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RECOGNITION AWARD PRESENTED AT ROSWELL
by Jim Robinson, AFMS Past President

 Each year the Past Presidents' Advisory Committee has the honor and privilege of 
recognizing an individual who has made an outstanding contribution to the AFMS and the 
Rockhounding community as a whole.  This year our honoree is well know to us all.

 Since 1994 when she became Programs Competition Chair, she has done an outstanding 
job of administering the program.  Her well-publicized committee oversees the acquisition 
of entries from individuals throughout the United States.  Once programs are received for 
the competition, our recipient videoptapes each so they can easily be forwarded to her 
committee members for evaluation.  She works diligently to ensure fair judging of the sub-
mitted programs before awarding prizes at each AFMS annual meeting.  She follows up by 
forwarding comments to the autors of submitted programs and assists them in improving 
areas that the various judges deem in need of additional work.  In recent years, acknowl-
edging the advent of the digital age, she has encouraged the use of PowerPoing programs 
for showing via computer, as well as continuing to accept slide programs.

 Following judging, our recipient has the winning programs duplicated and distributed to 
each regional federation, maintaining the master copy in her library.  She is constantly seeking 
the least expensive resource for duplication, thus saving the AFMS countless dollars over the 
years.

 Our recipient ensures that her committee is a working one.  She includes AFMS vice presi-
dents each year as well as each regional federation program librarian.

 In addition to individual projects, she also searches commercial, educational institu-
tions and museums for possible sources for inclusion in the regional federation program 
libraries.

 Recognizing that slide programs are rapidly becoming obsolete and that current programs 
are losing their color due to age, she is investigating options for long range storage of these 
aging programs using digital methods.

 It gives me great pleasure to present the 2007 AFMS Recognition Award to:

Marge Collins

             Past Presidents' Advisory Council
             Recognition Award Committee

             Jim Robinson, Chair
             Bill Smith
             Marve Starbuck
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 The AFMS Convention and Show in Roswell are now over.  I want to 
thank the Chaparral Rockhounds for being such wonderful hosts and 
putting on a terrific convention.    

 This year in Roswell, the AFMS was showing its age.  Many of the 
people we depend upon to keep it running were absent from this year’s 
show, primarily due to illness.  Following is a list of key missing persons:

  Eastern was missing Carolyn Weinberger, First Regional Vice Presi-
dent of the AFMS.
  Midwest was missing John Blue, Third Regional Vice President of the 
AFMS.
 Northwest was missing Rocky McCall, Fourth Regional Vice President of the AFMS.
 Southeast Federation was missing Don Monroe, Fifth Regional Vice President of the AFMS
 Joy Bourne, Chair of Endowment Fund, and the new President-Elect was missing.
 California was missing Bural LaRue, Vice President of CFMS
 Northwest was missing Chuck Sonner, President of NFMS
 South Central was missing Ike House, Vice President of SCFMS
 South Central was missing Steve Henegar, Vice President of SCFMS
 Central Office was missing, Steve Weinberger
 The Uniform Rules was missing Jim Hurlbut, Chair
 Marge Collins, Program Competition Chair was missing.

 That is quite a list. Fortunately, none of the illnesses that I know about were life threatening, thanks to 
the miracles of modern medicine; so our key players will be back.  Nevertheless, the message here is that 
these people have been doing yeoman duty to the AFMS for many years, and they need help.  As Dracula 
was quoted as saying: “We need young blood”.  Nuff said,

 The Show and Convention in Roswell was, to say the least, fun.  The weather was as predicted - hot but 
dry - with cool mornings and pleasant late evenings.  The convention hall was air conditioned to the point 
that it was very comfortable even with all of the extra wattage produced from all of the exhibitors and 
vendors lights.  The meeting and banquet rooms at the Sally Port were very nice.  They had some problems 
with the sound system, but that is normal for most of the AFMS Conventions that I have attended.

 The annual meeting on Wednesday went smoothly.  We were able to receive our reports, conduct our 
business and be finished before the lunch hour was over.  The recommended changes to the Op’s all passed.  
A motion from the floor to provide additional funding to the Ad-hoc Advertising Committee failed.

 The 60th Anniversary Birthday Bash on Thursday night was attended by 127 people (Richard Jaeger 
and I had only assumed snacks for 50).  Each living Past President of the AFMS was introduced, and asked 
to say a few words, if he or she was present .  Most of them were brief.  The “Last Ten Years” booklets were 
handed out to those present, along with a coffee mug that had the show logo.  A good time was had by all.

 The scholarship auction that was held Friday was a record.  Twenty stones were auctioned off with Ed 
Romack presiding.  The gross proceeds were $10,125.  When the cost of the gold mountings was subtracted, 
the net proceeds to the Scholarship fund was $9245.09.  This tops the old record for the Gemstone Auction, 
when stones cut by Carl Unruh and Cliff Jackson were featured, by around $1700.  In the past 23 years 
that the Gemstone Auction has been operating, it has raised nearly $100,000 for the Scholarship Fund.  It 
was started in 1985 in Burley Idaho, so this was the 23rd year.

 The Banquet was a special time for me.  That is when we get to give out the awards.  There were 40 
cases in competition.  The RMFMS gave out 10 awards, and the AFMS gave out 19 trophies.  No, the Judges 
were not that lenient, the cases were that good.

 Throughout the Birthday Bash, the AFMS meeting, the Scholarship auction, and the Banquet, there 
were no aliens present, except if you count those from California.  I knew that the Chaparral Rockhounds 
couldn’t hold a show without some kind of high jinks.  Therefore, the Rolling Rock Club meeting on Sunday 
morning before the show opened was a hoot.  It was announced that the female aliens in Roswell had seen a 
picture of Delbert Speed, and wanted to use him as a sperm bank.  To prevent this, Delbert was fitted with 
a male chastity belt, complete with lock.  Six keys to the lock were part of the ensuing auction.  No matter 
what Joyce Speed bid, someone would out bid her.  She finally did buy the last key.  But it was the wrong 
key.  Pandemonium ensued. 

 In one of the past RMFMS banquets in Roswell, Gene Potts was presented with an alien baby, reported 
to be his grandchild.  You had to know Gene Potts.  Well, over the years several other alien creatures ar-
rived to give the youngster company and protection.  At the Rolling Rock Club meeting, this group of four 
was auctioned off.  You will be happy to know that they are still in New Mexico, and 2/3 of a mile closer to 
their original planet.

 If you didn’t make it to the Roswell show, you missed a really great time.  We had fun.

                Bob

FROM YOUR PRESIDENT
by Dr. Robert Carlson, AFMS President
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   This month is a good time to remind all of you of the importance of 
our COMMEMORATIVE STAMP PROJECT.

   The person currently in charge of this huge project needs your 
help.  He has been doing the job now since Lillian Turner retired.

   Let’s go back many years to before 1974…. Lillian Turner worked 
tirelessly to get a set of mineral stamps.  It wasn’t easy,  but she had 
wonderful connections within the Post Office Department in Washing-
ton, DC and used them to the utmost.  She was finally successful and in 
1974 our first four “Mineral Heritage” stamps were shown.  They were 
unveiled at the AFMS show and convention in Lincoln, Nebraska and 

were an instant hit with the public.  We thought then that it would be an easy matter to get another set of 
stamps because of their popularity, but it wasn’t to happen right away, in fact it took 18 years before the 
next set of “Mineral Heritage” stamps were issued.  There are other organizations and even individuals who 
put pressure on the committee who oversees the stamp process to also get their ideas accepted.  Finally in 
1992 at Brunswick, Ohio the second set of “Mineral Heritage” stamps were unveiled.

 Since then we have tried to direct interest in Gemstones of the U.S. but with over 50,000 proposals 
each year it hasn’t been easy.

 Through all this our Commemorative Stamp Chair, Wendell Mohr has been working diligently.  The last 
two years he has forwarded information on the gem stamp proposal to Tucson where members of the AFMS 
have passed out information. He's also visited lots of local club shows and left information for the general 
public, but we need the help of every club throughout the U.S. This coming year, let’s make this a priority. 

 Wendell is a hard working man who doesn’t give up and who won’t take no for an answer.  His background 
is in Kodak, working earlier in Rochester, NY and then eventually in Kodak Processing and  finally until he 
retired, as manager of the Processing Laboratory in Rockville, MD . He and his wife Joanne have five children, 
all grown and pursuing careers throughout the country.

  His interest in rocks and minerals goes back to his days as a youngster in Denver, Colorado where he 
attend his first gem and mineral show.  It just happened to be “THE” Gem and Mineral Show and Conven-
tion of the AFMS in 1947; the very first meeting. We have a picture of the banquet where over 300 people 
attended and Wendell was there. Since then he’s been a member of the Rochester Academy of Science, 
Mineral Section and elected Fellow of the RAS in 1964 and a charter member of the Rochester Lapidary 
Society.  He's currently a member of the Gem, Lapidary and Mineral Society of Montgomery County, Mary-
land and editor of their Newsletter “The Rockhounder” which can be found on-line.

 Wendell tells us that he can help with special postal cancellations  and we really should take advantage 
of his expertise.  When a club of federation has a mile-stone show, we can work ahead of time to get a 
cancellation stamp issue for the show.  More on this at a later date.

 For a number of years, Wendell  assisted Lillian Turner on the Commemorative Stamp Committee and 
when illness slowed Lillian down, Wendell did more and more of the work and finally took over the committee. 
He began as co-chair in 2002 and in 2005 took over as Commemorative Stamp Chair. 

 We thank Wendell for his diligence and I personally pledge to work hard next year to see if we can 
bring a set of gemstone stamps forward.  There will be more on this in the coming months.

GREETINGS FROM YOUR PRESIDENT-ELECT
by Shirley Leeson, AFMS President-elect

LET'S GET GEMSTONES ON U.S. STAMPS
from Wendell Mohr, Commemorative Stamp Chair

 Perhaps a more persuasive approach would be 
for each of us to send a personal letter rather 
than a form which might just be disregarded.  I 
realize it now costs $0.41 per letter to do this, but 
hopefully we can stick 'em (formerly lick 'em) on 
envelopes in the near future.

Send your letters to:
The Citizens' Stamp Advisory Committee

Stamp Development
US Postal Service

1735 North Lynn St, Room 5013
Arlington, VA 22209-6432

 Persistence pays, and in the competitive at-
mosphere of getting stamps subjects into print, 
we believe that it is very important to continue 
to endorse our request for gems on stamps.  It is 
a first class idea, really an extension of the "Our 
Mineral Heritage" theme of the two prior mineral 
stamp sets issued in 1974 and 1992.  It's a gem 
of an idea!  We think that the stamps would be 
beautiful and welcomed by not only gem and min-
eral collectors, but also postal customers as well.  
Did you send a previous request to the Citizens' 
Stamp Advisory Committee (CSAC)?  Help by 
sending another.  Persistence pays.
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THANK YOU CHAPARREL ROCKHOUNDS!
photographs by Barbara Sky, AFMS Photographer
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Diane Johnson weighs a big decision

RULES MEETING
EDITORS' BREAKFAST

AWARDS BANQUET

Nineteen AFMS Trophies were awarded!!

