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Time Sensitive M
aterial  - Please do not delay

 When I returned home from the AFMS Convention in Austin in late October, I 
found a message from Scholarship Foundation Treasurer Jon Spunaugle 
on my answering machine.   Jon stated that he missed the Austin meeting 
because he was in the hospital and that he had just been informed by his 
doctor that he has  cancer.  Needless to say, I was shocked at the news and 
can only wish Jon the best in his battle with this horrific disease.

While Jon and his doctors decide on his course of action, and in order to 
ensure that all your Scholarship Foundation donations are deposited and 
processed in a timely manner, please send your donations directly to me at:

AFMS Scholarship Foundation
%Lauren Williams

957 E Elva St
Idaho Falls, ID 83401-2164

  
    On another note, it is almost time for our Regional Federations to decide who they want to 
have as their AFMS Scholarship Honoree for 2016.  I will be e-mailing each of you and asking for 
information on your choice of the individual from your federation who will select the two students 
who will receive the scholarship grants from your federation.  I should have all the information on 
your honoree by mid-January.

    In the meanwhile, I hope all of you will join me in wishing Jon Spunaugle, our long time AFMS 
Scholarship Foundation treasurer and financial advisor, the very best at what he and the doctors 
decide.  Our prayers are with you and your family Jon.

Scholarship Foundation News
from Lauren Williams, Scholarship Foundation President
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The AFMS

Officers:

Proudly Serving 
Seven Regional 

Federations

President
Matt Charsky

<matt2430  at  comcast.net>

President-Elect
  Emerson E Tucker

<emersont  at  suddenlink.net>

1st Vice President
Sandy Fuller

<MWFtreas  at  rock-biz.biz>

2nd Vice President
Doug True

<dtruefossils12  at  yahoo.com>

3rd Vice President
Mark Easterbrook

<asgardsgc  at  earthlink.net>

4th Vice President
Judy Beck

 <lkbeckfam  at  gmail.com >

5th Vice President
Jennifer Haley

 <ladyuglane  at  napablogger.com>

Secretary
Donna Moore

<MWFsecretary  at  gmail.com>

Treasurer
Pat LaRue

<bplarue  at  earthlink.net>

My Initial View
by Matt Charsky,  President

 On my way up the Presidential ladder, I learned a lot about how the AFMS 
functions.  As I performed my duties in each position, I see three primary 
areas of importance:  membership, contact, and participation.  

 Membership:  AFMS and Regional Federations rely heavily on the funds 
generated from membership dues.  Recent years, except for 2015, have shown 
a slight decrease in the portion of membership dues that comes to AFMS, but 
the decrease does not represent a significant change.  In fact in 2015, most 
Regional Federations increased membership – is this a one year blip?  I hope 
not and so I would like to reward the Regional Federation that increases membership the most from one year 
to the next.  Let’s call it a “friendly competition” that gives one Federation bragging rights for one year.  All 
that has to be done is to compare membership numbers for two consecutive years (2014 and 2015) and the 
highest difference is the winner.  I volunteer to do it for the first year and share the results in early 2016.    

 Contact:  AFMS is set up to encourage contact among all the Regional Federations.  The AFMS Officers 
and Committee Chairs may initially take the lead, but the Regional Representatives need to be players also.  
So let’s have some contact throughout 2016 by all Committees but especially on those that have a combined 
AFMS/Regional Federation focus.  Each AFMS officer has tasks and duties that might be accomplished a 
little easier with some contact.  As President, I will start the ball rolling by contacting the AFMS Regional 
Vice-Presidents, AFMS Committee Chairs, and the Presidents of each of the Federations throughout 2016.  
I would like the AFMS Regional Vice-Presidents who have responsibilities with several AFMS Committee 
Chairs to contact these chairs and find out how that particular Committee is functioning during 2016 – good 
and bad.  You do not have to wait until the 2016 AFMS Convention in July to contact the Committee Chairs.

	 Participation:  AFMS has numerous programs and competitions for the benefit of Regional Federations.  
For example, we have Informational Programs like American Lands Access Association (ALAA), Legislation and 
Conservation, Judges Training Seminar, Special Congress Representing Involved Bulletin Editor (SCRIBE), and 
Safety.  We also have rewarding programs like Club Rockhounds of the Year, Junior Activity Badge Program, 
Program Competition, and Inter-Regional Field Trips.  In addition, we have Competitive Programs like Bulletin 
Editors Advisory Contest (BEAC), Web Site Contest, and All American Club.  Hopefully, none of these programs 
is a surprise to any of you.  My point is that AFMS spends resources on these programs (i.e., people, time, and 
money), so let’s continue to support all of them.  These programs are part of who we are, so please participate.

 If you can do one activity this year, please try to contribute to our Endowment Fund.  With our next 
convention scheduled for July, the time-frame for donations will be limited.  We have a new Endowment 
Fund Chair for 2016, Cheryl Neary, and she is a real gem.     

 Finally, there is nothing like having face to face contacts between AFMS and Regional Federations, so try 
to attend AFMS and Regional conventions and Regional Board meetings if you can. If you cannot be there in 
person, email your ideas and suggestions to the existing officers.  We need to hear from the membership.

 So as I travel to each Regional Convention in 2016, show me what you do to further the hobby and 
maybe it will be part of one of my monthly messages. 

 As the holidays approach, be thankful for your hobby and for the people in the hobby that make it fun 
and educational.

 Till next issue.

      Matt

Please Note:

No AFMS Newsletter is published in January
The next issue will be February 2016 (January 1 deadline)



Purpose of the AFMS:   
To promote popular interest and education in the 

various Earth Sciences, and in particular the  
subjects of Geology, Mineralogy, Paleontology, 

Lapidary and other related subjects, and to  spon-
sor and provide means of  coordinating the  work 
and efforts of  all persons and groups interested 

therein; to sponsor and encourage the formation 
and international development of  Societies and 
Regional Federations and by and through such 
means to strive toward greater  international 

good will and fellowship.

The A.F.M.S. Newsletter is
 published monthly  except 

January, July and August by the 
American Federation of  Mineralogical Societies

Address corrections and changes
Subscription Information, Distribution Questions:

Each Regional Federation Club is entitled 
to receive three (3) copies of the 

AFMS Newsletter.  
These are usually sent to the President, Editor 

and Federation Director or Secretary.  

Subscriptions are $4.50 per year
Remit payment to the  AFMS Central Office
Checks should be made payable to “AFMS”

Address maintenance and mailing labeling are
the responsibility of the AFMS Central Office.
All changes and questions should be sent to:

AFMS Central Office
Steve Weinberger

PO Box 302
Glyndon, MD 21071-0302

<central_office@amfed.org>
410-833-7926

Content – Letters
Editorial Comments – Submissions

Any communication concerning the content 
or format  of the newsletter should be sent to 

the Editor:  Carolyn Weinberger
PO Box 302

Glyndon, MD 21071-0302
<editor@amfed.org>

410-833-7926

Deadline is the 1st of each month 
preceding publication

(i.e. April 1 for the May issue)
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 Nominations for the AFMS Recognition Award were turned in by former AFMS Presidents.  A com-
mittee of myself and immediate Past Presidents Don Monroe and Lauren Williams then selected the 
winner from among those nominated.  I want to thank Dr. Bob Carlson, Ron Carman, Shirley Leeson, 
Steve Weinberger, and Lee Whitebay for supplying information about this years recipient.

 This years winner is receiving the award because of his efforts to promote competitive exhibits and 
train judges.  He’s pretty much the keeper of the Uniform Rules, he can judge just about any lapidary 
and metal working exhibit, is a member of the Lapidary Hall of Fame, instructor at Wildacres, talented 
faceter and teacher of faceting.  His story on how he got interested in rocks was that he picked up several 
handfuls of interesting looking stones in a bazaar in the Far East.  When he got home, he tossed them 
in a tumbler to see how they would shine up.  Several weeks later, after following the instructions, he 
closely inspected his loot.  Most of the stones had vanished and only the corundum (ruby) remained 
looking like the day he bought it.  At that point he decided he needed to know a little more about the 
Mohs hardness scale.  He was also unhappy that he could not collect gem stones laying loose on the 
ground at the South Pole.  He spent several years there when he was in the Navy.  I understand that he 
has a number of good stories if you can just get him talking.

 His motto is: ‘We are not judges but teachers.  We help the exhibitor make their exhibit the very 
best it can be.’  He believes in “If you take a judging point off, you have to justify it in writing on the 
score sheet.”  And, “Don’t let your personal opinion overshadow the rules.” He’s been an inspiration 
to all who have taken the time to learn his philosophy “presenting to the public the very best of what 
rockhounds do – and that’s competition at its finest.”  He seeks to inspire rockhounds to participate in 
the competitive process and to raise their level of expertise and showmanship.

 He has served on the AFMS Uniform Rules Committee many times and has served as chairman of that 
committee more than once.  He has been involved with the Uniform Rules Committee for the Eastern 
Federation for at least 25 years, teaching judges training at Wildacres and for the AFMS there as well.  
He has probably had 200 people take his judging classes at Wildacres.  
He has judged at many local, regional, and AFMS shows. He has also 
taught the AFMS class/seminar on the road in Reno, Nevada (CFMS), 
Ogden, Utah (NFMS) and St. Louis, Missouri (MWF).  He has been on 
the Uniform Rules Committee for the Rocky Mountain Federation for 
many years, serving as chairman several times.  He has conducted 
several ‘Judges & Exhibitors’ seminars in Oklahoma and has judged a 
number of times at local shows, including Tulsa and Oklahoma City, 
and at Rocky Mountain Federation Shows.

 You have probably guessed by now who the committee selected. I am 
honored to be able to present the 2015 AFMS Recognition Award to 

B. Jay Bowman

The 2015 AFMS Recognition Award
by Richard Jaeger, AFMS Past President

The Fabulous “Rock Food Table” on 
display at the AFMS/SFMS Convention
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Celebrating a Milestone:  10,000+ FRA Badges Awarded!

