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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Speak to me. 

 
We are almost into the second quarter and the first 
sessions at Wildacres and William Holland are coming up. 
 
I really need to hear from you! 
 
Enrollment at both schools is down, but we say that the 
best thing the SFMS has to offer is the workshops.  There 
seems to be much less interest than in the past and we 
need to know why.  What do you want in the way of classes 
and instructors?  What can we do to improve our workshop 
program?  We have something no other Federation has to 
offer so let’s support it. 

              
 Ann Monroe, SFMS President 

 
 2006 SFMS WORKSHOP UPDATE 

 
Registration forms are coming in slowly for this year’s 
workshops. The Education Committee would like some 
feedback regarding the January start for registration. We 
felt that many persons find it necessary to schedule their 
vacations early in the year and that a January start would 
enable us to confirm SFMS members before opening up 
our classes to AFMS members outside of our Federation. 
An article has just been printed in the AFMS Newsletter 
inviting members of other federations to join us on a space-
available basis. 
 
Silversmithing classes at all three Wildacre sessions have 
already been filled. However, you may still request those 
classes as a first choice in case there are cancellations. 
You will be assigned to your second choice and later 
moved into a closed class on the basis of your postmark 
priority if there are cancellations. It may also be possible to 
add another class if there is sufficient demand and a 
classroom is available. But you must communicate with the 
registrars and directors so that we can meet your needs. 
 
Advanced Faceting has been added to the August 
Wildacres class schedule. David Lonser who has been 
teaching at both retreats for many years will teach the 
course. This was not in the schedule published last 
November and we would appreciate it if Newsletter Editors 
would get the word out. Advanced Faceting has a 
prerequisite of Beginning Faceting and it is generally 
expected that advanced students have been faceting at 
home and will bring their own faceting machines. 
 
Please keep a eye on the SFMS web site at 
www.amfed.org/sfms to keep up with the latest information 
on this year’s workshops. 

 Fred Sias 
SFMS Education Co-Chair 
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UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS 
 

March 11-12, 2006: Fort Drum Crystal Mine Rock Swap/Field 
Trip, Ft. Drum, FL.  Well-fossilized and calcified marine shells and 
other marine fossils.  Fee: $20/day/adult or $8/day/child (15 and 
under).  All minors are to be accompanied by an adult. 
 
April 22, 2006: Standard Mineral Company, Glendon, NC., Pyrite 
cubes (loose and in matrix), green fluorite and micro-minerals.  
 
Refer to your local club/society newsletter for further information 
on the above field trips. 
 
“Field trips are open to all members of associated clubs of the 
DMC program of the SFMS Field Trip Committee and to all 
members of SFMS member clubs who have provided their 
membership with SFMS liability insurance.  Because of insurance 
requirements, members of the GENERAL PUBLIC are NOT  
invited on this or any DMC program field trips!” 
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To cooperate with similar Federations to promote public interest in the Earth Sciences and the conservation of 
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2006 SFMS Officers 

The article submittal due date for the April 2006 Lodestar is March 25, 2006. 



EDITOR’S RAMBLINGS 
 
I have been getting quite a few emails recently regarding 
receipt or in most cases, non-receipt, of mailed copies of 
the Lodestar.  Article III, Section 8, Paragraph B of the 
SFMS By-Laws states , “ The Editor shall distribute one (1) 
copy of each issue of the federation Newsletter to the 
President, Secretary, Editor and Program Chairman of 
each member Club or Society of the Federation; 
members of the Executive Board, State Directors, 
Committee Chairmen and Committee members, and to 
other persons who are active in the programs of the 
Federation, as they are requested or become known.  The 
Editor shall also distribute copies to Officers of other 
Federations of like aims and purposes.”  The current 
Lodestar mailing list /electronic notification of  posting on 
the SFMS website includes the four officers  of each 
individual SFMS member Club/Society that is current with 
regards to its membership enrollment  (paperwork and 
dues, etc.); current SFMS Board and Committee members; 
select other Federation officers/editors (including the 
AFMS); past SFMS presidents; other select persons active 
in the programs of the SFMS; paid subscribers; elected 
lifetime subscribers; and other exchange bulletins. 
 
