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H URR Y, H URR Y, H URR Y . . . STEP R IGHT UP FOLKS !
TWO MORE BE AUTIE S ADDED TO 2005 R AF FLE OF FERINGS !

SUMMER IS HERE....

by Joy Bourne, AFMS Endowment Chair

This will be your last chance to see the latest
prizes in the AFMS Newsletter! As you know, there
will be no newsletter in July, nor in August. But you
will still be able to view all prizes being offered,
complete with descriptions of them on the AFMS
website, <http://www.amfed.org/endow2005.htm>,
right up until we leave for St. Louis in mid-August!
If you still have not purchased your tickets, NOW
IS THE TIME - for sure!
Of the two latest acquisitions, one was a special
surprise! We knew Bural LaRue was making a special
piece of jewelry for us, but were absolutely delighted
to discover that Anna Christiansen was also sending
one of her special creations to add to the treasure
chest. Here are the newest additions:
Prize #12. Yet another exquisite Chinese
Freshwater pearl pendant from AFMS 2nd
Vice President, Pat, and
CFMS Secretary, Bural
LaRue, —who also gave
us last year’s beauty!
This one is even more
beautiful, if possible,
than the first. Set in
a 14k-gold lost wax casting created by Bural, and
hung on a 18” 14k-gold chain, the pendant measures
40mm x 9mm. This gorgeous piece of jewelry was
created by Bural, who is a master craftsman and
regular instructor at Camp Paradise, at Zyzyx, the
CFMS’s annual Earth Science retreat. Its market
value is $295. (CFMS)
Prize #13. A simply gorgeous electric-blue
Swarovski bead bracelet. Seven inches long and 3/8
inch wide, the bracelet
is formed of a woven
triple strand of tiny
round and 4mm bi-pyramidal crystals with
a sterling silver clasp.
The bracelet, donated
by John and Anna Christiansen of the Mother Lode
Mineral Society, Oakdale, CA , was created by Anna,
who is an instructor in wire art jewelry at Camp Paradise. She also serves as the registrar for that same
program; as CFMS Bulletin Aids Chair, and talented
maker of outstanding jewelry. Value $95. (CFMS)

It is possible that we will be receiving two or three
more gifts - watch the website for pictures of them,
too. All prizes shown will be placed in the drawing pool,
and all tickets sold will be eligible to win!
Of course, you know that we are all winners
when we support the EFMLS Endowment Fund,
but you could also be one of the raffle winners, as
well! Contact your region’s AFMS Endowment Fund
representative for your chance to be one of the
prize winners in the 2005 drawing. Tickets can also
be ordered directly from the chair until August 1.
Send your ticket request, together with your check
payable to “AFMS Endowment Fund” to:

IT'S VACATION, CONVENTION
& FIELD TRIP TIME

HAVE A BLAST!
(BUT BE CAREFUL)

Joy Bourne, Chair
AFMS Endowment Fund
RR #1, Box 159A
Towanda, PA 18848-9739
Tickets are priced at $5.00 each, or 5 tickets
for $20.00. You will not need to be present at the
drawing in St Louis to win, either. We will ship unclaimed prizes to holders of the winning tickets immediately after the drawing, and winners’ names will
be published in the AFMS Newsletter in October.
Good Luck!!

Joy
Butterfly created by
President Bill Smith

Intarsia Pendant created
by President-Elect
Jim Robinson

More photos on page 7 and on the AFMS website.

ALSO I N THIS I SSUE ...
Community Involvement...........................................2
Looking Forward.........................................................2
Honorary Scholarship Awardees..........................3
A Success Story ........................................................3
Having Fun - Junior Activities...............................4
Do You Like Refreshments?...................................4
Regional Federation Shows.....................................5
Paleo Bill News ............................................................5
Sample Letter.............................................................5
Club Rockhound of the Year...................................5
Meet Us In St. Louis ................................................5
AFMS Code of Ethics...............................................6
Safety First ...............................................................6
International Directory of Micromounters ......6
And We're Off!..........................................................7
AFMS Land Use Policy .............................................7
More Endowment Prize photos..............................7
Preparing Your Mail...................................................8
Oxymorons ...................................................................8
Reports Are Due ........................................................8