    I’m pleased as punch to announce that we’ve crossed a significant mile-
stone with our AFMS Future Rockhounds of America Badge Program.  On 
October 27, 2015, we surpassed 10,000 badges awarded to kids!  To be 
exact:  10,042 activity badges handed out along with 3,497 Membership 
patches over the years.

    I continue to encourage all clubs with kids to spread the word and utilized 
this program.  You don’t need to have a full group of kids with monthly sessions.  If you have even one 
child in your club, that child can earn badges in a sort of “home-school” fashion so long as a responsible 
adult club member signs off to certify completion of each badge unit.  One mother of a club in Southern 
California recently emailed me to ask about enrolling her 7-year-old son in just such a fashion.  The ironic 
part about this particular incident is that she says she stumbled across the program while searching the 
web for activities since her son is “rock crazy.”  She had no idea the program even existed when, in fact, 
her own club was already enrolled in FRA!  They had gone inactive these past few years and, apparently, no 
one has bothered to tell new members with children about the program.  Here’s enlisting your help making 
sure all clubs are doing their part to spread the word to encourage the next generation of rockhounds by 
awarding them with badges as they learn and have fun!

Having Fun:  Junior Activities
by Jim-Brace Thompson, Junior Activities Chair

AFMS Club Rockhounds of the Year
from Evelyn Cataldo, AFMS Coordinator

 The deadline for sending your club’s 2015 Rock-
hound of the Year is December 31 so time’s	running	
short.  Just send the name of your club honoree (one 
individual or couple living in the same home per club) 
plus the name of your junior honoree if you have 
one,  along with the name of your club and a brief 
(100	words	or	less)	bio	about	why	your	selection	is	
valuable to your club.  All submissions should be sent 
to	your	 regional	 federation	ACROY	representative,	
preferably by e-mail for quicker submission.  

California Federation
 The Sierra Pelona Rock Club is 
proud to name Shep Koss as our 
Rockhound of the Year 2015.  Shep 
was a Federation Field Trip leader 
and Director for many years, a 

scouting rockhounding mentor, and an advocate for 
the protection of our collecting sites.  He co-authored 
the book “Rockhounding California,” searched out new 
collecting areas; was always available to anyone in need 
of help or advice, including his disabled brother.  Shep 
donated his fossil find of the sea lion “Allodesmus,” to 
the Natural History Museum of L.A. for research and 
education programs.  Shep mentored many new enthu-
siasts to our hobby over the years.  Those folks are now 
teaching the new ones about cutting, shaping, polishing 
stones, bench techniques, seeking out collecting sites 
and mineral identification, so the gift of his knowledge 
continues.  Shep passed away September 1, 2015, but 
his legacy will surely live on. 

submitted	by	Janelle	Williams,	
Ken Rogers & Nancy Bird

 The Conejo Gem & Mineral Club proclaims 
Mike Havsted as their 2015 AFMS Rockhound of 
the Year.  Even though a fairly new member (2010), 
he became the CFMS Federation Director and a vol-
unteer extraordinaire at our shows working on the 
silent auction and set up and take down. Mike also 
works with the Cub Scouts and Webelos helping 
them earn their Gemology and Geologist Badges.  
He has won many awards and honors for his cases 
including the esteemed Ray Meisenhiemer Mineral 
Award presented by the Conejo Club.  He is also 
a speaker on Meteorites, Camp Paradise, and the 
Tucson Gem Shows. Additionally, Mike presented 
his program on Meteorites at the CFMS 2013 
Show & Convention sponsored by the Tri-Clubs 
of Ventura Co.  We are proud to honor him as our 
Rockhound of the Year.

submitted	by	Rob	Sankovich	President

 Our club, the No. Orange County Gem & Mineral 
Society is very proud to honor Eric Castillo as our 
Junior Rockhound of the Year. Eric is 13 years old 
and a charter member of our Future Rockhounds 
of America (Rockin Rubies). He is present at all club 
events and participates in most activities.  Eric is also 
a member of the 4H Club and won a gold at the state 
level for his power point presentation titled “Rocks 
Dig Them.”  We are proud of his many accomplish-
ments and good leadership abilities. He has spoken 
at our meetings and is very confident in front of the 

continued	on	page	5

AFMS Convention Recap
by Carolyn Weinberger, Editor

 Hosted by the Austin Gem & Mineral Society, 
the 68th AFMS annual convention and meeting 
took place in Austin, TX from October 21 to 25.  All 
events save two were held at the modern Palmer 
Events Center just a few miles from most of the 
hotels where everyone stayed.  Both the Uniform 
Rules Committee and Cracker Barrel were held at 
the AGMS clubhouse nearby.  if you’re in the Aus-
tin area we encourage you to drop by and salivate 
over the well equipped club workshop, library and 
meeting facility.  It’s quite a gem.

 The Uniform Rules Committee meeting went 
smoothly and you can read about the changes that 
were approved on page 7.  The annual AFMS meet-
ing was held on Thursday and proceeded very well.  
The officers noted on page two of this issue were 
elected, the budget for the coming year approved.  
The minutes of the meeting are included in this 
issue on page14 and if you would like a copy of the 
full raft of committee reports, just e-mail the AFMS 
Central Office and request a copy (central_office@
amfed.org).

 The AFMS Scholarship Foundation meeting 
was held following the AFMS annual meeting.  New 
officers were elected and a budget for the year was 
passed as required.  The Scholarship Foundation 
officers for the coming year are:

President - Lauren Williams
Vice President - Matt Charsky

Secretary - Tom Burchard
Treasurer - to be appointed

 In addition to the AFMS meetings, the annual 
Breakfast with the Editors and Webmasters was 
held on Saturday morning (results elsewhere in 
this issue) and featured a presentation to the group 
given via Skype - a first for the group.  

 The Saturday evening awards banquet was held 
to a packed house despite the rains which kept 
some, especially those in the harder hit flooded 
areas around Houston, from attending.  Both the 
SCFMS and AFMS awards for competitive exhibits, 
and All American books were presented and an-
nouncement of the Endowment Fund prizes was 
made.  Introduction via digital presentation of the 
AFMS Scholarship honoree and students selected 
was made and of course the AFMS Recognition 
Award was presented to B. Jay Bowman.

 The club show, held elsewhere at the Event 
Center was a good one and featured 19 competitive 
and 14 non-competitive exhibits including the fa-
mous “Rock Food” table as well as dealers featuring 
minerals, cutting rough, books, fossils and more.  

 Thanks to the Austin Gem & Mineral Society for 
hosting and despite the heavy rain, for providing 
such a nice weekend.
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audience. We are looking forward to what the FRA 
will do in the future with Eric’s leadership.
submitted	by	Loretta	Ogden,	Federation	Director

 
 The El Dorado County Mineral and Gem Society is 
proud to recognize Bob Cerrato as our Society’s Rock-
hound of the Year.  Bob joined our society in 1995, and 
his contributions have been numerous. For 12 years, 
Bob chaired our Society’s Grab Bag committee, which 
involved coordinating the gathering of needed rocks, 
“stuffing day” and delivering the bags to the annual 
county fair and our rock and gem show.  Bob has 
maintained the Society’s trailers, display supplies, and 
equipment; which he transports to our annual show 
and county fair.  For many years, Bob has coordinated 
the purchase of geodes for our annual show from 
dealers in Tucson, personally transporting them back, 
storing them at his home and maintaining inventory.  
Bob is most known as “Rock Man Bob” in our Society. 
We are all so proud of the contributions that he has 
made to the success of our Society!

submitted	by	Fred	Ott

 South Bay Lapidary & Mineral Society (SBLMS) is 
proud to recognize the contributions of Terry and Ter-
esita Vasseur as our 2015 “Rock Hounds of the Year”.  
Terry and Teresita were originally members of the 
Northrup club and helped with the merger of Northrup 
and SBLMS.  Terry has held many positions and is cur-
rently editor of SBLMS’s award winning newsletter and 
the club’s representative to CFMS where he has served 
two years as the CFMS Bulletin Aids Chair.  Teresita is 
invaluable in keeping our club running smoothly; she 
has great energy and is a problem solver, taking the ini-
tiative to get done whatever needs done.  The Vasseurs 
are generous with their contributions of lapidary/bead 
work to the club for its meetings and show.
     			submitted	by	Nancy	Pekarek,	Co-Vice	President	

 When Mike Alvarez joined the Long Beach Min-
eral & Gem Society, he immediately volunteered his 
time on the Board of Directors and re-started the 
club’s library program; often bringing in his own 
personal book collection to loan out.  After that, 
Mike became the Federation Director for the club 
and began taking classes for his gemology degree.  
Most recently, Mike was elected President of our 
Society and has worked to bring the group together 
with his great new ideas and hard work.  Mike is a 
kind, caring person who leads by example and is 
dedicated to the success of the Long Beach Mineral 
and Gem Society.  We are proud to proclaim him 
our AFMS Rockhound of the Year.

Eastern Federation
   The Delaware Valley Earth 
Science Society (DVESS) would 
lik nominate Millars “Mel” 
LeCompte as its 2015 Club rock-

hound of the Year.  

