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Remember 
Information for the October issue 
must be to the editor by Septem-
ber 5. Thank you.  

 

 
 

Hello Fellow Rockhounds, 

It is with regret that I have to announce that the AFMS/SFMS Annual 

Show and Meeting has been cancelled this year.  The SFMS was to 

host the event in Knoxville in October, but at this time, the county is 

still under restrictions, and the location for the meeting will not be 

available. 

We are working to set up a VIRTUAL MEETING to take place, ac-

cessible by computer or smart phone. This will require preregistra-

tion so that people interested will be emailed an access link. So far, we are planning to 

have different access for the different meetings. Details will be available on the website 

as plans are finalized. 

The URC meeting will be scheduled for the evening of October 15th. At this time the 

URC Chair has had no requests for changes to the rules to be considered. If you have 

any requests to be considered, please forward them to the chair. 

At the present time we are still looking at October 16th for all AFMS meetings. The 

board meeting will be in the morning, followed by the AFMS Scholarship meeting.  

There will be time for the ALAA to hold a meeting in the afternoon. The awards 

presentations, including the Editorôs and Webmasterôs awards is currently planned for 

the early evening. 

Any input or requests for meeting time should be forwarded to Secretary Donna 

Moore. With a virtual meeting, we have an opportunity go greatly increase the partici-

pation at the meeting. This is a chance for Regional and Local organizations to see 

what the AFMS does. Preregistration will be necessary to limit individuals outside the 

rockhound world and ensure enough capacity for participants. 

Until next time, stay safe and stay well. 

From the Desk of the President     David Wayment 
       AFMS President 2019-2020 

September 
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Why is communication a matter of safety? Sometimes it is not a mat-
ter that communication is needed but what method of communication 
would be most effective. 

It used to be a club's bulletin distributed the word regarding safety 
matters. Things have changed. Now we have an instant age where 
communication is, shall we say, a bit faster. I get it; it's how we live 
now-a-days. Faster is better. But it's only better if the message gets to 
where it needs to go and in a timely manner. It used to be that most 
folks had a land line telephone for such messages. Telephones still 
serve that purpose; however, while some people still have land lines, 

one can't take it (a land line) with one.   

How does your club contact its members in an emergency? One can start with land line 
and cell phone calls. Instead, some members may prefer internet options - FacePage, Ya-
hoot, Gaggle, Twitting, Link-Out, Swype, D-Mail, Slap Chat, Taxting, WhatsDown, é 
whatever. Say one member uses Yahoot exclusively, and another only Face Page, and a 
third only Twitts? Does your club have a list of the internet contact preferences for each 
member's household, or a reliable cell number?  

Is it really necessary to have an emergency contact method for each and every member 
household? Well, maybe, maybe not. How often might such a list be needed? The an-
swer to that is easy- hopefully as seldom as possible. Most reasons for contacting mem-
bers are usually not urgent. The main reason for making note of the many ways to con-
tact members is to raise the 'what if' awareness.  

Having many options for contacting members is great. However, the one charged with 
doing the contacting needs to have access to all those many internet options as well. One 
answer to that is to have several people as contactors - each knowledgeable with several 
internet options.  Another answer is to utilize a super-connected internet expert. In an 
internet-connected world it's good to have options. 

Be safe out there on the internet and with Covid-19. Be safe with doing what we need to 
do to manage in this ever changing world and its new normal. Your safety matters. 

Safety Matters:   by Ellery Borow, AFMS Safety Chair 

 Communication 

Rockhound of the Year   Judi Allison, AFMS ROY Chair 

 �5�R�F�N�\���0�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q���)�H�G�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q 

The �*�U�D�Q�G���-�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q���*�H�P���D�Q�G���0�L�Q�H�U�D�O���&�O�X�E�����*�-�*�0�&�������&�R�O�R�U�D�G�R is 

proud to recognize �5�D�O�S�K���³�'�R�F�´���6�W�X�D�U�W as its 2020 Rockhound of the 

Year. He was a radiology physician, thus his nickname.  He and his wife 
Gerry were highly active and involved in all aspects of the GJGMC.  Each 

served as President of the club at different times.  Gerry was involved 

with junior members, and Doc has always been a part of the Faceters 
group.  He demonstrated faceting at our annual Gem & Mineral Show and 

taught many members how to facet over the years.  Doc and Gerry 

donated nearly 2000 specimens to the club and many of these are 
displayed at the clubhouse.  After 30 years of continuous member-

ship, both became Life Members.  Sadly, Gerry passed away, but 

Doc continues to support the club and participate in rockhounding 
activities. He and fellow GJGMC member Helen Kauffman en-

joyed many years of friendship, traveling to Quartzsite, many gem 

shows and sightseeing around the country until her passing.  Docôs 
other specialty is Micro Minerals, especially those that are radio-

active.  He spent many hours preparing specimens for viewing un-

der a microscope and was involved with starting the clubôs Micro Mineral Group. Doc is 
doing well at 94 years old, driving his Porsche, and occasionally attending club meetings. 

Many have benefited from the knowledge he has shared with members of the GJGMC. 

�5�D�\���'�H�0�D�U�N has been a member of �7�K�H���$�O�E�X�T�X�H�U�T�X�H���*�H�P���D�Q�G���0�L�Q�H�U�D�O���&�O�X�E�����$�*�0�&�� 
since 1971 and a lifetime member since 2005. He is a 3 term President from 1985-1987, VP 
of Programs for four years, VP of Field Trips for nine years, Show Chairman for two years 
and Ad Hoc for two years. 

Ray has articles published in everything from the News Nuggets all the way through the 
Mineralogical Record, and every publication in between. He also has minerals that he has 
collected in museums all over the country. Ray is one of the original founders and speakers 
of The New Mexico Mineral Symposium founded in 1979, and he has been a presenter at 
every symposium since. 

Since I joined the club 8 years ago and long before that, Ray DeMark has been there when-
ever he was asked to help with anything. He has done multiple presentations, seminars, 
mineral identification sessions, field trips and the list goes on and on, and so does he. This 
is why Ray is to me the ultimate rockhound of the year.  

I got excited about the Rockhound of the Year Award because it is a way to honor the un-
sung heroes of our club. Through the years I have heard various descriptions of what the 
award was for. It ranged from a ñRockhound of the Yearò to a lifetime achievement award. 
My Rockhound of the Year goes way beyond any of these qualifications and in my opinion 
is someone who was qualified for this award years ago. Submitted by Bob 

mailto:jsimpsonclaims@live.com
http://cableone.net/