ANNUAL MEETING

BIRTHDAY BASH

AFMS  Past Presidents in attendance for the 60th AFMS Birthday Bash...  

Current President, Dr. Robert Carlson, Ed Romack (1992), Ed Ries (1996), Marve Starbuck (2004), 
Ron Carman (2003), Fred Schaefermeyer (1995), Jim Robinson (2006), Dee Holland (1998), 

Ruth Bailey (1994), Marve Starbuck (2004), Dorothy Lee (1974), and Izzie Burns (2001).  
Missing, but present at the Convention  -  Bill Smith (2005).

Directors Chuck Sonner and Patty Amos (NFMS), 
Richard Jaeger and Stan Nowak (RMFMS), 

Chuck Schuler and Ed Ries (SCFMS) and Ruth Bailey, Parliamentarian

One of many editors trophies was presented to Ellery Borow

Bill Smith and Dr. Bob Carlson
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 At the conclusion of the 2003 Tri-Federation 
Rockhound Rendezvous to Texas Springs, NV the fre-

quently asked ques-
tion was “ Where 
are we going next 
year?”  This Tri-Fed-
eration Rockhound 
Rendezvous was 
the brainchild of 
Shirley Leeson and 
Dee Holland, who 
in conjunction with 
Dean Richardson, 
involved me in a re-
ally great rockhound 

happening.  It wasn’t just the collecting – it was great!  
It wasn’t just because it was big – we had about 200 
people!  It wasn’t about the food – an unbelievable 
Dutch oven dinner and 2 potluck dinners!  It was the 
people.  Rockhounds from 3 Federations, 13 states and 
56 clubs all with the shared interest and love for this 
beautiful country of ours.

 This Tri-Federation Rockhound Rendezvous was 
a great, fun, rewarding event.  It was more than a 
field trip, it was a rendezvous, a coming together of 
rockhounds to do and share all the things we like 
to do.  We had a great time together.  We met and 
got to know a lot of wonderful rockhound friends.  
We collected some interesting rocks.  We learned a 
little history.  We enjoyed the beauty and majesty 
of this great land of ours.

 But our AFMS President Elect, Shirley, couldn’t 
let a good idea flounder and asked me what I thought 
about the idea of an AFMS Inter-regional Field Trip 
Coordinator to promote and conduct inter-federa-
tion field trips and similar events.  I said, “Count me 
in!”  And that is what she did.

 At the AFMS meeting at Roswell in June her 
proposal for an Ad Hoc committee for Inter-regional 
Field Trips was accepted and I was appointed the 
first chairman.  The purpose of the committee is 

INTRODUCING A NEW AFMS PROGRAM - INTER-REGIONAL FIELD TRIPS 
by Dick Pankey, Ad Hoc Committee Chair

to promote relations between Regional Federations 
and to facilitate individuals and/or clubs to come 
together under a regional trip leader for the pur-
pose of collecting and fellowship.  The committee is 
to be made up of a Chair, and one person from each 
Regional Federation to be selected by the Chair.  
Over the next few weeks I will be contacting each 
Federation for their recommendation and appoint-
ment of their representative on this committee.
 
 It is my objective to have articles in each issue 
of the AFMS Newsletter promoting Inter-regional 
field trips and events, how-to articles, and announce-
ments about at least one scheduled Inter-regional 
field trip.  To make this all work I am counting on 
local field trip chairmen/leaders for ideas and help, 
for bulletin editors to help get the word out and 
participation from rockhounds.  
 
 Now let me briefly introduce myself.  I have been 
a rockhound since I started collecting fluorite in my 
grandparent’s gravel driveway in southern Illinois.  I 
became a “card carrying” rockhound in 1989 when I 
joined the Contra Costa M&GS in Concord CA and be-
came involved in field trips and shows.  My wife Betty 
also enjoys collecting and camping.  I soon became the 
field trip chairman and leading trips, and have been 
leading trips ever since.  And Betty is right there 
helping; I organize and lead the collecting trips and 
she arranges and coordinates the potluck dinners and 
happy hours.  When asked what I do in this rockhound 
hobby my response is: “I collect and I lead field trips.”  
We also enjoy exhibiting our display cases and going 
to shows.  Currently I am President of the California 
Federation and we have attended all of the AFMS 
shows and meetings starting with Port Townsend, WA 
in 2002.  It has been a wonderful experience to meet 
and make rockhound friends from all of the federations 
around the country.

 I look forward to working with each federation 
to conduct multi-federation “rendezvous where 
Rockhounds come together to do and share all the 
things we like to do.”

 At the Rules Committee meeting in Roswell 
there was only one change made that will af-
fect class G-10. 
G-10 will now read; 
Petrified Wood, 
Wood Casts and/
or Petrified Plant 
Life. This will al-
low the showing of 
any or all of these 
items,  but will not 
require all three. 

 At the show 
there were forty 
competitive exhib-
its. Twenty three were direct entries in the AFMS 
competition and nine of the RFMFS entries flew up. 
Out of the thirty two AFMS entries then there 
were nineteen trophies presented at the Awards 
Banquette. This was the most awards handed out in 
many years. But then again it was the most competi-
tive exhibits in AFMS competition in several years. 
Many of the exhibits that did not win a trophy 
were outstanding exhibits but missed out by only a 
point or two. I am sure that when they enter next 
time, after fixing a couple of minor faults, they will 
walk away with a trophy also. Hopefully this will 
continue in the future and Competitive Exhibiting 
will increase instead of continuing to decline. And 
make it more difficult for the judges to pick a win-
ner. We like it that way.

 Those you who didn’t make it missed a great 
show and a great time in Roswell. We missed many 
people who we absent this year because of health 
reasons but hope to see them all in Houston next 
year. Those of you who missed it for other reasons 
we hope to see you also in Houston.

 (A complete listing of trophies awarded at the 
Convention can be found on page  ___.)

UNIFORM RULES REPORT
by B. Jay Bowman

 The Internal Revenue Service recently announced new annual electronic filing 
requirement for small tax-exempt organizations.  

 Beginning in 2008, small tax-exempt organizations (almost all our societies) 
that previously were not required to file returns may be required to file an annual 
electronic notice.  Form 990-N Electronic Notice (e-postcard) for tax-exempt 
organizations not required to file Form 990 or 990-EZ.  This filing requirement 
applies to tax periods beginning after December 31, 2006.

 There are some exceptions but they do not apply to our societies.

 The IRS will mail educational letters starting in July 2007 notifying small tax-
exempt organizations that they may be required to file the e-postcard, with the IRS annually.  The IRS is 
developing an electronic filing system (there will be no paper form) for the e-postcard.  The IRS will publicize 
filing procedures when the system is completed and ready to use.

WARNING
 Please make sure Treasurer’s and other officers are aware of this new requirement.  The new 
requirement requires the IRS to revoke the tax-exempt status of any organization that fails to meet 
its annual filing requirement for three consecutive years.

INTERNAL REVENUE ANNOUNCES NEW FILING REQUIREMENTS
from Mike Kokinos, CFMS Tax Advisor

Convention "Advisor" Howie Whiting and wife Doris
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WATER, WATER, EVERYWHERE

 We are not “ancient mariners” but rockhounds are definitely mobile people and travel a lot.  We go many 
places and need to give a lot of thought about water which can be our friend or our foe.

 Rain, particularly heavy rain, has caused problems in many parts of the 
country and a little thought and planning can help us avoid hazardous situa-
tions.  Have you ever seen a flash flood?  If not, look around in your favorite 
field trip areas and see if there is evidence of heavy run-off in canyons, draws, 
gullies or whatever the common term is in your area.  Seeing where trees and 
big rocks have been moved around by some really strong forces should make 
us wonder what would happen if we had been there.  I found a fantastic fos-
sil of significant size out in the big bend country of Texas a couple of years 
ago.  Since the rock was big and I did not have the help I needed, I decided to 
carefully take bearings so that I could come back the next year.  Well, flash 
flooding in the intervening year had changed everything.  My fine fossil was 
gone and never seen again.

 Heavy rain can do other things to your trip.  I had my return route blocked in rural Missouri and have 
experienced land slides in Georgia and Alabama.  I had the thrill of a wild spin as the result of hydroplaning 
on a major highway in the South.  When we finally stopped we had burst two tires, bent two rims and made many 
silent promises to the Almighty.

 Too much water can mean drowning.  Wading in lakes and small streams is one way that we find sap-
phires and rubies in North Carolina.  Have you ever stepped off in a deep hole wearing rubber boots?  Even 
a good swimmer can get in real trouble quickly when the boots fill up, the clothing is soaked and that bag of 
goodies is weighing you down.

 Well, that is enough about too much water but do we have problems with too little water?  I have!  Thirst 
and dehydration are extremely serious conditions that can result in bad things including death.  There is 
little substitute for planning ahead and carrying adequate water.  If you must use stream or ground 
water, you really need to know what you are doing.  Outdoor outfitters can supply filtration equipment 
and chemical treatment outfits but local knowledge can also be invaluable.  I have never lived in the 
West and really do not know much about water that is poisonous.  My knowledge is gleaned from Louis 
L’Amour novels but I have been assured by western natives (some of my cousins) that the situation is 
very real and most dangerous.  I only know that in no circumstance should one drink salt water from the 
ocean.  Now don’t tell me that we can’t search for rocks and fossils in the ocean as I have found some 
neat stuff snorkeling off the Florida coast.

 I have reached the end of my sheet of paper and the patience of my editor so we will talk at a later 
date bout how water and electricity do not mix.

BE SAFE - BE WELL
by Don Monroe, AFMS Safety Chair

2007 AFMS TROPHY WINNERS
from B. Jay Bowman

 Among the 132 exhibits at the 2007 AFMS Con-
vention in Roswell, NM, 40 were entered in competi-
tion and nineteen were awarded AFMS trophies!

 To earn an AFMS trophy, an exhibit must first 
earn a blue ribbon at the masters level in the exhibi-
tors own regional federation (or at the federation 
hosting the AFMS show).  Once an exhibit has won 
the AFMS Trophy, the exhibitor cannot display again 
in the same category for three years.