 Mel works tirelessly for the club - opening the 
building for meetings, setting up, cleaning up, and 
teaching the Junior Rockhounders.  He’s a key fig-
ure in making the Sterling Hill Super Dig happen.  
Mel goes up to the mine about a week before the 
dig and helps prepare the property for the event, 
organizing security, putting up registration tents, 
preparing signage and even cleaning up racoon 
poop and scrubbing floors.  Anyone who asks him 
for help gets it.

submitted	by	the	DVESS	Executive	Board

Northwest Federation
 Ken Schmidt, a West Seattle 
Rock Club member since 1996, is 
known to most members as a mas-

ter tumbler of rocks -- enough to fill over 100 grab 
bags for each of the last several shows.  A tireless 
mentor for our Junior members, including the giving 
of tumbled rocks at meetings -- for “youngsters of all 
ages”.  A secondary title is chef at our annual picnic.  
He has presided as club president and chaired many 
committees -- volunteering to help where/when 
needed.  Ken is a true gem of a rockhound.              
   submitted	by	WSRC	Executive	Board

 The Lakeside Gem & Mineral Club of Kennewick, 
WA is excited to announce that Larry Hulstrom is 
our AFMS Club Rockhound of 2015.   Larry has been 
an active member for over two decades and has 
held many positions within the Club; including two 
terms as President.  Larry keeps our club “on task” 
and “on track” to success year after year.  Without 
being asked, he is always instrumental in seeing that 
all club activities run smoothly.  In addition, Larry is 
an accomplished competitive exhibitor of minerals.  
Thank you Larry for all that you do for the Club.

submitted	by	the	Lakeside	Executive	Board

 Scot Jackson, as a member of the young Panora-
ma Gem and Mineral Club of Colville, WA, has actively 
participated in many events.  He has served six years as 
a Trustee and during that time period has run a shop, 
from his home, where he provided lapidary instructions 
for club members.  He even built a room on his house for 
sphere machines!  This year, even with the heat and fire 
season, Scot and his committee members carried out an 
ambitious field trip schedule.  He has been a mainstay 
at every club show by setting up and running the “Kid’s 
Corner”.  We are proud to call Scot our “Rockhound of 
they Year” for 2015.

 submitted	by	Bruce	Hurley,	President

 The Mount Hood Rock Club takes pride in 
presenting Dick Parks and Patty Amos as our Rock-
hounds of the Year for 2015.  Patty is a Past Presi-
dent of Mount Hood and Past President of the NFMS 
as well as being editor of our Mount Hood Rocket 
Newsletter.  Dick has been Treasurer of our club and 
is very active in leading field trips for the club and 

for the Federation.  They store club supplies at their 
place and are very active in club activities.  When 
shows come up, they always have a fine exhibit or 
two to help make the show more complete.  We are 
very pleased to have them as club members. 
	submitted	by	Lamar	Tilgner,	Federation	Director

Rocky Mountain Federation
   Janice Baumeister has been 
named by the Western Dakota 
Gem and Mineral Society as their 

2015 AFMS Rockhound of the Year.  Jan is Editor of our 
club bulletin, The Ammonite.  She is also a member 
of the RMFMS’ Land Advisory Access Committee.  Jan 
has spent many hours researching interesting gem and 
mineral articles, photos, geology, archaeological infor-
mation, comics, lapidary and craft suggestions.  She has 
won numerous awards from the AFMS and the RMFMS 
for her efforts.  Jan has held numerous positions at the 
WDGM rock club.  Busy Jan enjoys playing music (has 
a song published), lapidary, crafts, gardening and of 
course, since 1983, rock, gem and mineral hunting.

submitted	by	Mimi	Lancsak

Southeast Federation
 The Mid-Tennessee Gem & 
Mineral Society (MTGMS) honors 
John Stanley as our Rockhound of 
the year.  John and his family have 

been members of MTGMS since 2001 and John has 
been on the board as the show chairman since 2006.  
Without John’s dedication to the show, we would never 
be able to pull it off so successfully every year.   He is very 
knowledgeable about rocks and minerals and frequent-
ly helps new members identify “mysterious” rocks. He 
has many rock related interests, including field trips with 
his family to various states and has taken classes at our 
jewelry school. We want to thank John Stanley for all 
the years of work he has put in, all the advice, and the 
constant council and dedication to the club.  

submitted	by	John	Martin,	1st	Vice	President

 The Knoxville Gem and Mineral Society names 
Daniel Miller as our AFMS Rockhound of the Year.  
Daniel has been the KGMS field trip director for 15 
yeas.  He has been instrumental in gathering mate-
rials for the kids’ grab bags that the club distributes 
at our annual show.  Daniel has been integral to run-
ning our yearly show.  Daniel has served Knoxville as 
President of the club and as a board member.  He 
has given enormous amounts of time to help the 
club run smoothly as he works quietly behind the 
scenes to solve any problems that arise.

 submitted	by	Knoxville	Gem	and	Mineral	Society

AFMS Club Rockhounds
continued from page 4
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 #2  Tigers eye 
Gem Tree  Donated 
by EFMLS  Wildacres 
Instructor Suzie Mil-
ligan of New York.  
The tree is druzy 
quartz on matrix and 
measures 7.5” high.    
Estimated value is 
$25 (EFMLS).

	 #3		 	Tigers	eye	Bolo	tie	&	matching	pendant			
Donated by the Huffmans of the Catawba Valley 
Gem  & Mineral Club.  The bola is on brown and tan 
leather with feather tips and the pendant is Tigers 
Eye wrapped in 14k gold filled wire. Estimated value 
of the pair is $85.  (EFMLS)

 
            

    
   
	 #	4	 	 	Amethyst	 cluster	 from	 the	Reel	Mine,	
North	Carolina			Donated by Jake Cline of Catawba 
Valley Gem & Mineral Club .  Estimated value $250.  
(EFMLS).  Photo to come!

 #5  Framed Wyoming 
Fossil Fish: Diplomystus     
Donated by Richard 
Jaeger, AFMS Past Pres-
ident.  Estimated value 
$110.  RMFMS

California
Federation

Eastern 
Federation

Midwest 
Federation

Northwest
Federation

Rocky Mountain
Federation

South Central
Federation

Southeast 
Federation

2016 Sept 16-18
Placerville, CA

October 21-23
Rochester, NY

August 19 – 21
South Bend, IN

AFMS
July 27-August 1

Albany, OR
April 22 –24
Wichita, KS

May 7 - 8, 2016
Lubbock, TX

2017
AFMS

Ventura, CA
May 6 –7

Brainerd, MN

2018
AFMS

Oct. 6-7
Springfield, IL

 The 2016 AMFS Convention is being held in late 
July of 2016. So what does that mean?

 It means you need to purchase your tickets (yes, 
you need to be in it to win it!) before July for the 
AFMS Endowment Fund drawing! 

 This year so far, Carolyn Weinberger has agreed 
to once again sell tickets for the EFMLS.  We’ll be an-
nouncing the other regional federation “salesmen” 
in the February AFMS Newsletter and via the AFMS 
Endowment Fund website shortly (www.amfed.
org/>.  The tickets are reasonably priced at $5.00 
per ticket or 5 for $20.00.  

 Now, if you are unable to purchase tickets, have 
no fear because you can help out the Endowment 
Fund by donating items for the drawing.  The criteria 
is quite simple- anything related to our hobby and 
with a minimum value of $25.00 and weighing less 
then 5 pounds.  

 If you chose to donate – and I hope you do- 
please send me a picture via e-mail of your generous 
donation so that I can get it posted to the AFMS 
website and into the newsletter along with a de-
scription, name of your club and estimated value of 
your donation.  You or your club will be recognized 
in the newsletter and on the website.  This is a great 
way to advertise what your club does!

Hurray, Hurray...Step Right Up!!
by Cheryl Neary, 2016 Endowment Fund Chair

 Please contact me via email at <ciervo.neary@
gmail.com> or via cell phone at 516.449.5341 (texts 
work the best) to let me know of your intentions to 
donate.  The item can be shipped to my address, which 
I prefer or brought to the 2016 Convention in Oregon.

 You can also let your Regional Vice President 
know of your intent to donate or buy tickets!

 Why the drawing?  The money collected is for 
the AFMS Endowment Fund.  The interest from the 
monies generated is used for AFMS special projects 
such as, junior badges, judges training, digitizing of 
slide programs, just to name a few. 

 So step right up! Purchase or Donate or why 
not both?

The Donations to date are as follows:

	 #1	#1	Soapstone	Sculpture	Bear.	Donated by 
EFMLS Wildacres 
Instructor-  San-
dy Cline of Cana-
da. (You can visit 
his website to see 
the other incredi-
ble work of his at 
<www.sandycline.

com>.)The bear is approximately 7.5 x 4.5” and has 
an estimated value of $250. (EFMLS).

Upcoming Regional Federation Conventions
from Bob Livingston, Show Coordinator

 We’ve wrapped up all the regional federation conventions for 2015 and a and 
have all but one of our scheduled conventions for 2016 already on the books.   Once 
you’re aware of the dates for your 2016, 17 or 18 (or beyond) convention, please 
be sure to let me know so we can publicize it here.

mailto:ciervo.neary@gmail.com
mailto:ciervo.neary@gmail.com
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Uniform Rules Updates
by Ron Carman, URC Chair

 The AFMS Uniform Rules Committee met on 
October 21, 2015 in Austin, Texas and approved the 
following items:

 1.  Change to Division 1 (Beading), Rule 25.5 - 
Variety of Work.
      Proposed change to read “Variety of Work 
shall include the use of one or more commonly 
known Bead Weaving Stitches, this list is not all-in-
clusive.  Some of the know techniques are:  Peyote, 
Tubular Peyote, Herringbone, Tubular Herringbone, 
Right Angle Weave, Brick Stitch, Ladder Stitch, Square 
Stitch, Netting, Branching, Fringing, Bezeling, Woven 
Chain (Daisy, Petersburg, Herringbone, Simple Spiral, 
etc.) and Bead Embroidery.
 The committee moved, seconded and voted 
unanimously to accept this change.

 2.  Proposed new sentence added on page 
S-I-7-2011 to Rule 5.0(a) Judging of All Competi-
tive Exhibits.  After the fifth sentence, add a new 
sentence: 
 “At an AFMS combined show, no score cards 
are to be posted until both the Regional and AFMS 
judging are completed.  If the regional results are 
posted early, fly-ups will be disqualified.”
 The committee moved, seconded and voted 
unanimously to accept this change.

 3.  Proposed addition of a new class to Division 
A (Open Division).  After discussion, the committee 
believed this new class is desirable, but voted to 
remove the use of Wikipedia as a reference.  
 A committee was formed to find a list of suit-
able references for this class and re-submit this 
list of references for consideration at the next URC 
meeting in Albany, Oregon in 2016.  
 The committee consists of Jose Middleton, 
Chairperson, Laird Fowler, SCFMS, Tom Burchard, 
CFMS and Leslie Wayment, SFMS.