VISIT THE AFMS WEBSITE
<W W W.AMFED .ORG>

C OMMUNIT Y I NVOLVEMENT

THE AFMS
PROUDLY SER VING
SEVEN REGIONAL
FEDERATIONS
O F F ICERS:
PRESIDENT

BILL SMITH
<beetlebill@silverlink.net>

PRESIDENT-ELECT

JIM ROBINSON

by Bill Smith, AFMS President

As I read bulletins and observe the activities of those clubs that are
healthy and growing, I notice they are interfacing with the community. Most
often these clubs host a show each year. Several have a three day show
with Friday’s devoted to school children. Some of these students bring
their parents back on Saturday or Sunday, also exposing them to the hobby.
There are often hands on demonstrations for adults as well as the children.
At their show the Kitsap Gem and Mineral Club, WA added extra tables to
accommodate everyone that was interested in beading around a cabochon or
wire-wrapping a free form.
Having a space devoted to the club at the county fair has proven to be very successful in adding new
members. The Port Townsend Rock Club, in Washington state has several cases, demonstrations, and club
members available to talk to anyone that stops at their building during the annual fair.
Many clubs give rock talks at local school and scout groups. Some clubs have programs where a scout
can earn their geology badge.

<jhr30@netzero.net>

Clubs also have displays at the library and other public facilities. Ask your library if your club can put in
a display the month prior to your show. You may have to provide a table for a couple of cases and make sure
you have hand outs about the show and your club.

1ST VICE PRESIDENT

Most communities have at least one special event each year for the public. If your town has such an
event, ask if you can have space for showing what your club represents. It may cost a small amount, but can
be an excellent place to introduce people to our hobby.

WALT WELLS

<touchogold@earthlink.net>

2ND VICE PRESIDENT

PAT LARUE

Bringing in new members can only happen if they know about your club. I will never forget overhearing a
fellow at a show saying, I have lived here and collected rocks for 40 years and didn’t know there was a local
rock show and have just been informed there is even a rock club. There are probably many just like him in
your community. Community involvement is the way to let them know.
Until next time,

Bill

<bplarue@earthlink.net>

3RD VICE PRESIDENT

CAROLYN WEINBERGER
<editor@amfed.org>

L OOKING FOR WARD
4TH VICE PRESIDENT

EMERSON TUCKER

5TH VICE PRESIDENT

ROBERT MILLER

<KanBrock@aol.com>

SECRETARY

ANNE COOK
<secretary@amfed.org>

TREASURER

TOBY COZENS

from Jim Robinson, President-Elect

Not everything goes as planned! I had my June message almost complete
before leaving for the SFMS 1st Executive Board Meeting in Memphis TN
intending to complete and email it upon my return. Unfortunately, when I got
back I found my computer dead — a bad power supply and hard fried hard
drive were the culprits. Needless to say everything on the hard drive was
lost. Thus my shorter than usual message this month.
In the coming months I will be contacting many of our committee chairs
asking them to continue to serve the AFMS for another year. These people are the hard workers for the
Federation - they receive no remuneration for the hours of work they put into their committees. Without
these dedicated volunteers, our Federation, like your club, would be hard pressed to continue.
I'd like many of our in place chairpersons to remain on board for another year, but in the meantime, if
any of you feel that you cannot continue in your current position, I'd appreciate a note or email from you
letting me know that you'd like to step down. The earlier I know, the longer I have to find a replacement for
you. And if I do call you to fill a position, please accept the challenge and say "yes".
I had some other items I wanted to address, but because we're rushing to meet the publication deadline,
time does not permit me to find my notes and try to reconstruct what was on that hard drive.
Hope everyone has a happy and safe rock hounding summer. We hope to see all in St. Louis this August.