 Here are the winners for 2007.  The judges had 
a difficult time (and enjoyed themselves immensly) 
because all those entered were outstanding.  Our 
congratulations to the following:

Trophy #4 
Cabinet Minerals

Carol Holman, Tryon, OK

Trophy #8 
Thumbnail Minerals

Paul Otto, Bella Vista, AR

Trophy #9 
Restricted Minerals

Carol Holman, Tryon, OK

Trophy #10 
Micromount Minerals

William Beiriger, Livermore, CA

Trophy #13
Petrified Wood

Pat Snyder, Richand, WA

Trophy #15 
Lapidary

Lyle Roessler, Pleasant Hill, CA

Trophy #16 
Carvings

Betty Pearson, Roswell, NM

Trophy #18 
Cabochons

Steve Gustafson, Washougal, WA

Trophy #21
 Lapidary

Marion Roberts, Modesto, CA

Trophy #22 
Petrified Wood

Steve Gustafson, Washaugal, WA

Trophy #23
 Petrified Wood

Bill Smith, Hardtner, KS

Trophy #26 
Jewelry

Ted Magee, Modesto, CA

Trophy #28 
Educational

William Beiriger, Livermore, CA 

Trophy #29 
Educational

Richard Friesen, Livermore, CA

Trophy #30 
Educational

Jack & Kay Thompson, Colorado Springs, CO

Trophy #32 
Fossils

Carol Holman, Tryon, OK

Trophy #35 
Personally Collected Fossils
Bill Smith, Hardtner, KS

Trophy #39 
Fluorescent Minerals

Donald Snyder, Richand, WA

Trophy #41 
Carvings

Vivian Roberts, Modesto, CA

WINNING ARTICLES
from Kitty Starbuck

 This year, as in the past,  AFMS Club Publica-
tions Committee has 
published a booklet 
containing all the win-
ning articles from the 
Editor's Contest.  This 
year is no exception.  
The articles contained 
in the booklet can be 
used in your club bul-
letin provided you give 
credit to the author 

and the bulletin that it was originally written for.  
What a wonderful way to easily add educational 
articles for your members!

 Copies of the booklet can be obtained at $8 
each (postage included) by writing to:

Linda Jaeger
3515 E 88th St
Tulsa, OK 74137

Please make checks payable to "Linda Jaeger".
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NO AFMS ALIENS IN ROSWELL!
by Joy Bourne, AFMS Endowment Fund Chair

 From all reports, the AFMS meeting was an unqualified success, as del-
egates and their substitutes were treated to the warmest of southwestern 
hospitality! We were sorry to have been among the missing Endowment Fund 
members who were particularly hard hit this year due to health emergen-
cies, but our stand-ins did an outstanding job of covering the bases. With-
out further ado, We are pleased to announce the final results of the 2007 
Endowment Fund drawing.

. . . And the Lucky Winners Are . . . ( in alphabetical order)

Winner Prize Donor(s)

Robert Beadre, Chicago Hts. IL Jewelry sized Intarsia Barbara Jacobsen

B. Jay Bowman, Ponca City, OK Case of 32 Jade Cabochons Mary Childers

Mary Loose DeViney, Keswick, VA Nested Agate Bowls Fred Schaefermeyer

Merrill Dickenson, Gilbertsville, PA Sphalerite with Barite specimen Lewis Elrod

Bev Dillon, Sedro Woolley, WA Gold filled hand-knit Necklace Marge Collins

Maria Garrido, Miami, FL Arizona Vanadinite specimen John Washburn

Pam Hecht, Calumet, MI Butterfly-cut Quartz gemstone Buddy Shotts

Keith Kaneda, Baltimore, MD 14K gold Necklace w/blister pearl pendant Dr. Robert Carlson

Michael Kessler, E. Stroudsburg, PA Two Gem Trees Judy Washburn

Pat LaRue, Rialto, CA Sterling bracelet w/Swarovski Beads Lois Allman

Yonis Lone Eagle, Bloomfield, NM Native American Knife Replica Joyce Speed

Gary Peavy, Peoria, IL Tampa Bay Coral Geode pair Howell Whiting

Richard Rock, Wilmington, IL Amethyst Sage Agate Necklace Norvie Enns

Rhonda Taylor, Sundown, TX Walker Valley (WA) Geode Dan & LaVonda Vandenburg

 Congratulations to all the winners! and many thanks to all our hard working committee personnel, and to those 
who picked up the regional committee promotion and distribution tasks for those who were incapacitated. Special 
thanks are due to Pat LaRue for taking over the CFMS fund-raising effort for Bural; to Lyle Vogelpohl who carried 
on for Rocky McCall, and to Fran Sick who took my place at the final stages of the drawing. 

 Special thanks, too, to Carolyn Weinberger, AFMS Newsletter editor, and Marty Hart, AFMS webmaster who 
did their usual magic in making the prize pictures and publicity available to all our supporters, and to all AFMS 
members and friends who supported the drive with their donations to the AFMS Endowment Fund coffers. Thanks 
to all of you good rockhounds, we experienced yet another successful fund drive this year.

2007 AFMS PROGRAM COMPETITION
by Marge Collins,  AFMS Program Competition Chair

 Two programs by amateur producers were 
entered in this year’s 
competition. “Agates 
Close-up” scored over 
90 points on an objec-
tive scale earning a 
“First Place” award. 
The other entry 
presents an interest-
ing story however, 
additional information 
and some editing is 
needed for it to have 
broad interest.  The 
judges suggest re-
submission in ’08. 
   
 More information about Program Competition 
is available on AFMS website: <www.amfed.org>  or 
from your Regional Program Librarian.

2007 “Four Star” Winner

“AGATES CLOSE-UP” 
by Doug Moore                                                    

(Heart of Wisconsin Gem & Mineral Society, 
Midwest Federation)

approximately 40 minutes in length

 Spectacular images of agates can easily become 
“eye-candy”.  However, this presentation is much 
more -- specimens from around the world (many 
seldom seen in the U.S.) are used to examine com-
mon and unusual structures in agates. By enlarging 
areas smaller than a postage stamp, Doug helps us 
see how the various agate patterns were formed 
and to notice the differences between structures 
in agates that formed in sedimentary and igneous 
environments. 
     
 (This is the tenth in a series of presentations 
about agates by Doug Moore (some with associates).  
Each program has earned Awards and is available 
through your Regional Program Library.)

     This new presentation will be available later this 
fall in PowerPoint, VHS and DVD formats.  Contact 
your Regional Librarian to reserve this or other 
“Four Star” AFMS Winners, for use at Club meet-
ings, study groups, shows, etc. 

2008 AFMS Officers
 Shirley Leeson, President (CFMS) and Dee Holland; Fred Schaefermeyer for Joy Bourne, President-Elect (EFMLS);  Bob & Kathy Miller for John Blue, 2nd Regional VP (MWF); Lauren Williams, 3rd 
Regional VP (NFMS); Bob Stultz (wife Jeanne did the installaation); Buddy Shotts and his wife for Don Monroe, 4th Regional VP (SFMS); Emerson Tucker, 1st Regional VP (SCFMS) and Mrs. Tucker; 
Richard Jaeger, 5th Regional VP (RMFMS).     Photo by Linda Northcote

2008 AFMS OFFICERS
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 David Rich contacted me recently with a very 
neat idea!  His club, the Summit Lapidary Club 

from the Midwest 
Federation of 
Mineralogical & 
Geological Societ-
ies, is sponsoring 
a poster contest, 
which they’re open-
ing up to any and all 
kids who belong to 
the AFMS Future 
Rockhounds of 
America program 
nationwide, re-
gardless of which 
regional federation 

they’re in.  In addition, they welcome entries from 
any school teachers who would like to do this as a 
class project.  So if you’re utilizing the FRA program 
within your club, I encourage you to work with your 
kids to design posters and send them to David.  Here 
are the details:

THEME: “Gemstones of the World.”  
 Prepare a poster illustrating one or more gem-
stones or minerals that interest you, from anywhere 
in the world.

ELIGIBILITY:  1st through 12th grade.  
 Each grade will have a winner.  Ribbons awarded 
for 1st through 4th place, with the 1st place winner 
also receiving a prize.

CONTEST RULES:
 • All entries must be presented on paper 12 
inches by 18 inches.

FUTURE ROCKHOUNDS OF AMERICA YOUTH POSTER CONTEST 2007
by Jim Brace-Thompson, AFMS Junior Activities Chair

 • Include name, address, age and school grade 
of participant on back of Entry.
 • Artwork can be in pen, ink, crayons, magic 
marker, paint or any other artists’ medium.
 • No three-dimensional posters accepted.
 • The title may be on the front or the back.
 • List names of the gems and/or minerals and 
why you chose them.
 • All entries become the property of the Summit 
Lapidary Club.

SCALE OF POINTS:
 Originality & Art Work—30 points
 Design—25 points
 Title—25 points
 Listing of Gems and/or Minerals & Reason Cho-
sen—20 points.

DEADLINES & CONTACTS:
 • Entries must be postmarked by October 1, 
2007.
 • Send to: David Rich, 1166 Broadview Road, 
Tallmadge, Ohio 44278
 • Winners will be displayed and prizes and rib-
bons awarded at the Fall Gemboree on October 27, 
2008 at 10:00 a.m.
 • If you have any questions, please call the 
contest chairman, David Rich at (330) 630-9625, 
or email at DRICH@lapidaryclubofohio.org

 I encourage every club with juniors who have 
been taking part in the AFMS/FRA program to jump 
in and send in entries from their pebble pups and 
junior members.  It sounds like David and the good 
folks of the Summit Lapidary Club have come up 
with a great way for kids to express their inter-
est in their favorite gems and minerals while—as 
always—having fun!

ALL AMERICAN AWARDS
from John Washburn, Chair

 All of the clubs that entered the All Ameri-
can Club Awards 
contest are winners. 
They did an excel-
lent job of creating 
a permanent record 
of their clubs'  ac-
complishments over 
the past year. This 
record has great 
value in promoting 
the hobby and the 
club. We proudly dis-
play ours at our show 
which bring new members into the fold.

2007 Winners
Small Clubs (less than 100 members)

1st Place - Gold Medal
500 Earth Science Club

Indianapolis, IN

Silver Medal Awards
Stillwater Mineral & Gem Society

Stillwater, OK

Sutter Buttes Gem & Mineral Society
Marysville, CA

Tri-City Gem & Mineral Society
Temple, TX

Waco Gem & Mineral Club
Waco, TX

Bronze Medal Award
Edwards River Earth Science Club

Aledo, IL  

Large Clubs (over 100 members)
1st Place - Gold Medal Award

Lincoln Orbit Earth Science Society
Springfield, IL

Gold Medal Award
Minnesota Mineral Club

Falcon Heights, MN

Wisconsin Geological Society
Milwaukee, WI

Silver Medal Award
Arlington Gem & Mineral Club

(Texas School of Earth Sciences)
Arlington, TX

Pennsylvania Earth Sciences Association
Allentown, PA

Bronze Medal Award
Austin Gem & Mineral Society

Austin, TX

Tulip City Gem & Mineral Club
Holland, MI

YOU TOO CAN HAVE A MEMENTO OF THE AFMS 60TH ANNIVERSARY
by Shirley Leeson and Carolyn Weinberger

 The AFMS 60th Birthday celebration is over, but the memories certainly won't have to fade away.  Those 
at the Birthday Bash in Roswell received a copy of a special history booklet entitled "The Last Ten Years, 
1997 - 2007" and were treated to a PowerPoint presentation highlighting images from those years.  