 In addition, several typographical errors to the 
Uniform Rules were corrected.

 These changes will go into effect on January 1, 
2016.  An update to the AFMS Uniform Rules will 
be posted on the AFMS website and will be made 
available to your regional supplies chair (for you to 
purchase)  by that time.   

 As always, we encourage you to try your hand 
at competitive exhibiting.  Read the sections of the 
rules that apply to your division; then enter your 
display in competition.  You’ll get good feedback 
from the judges to help you improve your display 
plus you’ll get the satisfaction of watching all those 
show attendees enjoy your display...and you might 
just win a prize. 

 A number of very knowledgeable and talented 
professionals gathered 
together over the years to 
identify what features in a 
hobby bulletin needed to 
be present to make for an 
effective publication.  They 
used this set of features to 
develop a criteria by which 
bulletins could be judged.  
At the AFMS Convention in 
Austin, this past October, 

we saw a number of very good bulletins which won 
top prizes!  What makes these bulletins so good?  They 
met or exceeded the criteria!  YOU can improve your 
bulletin to award-winning status by making sure that 
your bulletin has the items on this checklist: 

 - neat and attractive

 - bulletin title, club name, city, state, publication 
date on cover or front page AND on every page

 - return address on outside mailing cover

 - editor’s name & contact information

 - club officers, club address or contact info, 
dues, purpose, club federation 

 - date, time, place of regular meeting 

 - pages numbered (except for cover page), 
dated and containing the bulletin name

 - headings, margins, white space, spacing good, 
neat and clean

 - orderly & interesting arrangement of subjects

 - spelling & grammar acceptable

 - all articles credited to writers/publications 

 - info/articles appear correct

 - good use of illustrations, graphics, maps, club 
logo, cartoons, etc.

 - variety of material that fulfills the needs of 
this club 

 - no apparent copyright violations 

 - club programs announced, previous program 
reviewed 

 - highlights of minutes of last club meeting 

 - committee/board meeting reports, president’s 
message 

Producing an Award Winning Bulletin
by Mark Nelson, BEAC Chair

 - field trips, workshops/classes, community/
federation projects announced, reported 

 - coming events or calendar of club activities 
 - events/shows/news of other clubs 

 - news of members 

 - American Federation news 

 - club’s Regional Federation news 

 - articles that are educational, hobby-related 

 - articles of hints & tips, safety info, book re-
views, humor, etc. as appropriate to your club 

 - original articles & items submitted by club 
members 

 - articles from exchange bulletins and/or other 
sources   

 Federation BEACs - the deadline for 2015 ar-
ticles, bulletins, features, poetry and special pub-
lications to be submitted to AFMS is April 1, 2016.  
You will be mailing your submissions directly to the 
judges this year.  A list of AFMS judges will be sent 
to you in January.  Some federations are using Feb-
ruary 5th as a date for receiving submissions from 
their editors. 

 We will be using the same General Guidelines, 
Categories and Fillable Scoresheets as in 2015 
and can be obtained online at http://www.amfed.
org/editor/BEAC/contest.htm.  Beginning in 2016, 
Editors will be required to submit one disk which 
contains PDF files of all entries.

 Please contact your Regional Federation BEAC 
or myself for questions.  A special thanks to SCFMS 
BEAC Kimberly Brannon and AFMS Editor Carolyn 
Weinberger for their input for this article.
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Web Site Competition Results
by Dan Imel

 The 2015 AFMS Web Site competition results were announced at the Breakfast 
with the Editors and Webmasters during the 2015 convention in Austin, Texas.  
Certificates and score sheets were emailed to the AFMS entries shortly after the 
results were announced.

 Here are the results of the 2015 competition:

Place Club Webmaster Federation

First Santa Rosa Gem & Mineral Society Kendra Johns CFMS
Second Jacksonville Gem & Mineral Society Timothy Smeggil SFMS
Third Owyhee Gem & Mineral Society Brad Larson NFMS
Fourth Albuquerque Gem & Mineral Club Joel Johnstone RMFMS
Fifth Pasadena Lapidary Society Mark Nelson CFMS
Sixth Gem & Mineral Society of the Virginia Peninsula Holly Worsham SFMS
Seventh Colorado Mineral Society Julio Edwards RMFMS
Eighth Cañon City Geology Club Jennifer Gerring RMFMS
Ninth North Idaho Mineral Club Michael Burton NFMS
Tenth Contra Costa Mineral & Gem Society Harry Nichandros CFMS
H o n o r a b l e 
Mention

Aiken Gem, Mineral & Fossil Society Patti Bennett SFMS
Chesapeake Gem & Mineral Society Carolyn Weinberger EFMLS
Delaware Mineralogical Society Ken Casey EFMLS
Micromineralogists of the National Capital Area Julia Hrechka EFMLS
Northwest Federation of Mineralogical Societies Brad Larson NFMS

Gem Capers 2015
October 23-25 

Palmer Events Center, Austin, Texas

 There were 19 competitive exhibits up for judg-
ing during the Gem Capers show.  Entries were first 
judged at the South Central Federation level with 
those earning a masters level blue ribbon “flying 
up”  for judging at the AFMS level.

South Central Federation Trophy Winners
 Six SCFMS Trophies were awarded:
 
 Trophy 1 (Open division) -  Julia	Allande, Tulsa 
Rock & Mineral Society
 Trophy 1 (Open division) -  Laird	Fowler, Austin 
Gem & Mineral Society
 Trophy 3 (Minerals) – Laird	Fowler, Austin Gem 
& Mineral Society
 Trophy 7 (Miniature Minerals) – Paul	Otto, 
Northwest Arkansas Gem & Mineral Society
 Trophy 8 (Thumbnail Minerals) – Stretch	&	Lynn	
Young, Austin Gem & Mineral Society
 Trophy 25 (Wire Wrapping) – Chip	Burnette, 
Austin, Gem & Mineral Society

AFMS Trophy Winners
 Twelve AFMS trophies were awarded:

 Trophy 1 (Open division) -  Julia	Allande, Tulsa 
Rock & Mineral Society
 Trophy 1 (Open division) – Jeri Heer, Tampa Bay 
Mineral & Science Club
 Trophy 1 (Open division) -  Laird	Fowler, Austin 
Gem & Mineral Society
 Trophy 2 (Minerals) – Brent	Lockhart, Houston 
Gem & Mineral Society
 Trophy 3 (Minerals) – Laird	Fowler, Austin Gem 
& Mineral Society
 Trophy 7 (Miniature Minerals) – Paul	Otto, 
Northwest Arkansas Gem & Mineral Society
 Trophy 8 (Thumbnail Minerals) – Stretch	&	Lynn	
Young, Austin Gem & Mineral Society
 Trophy 9 (Restricted thumbnails) – Barbara	Sky, 
Show-Me Gems & Minerals
 Trophy 12 (Personally Collected Minerals) - Ron	
Carman, Austin Gem & Mineral Society
 Trophy 22 (Petrified Wood) – Chip	Burnette, 
Austin Gem & Mineral Society
 Trophy 27 (Educational) – Jeri Heer, Tampa Bay 
Mineral & Science Club
 Trophy 39 (Fluorescent Minerals) – Alan	Chere-
pon, Austin Gem & Mineral

 The Lillian Turner Junior Award was given to 
Sara	Verstuyft of the Fredericksburg (Texas) Rock-
hounds for her Educational display.

Competitive Exhibit Results
from Ron Carman, URC Chair

Year End Scholarship Foundation Donations
 With many clubs operating on a fiscal year ending December 31, now is an excellent time to donate to 
the AFMS Scholarship Foundation.

 Does your club pass around a piggy bank at each meeting?  If so, now’s the time to add up those monthly 
donations, write your club check to the “AFMS Scholarship Foundation” and send it off.  Remember that 
you earn recognition credits for every time your club donates $1 for every member.  Overages are stored 
and added to continuing donations.

 Does your club just budget an amount each year for the Foundation donation?  If so, now’s the time 
to write that check and mail it off.

 Do some of your members make individual contributions to the Scholarship Foundation in recognition 
of members who have passed away or members who have had good events occur in their lives?  Now’s 
the time to remind members to write those checks and send them off to the Scholarship Foundation (do 
remember that donations are tax deductable!).  

 All donations, whether from your club or from your individual members, should be made payable to 
the “AFMS Scholarship Foundation” and mailed to your regional federation Scholarship Coordinator.  The 
interest is used for scholarships to 12 graduate students in the earth sciences each year - two from your 
own region.  

 Please be generous with your donations!
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Endowment Fund Drawing Winners
by Donna Moore, 2015 Chair

 The drawing for the 27 prizes donated for 2015 
drawing was held in soggy Austin, Texas, before the 
banquet for the combined SCFS and AFMS Conven-
tion.  Thank you to everyone who donated prizes 
and who bought tickets.  Both help raise money for 
the AFMS Endowment Fund.

 #1 - The copper specimen and stock certificate, 
donated by Pam Hecht of Michigan, were won by 
Jim	Marburger of Hickman, Nebraska.

 #2 - A howelite & onyx necklace and earrings 
were donated by Sharon Rogow of Las Vegas, Ne-
vada.  These were won by Leona	Sheffield	of the 
Southeast Federation.

 #3 - The Withlacoochee River agatized coral 
head donated by the Suncoast Gem & Mineral 
Society was won by Pat	Tucker of Lubbock, Texas.

 # 4- A Phareodus ercaustus fossil fish was do-
nated by J.C. and Donna Moore of Illinois.  It was 
won by Dave	Duncan from California.

 #5 - The Tampa Bay Coral pair was donated by 
Barbara Sky from St. Louis, Missouri.  It was won by 
Keith	Kaneda of Pikesville, Maryland.