Jim

<tobycoz1@earthlink.net>
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ANNOUNCING THE AFMS H ONORAR Y S CHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS FOR 2005

by Dee Holland, Scholarship Foundation President

Each year the
participating Regional
Federations select an
Honorary Scholarship
Recipient who selects
the college or university that chooses the
two graduate earth
science students who
receive the monetary
scholarships that the
Foundation awards each year. We are pleased to
tell you who the Honorary Recipients for this year
are and a little bit about each.
California Federation
Ernest L. Kastenbein
Ernie graduated from Rutgers University with a
BSc in Ceramic Science. He spent 30 years at Rutgers doing research and teaching. He became the
advisor for all undergraduate students and scheduled
all undergraduate classes. He served as Chairman of
the Whitewares Division of The American Ceramic
Society. Retiring in 1982 he and his late wife moved
to Reno, Nevada where he joined the Reno Gem &
Mineral Society. Ernie has served the society in
many capacities over the years. Even at 81, Ernie still
finds time to speak at the local schools concerning
the local geology and rocks and minerals, and show
the children polished stones found in the area.
Eastern Federation
Michael Hawkins
Geology Collections Manager, New York State
Museum Institute, Albany, New York.
Mike began his interest in minerals as a child. He
started working as a volunteer at the New York State
Museum Institute in the Mineral Section in 1987. One
of his first major tasks was to begin cataloging and
working on the mineral collection. He officially went on
the payroll as Collections Manager in 1992.
As Collections Manager he has helped usher in a
revitalization of the New York State Museum collection, and involving the mineral clubs of New York in the
process. Mike has been instrumental in the museum
acquiring major collections of New York State minerals and expanding the mineral display section at the
museum several times over the past decade.
In addition, he helped found the New York Academy of Mineralogy, an adjunct organization to the
museum and has involved state clubs in its creation
and direction.
Midwest Federation
David J. Lowrie
Dave had helped plan and execute cooperative
exhibits between Wayne State University and both
Cranbrook Institute of Science and the Seaman Museum of Natural History. Dave has given geology
programs over the years to both rock clubs groups
and civic groups and has helped set up permanent
displays for many museums and groups such as the
Detroit Science Center, The Children’s Museum of
Detroit, Cranbrook Institute of Science and the Birmingham MI Public Schools Environmental Center.
Dave has and is still helping many rockhounds with his
knowledge of minerals, and always gives generously
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of his time and talents.
Wayne State University: Geology/Science. Years
at Wayne State: 39. Courses taught: Gems and Gem
Materials. Laboratory sections taught: Physical Geology, Historical Geology, Paleontology, and Sedimentology. Member of Michigan Mineralogical Society, holding
many offices including President.
Northwest Federation
Dr. Roger Nielsen
Chair of Geosciences, which includes the Geology
Program of Oregon State University, Corvallis, OR.
Roger’s education includes B.S. Geology, University
of Arizona 1976; M.S. Geology, University of Arizona,
1978; Ph.D. Geology, Southern Methodist University,
Dallas Texas, 1983. Fields of Specialization: Igneous
Petrology; Mineral chemistry and phase equilibria; Microanalysis Techniques. Roger has reviewed a long list
of impressive publications. He has worked with graduate
students and postdoctoral trainees since 1990. He has
a list of internships he has directed and he is Graduate Council Representative. He is doing research in Microprobe Analysis – Developed techniques course for
microanalysis designed for a broad student clientele.
Experimental course in advanced trace element petrology. This course was designed to provide the graduate
students with background in the most recent theory
on modeling. And Theoretical Petrology. This course
was developed to fill the existing gap in the theoretical
background of the petrology graduate students. Roger
is active in his community of Corvallis, Oregon.