 If you would like to have a copy of the booklet and/or PowerPoint presentation, both are available.

 Booklets, including postage, are $5.00 each. (If ordering more than 1 copy, postage will be slightly less 
and the "overage" of your remittance will either be refunded to you or donated to the AFMS Scholarship 
Foundation - your choice.)

 The PowerPoint presentation is available for $5 each as well, including 
postage.  You will need to have the PowerPoint software on your computer 
to view the presentation as well as a CD drive.  

 To order either of the above, send your order to:
Carolyn Weinberger

AFMS Editor
PO Box 302

Glyndon, MD 21071-0302

Make checks payable to "Carolyn Weinberger".

 Be sure to include your return address, and which of the two items 
you wish to receive.
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ANOTHER GOOD YEAR – CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL WHO ENTERED!
by Kitty Starbuck, Club Publications Chair

 Here's the wrap-up for the 2007 Editor's 
Competition (bulletins and articles published during 
2006).  

Entries by Federation:

Federation    Entries     Trophies
 California...............................21......................... 6
 Eastern.................................23......................... 5
 Midwest ............................... 24......................... 3
 Northwest............................16......................... 3 
 Rocky Mountain ..................13......................... 2
 South Central......................21......................... 8
 Southeast............................ 15......................... 3

Entries by category:

Category # of Entries
 New Editor...................................................13
 Mini Bulletin (5 pages max).....................5
 Small Bulletin (11 pages max)................ 22
 Large Bulletin (12 pages plus)................13
 Original Adult Articles ........................... 20
 Advanced Adult Articles.........................16
 Junior Articles (under age 12)..............13
 Junior Articles (age 12 - 17)..................12
 Junior Poetry................................................3
 Adult Poetry ................................................12
 Special Publications ...................................4

 Two New Editors entries were disqualified be-
cause they were not mini-bulletins (too many pages).  
This is an annual problem and I urge editors to care-
fully read the rules before entering next year.  Three 

authors were disqualified because their articles were 
not hobby related.  Two were disqualified because of 
copyright infringement.  (One submission was copied 
directly from a website.)  One article was disqualified 
because it was not first printed in the club bulletin 
- a prerequisite for entering the contest.  

 We always seem to have some entries that are 
disqualified.  I urge all editors to carefully read the 
rules before entering.

 It has been a fun trip, and as with all trips, sooner 
or later you come to the end of the road!  And we 
have come to the end of the road!  It has been a 
trip that Marve and I have enjoyed for the last 10 
years...and have met many, many wonderful people 
all over the United States...from sea to shining sea, 
north, south, east and west!!!  While at the recent 
AFMS Convention in Roswell, we saw some folks we 
haven't seen for two years, and picked up right where 
we left off two years ago.  I was telling a friend how 
somebody wanted to know "How do you know them?"  
Marve said, "Oh, we've known them for a long time."  
He remarked, "It probably would be easier to tell 
them who you don't know."  Even though Marve and 
I never met all the people who entered the Edi-
tors' Contest, we have met several, and some of 
the names come through year after year.  Through 
e-mails and other communications, it's almost like 
you know them personally!

 Another bonus has been the people we have met 
"behind the scenes".  These are the people who have 
made it possible for us to put together unusual tro-
phies for the 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners.  Over 

the years we have made up the trophies either our of 
a slab of material large enough to hold the place and 
lamp of knowledge or have put rock specimens from 
the area/state 
where the con-
vention is be-
ing held.  That 
way, if the win-
ner is not able 
to attend, or 
has never col-
lected in the 
area, they 
have a trophy 
made from 
material from 
the area that 
they might not 
have had otherwise.  The last two years, Steve 
Henegar, 1st Vice President of the Southeast 
Federation has graciously donated the beautiful 
wooden plaques for the bases.  We thank him for 
his kindness.

 And if it hadn't been for my husband, Marve, 
none of this would have been possible, and I owe him 
a big Thank You ....for assembling the trophies and 
often-times providing the rock specimens we used.  
He has chauffeured us from here to there, but now 
he is experiencing health problems, so it is best to 
"quit" while we are ahead.  We will miss it!  It's been 
quite a fun trip.

 I'm hoping we will meet again sometime, some-
where down the road.

BULLETIN EDITORS' AWARDS
from Kitty Starbuck, 2007 BEAC Chair

5 - The Nugget
Sandra Grych, editor

North Mississippi Gem & Mineral Club
Tupelo, MS - SFMS

6 - The Fractured Agate
George & Barbara Kadonsky, editors

Chippewa Valley Gem & Mineral Society
Eau Claire, WI - MWF

7 - The Emerald News
Carl Ross editor

Eastern Gem & Faceters Club
Gastonia, NC - SFMS

SMALL BULLETINS
1 - The Post Rock
Sara Murphy, editor

McPherson Gem & Mineral Society
McPherson, KS - RMFMS

2 - High Country Gleamings
Margaret Johnson, editor

Henderson Co. Gem & Mineral Society
Hendersonville, NC - SFMS

3 - The Road Runner
Lola Lamb, editor
Prospectors Club

Big Springs, TX - SCFMS

4 - Strata Data
Michele Yamanaka, editor

Three Rivers Gem & Mineral Society
Fort Wayne, IN - MWF

5 - Crack 'N Cab
Loren Patterson, editor
Gem & Mineral Soc. of 
Syracuse, NY - EFMLS

6 - The Stone Chipper
David & Laura Dow, editors

Austin Gem & Mineral Society
Austin, TX - SCFMS

7 - Rock Writings
Jonathan North, editor

Nevada Co. Gem & Mineral Society
Nevada City, CA - CFMS

8 - The Pineywoods Rooter
John D. Nash, editor

Pine County Gem & Mineral Club
Jasper, TX - SCFMS

9 - Beehive Buzzer
Leora Alexander, editor
Beehive Rock & Gem Club

Ogden, UT - RMFMS

10 - Rock Chippings
David Dills, editor

Woodland Hills Rock Chippers
Woodland Hills, CA - CFMS

Honorable Mention
Ozark Earth Science News
Brenda D. Johnson, editor
Ozark Earth Science Club
Mountain Home, AR - MWF

Rocky Review
Diane Jorgensen, editor

Canejo Gem & Mineral Club
Newbury Park, CA - CFMS

Mags Rockhound News
Mike Baldwin, editor

Memphis Archeological & Geological 
Soc.

Memphis, TN - SFMS

Chipper's Chatter
Rebecca Kays, editor

Chesapeake Gem & Mineral Society
Baltimore, MD - EFMLS

The Opal
Mary Prosek, editor

West Suburban Lapidary Club
Chicago, IL - MWF

Mineral Mite
Georgia Olmstead, editor

Micromineralogists of the National 
Capital Area

Washington DC - EFMLS

Bems Tumbler
Keith Alan Morgan, editor

Boeing Employees Mineral Society
Seattle, WA - NFMS

Continued on page 10
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"Beheading at Cedar Creek!"
Anita Richeri, author

Strata Data
Three Rivers Gem & Mineral Society

Fort Wayne, IN -  MWF

"Trip to England"
Giovanna Fregni, author

The Rock Rustler's News
Minnesota Mineral Club

Falcon Heights, MN - MWF

"This is Roughing It?"
Juli Dahl, author

Oregon Cost Agate Club
Newport, OR - NFMS

"The Ries Crater"
Bill Farrell, author

High Country Gleamings
Henderson County Gem & Mineral Club

Hendersonville, NC - SFMS

"Give Me Back My Boot"
Dyland Porter, author

Tips & Trips
Georgia Mineral Society

Atlanta, GA - SFMS

"Rock Hunting Therapy"
Mary Newell, author

Rockscoop
So. Douglas Gem & Mineral Club

Myrtle Creek, OR - NFMS

"A Visit to the Famous Hogg Mine"
Sue Williamson Gorday, author

Tips & Trips
Georgia Mineral Society

Atlanta, GA - SFMS

"Beryls"
Dick Walker, author

Facets
Columbia-Willamette Faceters Guild

Portland, OR - NFMS

"Rock Class at Shell Beach 
Elementary School"

Wes Lingerfelt, author
Ore-Cutts

Orcutt Mineral Society
Santa Maria, CA - CFMS

ADULT ARTICLES - ADVANCED
1 - "Ancient and Modern Cycads"

Scott Singleton, author
Back Bender's Gazette

Houston Gem & Mineral Society
Houston, TX - SCFMS

2 - "Indiana Jones and 
Other "Eggciting" Rockhounds"

Gary Raham, author
The Lodestone

Ft. Collins Rockhounds
Ft. Collins, CO - RMFMS

3 - "The Micromount Corner - Adamite"
David Babulski, author

Tips & Trips
Georgia Mineral Society

Atlanta, GA - SFMS

4 - "Lotsarocks, But Not the 
Best Place For a Field Trip"

Clyf Bourne, author
Shin-Skinner News

Che-Hanna Rock & Mineral Club
Sayre, PA - EFMLS

NEW EditorS 
1 - The Rostrum

Rick Smith, editor
Maryland Geological Society

Baltimore, MD - EFMLS

2 - The Conglomerate
Jim Madison, editor

Reno Gem & Mineral Society
Sparks, NV - CFMS

3 - The Tulip City Conglomerate
Julia Sherwood, editor

Tulip City Gem & Mineral Club
Holland, MI - MWF

4 - The Rockhounder
Wendell Mohr, editor

Gem, Lapidary & Mineral Society of 
Montgomery Co., MD - EFMLS

5 - Mountain Mineral Monthly
Sylvia Forward, editor

Southern Appalachin Mineral Society
Asheville, NC - SFMS

6 - Emerald Gems
Dan Zaiss, editor

Eugene Mineral Club. Eugene OR - NFMS

7 - Garnet Gazette
Carolyn Reynard, editor

Mid-Hudson Valley Gem & Mineral Soc.
Poughkeepsie, NY - EFMLS

8 - The Trilobite
Verna Schmidt, editor

Wisconsin Geological Society
Wauwatosa, WI - MWF

9 - Ore-Cutts
Deborah Hood, editor

Orecutt Mineral Society
Santa Maria, CA - CFMS

10 - Boulder Buster
Caren Fowler, editor

Hell's Canyon Gem Club
Lewiston, ID - NFMS

Honorable Mention
Ghost Sheet

Chris Whittier, editor
Mother Lode Mineral Society

Modesto, CA - CFMS

The Rock Rattler
Wilford House, editor

Ark-La-Tex Gem & Mineral Society
Bossier City, LA - SCFMS

Pick & Pack
Betty Cain, editor

Colorado Mineralogical Society
Colorado Springs, CO - RMFMS

MINI BULLETINS
There were no trophy winners.  

editors must score above 90 to win a trophy.

