that, we
never like to see a club disband as
they did. We wish them the best, as
they have integrated into another New
York City club.

I will gladly wade through the up-
state New York snow to our mailbox, so
keep those letters and checks (made
out to AFMS Scholarship Foundation)
coming please to me: Bob Livingston,
AFMS Scholarship Coordinator, 59 Ely
Drive, Fayetteville, NY 13066.

do, not all tapes may be transferable.

Please note that the correct phone
number to reach me at is (207)-827-
4131. Itwas accidentally listed incor-
rectly in some previous issues. If you
are calling on weekdays, it is best to
call between 6:00 pm and 10:00 pm
Eastern time.

Thanks to all for their patience
and support. Hope to hear from more
of you soon.

Ken Tudor
<kentudor@yahoo.com>
PO Box 332

Orono, ME 04473-0332
207-827-4161

ByLAws CHANGES
by Steve Weinberger

No, it wasnit a dangling chad that
created the confusion last month when
we printed the proposed changes to
the Bylaws, but rather a misplaced line.
We regret the error and confusion this
may have caused.

The proposals have been printed
again this month - with that line now
in the correct place. These changes
will be discussed and voted on at the
EFMLS Convention in Jackson, MS
this February.

The proposed Bylaws changes can
be found on page 9.
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ReGIONAL VICE PRESIDENTS

Region 1
Kathleen Collins
<kathleenc55@cox.net>

Region 11
Michael Kessler
<quartz7228@aol.com>

Region 111
Hazel Remaley
<northridge@localnet.com>

Region 1V
Dee Tinsley
<yydeetin@gmail.com>

EFMLS CommiTTeE CHAIRPERSONS

AFMS Endowment Fund *
Joy Bourne
<csprings@epix.net>

AFMS Scholarship Foundation *
Bob Livingston
<gemguy@verizon.net>

AFMS Ways & Means *
To be appointed

All American Award *
Pat Pitkin
<thornyoldrose@gmail.com>

Auction
Bruce Gaber
<bg@his.com>

Audit
Donald Pitkin
<pitkind@earthlink.net>

Boundaries *
Carl Miller
<koboldl@erols.com>

Budget & Finance
Mary Bateman
<see page 2)

Bulletin Editors Advisory *
Natalie Darling
<gmsleditor@adelphia.net>

Bylaws
Steve Weinberger
<cscrystals2@verizon.net>

Club Rockhound of the Year *
Mary Fraser
<rfraser@maine.rr.com>

Conservation & Legislation *
Clyf Bourne
<csprings@epix.net>

Convention Advisory
Matt Charsky
<Charsky.Matthew@epamail.epa.gov>

Directory
Carolyn Weinberger (see Editor)

Each One Teach One
Hazel Remaley
<northridge@localnet.com>

Eastern Foundation Fund
Fran Sick
<ednfran@epix.net>

Education 0 All American *
Pat Pitkin
<thornyoldrose@gmail.com>

Historian
Susanna Maclnnis
<sumacndeb@aol.com>

Insurance Coordinator
Carl Miller
<koboldl@erols.com>

Junior Activities *
Betsy Oberheim
<aoberheim3@comcast.net>

Operating Procedures
Steve Weinberger
<cscrystals2@verizon.net>

Parliamentarian
Steve Weinberger (see Bylaws)

Safety *
Jim Doran
<jpdoran@comcast.net>

Region V
Judy Budnik
<wisoh@msn.com>

Region VI
Doug Dover
<ddover@carolina.rr.com>

Show Coordinator
Matt Charsky
(See Convention Advisory)

Slide & Video Librarian *
Ken Tudor
<kentudor@yahoo.com>

Supplies
Merrill Dickinson
<medsearchnorth@comcast.net>

Uniform Rules
Susanna Maclnnis
<sumacndeb@aol.com>

Ways & Means
To be appointed

Webmaster
Dan Imel
<lapidry@aol.com>

Wildacres Workshop Functioning Committee
Steve Weinberger, Chair
<cscrystals2@verizon.net>

B. J. Bowman
<bjb@wildblue.net>
Jim Doram

<jpdoran@comcast.net>

Bill Klose
<seagoatc@epix.net>

Karen Lewis
703-243-5823

Carl Miller
<kobold1@erols.com>

Fran Sick
<ednfran@epix.net>

Region VI1
Betty James
<mineralid@jam.rr.com>

Region VII1
Barbara Ringhiser
<bar5678@aol.com>

Wildacres - Continued
Director
Wayne Sukow
<d8olite@fastmail. fm>

Registrar
Barbara Edge
<barbara.edge@gmail.com>

Nominating (Elected committee)
Reivan Zeleznik, Chair

<rzlapidary@yahoo.com

Esther Dunn
334-774-2172

Barbara Fenstermacher
<bfenster2@bellsouth.net>

K.C. Foster
<katrinkaper@hotmail.com>

Sue Maclnnnis
<sumacndeb@aol.com>

Fran Sick
<ednfran@epix.net>
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