I have the SFMS Webmaster post an electronic version of 
the Lodestar on the SFMS website by the 10th of the 
month of publication.  I try to have the hard copies of the 
same month’s publication mailed by the 13th of the month.  
Please notify me if you are not receiving either a mailed 
copy of the Lodestar by the end of the month of publication 
or an notification of electronic posting by the 10th of the 
month (Lodestar is not published in June or August) if you 
are one of the persons listed above on the mailing list.  
Please make sure that your Club/Society has renewed its 
SFMS membership before notifying me. If you are not one 
of the person’s listed above, you can subscribe to the 
Lodestar using the form at the back of this issue or as 
posted on the website.  If you have access to the internet 
you can also download the current issue after the 10th of 
the month for free. 
 
The post office has also been very slow in delivering some 
of the hard copies.  If you have internet access, please 
download a copy of the Lodestar from the website and let 
me know when you receive your copy in the mail.  Better 
yet, save your federation some money and opt out of the 
hard copy and ask to be place on the electronic notification 
list and download it from the website as soon as it become 
available.   Thank you to the 107 persons opting to go 
electronically.
 
Please be patient at this time of year; Joan White, SFMS 
Membership Chairman, and I are updating the mailing list 
to include new member Club/Society information based on 
the 2006 membership renewals. 

Carolyn Daniels, SFMS Editor 
 

 
SFMS YOUTH RESOURCES REPORT 

2006 SFMS YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP AWARD 
 
The Youth Resources Committee Chairmen are pleased to 
announce that Elizabeth Siegfried is recipient of a 2006 
Youth SFMS Workshop Scholarship.  Elizabeth has 
attended SFMS workshops in the past both as self pay and 
as scholarship recipient.  She has used her knowledge to 

promote our hobby as well as consigning her wire wrap 
items at her local hospital gift shop. We received a letter 
from Elizabeth's Club president telling of the many ways 
that Elizabeth contributes to her Club.  We know that 
Elizabeth will make good use of her week at a workshop 
and will write to tell us about it later in the year.  
CONGRATULATIONS TO YOU, ELIZABETH. 

 
FUTURE ROCKOUNDS OF AMERICA 

 
This article is a reminder that youth have an opportunity to 
be members of the Future Rockhounds of America 
sponsored by the AFMS Youth Program. 
 
How to Become A Member of the FRA, the AFMS Youth 
Program: 
 
1. Your group must be a member of your regional 

federation.  This can be either through a sponsoring 
club or through an independent application to your 
regional federation. 

2. Dues only have to be paid to the regional federation 
and thus into AFMS. There are no special dues for 
FRA. 

3. The number of youth is not important… you can have 
as few as 2 and as many as you can handle.  

4. Age:  In most clubs the age at which one becomes an 
adult is 18. 

 
It is simple:  there is no mystery to joining.  Just fill out the 
application below and mail it in.  We are here to help you. 

 
 Hugh and Leona Sheffield 

SFMS Youth Resources Co-Chairmen 
 
 

FUTURE ROCKHOUNDS OF AMERICA – 
APPLICATION FORM 

Please fill out the following questionnaire: 
 
Name of Youth 
Group__________________________________________ 
 
Sponsoring Adult 
Group__________________________________________ 
 
Federation: Southeast Federation of Mineralogical_______ 
Societies, Inc.____________________________________ 
 
Contact 
Person:_________________________________________ 
 
Address:________________________________________        
_______________________________________________ 
 
Year Organized:______Current Number of Members_____ 
 
Mail to:       Kathy & Bob Miller 
                   1106 Clayton Drive, South Bend IN 46614 

The Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc. March 2006 
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2006 SFMS Committee Chairmen 
Nominations 
Eileen Price 

736 Sedgley Drive 
Knoxville, TN 37922 

865.694.4071 
rfemprice@yahoo.com 

Long Range Planning 
Ron Denton 

6603 Widgeon Drive 
Midland, GA 31820 

706.569.1219 
rondenton@earthlink.net 

Bulletin Contest 
Anna Denton 

6603 Widgeon Drive 
Midland, GA 31820 

706.569.1219 
Anna Denton@Excite.com 

Constitution/By-Laws 
Robert (Red) Walker 

164 Sexton Loop 
Oakdale, TN 37829-2323 

423.369.3077 
walkerrv@highland.net 

SFMS Field Trip Committee 
Jim Flora 

P.O. Box 605 
Hiawassee, GA 30546 

706.896.8040 
jimflora@alltel.net  

Education 
Co-Chairman: Fred Sias 

120 Holly Avenue 
Clemson, SC 29631 

864.654.6833 
sfmsedchair@mindspring.com 

Education 
Co-Chairman: Julia Larson 
5297 Huntington Street NE 
St. Petersburg, FL 33710 