3 - The Lodestone
Gary Raham, editor

Fort Collins Rockhounds
Ft. Collins, CO - RFMSM

4 - Summit Gem
Pat Powers, editor

Summit Lapidary Club
Cuyahoga Falls, OH - MWF

Canaveral Moonstone
David Jacobson, editor

Canaveral Mineral & Gem Society
Melbourne, FL - SFMS

The Rockhound Record
Lois Splendora, editor

Mineralogical Society of Arizona
Phoenix, AZ - RMFMS

Rock Chip Reporter
Alene Innes, editor

Far West Lapidary Soc.iety
Coos Bay, OR - NFMS

Rockscoop
Ted & Mary Arrowood, editors

South Douglas Gem & Mineral Club
Myrtle Creek, OR - NFMS

Shawnee Slate
George Finley, editor

Shawnee Gem & Mineral Society
Shawnee, OK - RMFMS

LARGE BULLETINS
1 - Backbender's Gazette

Phyllis George, editor
Houston Gem & Mineral Society

Houston, TX - SCFMS

2 - SMS Matrix
Kris Jarusevicius, editor

Sacramento Mineral Society
Sacramento, CA - CFMS

3 - Gem Cutters' News
Carolyn Weinberger, editor

Gem Cutters' Guild of Baltimore
Baltimore, MD - EFMLS

4 - Shin-Skinner News
Joy Bourne, editor

Che-Hanna Rock & Mineral Club
Sayre, PA - EFMLS

5 - Rockhound Ramblings
Shirley Layton, editor

Ventura Gem & Mineral Society
Ventura, CA - CFMS

6 - Arrowhead News
Ed Benjamin, editor

Indian Mounds Rock & Mineral Society
Grand Rapids, MI - MWF

7 - Rocky Echoes
James Monk, editor

Mississippi Gem & Mineral Society
Jackson, MS - EFMLS

8 - Grindings
Doug Renken, editor

Idaho Gem Club, Boise, ID - NFMS

9 - Tips & Trips
Joan White, editor

Georgia Mineral Society
Atlanta, GA - SFMS

10 - Pebbles
Shawn van der Putten, editor

Everette Rock & Gem Club
Everett, WA - NFMS

Honorable Mention
Carny Hound

Paul Davis, Fran Wolff, editors
South Washington Mineralogical Society

Longview, WA - NFMS

The Lithnics
Tom Kottyan, editor

Richland Lithic & Lapidary Society
Mansfield, OH - MWF

The Hot Springs Bulletin
Raymond Lynch, editor

Hot Springs Geological Club
Hot Springs, AR - SCFMS

ORIGINAL ADULT ARTICLES
1 - "For the Love of a Bead"

Sunday Bennett, author
Back Benders Gazette

Houston Gem & Mineral Society
Houston, TX - SCFMS

2 - "A Tale of Alexandrite"
Reiven Zeleznik, author

The Vug Examiner
Stamford Mineralogical Society

Stamford, CT - EFMLS

3- "Fossil Cleaning Demonstration"
Sandee Swank, author

Strata Data
Three Rivers Gem & Mineral Society

Fort Wayne, IN - MWF

4 - "The Need to Bead"
Betsy Gager, author
The Stone Chipper

Austin Gem & Mineral Society
Austin, TX - SCFMS

5 - "A Blast from the Past:  
The Meteor Crater Story"

Brett Whitnack, author
The Post Rock

McPherson Gem & Mineral Club
McPherson, KS - RMFMS

6 - "More 'Hobbits'"
Bob Sheridan, author
NJPS Paleontograph

New Jersey Paleontological Society
Paramus, NJ - EFMLS

7 - "From Henhouse to Paul's Hall"
Harold Mueller, author

Ghost Sheet
Mother Lode Mineral Society

Modesto, CA - CFMS

8 - "A Mineralogical Friend"
Henry S. DeLinde & Don R. Owens, authors

Hot Springs Bulletin
Hot Springs Geology Club
Hot Springs, AR - SCFMS

9 - "Magis Ride with Steven Veatch"
Terry P. Beh, author

Pick 'N Pack
Colorado Springs Mineralogical Society

Colorado Springs, CO - RMFMS

10 - "Virtual Field Trips"
Lowell Foster, author
Rockhound Ramblings

Ventura Gem & Mineral Society
Ventura, CA - CFMS

Honorable Mention
"The Middle Devonian in 

Western New York"
Gerald Elgert, author

The Rostrum
Maryland Geological Society

Baltimore, MD - EFMLS

continued on page 11

BULLETIN EDITOR'S AWARDS
continued from page 9
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5 - "Middle Eocene Shark and Ray 
Fossils of Texas"

Albert Ross III, author
Back Bender's Gazette

Houston Gem & Mineral Society
Houston, TX - SCFMS

6 - "Why Collect Microminerals"
Arthur Smith, author

Back Bender's Gazette
Houston Gem & Mineral Society

Houston, TX - SCFMS

7 - "Fossil Spiders from Florissant"
Steve Wade Veatch, author

Pick 'N Pack
Colorado Ssprings Mineral Society

Colorado Springs, CO - RMFMS

8 - "Fossil Turtles - 
The Original Survivors"

Wayne Mills, author
Ore-Cutts

Orecutt Mineral Society
Santa Maria, CA - CFMS

9 - "Wanderings in a Garnet Maze"
Terri Marchet, author

Badger Diggins
Badger Lapidary & Geology Society

Monroe, WI - MWF

10 - "Mimetite"
Dr. David Hess, author

Rock Chatter
West Central Illinois Rock & Mineral Club

Macomb, IL - MWF

Honorable Mention
"Visions of Gold Go Down the Toilet"

Julian Gray, author
Tips & Trips

Georgia Mineral Society
Atlanta, GA - SCFMS

"Speed Demons of the Sea"
Judith Washburn, author

LOESS Bulletin
Lincoln Orbit Earth Science Club

Springfield, IL - MWF

"Geology Conceepts - Part III, Soil"
Dave Woolley, author

Gem & Mineral Journal
Gem & Mineral Society of Lynchburg, VA

Lynchburg, VA - EFMLS

"The Earth's Oldest Rocks"
Wes DeCoursey, author

The Post Rock
McPherson Gem & Mineral Club

McPherson, KS - RMFMS
"Report on Three New Zealand Gem 

Shows"
Sir Paul Howard, author

Ore-Cutts
Orecutt Mineral Society
Santa Maria, CA - CFMS

"Breaker, Breaker 1-9, We're 
at Stonewall, Over"
Ralph Bishop, author

Ore-Cutts
Orecutt Mineral Society
Santa Maria, CA - CFMS

JUNIOR ARTICLES - UNDER AGE 12
1 - "How to Clean Your Quartz"

Karen Schaeffer, author
MAGS Rockhound News

Memphis Archeological & Geological Soc.
Memphis, TN - SCFMS

2 - "Rocks In His Head"
Abigail Schreiber, author

The Rock Hammer
Lake Elsinore Gem & Mineral Society

Lake Elsinore, CA - CFMS

3 - "At Your Service"
Josiah Chang, author
The Rock Hammer

Lake Elsinore Gem & Mineral Society
Lake Elsinore, CA - CFMS

4 - "From My Backyard to Mars:  
A Rock Story"

Caprice & Alanna Roche, authors
The Rostrum

Maryland Geological Society
Baltimore, MD - EFMLS

5 - "The Wonderful State Fossil of 
Alaska"

Asher Kemp, author
Strata Data

Three Rivers Gem & Mineral Society
Fort Wayne, IN - MWF

6 - "The Saber-Toothed Tiger:  
California's State Fossil"

Saufina Kemp, author
Strata Data

Three Rivers Gem & Mineral Society
Fort Wayne, IN - MWF

7 - "Opals"
Rhena South, author

MAGS Rockhound News
Memphis Arecheological & Geological Soc.

Memphis, TN - SFMS

8 - "My Trip to the Houston Museum"
Leighton Cave, author

The Stone Chipper
Austin Gem & Mineral Society

Austin, TX - SCFMS

9 - "My Story About Rocks"
Jacob Good, author
The Stone Chipper

Austin Gem & Mineral Society
Austin, TX - SCFMS

10 - "Max's Mystery Rocks"
Maxwell Pearsall, author

SMS Matrix
Sacramento Mineral Society

Sacramento, CA - CFMS

Honorable Mention
"Field Trip to Miller Quarry"

Blake Sullivan, author
Rock Chatter

West Central Illinois Rock & Mineral Club
MaComb, IL - MWF

"Pebble Pup News"
Cameron Shepler, author

Shin-Skinner News
Che-Hanna Rock & Mineral Club

Sayre, PA - EFMLS

"Lignite Mine Field Trip"
Jerdahn Campbell, author

Back Bender's Gazette
Houston Gem & Mineral Society

Houston, TX - SCFMS

 JUNIOR ARTICLES  - AGE 12 - 17
1 - "Flint - A Rock of the Ages"

Tim Wert, author
The Rock Hammer

Lake Elsinore Gem & Mineral Society
Lake Elsinore, CA - CFMS

2 - "Florence Bascomb:  
A Pioneering Geologist"

Amanda Schreiber, author
The Rock Hammer

Lake Elsinore Gem & Mineral Society
Lake Elsinore, CA - CFMS

3 - "Cabbing with Lyle"
Alexandra Wall, author

West Seattle Petroglyphs
West Seattle Rock Club 

Seattle, WA - NFMS 

4 - "Calymene Celebra"
Eliyah Kemp, author

Strata Data
Three Rivers Gem & Mineral Society

Fort Wayne, IN - MWF

5 - "Coelophysis Baur"  The State
Fossil of New Mexico"

John Kuhn, author
Strata Data

Three Rivers Gem & Mineral Society
Fort Wayne, IN - MWF

6 - "A Jolly Good Time Across the 
Pond"

Laura Patzer, author
Fossil Finder

American Fossil Federation
Bowie, MD - EFMLS

7 - "Lapidary Dreams"
Brandi Charland, author

Oregon Coast Agate Club
Newport, OR - NFMS

8 - "A Kid's View"
Morgan Graham, author

Rocky Echoes
Mississippi Gem & Mineral Club

Jackson, MS - EFMLS

9 - "Your Birthsone and the 
Secrets Behind It"

Nae Youn Kwon, author
The Rock Hammer

Lake Elsinore Gem & Mineral Society
Lake Elsinore, CA - CFMS
10 - "Field Trip Report"
Zachary McKinney, author

Gem & Mineral Journal
Gem & Mineral Society of Lynchburg

Lynchburg, VA - EFMLS

Honorable Mention
"My First Trip to Crystal Grove"