 #6 - A framed Diplomystus fish and willow leaf 
fossil was donated by Richard Jaeger from Tulsa, 
Oklahoma.  It was won by Roger	Pullen of Coving-
ton, Washington.

 #7 - An agate bola was donated by Cynthia 
Payne.  It was won by DeLane	Cox of the Rocky 
Mountain Federation.

 #8 - A calcite with celestine specimen was donated 
by Steve & Carolyn Weinberger from Maryland.  It was 
won by Marge	Collins of Buchanan, Michigan.

 #9 - A pair of jade fruits were donated by Cyn-
thia Payne.  These were won by Linda	 Jaeger of 
Tulsa, Oklahoma.

 #10 - Sterling silver necklace with a varisite 
pendant was donated by Cynthia Payne.  It was won 
by Phyllis	Dyer of Annapolis, Maryland.

  #11 - An owl etched in verdite was donated by Cyn-
thia Payne.  It was won by David	Wayment	of Florida.

 #12 - A stellerite specimen donated by Steve 
and Carolyn Weinberg of Maryland  was won by 
Warren Travis from Denham Springs, Louisiana.

 #13 - The gold brachiated red jasper pendant 
donated by Betty Cain from Colorado  was won by 
Sharon	Rogow of Las Vegas, Nevada.

  #14 - A trio of ocean jasper eggs donated by 

Jean and Matt Charsky of Arlington, Virginia, was 
won by Emerson	Tucker of Texas.  

  #15 - A dendritic quartz cabochon that was 
wired wrapped by Doris Keane of Illinois was won 
by Hidemi and Tamolco	Kira of Oregon City, Oregon.
 
 #16 - The dichroic glass disc which was made 
by Julie Whitlatch of Iowa and wire wrapped by 
Doris Keane of Illinois, was won by Mary	Bateman	
of Morristown, New Jersey.

 #17 - A nice mookite carving donated by Matt & 
Jean Charsky of Arlington, Virginia, was won by the 
Suffolk	Gem	&	Mineral	Club of Patchogue, New York.

 #18 - A Herkimer Diamond pendant set on a sil-
ver handmade chain donated by K.C. Foster.  It was 
won by Lisa	Joy	Sachs from Baltimore, Maryland.
 
 #19 - A metal nail trilobite sculpted and donated 
by John T. Benedict.  It was won by Liz	Thomas of 
Coweta, Oklahoma.  

  #20 - A green and purple fluorite carving donat-
ed by Sandy Fuller and Martha Miss of Rock Biz in 
Minnesota.  It was won by Linda	Cable of the Rocky 
Mountain Federation.

 #21 - A calico onyx necklace and earrings donat-
ed by Mary Hicks was won by Jim	Hird from Thorpe, 
West Virginia.

 #22 - A beautiful heart shaped opal crafted by 
Steven Shimatzki of Ohio was won by Celia	Tiffany 
of Missouri.

 #23 - The agate slab donated by the Charlotte 
Gem & Mineral Club was won by Melinda	Moore 
of Edmond, Oklahoma.

 #24 - An 11 pound piece of sodalite donated by 
the Tampa Bay Mineral & Science Club was won by 
Mary	Ann	Rich of Ohio.

 #25 - The 22 pound chunk of African bloodstone 
donated by the Tampa Bay Mineral and Science Club 
was won by Cheryl	Neary of Patchogue, New York. 
 
 #26 - The amethyst spruce gem tree donated 
by Jerri Heer of Florida was won by Bill Forman of 
South Bend, Indiana.

 #27 - The Dogwood Blossom Gem Tree made 
and donated by Jerri Heer of Florida was won by 
Phyllis	Kyle of Lodi, California.  

 Some prizes were picked up at the banquet.  Others 
should be in the mail within two weeks.  Any questions 
can be directed to AFMS 2015 Endowment Chairman 
Donna Moore at <mwfsecretary@gmail.com>.

Editor’s Contest Results
from Mark Nelson, BEAC Chair

New	Editors	
1st Place

Rockhound Record 
Alice LeBonte, editor

Mineralogical Society of Arizona - RMFMS

2nd Place
The Pick & Dop Stick 
Rachele Best, Editor

Chicago Rocks & Mineral Society, MWF

3rd Place
The Virginia Pen 

Daniel Fontaine, editor
Gem & Mineral Soc. of the VA Peninsula, EFMLS

4th Place
The Rock Prattle 

Chip Burnett, Editor
Tri-Cities Gem & Mineral Society, SCFMS

5th Place
The Hounds Tale 

Gerald Pennington, Editor
Arlington Gem & Mineral Club, SCFMS

6th Place
Rockonteur 

James King, Editor
Santa Lucia Rockhounds, CFMS

7th Place
Highlites 

Randall Kokkinen, Editor
Littleton Gem & Mineral Club, RMFMS

Mini	Bulletins
1st Place

Cowtown Gem, Mineral & Glass Club News
Colleen Reigh, Editor

Cowtown Gem, Mineral & Glass Club, SCFMS

2nd Place
From The Top of the Rock Pile 

Anita McCollum, Editor
Cache Rock & Gem Club, RMFMS

Small	Bulletins 
1st Place

The Golden Frog
Anna Christiansen, Editor

Calaveras Gem & Mineral Society, CFMS

2nd Place
The Mineral Mite

Kathy Hrechka, Editor
Micromineralogists of the National Capital Area, 

EFMLS

continued	on	page	10

mailto:mwfsecretary@gmail.com
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3rd Place
The Hound’s Howl

Shellie T. Newell, Editor
Aiken Gem, Mineral & Fossil Society, SFMS

4th Place
Crack ‘N Cab

Daniel Andrianos, Editor
Gem & Mineral Society of Syracuse, EFMLS

5th Place
Rock-N-Rose

Susan Burch, Editor
East Texas Gem & Mineral Society, SCFMS

6th Place
Mags Rockhound News

Matthew Lybanon, Editor
Memphis Archaeological & Geological Society, SFMS

7th Place
The Rockfinder

Jason Hefner, Editor
Michiana Gem & Mineral Society, MWF

8th Place
The Ammonite

Jan Baumeister, Editor
Western Dakota Gem & Mineral Society, RMFMS

9th Place
The Collecting Bag

Barbara Hadley, Editor
Richmond Gem & Mineral Society, EFMLS

10th Place
Quarry Quips

Carolyn White, Editor
Wichita Gem & Mineral Society, RMFMS

Honorable Mention
The Slate

Ligia Sequeria, Editor
Lake County Rockhounds, CFMS

The Nugget
Dana Jones, Editor

North Mississippi Gem & Mineral Society, SFMS

The Pineywoods Rooter
John Nash, Editor

Pine Country Gem & Mineral Society, SCFMS

Beehive Buzzer
Dave Harris, Editor

Beehive Rock & Gem Club,  RMFMS

  

 

BEAC Awards
continued from page 9

Large	Bulletins	
1st Place

Gem & Mineral Journal 
Natalie Darling, Editor

The Gem & Mineral Soc. of Lynchburg, VA, EFMLS

2nd Place
Gem Cutters News

Carolyn Weinberger, Editor
Gem Cutters Guild of Baltimore, EFMLS

3rd Place
Rock Busters News

Beverly Eisenacher, Editor
Central Pennsylvania Rock & Mineral Club, EFMLS

4th Place
The Geogram

Scott Peters, Editor
The Delaware Mineralogical Society, EFMLS

5th Place
The Backbender’s Gazette

Phyllis George, Editor
The Houston Gem & Mineral Society, SCFMS

6th Place
Rocky Echoes

Brenda Hankins, Editor
Mississippi Gem & Mineral Society, SCFMS

7th Place
The Loess Bulletin
Ed Wagner, Editor

Lincoln Orbit Earth Science Society, MWF

8th Place
Rockhound Rambling

Angela D. Brown, Editor
Ventura Gem & Mineral Society, CFMS

9th Place
T-Town Rockhound

Kay Waterman, Editor
Tulsa Rock & Mineral Society, RMFMS

10th Place
The Hot Springs Bulletin
Raymond Lynch, Editor

The Hot Springs Geology Club, SCFMS

Honorable Mention
Tri-State Diamond
Jim Flora, Editor

Tri-State Gem & Mineral Club, SCFMS

 
  

Adult	Articles
1st Place

Sugarloaf Mountain:  A Maryland Mystery
Hutch Brown, author

The Mineral Newsletter – Hutch Brown, editor
Northern Virginia Mineral Club, EFMLS

2nd Place
A Kansas Dinosaur – Brett Whitnack, author

The Post Rock, Sara Murphy, editor
McPherson Gem & Mineral Club, RMFMS

3rd Place
What is Psammophile?, –  Raul Baraza, author
Rockhound Rambling, Angela D. Brown, editor

Ventura Gem & Mineral Society, CFMS

4th Place
Have You Lost Your Marbles – Carl Wells, author

The Hounds Tale,  Gerald Pennington, editor
Arlington Gem & Mineral Club, SFMS

5th Place
American Golden Topaz – Don Shurtz, author

Chips & Chatter, Don Shurtz, editor
Pleasant Oaks Gem & Mineral Club, SCFMS

6th Place
Once in a Blue Moon, You May Find a Blue Sun!