727.522.1254 
juliamlarson@earthlink.net 

Historian 
Charlotte Mayo Bryant 
506 Rain Song Road 

Dalton, GA 30270 
706.278.8344 

Insurance Liaison 
Bob Denaburg 

140 Windward Way 
Indian Harbor Beach, FL 32937 

321.537.9702 
denaburg@cfl.rr.com 

Publications 
 

Open to a Volunteer 

Safety 
Don Monroe 

350 Lapidary Lane 
Young Harris, GA 30582 

706.379.9662 
donmonroe@att.net 

Slide/Video Programs 
Freda Hull 

P.O. Box 115 
Grant, FL 32949 

321.725.0847 
frehull@bellsouth.net 

Social Concerns 
Dee Conybear 

340 Lapidary Lane 
Young Harris, GA 30582 

706.379.2279 
deeconybear@bellsouth.net 

Stamp Program 
Jim Robinson 

1058 Wilderland Drive 
Jacksonville, FL 32225 

904.221.5038 
jhr30@netzero.net  

Supplies 
Caroline Decaminada 

795 Nile Drive 
Alpharetta, GA 30022 

770.992.8309 
carrie128@comcast.net 

 

Uniform Rules 
Dianne Johnson 

10215 Macon Road 
Jacksonville, FL 32219 

904.768.8442 
drejjohnson@bellsourth.net 

Ways & Means 
Frank Decaminada 

795 Nile Drive 
Alpharetta, GA 30022 

770.992.8309 
carrie128@comcast.net 

Youth Resources 
Hugh and Leona Sheffield 
2440 Southshore Drive SE 
St. Petersburg, FL 33705 

727.894.2440 

2005 Annual Meeting Host 
Chairman 

Iris McGehee 
2433 Upper Wetumpka Road 

Montgomery, AL 36107 
334.262.7275 

irisjmcg@aol.com  

Wildacres Directors 
David and Barbara Tuttle 
85504 Blackmon Road 

Yulee, FL 32097 
904.225.0689 

dtt@net-magic.net 

Wildacres Registrars 
Flora Lee & “Red” Walker 

164 Sexton Loop 
Oakdale, TN 37829-2323 

423.369.3077 
waregistrar@gmail.com 

William Holland Co-Registrar 
Sonia Arnold  
P.O. Box 268 

Brevard, NC 28712 
(Registration Mail to go to 

Address on Registration Form) 
828.883.2029 

whregistrars@gmail.com 

William Holland Co-Registrar 
Charlotte Caughman 

P.O. Box 4692 
Spartanburg, SC 29305 
Registration Mail to go to 

Address on Registration Form) 
864.473.0317 

whregistrars@gmail.com  

William Holland Directors 
Dana & Ray Gonzalez 

6226 Seaton Drive 
Columbus, GA 31909 

706.327.4474 
drg@mchsi.com 

 
  

2006 MAYO FOUNDATION Officers/Directors 

SFMS Education Co-Chairman 
Julia Larson 

5297 Huntington Street NE 
St. Petersburg, FL 33710 

727.522.1254 
juliamlarson@earthlink.net 

Director 
Charlotte Mayo Bryant 
506 Rain Song Road 

Dalton, GA 30270 
706.278.8344  

Director 
Jeanette Banks 
119 Eddie Lane 

Mableton, GA 30126 
770.948.8444 

onjbanks@comcast.net 

Secretary 
Eileen Price 

736 Sedgley Drive 
Knoxville, TN 37922 

865.694.4071 
rfemprice@yahoo.com 

President 
William (Bill) G. Waggener 

1909 Moores Mill Road 
Atlanta, GA 30318-1309 

770.478.5734 or 404.355.7377  
wgwaggenerii@bellsouth.net 

Vice-President 
Ann Monroe 

350 Lapidary Lane 
Young Harris, GA  30582 

706.379.9662 
acmonroe@bellsouth.net  

Treasurer 
Frank Decaminada 

795 Nile Drive 
Alpharetta, GA 30022 

770.992.8309 
carrie128@comcast.net 

SFMS Education Co-Chairman 
Fred Sias 

120 Holly Avenue 
Clemson, SC 29631 

864.654.6833 
sfmsedchair@mindspring.com 
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