Sandy Hess, author
The Vug Examiner

Stamford Mineralogical Society
Stamford, CT - EFMLS

"The Iowa Geode"
Tim Stein, author

Strata Data
Three Rivers Gem & Mineral Society

Fort Wayne, IN - MWF

ADULT POETRY
1 - "Dreamer's Field Trip"

Johnie Pitman, poet
Panorama Gem & Mineral Club

Kettle Falls, WA - NFMS

2 - "The Dinosaur Hunter"
Rick Smith, poet

The Rostrum
Maryland Geological Society

Baltimore, MD - EFMLS

BULLETIN EDITOR'S AWARDS
continued from page 10 

continued on page 12

3 - "Still Rocking 
(A Rockhounds Christmas Letter)"

Karol Cawthon, poet
Grindings

Idaho Gem Club, Boise, ID - NFMS

4 - "Best Part of a Field Trip"
Judith Washburn, poet

LOESS Bulletin
Lincoln Orbit Earth Science Society

Springfield, IL - MWF

5 - "This Old Hammer"
Terry Proctor, poet

Back Bender's Gazette
Houston Gem & Mineral Society

Houston, TX - SCFMS

6 - "Springtime in the Rockies"
Ed Gage, author

The Stone Chipper
Austin Gem & Mineral Society

Austin, TX - SCFMS

7 - "Love on the Rocks"
Ike House, poet
The Rock Rattler

Ark-La-Tex Gem & Mineral Society
Bossier City, LA

8 - "Minerals & Gems of Asia"
Mitch Cohen, poet

Bulletin of the New York Mineral Club
New York Mineralogical Society

New York, NY - EFMLS

9 - "Be Careful What You Wish For"
Charles Ables, poet
Rockhound News

Heart of Wisconsin Gem & Mineral Soc.
Marshfield, WI - MWF

10 - "Rollin' Rock?"
Wayne Mills, poet

Ore-Cutts
Orecutt Mineral Society
Santa Maria, CA - CFMS

Honorable Mention
"An Editor's Lament"
Wilma Ramming, poet

Stillwater Gem & Mineral Society
Stillwater, OK - RMFMS

"Comet Dust"
Don Kaufman, poet
Rock Buster News

Central Pennsylvania Rock & Mineral Club
Harrisburg, PA - EFMLS

JUNIOR POETRY
1 - "Rocks are Awesome"

Emily Smith, poet
The Rock Rattler

Ark-La-Tex Gem & Mineral Society
Bossier City, LA - SCFMS

2- "Diamonds:  My Best Friend"
Chelsea Holder, poet

The Rock Rattler
Ark-La-Tex Gem & Mineral Society

Bossier City, LA - SCFMS

3 - "Away I Go"
Micah Adams, poet
The Rock Rattler

Ark-La-Tex Gem & Mineral Society
Bossier City, LA - SCFMS
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SPECIAL PUBLICATIONS
1 - Gem Capers 2006 Show Guide and Rockhound 

Resource
Lyan Young, author

Austin Gem & Mineral Society
Austin, TX - SCFMS

2 - Let The Show Begin
Judith Washburn, author

Lincoln Orbit Earth Science Society
Springfield, IL - MWF

3 - Lynchburg Gem & Mineral Society Monthly 
Workshops

Natalie Darling, author
Gem & Mineral Society of Lynchburg

Lynchburg, VA - EFMLS

4 - Show Program - 
"Kansas' Ageless Wonders"

Sandy Reikman, author
Wichita Gem & Mineral Society

Wichita, KS - RMFMS

BULLETIN EDITOR'S AWARDS
continued from page 11

ROSWELL RECAP – WE ENJOYED HAVING YOU!
from Howie Whiting, Convention Advisor and Diane Weir, President

 The Chaparral Rockhounds wants to thank everyone who came to the 2007 AFMS / RMFMS Convention 
this past June.  We enjoyed having everyone and showing off our town.  From our point of view, the week 

was a rousing success thanks to the hard work, not only of the members of our club, 
but also from several officers and committee chairs of both Federations.

 Some interesting statistics:

 There were 132 exhibits and 40 of these were entered in competition.
 The Thursday evening 60th Anniversary Birthday Bash was attended by 155 
people.

 The New Mexico Mineral Symposium attracted a crowd of 50
 The banquet attracted 170 hungry people.
 There were 90 who assembled for the Editors' Breakfast.
 Each of the Pecos Valley "Diamond" field trips attracted 35+ people.
 A whopping 64 stayed on after the Convention and participated in the 3-day field trip.
 The Scholarship Foundation Gemstone auction garnered over $10,000 for the Foundation!  Is this a 
record?
 The Silent Auction, with proceeds given to the Scholarship Foundation, generated $2,345.00.
 The Rollin' Rock Club meeting auction generated $568 for the AFMS Endowment Fund.

 We think everyone had a good time attending the show, visiting with friends - both old and new - and 
touring the area.  It was hot, but Roswell is always hot in June.  

 Thanks to all who came.  It was our pleasure to serve as your hosts.

AMERICAN LANDS ACCESS ASSOCIATION - ANNUAL MEETING REVIEW
by Marve Starbuck, ALAA President

 The annual membership meeting of the American 
Lands Access Association (A.L.A.A.) was called to order 

by President Marve Star-
buck at 3:15 P.M. on Thurs-
day, June 7.   All officers 
were present.  Directors 
Ruth Bailey, Bob & Kathy 
Miller, Bob Carlson, Howie 
Whiting and Dee Holland 
were also present.

 Minutes of the 2006 meeting in Nashville, TN 
were read by Secretary Izzie Burns.  There were no 
additions or corrections.  Bob Carlson made a motion 
to accept the minutes with a second by Dee Holland.  
Motion carried.

 Norm Hanschu present the treasurers report.  
Motion was made to accept the report as given.  Norm 
also reported that there were currently 109 paid 
members and about 100 unpaid members. 

 A discussion took place about the A.L.A.A. booth 
at the Tucson show.  Dick Pankey said that he was 
glad we have people who are willing to man the booth.  
Bill Burns suggested that Shirley Leeson and Carolyn 
Weinberger make a flashy brochure that could be 
handed out at the Tucson booth.

 There was a somewhat detailed discussion about 
the effectiveness of the Blue Ribbon Coalition mem-
bership.  The feeling was that there is a lot of merit 
to continuing to belong to Blue Ribbon.  Hopefully 
people are responding to the e-mail alerts.  Dee Hol-
land made a motion that we continue membership in 
Blue Ribbon, and donate another $500 towards it.  
Motion was seconded and approved.

 Two 3-year Directors were re-elected at this meet-
ing.  One was Dr. Bob Carlson of the Rocky Mountain 
Federation, and the other was John Wright of the 
Southeast Federation. Both Bob and John have been 

long time members of 
A.L.A.A. and will continue 
to be effective Directors.  
According to the Bylaws, 
the terms start immedi-
ately after election.

 The Directors meet-
ing was held immediately 
following the membership meeting with all officers 
and Directors present except Jon Spunaugle, Deen 
Stone, Jim Hurlbut and John Alf.

 Election of 2008 officers was held with the fol-
lowing results:
 President - Dr. Robert Carlson
 Vice President - Dick Pankey
 Secretary - Joyce Hanschu
 Treasurer - Norm Hanschu

 According to the Bylaws, those elected take 
office at the start of the calendar year.

 Treasurer Norm Hanschu requested that the 
group have a yearly budget.  Marve was authorized 
to get with Norm and come up with a budget, to be 
approved by the Directors at a later date.

 Discussion about the yearly dues for clubs was 
held.  Thee was some confusion as to  what they are 
supposed to be.  It was agreed and will be amended 
in the Bylaws, that the fee for clubs to be a member 
of A.L.A.A. will be $50 per year.

 Discussion was held on what to do about former 
members who have not renewed their membership.  
It was decided to notify them via the next A.L.A.A. 
Newsletter and then drop them from the mailing list 
if they do not renew.

 The meeting was adjourned at 4:30 P.M.

POSTCARDS ROSWELL
photos by Barbara Sky

Louellen & Russ Montgomery

Dorothy Le
e

AFMS Preside
nt 1974
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California Federation

  The Oxnard Gem and 
Mineral Society are honored 
to have Dr. K. C. Hara as a 
member. He is a many talent-
ed man, the finest podiatrist 
in Ventura County, who takes 

the time to be a mainstay for OGMS. He quietly 
steps in where he sees the need. This has led him 
to work and acquire non-profit status for the club, 
be President several times, Show Chairman, Head 
of Programs, Coordinator of our classes for the city 
of  Oxnard, teach lapidary, start classes in opal cut-
ting, wirewrapping, and one in lapidary for youth. 
He has been our CFMS Director, demonstrated 
wirewrapping at Camp Paradise as well as helping 
with the evening programs with his fine voice. Sev-
eral times he has brought his singing group to give 
the entertainment for OGMS Christmas parties. 
Offered a gift by a grateful patient, he refused, 
but accepted it as a donation gift with which he 
proceeded to buy four Genie lapidary machines 
and two buffing machines to upgrade our shop. He 
is an accomplished artisan in making, displaying, 
and demonstrating beautiful and unusual jewelry 
at our club show and at the Gem & Mineral Bldg. 
at the Ventura County Fair. All this and he has 
still managed at times to go on field trips.

submitted by the Oxnard Gem & Mineral Society

 It is my pleasure to present Norvie and Vir-
ginia Enns to be recognized as the AFMS Club Rock-
hounds of the Year. Locally, Norvie and Virginia have 
been Reno Gem & Mineral Society members since 
1984. Norvie was field trip director for at least 10 
years, AFMS/CFMS Director for 19 years, Silver 
Fabrication Instructor for 15 years and Casting 
Instructor for 8. He has held the other positions 
of Board Member, Building Director and Shop Direc-
tor. Norvie represents the gem and mineral point 
of view at local BLM meetings. He is a member of 
the Resource Advisory Council subgroup for the 
Blackrock/Highrock Wilderness with the manage-
ment and planning of the BLM. Very recognizable 
in his suspenders and personal panache, new club 
members quickly learn his name and turn to him as 
a valuable resource for advice. Virginia has held 
the positions of Secretary, Assistant Secretary 
and Board Member off and on for many years and 
has taught pearl knotting and beading for years. In 
addition, Norvie has been very active on the regional 
level. In 1989, Norvie first competed in jewelry and 
in 1993 attained both CFMS and AFMS trophies. His 
competition experiences encouraged him to become 
active on the Rules Committee for the past 9 years. 
He also started working with the CFMS Public Lands 
Advisory Committee working to keep rock-collecting 
areas open. For the past 5 years, Norvie has taught 
silver for two weeks each year at Camp Paradise 
for the CFMS. Their contributions have made them 
noteworthy members and their contributions should 
be recognized as priceless.