South Central Federation
Dr. Judith A. Schiebout, Ph.D
Dr. Schiebout received her B.A., M.A., and Ph.D.
at the University of Texas at Austin. She is Associate Curator at Louisiana State University, Baton
Rouge, Louisiana.
Dr. Schiebout has to her credit an impressive
list of 59 published books, papers and articles. She
is the recipient of the Association for Women Geoscientists Foundation Outstanding Educator Awards
in 2001 and the Gulf Coast Association of Geological Societies Outstanding Educator Award in 2002.
She was also awarded the LSU Award for Women’s
and Gender Studies Award for Outstanding Faculty
Contribution in 2002.
She has taught geology at LSU since 1976 and
has supervised 14 graduate students with two more in
progress. She developed a new undergraduate course
titled “Dinosaurs, Catastrophes and Extinction.”
She developed the LUS Vertebrate Paleontology
collections, one of the 16 LSU science collections
that make up the Louisiana State Museum of Natural
History. A cast of a Louisiana Eocene whale skull
is being featured at Sciport, the science center
which opened in 1998 in Shreveport, LA. It is the
single most spectacular vertebrate fossil from the
state and was excavated as part of her research at
Montgomery Landing, Louisiana.
Dr. Schiebout was so excited about her selection
that she phoned the AFMS Scholarship President
to let him know of her pleasure at being selected by
the South Central Federation.

Rocky Mountain Federation
Howell T. Whiting
Howie became interested in semi-precious and
precious stones in the mid-1960’s while in the Army
and stationed in Ankara, Turkey. He became friends
with a Turkish jeweler whom he had commissioned
to make some custom jewelry for his wife. From
that point on Howie read everything he could get
his hands on about rocks, gems and minerals.
After retirement Howie and Doris moved to Roswell, New Mexico and joined the Chaparral Rockhound
Club. Beginning in the late 1970’s Howie initiated and
conducted a program for gifted students in the Roswell
school system, in six-week sessions the students learned
identification of rocks, minerals, gems and made gem
trees, cut gemstones and made jewelry.
Howie began the Rockhound Endowment Fund at
the New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology at Socorro, NM. Begun in 1982 the proceeds
from the fund’s interest have been used to provide
scholarships to numerous students. The fund now
exceeds $48,000.
In his quest for knowledge Howie enrolled in the
Gemological Institute of America. On completion of
the courses in general grading, identification and appraising of colored stones and diamonds, he received
his Graduate Gemologist diploma.
Howie is a passionate advocate of public land use
and is a charter member of ALAA. He stays informed
on current land issues and is in constant communication
with government officials, locally, and nationally.
Howie is currently the Youth Program Chairman
for the Rocky Mountain Federation, encouraging junior members of clubs to participate in Federation
shows. He is a Past President of the Rocky Mountain
Federation and has received the coveted “Gold Pan
Award” for his services to the Federation.

O UR C ONT RIBUTIONS DO HELP A S UCCE SS STOR Y

forwarded by Izzy Burns

[Ed. Note: The following letter was received by
Izzie Burns, an AFMS Honorary Recipient from the
California Federation. As you can see, our contributions do make a difference!]
Isabella,
I’m glad to hear from you. My plans are to move to
Houston, TX this June. I was offered and accepted a
position with ChevronTexaco as a Geologist.
I would like to thank you and the AFMS for helping me financially. I took 6 months off from work to
complete my thesis, and I’ll be graduating this June.
The AFMS help in making that possible. Hopefully the AFMS can help someone else with that
money, especially someone at CSUB.
CSUB have great geology students that usually
have to work to help pay for their tuition, and I’ll
bet that they could use the money as well.
Again thank you for all your help.
Sincerely,
Ariel Auffant
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H AVING FUN - JUNIOR A CTI VITIE S
TAKE YOUR K IDS S URF ING ON THE WEB!

DO YOU L IKE REF RE SHMENTS?

