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Also In this Issue

A.F.M.S. Newsletter
Endowment Fund Drawing Update

from R. J. Harris

 I am excited to report that we have picked 
up sellers for Midwest, 
Southeast ,  and South 
Central. In addition we 
have several  prizes to 
add.  Photos for some will 

be displayed next month.

 Thank you to the following for stepping up to 
serve as AFMS Endowment Fund Chairs for their 
regions:

	 California	Federation:	Colleen	McGann
  PO Box 224; Santa Clara, CA 95052
  <Colleen.mcgann@hds.com>

	 Eastern	Federation:	Carolyn	Weinberger
	 	 PO	Box	302;	Glyndon,	MD	21071-0302
  <editor@amfed.org>

 Midwest:  J C Moore
	 	 25235	N	State	Route	97
	 	 Cuba,	IL	61427
  <JCMoore3rd@gmail.com>

	 Northwest	Federation:	Chris	Blickfeldt
	 	 236	Tollgate	Rd;	Boise,	ID	82716
  <grumpies@q.com>

	 Rocky	Mountain	Federation:	Richard	Jaeger
	 	 3515	E	88th	St;	Tulsa,	OK	74137-2602
  <RjgrSci@aol.com>
 
 South Central:  Catherine E Rouchon
	 	 5845	Winchester	Lane
	 	 Clinton,	LA	70722
  <rouchonc@starband.net>

	 Southeast:		Barbara	Green
  SFMS Treasurer
	 	 116	Sycamore	Dr.
	 	 Marietta,	SC		29661
  <greentop@bellsouth.net>

	 The	following	raffle	items	have	been	added	and	
will be featured with a photo next month:

 Prize #9:  Framed Fossil Fish from Rocky Moun-
tain	Federation	Chair,	Richard	Jaeger.

		 Prize	#10:		A	rare	find	of	stacked	“Jerry	Quartz”	
crystals	from	Arkansas.	Donated	by	Danny	Griffin,	
SFMS President. (SFMS).  

	 Prize	#11:		A	channel	inlay	piece	in	the	style	of	
Scottish	Victorian	jewelry	of	the	1800’s.		It	features	

a sterling set with agate 
and jasper. The piece is 
being made now and will 
be gorgeous.  Crafted and 
donated by AFMS Presi-
dent	 Don	Monroe,	 the	
piece has an estimated 
value of $350.  (AFMS)

	 Prize	 #12:	 	Acanthite	
from the Imiter Mine nr. 
Tinerhir, Ourzazate Prov-
ince,	 Morocco.	 Donat-
ed by Steve and Carolyn 
Weinberger,	the	specimen	
has	an	estimated	value	of	
$100.	(EFMLS)

	 Prize	#12:		Prize	#13:	Calcite	from	Charcas,	San	
Luis Potosi, Mexico. 
Donated	by	Steve	and	
Carolyn	Weinberger,	
the specimen has an 
estimated value of 
$100.	(EFMLS)

	 I	 hope	 to	have	 a	 nice	 selection	of	 others	 to	
unveil, along with photos of these treasures next 
month.	We	welcome	your	donations.	 To	donate,		
contact me at: roqfreq@rjharris.com.

 You can see color photographs of most of the 
prizes to date on the AFMS web site (www.amfed.
org>.		You	can	also	find	the	contact	information	for	
your	federation	ticket	seller	in	the	same	place.			

 Tickets are $5 each or 5 for $25. Please buy many 
and	buy	often!
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Matt	Charsky
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3rd Vice President
Ann James

<amariann113@yahoo.com>

4th Vice President
Sandy Fuller

<MWFtreas@Rock-Biz.biz>

5th Vice President
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2181	Ambleside	Dr	#402
Cleveland,	OH	44106
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The	“Deal” a true story

 About 20 years ago, give or take a few, I received a telephone 
call from Ed Elam who is remembered by many of you as a master 
of the art of channel or as called by some, channel inlay.  Ed noted 
that	we	had	lost	two	of	our	old-time	instructors	and	that	he	wanted	
to insure that the future of channel was preserved and the art form 
would continue to be taught.
 