submitted by Jennifer Rhodes, CFMS/AFMS Director

 The Roseville Rock Rollers Gem & Mineral Soci-
ety presents its 2007 Education Through Sharing 
Award (ACROY) to James Hutchings. Jim joined the 
Roseville Rock Rollers in 2001, bringing with him a 
wealth of information and experience. His love of 
rocks and minerals intrigued him at an early age, 

AFMS CLUB ROCKHOUNDS OF THE YEAR
from Cathy Gaber

while reading his “Little Golden Book” on Geology 
and Minerals, and he soon found that the world has 
many wonders to be discovered. A former Sergeant 
in the California Highway Patrol, he retired after 
more than 25 years in law enforcement/public safe-
ty, just in time to lead our club to an extraordinary 
expansion. Elected President of the Rock Rollers in 
2005, Jim’s ideas were instrumental in providing a 
fantastic show that year when we hosted the CFMS 
Show & Convention in Roseville. Since then, he has 
put forth his vision of establishing a lapidary shop 
and made it come to pass, through much effort and 
time. He said it was a “make or break” proposition 
for our club, and indeed, we made it! Our shop is a 
magnet for more and more new members, and our 
club has doubled from around 80 members to over 
160. We are able to offer adult lapidary classes, and, 
under the leadership of Jim’s wife, Cathy, an ongoing 
monthly program for junior members. Jim’s current 
jobs as club President, “Shop Czar,” and Assistant 
Show Chair have not kept him from going on the road 
with his Mineral Identification presentations at vari-
ous gem shows and school classes, his annual trips to 
Quartzsite and Tucson, and his field trips to search 
for opals and gold. Providing the vision, exhibiting the 
passion, and making the dreams once talked about 
into reality, Jim has been the guiding light for our 
club for three years now. Most importantly, he never 
stops sharing with everyone his knowledge and love 
of learning about rocks and minerals.

 submitted by Terry Yoschak
Treasurer, Roseville Rock Rollers Gem & Mineral Society

Northwest Federation

 Robert and Beverly Bockman 
are nominated as AFMS Club 
Rockhounds of the Year for the 

North Idaho Mineral Club. They bring different 
skills and abilities contributing to successes of our 
club. Bob has served as President and in other club 
offices. He has served as field trip chairman and 
provides many pounds of tumbled rock for use dur-
ing our annual show. He is able and willing to help 
members repair and rebuild their equipment. Beverly 
(Bev) edits our club newsletter, arranges programs 
for club meetings, and served as club Secretary. 
She is a tremendous resource in identification of 
gems, stones and minerals.  Bev is outstanding in 
helping others especially in showcase layout, and her 
ability to find new advertising resources contrib-
utes to the success of our annual gem and mineral 
show. Bev also served several successful years as 
editor of the Northwest Federation of Mineralogi-
cal Societies Newsletter. She has served as show 
chairman and accepts and quickly accomplishes all 
tasks responsibly. Both Bob and Bev are active in 
two other rock and mineral clubs in which they 
hold offices. Both are interested and active in all 
facets of rockhounding and building enthusiasm 
for rockhounding activities. Given their knowledge, 
enthusiasm, personalities and overall love of people, 
their participation in our club provides support and 
friendship for all members.

submitted by Everett Headrick
President, North Idaho Mineral Club

Rocky Mountain Federation

 One of our long standing mem-
bers of over thirty years has 
done so much for this club that 
it very difficult to write this 
award. This person has served 

as a club officer four times, has held chairmanships 
of committees too numerous to count and has hosted 
hundreds of social functions helping the club ac-
complish it goals. She has exhibited at various shows 
around the county representing our club; she has 
traveled to far places and camped in primitive areas 
representing our club; she has welcomed visitors on 
the spur of the moment into her home to enhance 
our club image. In fact, her performance has been 
so professional, low key and efficient that her ef-
forts are now taken for granted. She deserves to be 
recognized. The Chaparral Rockhounds of Roswell, 
New Mexico take great pride in nominating Doris 
Whiting (the hostess with the mostest) as their 
AFMS Club Rockhound of the Year.

submitted by Diane Weir
President, Chaparral Rockhounds

 Brandon Richards, 17 year old son of Virgil and 
Regina Richards of Broken Arrow, Oklahoma, is a 
keeper. He has become invaluable in the few short 
years he has been a member of the Tulsa Rock and 
Mineral Society. Brandon currently handles the 
door prizes at the TRMS monthly meetings. He 
has worked with the silent auctions for the past 
two club shows, taking the chairman position last 
year. His Boy Scout troop provided concessions at 
the 2004 Tulsa show. He will give a club program 
in September about disaster preparedness, safety 
and CPR as part of the requirements for his Eagle 
Scout Award. Brandon helps with rock sales and club 
auctions, always polite and willing to lend a helping 
hand. The Tulsa Rock and Mineral Society is proud 
to nominate Brandon Richards as the AFMS Junior 
Club Rockhound of the Year for 2007.

submitted by Kay Atkinson
TRMS Federation Representative

Taking minutes requires concentration!
       Secretary Anne Cook is up to the task
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Roswell, New Mexico
June 6, 2007

 The 60th annual meeting of the AFMS was 
called to order by president Dr. Robert Carlson at 
9 AM in the large meeting room at the Best West-
ern Sally Port Inn, Roswell, New Mexico.  Those 
present with voting power included president Bob 
Carlson, president-elect Shirley Leeson, Fred 
Schaefermeyer (for 1st v.p. Carolyn Weinberger), 
2nd v.p. Bill Pattillo, Bob Miller (for 3rd v.p. John 
Blue), Lauren Williams (for 4th v.p. Rocky Mc-
Call), and Jim Robinson (for 5th v.p. Don Monroe); 
California Federation president Dick Pankey and 
Isabella Burns (for v.p. Bural LaRue), Eastern 
president Fran Sick and v.p. Ellery Borow, Midwest 
president Eric Peterson and Kathy Miller (for v.p. 
Pam Hecht), Northwest, Dee Holland (for president 
Chuck Sonner) and v.p. Patty Amos, Rocky Moun-
tain president Richard Jaeger and v.p. Stan Nowak, 
South Central president Chuck Schuler and v.p. Ike 
House, and Southeast president Buddy Shotts and 
Betty James (for v.p. Steve Henegar).  Also present 
were secretary Anne Cook and treasurer Pat LaRue, 
who have no vote.
 
 Bob Carlson led the Pledge of Allegiance to the 
flag.  Memorial tributes to members of the various 
federations were given by the regional presidents, as 
well as by Bob.  A moment of silence followed.  Bob 
greeted all those present, followed by a welcome from 
Rocky Mountain Federation president Richard Jaeger 
and one from Howie Whiting for the host club.  He 
reported there are 10 dealers and 131 exhibits, 39 of 
them competitive (one additional competitive case was 
added later).  Bob introduced past presidents of AFMS, 
current officers, directors, and guests.

 Secretary Anne Cook   reported that a quorum 
was present.  Dee Holland MOVED the adoption 
of the rules of the meeting; motion passed.  Rich-
ard Jaeger MOVED the adoption of the agenda 
as distributed; motion passed.  Ruth Bailey was 
introduced as the Parliamentarian.  Dee Holland 
MOVED that the minutes of the previous meeting 
be accepted as distributed, without oral reading; 
Dick Pankey corrected the name of the group giving 
two $500 checks, listed under “Announcements”, 
to “Ye Olde Timers Mineral Club”.  Dee agreed to 
have his motion be “accepted as corrected”.  Mo-
tion passed as corrected.  Reports from all officers 
either were in the packet or were distributed at the 
meeting.  California Federation President Dick 
Pankey’s report was in the packet; there was no 
report from Vice President Bural LaRue.  Eastern 
Federation President Fran Sick’s report was in the 
packet; there was no report from Vice President 
Ellery Borow.  Reports from both Midwest Federa-
tion President Eric Peterson and Vice President Pam 
Hecht were distributed, as were reports from North-
west Federation President Chuck Sonner and Vice 
President Patty Amos.  Rocky Mountain Federation 

President Richard Jaeger’s report was in the packet; 
Vice President Stan Nowak’s report was distributed, 
and he commented that the Oklahoma sand selenite 
collecting area was closed while the Army removed 
devices it had buried there many years ago.  South 
Central Federation President Chuck Schuler had 
a report in the packet; there was no report from 
Vice President Ike House.  Southeast Federation 
President Buddy Shotts had a report in the packet, 
but amended it to say that most clubs had renewed 
their Federation membership.  There was no report 
from Vice President Steve Henegar.
 
 Under committee reports, Cathy Gaber’s re-
port on AFMS Club Rockhound of the Year was 
in the packet, as was Newsletter Editor Carolyn 
Weinberger’s.  Pat LaRue distributed copies of the 
cover letter for the CPA review that replaced the 
formal audit.  All was found to be in order.  Re-
ports were in the packet from Boundaries Chair Dan 
Lingelbach, Bulletin Editors Hall of Fame Shirley 
Leeson, Bylaws Revisory Chair Steve Weinberger 
(its recommendations came later under new busi-
ness), Central Office Administrator, also Steve, 
Commemorative Stamps Chair Wendell Mohr, 
Conservation and Legislation Chair Izzie Burns, 
Education-All American Chair John Washburn, 
who reported that 13 clubs made it to the AFMS 
level, Endowment Fund Chair Joy Bourne (Fran 
Sick reported that she had raffle tickets for anyone 
who had not yet bought as many as they wished), 
Financial Investments Chair Dee Holland, Historian 
Shirley Leeson, International Relations Chair Janet 
Smith, Junior Programs Chair Jim Brace-Thomp-
son, who reported on a poster contest about gems 
of the world, and said 125 new juniors had joined 
the badge program in the last three months, Judges’ 
Training Chair Dee Holland, Long Range Planning 
under Jim Robinson, Nominating Committee, also 
Jim as was the Past Presidents’ Advisory, Program 
Competition Chair Marge Collins, Safety Chair 
Don Monroe, Scholarship Foundation Dee Hol-
land, Show Consultant Mary Trammell, Uniform 
Rules Chair Jay Bowman, who added that one 
minor change had been made to the rules at the 
meeting the previous day, Uniform Rules Eligibility 
Chair Anne Cook, Webmaster Marty Hart, and the 
two Ad Hoc committees, on Advertising by John 
Washburn and the 60th Anniversary Committee by 
Shirley Leeson.  A report on Club Publications was 
distributed by Kitty Starbuck.  There was no report 
from the Name Badge Committee.
 