Donald Kelman, author
Rockhound News, Donald Kelman, editor

Heart of Wisconsin Gem & Mineral Soc., MWF

7th Place
How to Deconstruct & Rehabilitate an Opal Triplet

James Marburger, author
Pick & Shovel, Sharon Marburger, editor

Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club, MWF

8th Place
Food for Thought About Geotagging

Nancy Roberts, author
The Nugget, Dana Jones, editor

North Mississippi Gem & Mineral Society, SFMS

9th Place
Rock Saw Fever – Ron Short, author

The Loess Bulletin, Ed Wagner, editor
Lincoln Orbit Earth Science Society, MWF

10th Place
Collecting St. Clair Fern Fossils 

Terry Wilson, author
Rockhound Rambling, Angela D. Brown, editor

Ventural Gem & Mineral Society, CFMS

continued	on	page	11
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Honorable Mention
The Sad But True Story of the “Lying Stones” of 

Dr. Johann Bartholomew Beringer 
Henry deLinde, author

The Hot Springs Bulletin, Raymond Lynch, editor
Hot Springs Geology Club, SCFMS

Atoms, Molecules & Ions (and Radicals) - Part 1
Al Pribula, author

The Conglomerate, Mike Seeds, editor
Baltimore Mineral Society, EFMLS

You Never Know Who Will Cross Your Path
Liz Thomas, author

T-Town Rockhound, Kay Waterman, editor
Tulsa Rock & Mineral Society, RMFMS

26th Annual GMF Show News – Chris Glass, author
Hound’s Howl, Shellie T. Newell, editor

Aiken Gem, Mineral & Fossil Society, SFMS

Giving an Old Saw a Facelift – James Cerenzie, author
Beehive Buzzer, Dave Harris, editor
Beehive Rock & Gem Club, RMFMS

Show Time is Exhibit Time! – Joy Rushing, author
Rocky Echoes, Brenda Hankins, editor

Mississippi Gem & Mineral Society, SFMS

Estate Options – How Can I Dispose of My Collection?
Scott L. Peters, author

The Geogram, Scott Peters, editor
Delaware Mineralogical Society, EFMLS

The Hunt for Jade Cove Nephrite 
Craig Polliard, author

The Agatizer, Terry Vasseur, editor
South Bay Lapidary & Mineral Society, CFMS

Adult Articles
1st Place

Lionite and the Blue Quartz of Texas
Paul V. Heinrich, author

Quarry Quips, Carolyn White, editor
Wichita Gem & Mineral Society, RMFMS

2nd Place
Tikaalik – A Fish Trying to Get Out of the Water

Neal Immega, author
Quary Quips, Carolyn White, editor

Wichita Gem & Mineral Society, RMFMS

3rd Place
Uncovering Faberge – Diana Jarrett, author

Bulletin of the NY Mineralogical Club
Mitch Portnoy, editor

New York Mineralogical Club, EFMLS

4th Place
The Rocks Found US:  Adventures in India and 

Thailand – Jim & Nancy Brace Thompson, authors
Rockhound Rambling, Angela D. Brown, editor
Ventura Gem & Mineral Society, Ventura, CA

5th Place
The Famous Silver Mines of Kongsberg

Dr. Nathalie Brandes, author
The Backbender’s Gazette, Phyllis George, editor

Houston Gem & Mineral Society, SCFMS

6th Place
Notes From the 2014 Meeting of the Society of 

Vertebrate Paleontology in Berlin
Kevin Dermody, author

Rock Buster News, Beverly Eisenacher, editor
Central Pennsylvania Rock & Mineral Club, EFMLS

7th Place
Ice as a Mineral – Antonio Peso, author

The Pick & Dop Stick, Rachele Best, editor
Chicago Rocks & Mineral Society, MWF

8th Place
Meteorite Impact Structures in Missouri

Dennis Bomke, author
The Loess Bulletin, Ed Wagner, editor

Lincoln Orbit Earth Science Society, MWF

9th Place
Definition of the Month:  Plaster of Paris

Steve Mulqueen, author
Rockhound Rambling, Angela D. Brown, editor

Ventura Gem & Mineral Society, CFMS

10th Place
Devonite & Chinese Writing Stone 

Ed Wagner, author
The Loess Bulletin, Ed Wagner, editor

Lincoln Orbit Earth Science Society, MWF

Honorable Mention
A Non-Collecting Field Trip to Heggie’s Rock

Shellie T. Newell, author
Hound’s Howl, Shellie T. Newell, editor

Aiken Gem, Mineral & Fossil Society, SFMS

Yellowstone Topography Alters After Wolf 
Reintroduction – Shellie T. Newell, author

Hound’s Howl, Shellie T. Newell, editor
Aiken Gem, Mineral & Fossil Society, SFMS

Fossils in the News – Dennis Gertenbach, author
Flatirons Facets, Gerry Naugle, editor

Flatirons Mineral Club, RMFMS

Ever Come Across Green Obsidian
Andy Thompson, author

Mineralogical Society of the District of Columbia
Sheryl Sims, Editor – EFMLS

Pikes Peak, Girl Scouts, CSMS and Clarence Coll
Mike Nelson, author

Pick & Pack, Lisa Kinder, editor
Colorado Springs Mineralogical Society, RMFMS

Morrison Formation Palynflora 
Dr. Nina Baghai-Riding, author

Mags Rockhound News, Matthew Lybanon, editor
Memphis Archaeological & Geological Soc., SFMS

Pebble Pubs Conserve Cripple Creek’s Mineral 
Collection

Steve Wade Veatch, author
Pick & Pack, Lisa Kinder, editor

Colorado Springs Mineralogical Society, RMFMS

   
Junior	Articles,	Under	12

1st Place
Wildacres Adventure – Isabella Brandon, author

Rock Buster News, Beverly Eisenacher, editor
Central Pennsylvania Rock & Mineral Club, EFMLS

2nd Place
Andry Atuchin:  An Interview with a Natural 

History Illustrator – Jack Shimon, author
Pick & Pack, Lisa Kinder, editor

Colorado Springs Mineralogical Society, RMFMS

3rd Place
My First Rock Trip –Nathan Wm. Harrison, author

The Geogram, Scott Peters, Editor
The Delaware Mineralogical Society, EFMLS

4th Place
The Machine of Faceting – Seth Hempley, author

The Virginia Pen, Daniel Fontaine, editor
Gem & Mineral Soc. of the VA Peninsula, EFMLS

5th Place
Lazulite –Jean Potvin, author

The Hound’s Howl, Shellie T. Newell, editor
Aiken Gem, Mineral & Fossil Society, SFMS

Junior	Articles,	Ages	12	–	17
1st Place

Learning How to Flint-Knap
Jessie McFarland, author

Rocky Echoes, Brenda Hankins, editor
Mississippi Gem & Mineral Society, SFMS

2nd Place
Running on Fossil Fuel –Mei Poy, author
The Pick & Dop Stick, Rachel Best, editor
Chicago Rocks & Mineral Society, MWF

continued	on	page	12

BEAC Awards
continued from page 10
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3rd Place
Preparation of Grab Bags – Josie Dyer, author

The Hound’s Howl, Shellie T. Newell, editor
Aiken Gem, Mineral & Fossil Society, SFMS

4th Place
Tiger Eye – Seth Mance, author
Post Rock, Sara Murphy, editor

McPherson Gem & Mineral Society, RMFMS

5th Place
Quick Notes on Amethyst – Steven Kinder, author

Pick & Pack, Lisa Kinder, editor
Colorado Springs Mineralogical Society, RMFMS

Award	 Written	Features
1st Place

Archeology Evolves with Genetics
Dr. Garth A.A. Clark, author

The Backbender’s Gazette, Phyllis George, editor
Houston Gem & Mineral Society, SCFMS

2nd Place
Harscrabble Mining in Morocco – Bob Farrar, author

The Rostrum, Rick Smith, editor
Maryland Geological Society, EFMLS

3rd Place
The Early History of the BMS – Jake Slagle, author

The Conglomerate, Mike Seeds, editor
Baltimore Mineral Society, EFMLS

4th Place
The Amazing Dino Adventure –Ed Davorak, author

Pick & Shovel, Sharon Marburger, editor
Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club, RMFMS

5th Place
Mother Jade – Nancy Bodily, author

Rockonteur, James King, editor
Santa Lucia Rockhounds, CFMS

Drawn Features   
1st Place

Hard Luck Harry – Duane Flackus, artist
the Clackamette Gem, Beth Heesacker, editor

Clackamette Mineral & Gem Society, NFMS

2nd Place
Cartoon for Rockbuster News 

Betsy Oberheim, artist
Rock Buster News, Beverly Eisenacher, editor

Central Pennsylvania Rock & Mineral Club, EFMLS

   

Adult	Poetry
1st Place

The World of Nazlini  – Gregg Spadafore, author
Rock Buster News, Beverly Eisenacher, editor

Central Pennsylvania Rock & Mineral Club, EFMLS

2nd Place
A World of Gems – Mary Owens, author

The Rock-N-Rose, Susan Burch, editor
East Texas Gem & Mineral Society, SCFMS

3rd Place
G-d’s Fire – Edward Clay, author

Backbender’s Gazetter, Phyllis George, editor
Houston Gem & Mineral Society, SCFMS

4th Place
The Seeker That Lies Within – Kim Vasper, author

The Post Rock, Sara Murphy, editor
McPherson Gem & Mineral Club, RMFMS

5th Place
Rockhound Prescription – Joyce Anderson author

The Slate, Ligia Sequeria, editor
Lake County Rockhounds, CFMS

6th Place
The River – Charles Woldridge, author

Pick & Shovel, Sharon Marburger, editor
Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club, MWF

7th Place
The Extraction – Lyle Peterson, author

The Rostrum, Rick Smith, editor
Maryland Geological Society, EFMLS

8th Place
Rockhounding Colorado – Kinney Polve, author

The Rock-N-Rose, Susan Burch, editor
East Texas Gem & Mineral Society, SCFMS

9th Place
True Story – Otis Kidwell Burger, author

Bulletin of the New York Mineralogical Club
Mitch Portnoy, editor

New York Mineralogical Club, EFMLS

10th Place
Eddie The Rockhound 

The Loess Bulletin, Ed Wagner, editor
Lincoln Orbit Earth Science Society, MWF

Junior Poetry
1st Place

Balanced Rock – Luke Settler, author
Pick & Pack, Lisa Kinder, editor

Colorado Springs Mineralogical Society, RMFMS
   

BEAC Awards
continued from page 9

2nd Place
Mountains Grow So High – Blake Reher, author

Pick & Pack, Lisa Kinder, editor
Colorado Springs Mineralogical Society, RMFMS

3rd Place
The Space Haiku – Cade Rothzeid, author

Pick & Pack, Lisa Kinder, editor
Colorado Springs Mineralogical Society, RMFMS

Special	Publications
1st Place

Introduction to Mineral Crystallography
Vivian Gornitz, author

New York Mineralogical Club, EFMLS

2nd Place
Stamp Album of the NY Mineralogical Club

Mitch Portnoy, author
New York Mineralogical Club, EFMLS

3rd Place
Bulletin Editor Handbook – Angela Brown, author

Ventura Gem & Mineral Society, CFMS

4th Place
AFMS/RMFMS Awards Banquet Program

Linda Jaeger, author
Tulsa Rock & Mineral Society, RMFMS

5th Place
56th Annual Gem & Mineral Show Program

Sharon Marburger, author
Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club, MWF