 Ed offered me a deal that involved coming to his home in Brent, 
Alabama.  He promised that if I would spend time working with him 
that he would teach me all that I needed to know about doing chan-
nel.  He further stated that he would help me assemble the tools needed to do channel work and 
furnish	me	with	some	of	his	slabbed	material	to	get	started.	 	Well,	 I	 took	him	up	on	his	offer	and			
this	was	followed	with	the	opportunity	to	teach	with	Ed	at	John	C.	Campbell.		We	did	this	together		
for	several	years.		During	this	period	I	also	taught	channel	at	William	Holland	and	recruited	my	wife	
Ann who had developed a significant ability to do channel work.  I continued to teach with Ed until 
his	wife’s	physical	condition	forced	him	to	give	it	up.			After	Ed	retired	from	teaching	I	continue	to	
this	date	at	William	Holland	and	we	teach	a	few	private	students.	

 There is a message in this story which is that all of us that teach need to sponsor someone to 
take up our job when we must give it up.  Ann and I have concentrated on a few dedicated students 
and hopefully we will have them to take up the challenge when we are no longer able to teach.

 The Eastern Federation has a competition program entitled "Each One Teach One" which recog-
nizes Eastern club members who teach others.  Clubs and individuals submit information about their 
members who teach skills to others as Ed did to me with no monetary remuneration for their time 
or effort. A committee reads all the nominations and makes a determination as to the winner.  It's a 
great way to ensure that the skills we've all learned continue for the next generation and to recognize 
those who see that it happens.  
 
 Our own AFMS Club Rockhound of the Year program can be used as a way of saying "thank you" 
to the members who teach others.  Each club may submit the name and information about one 
member (or husband and wife team) each calendar year.  I'd like to see more clubs brag about these 
important members each month.  Just send your submission to your regional federation "ACROY" 
chair and you'll see them honored   in the pages of the AFMS Newsletter.

            Don

The Way I See It
by Don Monroe, AFMS President

Book Review for a Great New Kid’s Book:
A Rock Is Lively

 I work in academic publishing and as a result, 
I	get	sent	to	annual	conventions	of	 the	American	
Library	Association,	where	the	huge	halls	of	city	con-
vention	centers	are	filled	to	bursting	with	publishers	
and	their	books.		In	addition	to	fulfilling	the	duties	
of my day job, I always make a point of cruising the 
rows	of	trade	publishers	and	children’s	book	pub-
lishers	to	see	if	there’s	anything	new	worth	recom-
mending to clubs with pebble pups and juniors.  

	 This	year,	I	made	a	real	gem	of	a	find:		A Rock Is 
Lively, by	author	Dianna	Hutts	Aston	and	illustrator	
Sylvia	Long.		Published	in	2012	by	Chronicle	Books	
in San Francisco, this is as gorgeous to peruse as it 
is	informative	to	read.		

	 Long’s	colorfully	detailed	paintings	of	rocks	and	

Having Fun:  Junior Activities
by Jim Brace-Thompson, Junior Activities Chair

minerals on the cover caught my eye, as did the 
poster they were hand-
ing out for free in the 
booth.  As I read, I be-
came hooked, learning 
new things that I imme-
diately incorporated into 
a	 school	presentation	 I	
had scheduled for the 
following week—such as 
the	melting	temperature	
of rocks, the oldest rocks 
found on earth, uses of rocks, and more.  