 Bob then called for Old Business; there was none.  
Two proposed Ad Hoc Committees, to study AFMS 
contests and/or competitions, and to set up inter-re-
gional field trips, were both moved by Dee Holland; 
both passed.  During discussion on the first of these, it 
was emphasized that only AFMS competitions would 
be studied; it would have no effect on purely regional 
ones.  Several additions to Operating Procedures 
were proposed.  Dick Pankey MOVED to add a new 

MINUTES OF THE 60TH ANNUAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
by Anne Cook, Secretary

paragraph 17 to 
President’s O.P. 
and renumber the 
following para-
graphs; motion 
passed.  O.P.#10 
on AFMS Supply 
and Publications Chair was rewritten; Fred Schaefer-
meyer MOVED it be adopted, which passed.  New 
General O.P.#4, for the Immediate Past President was 
MOVED,  again by Fred Schaefermeyer; it passed.  
A new O.P. for the Ad Hoc Inter-regional Field Trip 
Coordinator was MOVED by Buddy Shotts; motion 
passed.  The new O.P. for the Ad Hoc Committee on 
AFMS Contests and/or Competitions was MOVED 
by Dick Pankey.  Isabella Burns MOVED to AMEND 
the motion to add a sentence to the section on Com-
position: “A representative from each Federation 
shall be appointed.”  The amendment passed, then 
the amended motion passed.  President-elect Shirley 
Leeson presented the budget for the coming year, which 
included items for the two new Ad Hoc Committees.  
Buddy Shotts MOVED its adoption; motion passed.
 
 Jim Robinson read the proposed slate of of-
ficers for 2007-2008.  There were no nominations 
from the floor.  Dee Holland MOVED to accept 
the slate by acclamation; motion passed.  Eric 
Peterson MOVED the following: “I move that the 
Ad Hoc Advertising Committee be continued for 
another year to further investigate possible ways 
to advertise the AFMS, and that the committee be 
given $25.00 in operating funds, and $360.00 to 
place an ad in Rock & Gem magazine, with the 
funds coming out of the unrestricted portion of the 
Endowment Fund.”  The motion was seconded, and 
discussion followed.  Some of it concerned the use 
of Endowment Fund money, including whether it 
is just for educational purposes, a question that was 
not definitively answered.  There were questions 
about the set-up of an Ad Hoc Committee.  Shir-
ley recommended using the Long Range Planning 
Committee to research advertising venues, costs, 
and effectiveness.  When the vote was taken, the 
motion failed.
 
 Ron Carman urged all present to attend next 
year’s convention in Humble, Texas on Sept. 26 
to 28, 2008, a 3-day show with the AFMS meet-
ing on Thursday Sept. 25 and the Uniform Rules 
Committee meeting on Wednesday, Sept. 24 in the 
afternoon.  Humble is near Houston.  He had show 
packets available.  Izzy Burns reminded all to send in 
nominations for the National Rockhound and Lapidary 
Hall of Fame.  Bob thanked the host clubs and the 
Rocky Mountain Federation.  Buddy Shotts MOVED 
that we adjourn at 12:25 PM; motion carried.

      Respectfully submitted,

       Anne Cook
       Secretary      
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UPCOMING FEDERATION CONVENTIONS
from Mary Trammel, Show Coordinator

California
Federation

Eastern Federation Midwest
Federation

Northwest
Federation

Rocky Mountain
Federation

South Central
Federation

Southeast
Federation

2007 June 15-17
Lancaster, CA

Oct. 6 - 7
Newark, NY

Aug. 11-12
Houghton, MI

Aug. 3- 5
Butte, MT

AFMS
June 5 - 10
Roswell, NM

Sept. 1 - 2
Arlington, TX

Nov. 9-11
Pascagoula, MS

2008 June 27-29
Ventura, CA

Feb. 23-24
Jackson, MS

June 20-22
Lincoln, NE

June 20-22
Ontario, OR

Oct. 31 - Nov. 2
Tulsa, OK

AFMS
Sept. 25-28
Humble, TX

2009 May 16-17
Berea, OH

AFMS

2010 AFMS
Aug. 5 - 10
Riverside, CA

 The 1st Annual Gemstone Live Auction for the AFMS Scholarship Foundation was a GIANT SUCCESS.  With 
Ed Romack, AFMS Past President and President of the famous Intermountain Faceting Guild, as auctioneer and 
also the guiding light behind the event, the AFMS Scholarship Foundation received $9,245.09.  This was after the 
14K gold mountings ($879.91) were deducted from the total. 
 
 Sincere THANKS to all those who bid on the stones, we can’t thank you enough for your enthusiasm and 
donations. Below are the donors of the stones, and the lucky bidders:

DONOR MATERIAL SIZE WINNING BID BIDDER

Jon Spunaugle CZ 13.52 mm $250 Fred Schaefermeyer
Dick Glismann Quartz 16.75 mm $800 Dorothy Lee
Anonymous Quartz Pear $250 Fran Berting
Barbara Jacobsen Quartz 15.68 mm $175 Fred Schaefermeyer
Russell Watson CZ 12 mm $250 Charles Perkins
Ed Romack Citrine 3 stone pendant $900 Shirley Leeson
Ed Romack Tourmaline Earrings $500 Shirley Leeson
James McClure Sunstone 9 mm $225 Janet Smith
Art Kavan Apatite 13.2 x 8.8 mm $500 Pat LaRue
Art Kavan Sapphire Earrings $450 Bill Smith
Reivan Zeleznik Emerald 7.19 x 5.73 mm $525 Pat Snyder
Glenn Klein Quartz 21.6 x 13.5 mm $525 Pat Snyder
Dallas Hale CZ 13 x 13 mm $150 Bev Dillon
Dallas Hale Quartz 16.9 mm $150 Kathy Peterson
Ed Romack Topaz 7.7 mm $350 Anonymous
Gary Peterson Aquamarine 8.5 mm $600 Carroll Dillon
Dr. Robert Carlson Zircon 10.92 mm $900 Fred Schaefermeyer
Carl Unruh Peridot 9 mm $625 Judith Washburn
Gary Peterson Diamond .52 mm $1700 Shirley Leeson
Frank Markham Amethyst Ring 9.4 mm $350 Fran Berting

A SUCCESS BEYOND OUR WILDEST DREAMS!
by Dee Holland, AFMS Scholarship Foundation President

 If you’re wondering why many of the “Quartz” 
went for such high prices, it’s because of the cut 
and in some cases, the historic nature of the cutter 
and/or stone.

 Ed has already begun looking for special stones 
for next year’s auction in Houston.  The Houston 
Show Chairman, Scott Singleton is already making 
arrangements for the auction.  Life is good….  Hope 
to see YOU next year at the 2nd Annual AFMS 
Scholarship Stone Live Auction.

Pres.-elect Shirley Leeson and Marve & Kitty Starbuck 
ponder which stones to bid on.
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 1. Adherence to the AFMS Code of Ethics 
assures compliance with most statutes and regu-
lations governing collecting on public lands and 
encourages respect for private property rights 
and the environment. Clubs are urged to read 
the AFMS Code of Ethics in at least one meeting 
every year, to publish the Code frequently in the 
club newsletter, and to compel compliance on club 
field trips.

 2. Individuals and clubs are urged to write 
their elected representatives and land use man-
agement agency supervisors regarding issues of 
rule making, legislation and enforcement affect-
ing field collecting of minerals and fossils.

 3. Individuals and clubs are urged to join 
and support activities of the American Lands 
Access Association (ALAA), a sister organization 
with responsibility for advancing the interests 
of earth science amateurs with legislatures and 
land use management agencies.

 4. The AFMS will receive a report from 
ALAA at its annual meeting.

 5. The AFMS endorses the principle of 
multiple use of public lands as a guarantee of 
continuing recreational opportunities.

 6. Wilderness and monument designations 
are inconsistent with the principle of multiple 
use.  In view of the vast amount of public land 
already designated as wilderness and monuments, 
future such designations should be minimal, tak-
ing into account the increased demand for rec-
reational opportunities, including rockhounding, 
created by a growing population.

 7. In furtherance of the principle of multiple 
use, the AFMS believes that laws, regulations 
and rules established by relevant governmental 
authorities should be designed to allow freest 
possible access to all public lands, coupled with 
minimal restrictions on the recreational collec-
tion of minerals, fossils, gemstone materials and 
other naturally occurring materials.

 8. A right to collect minerals and fossils on 
public lands should be protected by statute.

 9. The AFMS urges its members to work 
with any or all government authorities to achieve 
a good working relationship in order to improve 
the "Public Image" of recreational collectors.

AFMS CODE OF ETHICS

 I will respect both private and public property and will do no collecting on privately owned land 
without the owner’s permission.
 
 I will keep informed on all laws, regulations of rules governing collecting on public lands and will 
observe them.
 
 I will to the best of my ability, ascertain the boundary lines of property on which I plan to collect.
 
 I will use no firearms or blasting material in collecting areas.
 
 I will cause no willful damage to property of any kind - fences, signs, buildings.
 
 I will leave all gates as found.
 
 I will build fires in designated or safe places only and will be certain they are completely extinguished 
before leaving the area.
 
 I will discard no burning material - matches, cigarettes, etc.
 
 I will fill all excavation holes which may be dangerous to livestock.
 
 I will not contaminate wells, creeks or other water supply.
 
 I will cause no willful damage to collecting material and will take home only what I can reasonably use.
 
 I will practice conservation and undertake to utilize fully and well the materials I have collected 
and will recycle my surplus for the pleasure and benefit of others.
 
 I will support the rockhound project H.E.L.P. (Help Eliminate Litter Please) and Will leave all col-
lecting areas devoid of litter, regardless of how found.
 
 I  will cooperate with field trip leaders and those in designated authority in all collecting areas.
 
 I will report to my club or Federation officers, Bureau of Land management or other authorities, 
any deposit of petrified wood or other materials on public lands which should be protected for the 
enjoyment of future generations for public educational and scientific purposes.
 
 I will appreciate and protect our heritage of natural resources.
 
 I will observe the “Golden Rule”, will use “Good Outdoor Manners” and will at all times conduct myself 
in a manner which will add to the stature and Public “image” of rockhounds everywhere.

AFMS LAND USE POLICY

THE AMERICAN LANDS ACCESS ASSOCIATION, INC.
              Protecting the Public Lands for the Public

Please enroll me as a member of the ALAA!  Annual membership fee is $25.00  ____New
                     _____Renewal

NAME_____________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS__________________________________________________________________

CITY___________________________STATE____________ZIP_______________________

PHONE___________________________E-MAIL___________________________________

CLUB AFFILIATION_____________________________________FEDERATION__________

HOBBY INTEREST____________________________________________________________

Remit fees to:  ALAA, Norm Hanschu Treasurer, 6607 Sturbridge Ln; Canton, MI 48187-2638.

The ALAA is a 501(c)(4) organization.  It's purpose is promoting and ensuring the right of the amateur hobby collecting, recreational 
prospecting and mining, and the use of public and private lands for educational and recreational purpose; and to carry the voice 
of all amateur collectors and hobbyists to our elected officials, government regulators and public land managers.  Contributions 
to the ALAA are not deductible as charitable contributions for Federal Tax Purposes.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW!

2008 AFMS CONVENTION & SHOW

HUMBLE (HOUSTON), TX
SEPTEMBER 23 - 28