6th Place
Treasure Showcase Flyer

Teresa Rogge, author
Enid Gem & Mineral Society, RMFMS

   
Honorable Mention
Everything You Wanted to Know About Cleaning

Your Finds – W. C. McDaniel, author
Memphis Archaeological & Geological Society, SFMS

Mags Science Fair Awards 
Matthew Lybanon, author

Memphis Archaeological & Geological Society, SFMS

Rare Nickel Sulfides From the Midwest
Mike Nelson, author

Colorado Springs Mineralogical Society, RMFMS

   
 Congratulations to all our authors and editors.  
You are a winner to be in the AFMS contest, no 
matter where you placed!   
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Winners in the Spotlight – All American Awards
from Regina Kapta

 We had six entries in the All American Club pro-
gram this year, from 
some wonderfully active 
clubs. It was a pleasure 
to go thru the books and 
discover the activities 
clubs were involved with 
and promoted for their 
members.  Here are 
this year’s winners - I’ve 
highlighted an aspect of 
each entry that made 

their clubs exceptional. Read on for some new ideas 
and inspiration for your clubs! 

	 Honorable	Mention	to The Mineralogical So-
ciety of the District of Columbia, Washington DC, 
Eastern Federation. 
 This is a small but very active club, and their 
yearbook really reflected that. Their newsletter was 
exceptional, reporting on speaker presentations, 
many government related activities and special 
collections and museums. They have a variety of 
speaker events, in lieu of a show, but the AACA 
program rewards shows heavily rather than other 
events, so this impacted their ratings. This might be 
a target area to expand for future AACA awards.  

	 Bronze	Award	for	Large	Clubs to the Colorado 
Mineral Society, Rocky Mountain Federation, with 
78 points.
 This club was very active with field trips – their 
field trip guide was incredible – and they’ve ad-
opted the Jr Rockhounds program for their junior 

members. Along with an exceptional newsletter, 
they also have a very informative website at <www.
coloradomineralsociety.org>.  

	 Bronze	Award	for	Small	Clubs for the Wisconsin 
Geological Society - Midwest Federation, with 78 points
 This club pulls some speakers from the Geosci-
ences Dept of the UW-Milwaukee, which expands 
our hobby interests from the usual, into marine 
environments, ecosystems and current research.  
The club has many of their board meetings as virtual 
meetings via email, which might be a future trend 
to consider for smaller clubs. 

	 Gold	Award	for	Small	Clubs for the Woodland 
Hills Rock Chippers of California, California Federa-
tion, with 93 points.
 This club appears to utilize the FRA Jr Rockhounds 
program as a vital element for their members, includ-
ing promoting it on their excellent website www.rock-
chippers.org. The yearbook used photos to illustrate 
each section and to document their responses. 

 Gold	Award	for	Small	Clubs for the Lincoln Gem 
& Mineral Club, Midwest Federation, with 95 points.
 There were so many things this club does, that it 
is hard to mention in just a few lines. From Geology 
Day and Bring your own Grinder Day, to monthly 
Rock Parties, and use of the FRA Jr Rockhounds 
activities, this is a very active club that has a lot of 
value for its membership. 

 First	Place	Gold	Award	for	Large	Clubs for the 
Pasadena Lapidary Society, California Federation, 
with 102 points.

 In a way, this was the easiest club to rate – it’s 
a large club with many active members, a lapidary 
studio, Jr Rockhound programs to keep younger 
member interest, and a mentor program for the 
studio. They hosted two shows in 2014. The news-
letter is very informative, plus they have utilized 
social media and the website to promote local 
events. They also support ALAA thru membership 
and officers. Wow.  

 The clubs did a wonderful job putting these 
books together. I hope more clubs will see the value 
of creating a club yearbook. It’s a perfect way to 
salute individual member efforts and pay attention 
to the club’s role in their communities. These award 
winners are great examples of active, involved clubs, 
and that can benefit everyone in our hobby.

 I want to thank the judges for their time and 
effort going thru the books carefully so nothing 
was missed so the clubs received full credit for their 
efforts. I also want to thank the regional chairs that 
encouraged participation in this program, because 
without local and regional support there would not 
be a national level award program.  

 Submissions for the year 2015 will be accepted 
after January 15th,2016, with the deadline of April 
15. 2016. Dates for the regional competition will be 
published in your regional federation newsletter. – so 
get your yearbook committee together now for 2016!

AFMS Past Presidents at the 2015 Convention
Back row:  Marion Roberts (2015) , Dr. Bob Carlson (2007), Richard Jaeger (2014), Emerson Tucker (2010)

Front Row:  Ron Carman (2003), Steve Weinberger (2002), Lauren Williams (2012)

http://www.coloradomineralsociety.org
http://www.coloradomineralsociety.org


Page 14 AFMS Newsletter – December, 2015

Minutes of the 68th Annual AFMS Meeting
October 22. 2015

Palmer Events Center
Austin, Texas

 The 68th annual meeting of the Board of Directors of the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies was held on October 22, 2015 at the Palmer Event 
Center in Austin, Texas.  It was called to order at 9:20 AM by president Marion Roberts.  Tom Burchard gave a brief invocation and then Marion Roberts led the 
pledge of  allegiance.  All members, except Jon Spunaugle were either present or had substitutes representing them. Memorial tributes were given by presidents 
of each federation, and a moment of silence followed. Marion Roberts presented greetings on behalf of the American Federation, Sue Dale Miller, president of 
the South Central Federation, presented greetings on behalf of the host federation, and Josie Middleton, president of the Austin Gem and Mineral Society, the 
host society, also greeted those present.  The directors each introduced themselves.  
 
   Anne Cook, secretary, stated that a quorum was present.  It was moved, seconded, and passed unanimously that the rules of the meeting, as printed in the 
packet, be adopted. Likewise, it was moved, seconded,  and passed unanimously that the agenda, also as printed in the packet, be adopted. Steve Weinberger 
was introduced as parliamentarian.  Tom Burchard moved that the group waive the reading of the minutes of the 2014 annual meeting, and accept them as pub-
lished.  The motion was seconded and passed.  On the officers reports, most were in the packet and had been previously read by all, except for that of treasurer 
Pat LaRue, who had brought an up-to-date report, copies of which were on the table.  Sue Dale Miller and Lisa Roberts both had reports on the table as well.
 
      The directors reports were then considered.  California president Tom Burchard and vice president John Martin both had reports in the packet.  Larry Heath, 
Eastern Federation president (represented by Carolyn Weinberger) had a report in the packet, but Dave Korzendorfer, the Eastern voce president (represented by 
Jean Charsky) had none.  Both James Marberger, Midwest president, and David Rich, Midwest vice president, had reports in the packet, and David gave additional 
information verbally about the youth poster contest.  Northwest past-president Warren Rood and vice president Hidemi Kira both had reports in the packet; since 
Northwest has a relatively early change-of-officers, Hidemi was at the meeting as president and Keith Fackrell as vice president.  Richard Jaeger served as the 
Rocky Mountain president’s representative and Robert Carlson was the representative for the Rocky Mountain vice president, but neither one had a report.  Sue 
Dale Miller, as president of the South Central Federation, had a report on the table, but there was no report from Ann James, executive vice president of South 
Central.  David Wayment, president of the Southeast Federation, had a report in the packet, and Lisa Roberts, Southeast vice president (represented by Teresa 
Polly, 2nd vice president), had a report on the table.
 
      All committee chairs except Name Badges had reports in the packet.  Bob Jones, International and Public Relations chair, also gave a verbal report,stating that 
he would be at the Munich show next year, and giving a report  on the show in China and the state of rockhounding in that country.  Ron Carman handed out the 
Uniform Rules report, which had been written after the committee met the previous day.  The group then took a 15-minute break.
 
      Under unfinished business, Carolyn Weinberger spoke for herself and Shirley Leeson, who constitute the ad hoc 70th anniversary committee; she said that 
next year they would require some funds (perhaps $1,000) in the budget.  Under new business, Matt Charsky, president-elect, presented the 2015-2016 budget, 
explaining items which had changed from the previous year’s budget.  Carolyn Weinberger moved that it be adopted; the motion was seconded and passed.  Rich-
ard Jaeger presented the report of the nominating committee:
 
                           President: Matt Charsky (EFMLS)               
    President-Elect: Emerson Tucker (SCFMS)
                            1st Regional Vice President: Sandy Fuller (MWF)
                            2nd Regional Vice President: Doug True (NFMS)
                            3rd Regional Vice President: Mark Easterbrook (SFMS)
                           4th Regional Vice President: Judy Beck (RMFMS)
                           5th Regional Vice President: Jennifer Haley (CFMS)
 
                           Secretary: Donna Moore
 
 Treasurer Pat LaRue was elected in 2014 and still has one year left in her two-year term.  When Marion asked if there were any nominations from the floor;  there 
were none.    Bob Carlson moved that the slate be accepted by acclamation; the motion was seconded, and passed unanimously.  Pat LaRue explained that because Chase 
Bank requires the signature  of the secretary or an acting secretary on any  changes of signatures when officers are changed, she would like to be granted the authority 
to serve as acting secretary for that purpose.  Carolyn Weinberger moved that the treasurer be granted such authority; the motion was seconded and passed.  Carolyn 
then explained that the AFMS pins showing the various federations which were old enough so that they did not show the Southeast Federation were obsolete; she moved 
that the Endowment Fund chair be given permission to dispose of the obsolete pins.  The motion was seconded and passed.  Carolyn then made another motion, that 
S.C.R.I.B.E. be allowed to reproduce the AFMS Bulletin Editors contest winning articles for distribution to its members, and that  we abandon the idea of posting these 
articles on the AFMS website.  She explained about S.C.R.I.B.E. and how it helps bulletin editors.  The motion was seconded and passed.  
 