	 A	brief	and	easy	read,	with	 fun-filled	 facts	on	
each	page	beautifully	illustrated	with	richly	colorful	
paintings,	 this	 is	 the	perfect	book	 to	get	 for	 your	
club library and/or to recommend to your younger 
pebble	pups.		It’ll	show	them	that	rocks	are	not	only	
interesting	and	fun—but	lively,	too!
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Purpose of the AFMS:   
To promote popular interest and education in 
the various Earth Sciences, and in particular 

the  subjects of Geology, Mineralogy, Paleontol-
ogy, Lapidary and other related subjects, and to  

sponsor and provide means of  coordinating 
the  work and efforts of  all persons and groups 
interested therein; to sponsor and encourage 

the formation and international development of  
Societies and Regional Federations and by and 
through such means to strive toward greater  

international good will and fellowship.

The A.F.M.S. Newsletter is
 published monthly except January,

July and August by the 
American Federation of 
Mineralogical Societies

Address corrections and changes
Subscription Information

Distribution Questions
Each Regional Federation Club is entitled 

to receive three (3) copies of the
 AFMS Newsletter.  

These are sent to the President, Editor 

and Federation Director or Secretary.  

Subscriptions are $4.50 per year
Remit payment to the  

AFMS Central Office
Checks should be made payable to 

“AFMS”

Address maintenance and mail label-
ing are the responsibility of the  AFMS 

Central Office.  
All changes and questions  should be 

sent to:

AFMS Central Office
Steve Weinberger

PO Box 302
Glyndon, MD 21071-0302

410-833-7926
<central_office@amfed.org>

Content – Letters
Editorial Comments – Submissions

Any communication concerning the content 
or format of the Newsletter should be 

sent to the Editor:
Carolyn Weinberger

PO Box 302
Glyndon, MD 21071-0302

410-833-7926
<editor@amfed.org>

Deadline is the 1st of each month 
preceding publication

(i.e. April 1 for the May issue)

Material in this Newsletter may be duplicated 
for non-commercial purposes provided credit 

is given this publication and the author. 
For commercial use, the individual author(s) 

must be contacted for approval.

Eastern Federation
 
		 The	 Che-Hanna	 Rock	 &	
Mineral Club members and I 
nominate Cameron Shepler 
as our Junior Club Rockhound 
of the Year. Cameron will turn 

16	this	July.	For	the	last	8	years	he	has	worked	the	
children’s	mini-mine	 at	 our	 show.	 Starting	 right	
after	school	on	Friday,	Cameron	helps	with	show	
set-up	and	helps	all	day	Saturday	and	Sunday.	As	he	
grew	older,	so	did	his	responsibilities	in	our	Junior	
club.	As	Junior	Club’s	President	for	8	years	he	has,	
for the last 4 years, trained the other kids to work 
the	mini-mine	and	other	show	kids	activities.	He	
helps however and wherever he can with the show 
and	meetings.
 
 Cameron has presented programs on rocks 
and minerals at the local nursing home, boy scouts 
and	to	his	club.	We	are	honored	that	Cameron	has	
made our club and hobby an important part of his 
young life and hope it will be a hobby for the rest 
of his life.

submitted by Inga Wells

	 The	Staten	Island	Geological	Society	is	hon-
ored	to	select	Dorothy	Dadswell	Fleming	as	our	
Club Rockhound of the Year.

	 Dorothy	(Dot)	Fleming,	a	club	member	for	35	
years, had a love of geology and nature right from 
the	very	beginning.	Dot	turned	those	loves	into	
opportunities	 to	 share	 them	with	Girl	 Scouting	
groups, our rock club, and any other group inter-
ested	in	learning.	Dot’s	arts	and	crafts	skills	were	
in constant demand and always kindly offered. 
Dot	and	her	late	husband	Denis	(Bob)	did	so	much	
for the club that the list of their activities would 
fill the page. Suffice it to say that together they 
offered teaching, sharing, leading and perhaps 
most	 important	 -	 offering	 a	 smile	 and	 helping	
hand	whenever	 needed.	 Dots	 smiles	 and	 kind	
words were a constant light shining in the club.
 