by Cathy Gaber, AFMS Chair

by Jim Brace-Thompson, AFMS Jr. Activities Chair

Kids have always been hard-wired, metaphorically, for learning, but with the advent of the Internet, today’s kids are literally wired-to-learn. If
given a research assignment in school when I was a
kid, my first stop was the library, but my kids run
immediately to the Internet and Google. They play
video games, they chat with friends via instant-messaging, they write their papers on the computer,
and they surf the Web for both school topics and
personal interest. To help youth leaders capitalize
on this now-natural proclivity of today’s kids and
teens, I’ve recently concluded a 4-part series for
the CFMS Newsletter that provided annotated listings of Web sites organized around various aspects
of the rock-hounding hobby: 1) Fossils, 2) Minerals &
Earth Resources, 3) Lapidary Arts, and 4) Museums.
Following are abbreviated highlights from those four
articles:
Fossils
<www.isgs.uiuc.edu/dinos/>
This site is maintained by Russell “Dino Russ”
Jacobson, an associate geologist at the Illinois State
Geological Survey and a “certified dinomaniac.” It
collects info on dinosaur digs, exhibits, societies,
publications, dinosaur artwork, and more. A truly
wonderful site and easy to navigate!

<www.paleoportal.org>
The Paleontological Portal (produced by the
University of California Museum of Paleontology,
the PaleoSociety, the Society of Vertebrate Paleontologists, and the USGS) is a central entry point
to paleontology resources for audiences of all levels. Topics for exploration include Exploring Time
& Space, the Fossil Gallery, Famous Flora & Fauna,
Careers, Resources, Collections, and Calendar.
Minerals & Earth Resources
<www.usgs.gov>
Go to the “Education” section on this, the official
web site of the U.S. Geological Survey. They have a
nice link to the “Earth Science Information Center”
where experts will answer kids’ earth science questions via the USGS education web site.

<www.mii.org> and <www.womeninmining.org>
The Web sites of the Mineral Information Institute and the Women in Mining organization provide
a wealth of info and resources on minerals, uses of
minerals in everyday life, and careers in the earth
sciences. Both also offer links to other interesting
earth science sites.
<www.theimage.com>
This site allows you to wander through a Mineral
Gallery of gorgeous gemstones to learn about the
chemical properties of nearly 200 different types
of minerals.
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Lapidary Arts
<www.rockhounds.com>
Brought on-line in 1995, “Bob’s Rock Shop” is the
Internet’s first ’Zine (or on-line magazine) for rockhounds. This noncommercial site teamed with Rock
& Gem magazine to provide a first-class resource
on topical information for hobbyists. It includes
excellent reference lists of books on all aspects of
lapidary arts.

<Socrates.berkeley.edu/~eps2/>
Together with Hanna Cook-Wallace (a professional gemologist with a jewelry studio in Madison,
Wisconsin), Jill Banfield of the UC-Berkeley Department of Earth & Planetary Science provides lessons
on Gems & Gem Materials from an on-line course she
offers. This is a terrific site, packed with useful
lapidary info.
<www.tradeshop.com/gems/>
These pages provide a comprehensive introduction to gemology and the lapidary arts for the general
public and a handy resource for the jewelry trade.
Museums
<www.lib.washington.edu/sla/natmus.html>
Rated a “Top Site” by Education Index, here you’ll
find direct links to local and regional museums, large and
small museums, and university collections across the U.S.
and around the world. One of the most comprehensive
collections of museum links I’ve seen!

<Paleo.cc/kpaleo/museums.htm>
“Kuban’s Guide to Natural History Museums on
the Web” features annotated links to the larger,
more famous museums and virtual museums that
feature displays of fossils, paleontology, and related
subjects.
<www.amnh.org/education/resources/>
On-line activities and resources are available
through the American Museum of Natural History
in New York. Lessons are written for elementary
through high school levels (and divided by grade levels) in 5 areas, including Earth Sciences, Paleontology,
and Astronomy. You’ll find 17 lessons on minerals, 6
on meteorites, and more than 25 on various aspects
of paleontology.

If you would like to receive the full listing of
sites or all four of my CFMS columns, feel free to
email or call (jbraceth@adelphia.net; 805/6593577). These sites scratch just the surface of
what’s out there. You can make this into a fun activity for your juniors by encouraging them to surf
the Web themselves for interesting sites related
to our hobby and having them share and report on
what they find with their fellow members at your
next meeting. Let’s capitalize on the tools today’s
kids use for learning while—as always—having fun!