     Next years AFMS meeting will be in Albany, Oregon, July 29-31,  and members were urged to plan for it.  Pat LaRue asked that all bills be submitted to her 
before the end of the fiscal year, on October 31.  Bob Jones asked clubs to get their show information in to Rock and Gem magazine 3 months in advance of the 
show dates.  Thanks were expressed to the host club and Federation.  Adjournment was at 11:20 AM.
 
                                         Respectfully submitted,
                   Anne J. Cook, secretary



AFMS Committees:  2015 – 2016

 Here is the listing of the people who have agreed 
to serve as Committee Chairs for 2015-16.  Please feel 
free to contact these people if you need information, 
have questions or would like to share ideas with them.  

All American Club
 Regina Kapta
     <rmkapta  at  comcast.net>

AFMS Club Rockhound of the Year
 Evelyn Cataldo
  <cataldoevelyn  at  yahoo.com> 

AFMS Newsletter
 Carolyn Weinberger
      <editor  at  amfed.org>

Boundaries
 Bob Carlson
  <illegitimusnoncarborundum  at inbox.com>

Bulletin Editor Hall of Fame
 Carolyn Weinberger
    <editor  at  amfed.org>

Bulletin Editors Advisory
 Mark Nelson
  < MNelsonair  at  aol.com> >

Bylaws Revisory
 Steve Weinberger
  <central_office  at  amfed.org>

Central Office Administrator
 Steve Weinberger    
  <central_office  at  amfed.org>

Commemorative Stamps
 Wendell Mohr 
  <wmohr  at  erols.com>

Conservation and Legislation
 John Martin  
   <<smartin  at  antelecom.net>

Endowment Fund
 Cheryl Neary
   <ciervo.neary  at  gmail.com>

Financial Investment
 Lauren Williams
  <slharuir  at  msn.com>

Historian
 Shirley Leeson
  <shirleyleeson  at  gmail.com>

Inter-Regional Field Trip
 Doug True
  <dtruefossils12  at  yahoo.com>

Judges Training Seminar
 Dee Holland
  <beauholland  at  centurytel.net>

Junior Programs
 Jim Brace-Thompson
  <jbraceth  at  roadrunner.com>

Long Range Planning
 Marion Roberts 
   <mvroberts1  at  comcast.net>
 

Name Badges
 Frank Mullaney
  <rockyfiv  at  aol.com>
 

Nominating
 Marion Roberts 
   <mvroberts1  at  comcast.net>

Parliamentarian
 Steve Weinberger
  <central_office  at  amfed.org>

Past President’s Advisory
 Marion Roberts 
   <mvroberts1  at  comcast.net>

Photography
 Steve Weinberger   
  <central_office  at  afmed.org>

Program Competition
 Doug Moore
  <steinhund  at  gmail.com>

Publications
 B. Jay Bowman
  <bjb  at  wildblue.net>

Public Relations
 Bob Jones
  <jonesb52  at  gmail.com>

Safety
 Ellery Borow
  207-547-3154

Show Consultant
 Bob Livingston
   <gemguy  at  verizon.net>

Uniform Rules
  Lauren Williams
        <slharuir  at  msn.com>

URC Eligibility Files
 Anne Cook 
  <abcook6  at  juno.com>

Ways and Means
 Richard Jaeger  
   <rjgrsci  at  aol.com>

Website/Webmaster
 Marty Hart
  <webmaster  at  amfed.org>

Web Site Contest
 Dan Imel
  <lapidry  at  aol.com>

AFMS Scholarship Foundation
 Lauren Williams  (see Uniform Rules)
 Matt Charsky, Vice President
 Tom Burchard, Secretary
 Treasurer - to be appointed
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Improving Your Club Bulletin
by Carolyn Weinberger

 I’ve been in the club bulletin editing game 
since the last century and over those 40 some 
years, I’ve seen lots of changes.  I started using a 
typewriter and cranking out the club bulletin on a 
ditto machine, then switched to mimeo, and finally 
to “xerox” duplication and a computer.  Images are 
now standard, spell check easy, and formatting or 
reformatting to have things fit a space or page, just 
a second away.  

 I learned from some fabulous mentors that 
since most of our clubs are educational in nature, 
we should always include educational articles in our 
product.  I still do that in every club issue I produce.  

 One of the major changes that I’m seeing is 
that many of the bulletins I receive each month are 
no longer including these interesting and valuable 
articles.  I know it’s hard ...many of our clubs don’t 
have prolific authors willing to contribute and most 
of us don’t always have time to do the research and 
write educational articles ourselves.

 BUT (you noticed I capitalized that but because 
it’s a big one)...there is an easy way for you to find 
articles that you can easily use in your club bulletin.  
The resource will cost you a whopping $6 per year, 
but that’s a small price to pay for copyright free 
items.  And adding them to your club bulletin makes 
the bulletin something that your members should 
enjoy reading and learning from.

 Of course the resource I’m talking about is 
S.C.R.I.B.E (Special Congress Representing Involved 
Bulletin Editors).  Thanks to the generosity of the 
AFMS starting this coming year all S.C.R.I.B.E. mem-
bers will receive copies of all the winning bulletins 
and articles from the 2015 BEAC contest (you can 
see the full list of winners starting on page 9 of this 
issue).  These articles and bulletins will be sent to 
S.C.R.I.B.E. members sometime in early 2016.

 As a member of S.C.R.I.B.E. you’ll also recieve 
at least 4 bulletins per year, each packed with good, 
solid “how to” articles to help you make your club 
bulletin more interesting for your readers. 

 In addition to the article/bulletin resource, new 
editors who are members of SCRIBE can submit their 
club bulletin for unbiased evaluation - a great way to 
gain feedback before you enter your regional BEAC 
contest on ways to improve your product.  It’s a win/
win situation for both you and your club.

 So re-ink that quill, whip out your checkbook, 
and take the next step in giving your club members 
a better monthly bulletin that they can be proud 
of...and that will be easier for you to assemble 
each month.  Visit the S.C.R.I.B.E. website to gain 
information about joining (scribe.rbnet.net).

 I will respect both private and public property 
and will do no collecting on privately owned land 
without the owner’s permission.
 
 I will keep informed on all laws, regulations of 
rules governing collecting on public lands and will 
observe them.
 
 I will to the best of my ability, ascertain the 
boundary lines of property on which I plan to collect.

 I will use no firearms or blasting material in 
collecting areas.

 I will cause no willful damage to property of any 
kind - fences, signs, buildings.

 I will leave all gates as found.

 I will build fires in designated or safe places only 
and will be certain they are completely extinguished 
before leaving the area.

 I will discard no burning material - matches, 
cigarettes, etc.

 I will fill all excavation holes which may be dan-
gerous to livestock.

 I will not contaminate wells, creeks or other 
water supply.

 I will cause no willful damage to collecting material 
and will take home only what I can reasonably use.

 I will practice conservation and undertake to 
utilize fully and well the materials I have collected 
and will recycle my surplus for the pleasure and 
benefit of others.

 I will support the rockhound project H.E.L.P. (Help 
Eliminate Litter Please) and Will leave all collecting 
areas devoid of litter, regardless of how found.

 I will cooperate with field trip leaders and those 
in designated authority in all collecting areas.

 I will report to my club or Federation officers, 
Bureau of Land management or other authorities, 
any deposit of petrified wood or other materials 
on public lands which should be protected for the 
enjoyment of future generations for public educa-
tional and scientific purposes.

 I will appreciate and protect our heritage of 
natural resources.

 I will observe the “Golden Rule”, will use “Good 
Outdoor Manners” and will at all times conduct 
myself in a manner which will add to the stature 
and Public “image” of rockhounds everywhere.

AFMS Code of Ethics AFMS Land Use Policy

 1. Adherence to the AFMS Code of Ethics 
assures compliance with most statutes and reg-
ulations governing collecting on public lands and 
encourages respect for private property rights 
and the environment. Clubs are urged to read 
the AFMS Code of Ethics in at least one meeting 
every year, to publish the Code frequently in the 
club newsletter, and to compel compliance on 
club field trips.

 2. Individuals and clubs are urged to write 
their elected representatives and land use man-
agement agency supervisors regarding issues of 
rule making, legislation and enforcement affect-
ing field collecting of minerals and fossils.

 3. Individuals and clubs are urged to join and 
support activities of the American Lands Access 
Association (ALAA), a sister organization with 
responsibility for advancing the interests of earth 
science amateurs with legislatures and land use 
management agencies.

 4. The AFMS will receive a report from ALAA 
at its annual meeting.

 5. The AFMS endorses the principle of multi-
ple use of public lands as a guarantee of continu-
ing recreational opportunities.

 6. Wilderness and monument designations 
are inconsistent with the principle of multiple 
use.  In view of the vast amount of public land al-
ready designated as wilderness and monuments, 
future such designations should be minimal, 
taking into account the increased demand for rec-
reational opportunities, including rockhounding, 
created by a growing population.

 7. In furtherance of the principle of multiple 
use, the AFMS believes that laws, regulations 
and rules established by relevant governmental 
authorities should be designed to allow freest 
possible access to all public lands, coupled with 
minimal restrictions on the recreational collection 
of minerals, fossils, gemstone materials and other 
naturally occurring materials.

 8. A right to collect minerals and fossils on 
public lands should be protected by statute.

 9. The AFMS urges its members to work with 
any or all government authorities to achieve a 
good working relationship in order to improve 
the “Public Image” of recreational collectors.
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