	 Rest	in	Peace	Dot.

submitted by Dorothy E. Fleming

Midwest Federation

 Never in the history of the 
Ozark	Earth	Science	Gem,	Min-
eral	&	Fossil	Club	has	anyone	
ever received both the Rock 
Hound of the Year Award and 

the Merit Award, as an individual, until this last 
December.	 However,	 because	 of	 his	 continual	
endeavors to make this club a better place for 
all the community to learn all aspects of geology, 
Edward Hakesley was awarded both awards. 

	 In	awarding	the	plaques,	President	Sharon	Wad-
dell listed some of the things Edward does as:
	 •Setting	up	and	leading	field	trips
	 •The	making	of	and	giving	of	his	own	original	

AFMS Club Rockhounds of the Year
from Evelyn Cataldo, AFMS Chair

programs
	 •Arranging	for	speakers	to	speak	at	meetings
	 •Choosing	 interesting	 and	 informative	
monthly programs
	 •Arriving	before	all	other	members	and	set-
ting the room up, then breaking it down after all 
leave.
	 •Being	 active	 in	 several	 other	 clubs	 from	
other states
	 •Attending	symposiums	all	across	the	country
	 •Collecting	all	throughout	the	U.S.
	 •Sharing	his	finds	with	other	members
	 •Giving	 an	 educational	 class	 on	 identifying	
and testing minerals in the field geared to the 
beginner rock hound and as a refresher for all 
others.

  I might add too, he put together the first 
micro mount meeting our group ever had and 
has been active in helping to keep it going ever 
since.

submitted by Brenda Johnson, Editor 

Southeast Federation
 
	 	 The	Greensboro	Gem	and	
Mineral	 Club,	 Inc.	 of	 Greens-
boro, NC is honored to name 
John Hiller as Club Rockhound 
of the Year.  John is a long 

time member of our Club.  Over the years, John 
has	 served	 as	 President,	 Vice-President,	 and	
for many years as a member of the Board of 
Directors.	 	 John	 is	 the	Club’s	premier	 faceting	
educator and has taught lapidary art to scores 
of	members	and	non-members.		John	taught	at	
the local community college and the Center for 
Creative Arts.  John instituted and judged our 
yearly faceting contest.  In addition, John pro-
vided several presentations during our monthly 
meetings.	 	 As	 Chair	 of	 the	 Piedmont	Gemcut-
ter’s	Guild,	John	provided	many	articles	for	our	
monthly newsletter, The Piedmont Prospector.

submitted by: Joseph P. Maguire, Jr., Secretary

 Does your club have an outstanding member (or 
husband and wife team)?  Does your club have an 
outstanding junior?  I would wager that the answer 
to each of these questions is a resounding "yes". 

 Why not recognize them publicly by submitting 
their name and a brief paragraph (100 words or less) 
telling everyone why these people are important to 
your club?  

 You can submit the name of one adult (or couple) 
and one junior each calendar year by sending the 
information about your honoree to your regional 
federation "Club Rockhound" program chair and to 
me at <ecataldo@cbtabs.com>.  
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California
Federation

Eastern 
Federation

Midwest
Federation

Northwest
Federation

Rocky Mountain
Federation

South Central
Federation

Southeast
Federation

2013
May 31-June 2

Ventura, CA
June 1-2

Smithtown, NY
April 6 - 7
Lincoln, NE

August 9–11
Butte, MT

May 17-19
Sandy, Ut

August 17- 18
Bossier City, LA

AFMS
Sept. 20-22

Jacksonville, FL
2014

March 29-30
Plymouth Mtg, PA

Oct. 18 - 19
Des Moines, IA

August 15-17
Hermiston, OR

AFMS
July 9 - 13

Tulsa, OK
2015 AFMS

Austin, TX

Are You Willing to do A BLM/Forestry Cleanup As Part of Your Field Trips on Public Lands?

	 ALAA	is	asking	you	to	get	involved.		When	you	go	out	on	a	field	trip	on	public	lands,	contact	the	BLM	
and/or Forestry or State Lands, and offer to do a clean-up under 
their direction.  This	is	key.		They	will	work	with	you	on	a	location	
near your campsite and they will have someone on the day of the 
clean-up	there	to	supervise.		They	will	also	provide	trucks	to	haul	
away the trash, etc.  Take pictures of the event. (they will most likely 
take pictures too).

	 If	you	are	willing	to	participate,	contact	me	and	I’ll	send	you	some	
ALAA	TRASH	BAGS	–	they	have	our	logo	and	the	words	“TRASH,	Pack	
more	out	than	In.”		Have	them	in	the	front	of	the	picture.		The	BLM,	
etc.		will	give	you	plastic	trash	bags	for	the	rest	of	the	refuse	and	
trash.  

	 Send	pictures	with	the	club	name,	city	and	state,	and	the	location	
of	the	clean-up	and	the	government	body	who	supervised	the	event	to:	
<info@amlands.org>	and	we’ll	see	they	are	put	up	on	the	website	and	
also	do	a	write	up	in	the	ALAA	Newsletter.		

	 I	also	suggest	you	send	a	picture	and	article	to	your	regional	federa-
tion	newsletter	editor	for	recognition	there	too!

	 Let’s	get	rockhounds	recognized	once	again.	It	will	help	us	when	we	
ask the government to keep our public lands open for all of us.

	 Note:		Sending	ALAA	trash	bags	will	take	time,	plan ahead. 

	 More	information	about	ALAA	and	its	activities	can	be	found	at	<amlands.org>.

ALAA News
from Shirley Leeson, ALAA President

Upcoming Regional Federation Conventions
from Bob Livingston, Convention Coordinator

AFMS Code of Ethics

 I will respect both private and public property 
and	will	do	no	collecting	on	privately	owned	land	
without	the	owner’s	permission.
 I	will	keep	informed	on	all	laws,	regulations	of	
rules	governing	collecting	on	public	lands	and	will	
observe them.
 I will to the best of my ability, ascertain the 
boundary lines of property on which I plan to collect.
 I	will	use	no	firearms	or	blasting	material	 in	
collecting	areas.
 I  will  cause no willful damage to prop-
erty	of	any	kind	-	fences,	signs,	buildings.
 I will leave all gates as found.
 I	will	build	fires	 in	designated	or	safe	places	
only	and	will	be	certain	they	are	completely	extin-
guished before leaving the area.
 I	will	discard	no	burning	material	-	matches,	
cigarettes,	etc.
 I	will	 fill	 all	 excavation	holes	which	may	be	
dangerous to livestock.
 I will not contaminate wells, creeks or other 
water supply.
 I	will	cause	no	willful	damage	to	collecting	material	
and will take home only what I can reasonably use.
 I	will	practice	conservation	and	undertake	to	
utilize	fully	and	well	the	materials	I	have	collected	
and will recycle my surplus for the pleasure and 
benefit	of	others.
 I will support the rockhound project H.E.L.P. 
(Help	Eliminate	Litter	Please)	and	Will	leave	all	collect-
ing	areas	devoid	of	litter,	regardless	of	how	found.
 I		will	cooperate	with	field	trip	leaders	and	those	
in	designated	authority	in	all	collecting	areas.
 I	will	report	to	my	club	or	Federation	officers,	
Bureau	of	Land	management	or	other	authorities,	
any	deposit	of	petrified	wood	or	other	materials	on	
public lands which should be protected for the en-
joyment	of	future	generations	for	public	educational	
and	scientific	purposes.
 I will appreciate and protect our heritage of 
natural resources.
 I	will	observe	the	“Golden	Rule”,	will	use	“Good	
Outdoor	Manners”	and	will	at	all	times	conduct	my-
self in a manner which will add to the stature and 
Public	“image”	of	rockhounds	everywhere.