So, you come to the club meeting. What is your
favorite thing? The showcase, the refreshments, the
program, the treasurer’s report, the library? Who
are the people who make all these various aspects
function smoothly? These people are more than worthy of being selected as the AFMS Club Rockhound
of the Year. If you will take just five minutes to
send me or your regional representative an e-mail,
these special people can be recognized not only at
the club level, but at the regional federation level
and the American Federation level by being printed
in those newsletters.
This recognition program is so easy. All we need
is the name of the person to be honored (or the
couple), the name of the club, the federation, a
couple of sentences about the honoree(s) and the
name of the person making the submission. All of
you know people who work hard all year long who
deserve to get some credit. Why wait? If you do
this soon enough, then your candidate will also be
listed in my report at the AFMS meeting in St.
Louis this summer.
Every club has several people who should receive
this recognition. We can recognize only one a year,
but each club can submit an honoree every single
year. Please do your part in making sure that they
get the attention they have earned.
Cathy Gaber
<bg@his.com>

UPCOMING REGIONAL FEDERATION SHOWS

from Mary Trammell, AFMS Show Coordinator

California Federation
June 10-12, 2005
Roseville, California
Eastern Federation
November 17-19, 2006
West Palm Beach, Florida
Midwest / AFMS
August 16-21, 2005
St. Louis, Missouri
Northwest
August 5-7, 2005
Albany, Oregon
Rocky Mountain
June 17-19, 2005
Colorado Springs, Colorado
South Central
December 2 – 4, 2005
Austin Texas
Southeast

November 12 – 14, 2005
Melbourne, Florida
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PALEO BILL NE WS — S ENATE BILL S-263

from Dee Holland and Shirley Leeson

The Paleo Resources Bill is still floating around
in the Senate. If you've not done so, it is imperative that you and your club members write to your
Senators and Representatives expressing your views
on a) the effort to fast track the legislation without
debate and b) the legislation itself.

Honorable ____________________
United States House of Representatives (or Senate)
___________
Washington, DC

If we remain silent on this legislation all of
us will lose our right to collect. Although this bill
deals with fossils, other collecting possibilities may
be threatened next.

As one of your most loyal and long-time supporters, and a resident of Congressional District Number
24 of California, I am writing to ask for your help to defeat Senate Bill S-263, a supposed Paleontological
Resources Preservation Act. It has already passed through committee without amendment for action on
the floor of the U.S. Senate.

One important note: In the last AFMS Newsletter, Jon Spunaugle gave an incorrect bill number
in his "Truth and Some Consequences" article. The
correct number for the bill is S-263.

As a Registered Geologist and amateur gem and mineral collector, I can attest that S-263 is a very bad
piece of legislation, and I ask that you do what you can to block passage of this Bill by a no vote or any other
means available to you. There are many good reasons why this poorly conceived legislation is a detriment to
this country and it’s citizens, and they boil down to this:

Here is a good sample letter that might serve as
a guideline for your own letter to your legislators.

1. This bill masquerades as protecting fossils and academic inquiry. IT DOES NOT. To the contrary, it
inhibits knowledge and inquiry. The majority of what is known about fossils has been gathered by commercial
and amateur collectors, and most museum collections are the result of non-commercial or amateur finds.

Dear Congressman ______:

2. The Secretary of the Interior asked that academic, amateur and commercial fossil collectors be consulted in the preparation of potential legislation regarding fossil resources on public lands. To my knowledge,
the commercial collectors were not consulted, input from amateurs was not solicited, and there was never an
opportunity for any to testify.
3. This legislation is the product of a few academics alone, in concert with a small group of managers
from the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and the U.S. Forest Service. Such collegiate and government
personnel have, through aggressive tactics pushed their own skewed agenda. An agenda that is not good for
the true science of paleontology, and would be a tragic mistake if enacted.

AFMS C LUB R OCKHOUND OF THE YE AR

from Cathy Gaber, AFMS Chair

Midwest Federation
The Des Plaines Valley Geological Society nominates Darren Cesario as our Rockhound of the Year.
Although this young man is physically disabled with
the loss of muscular control and movement his spirit
is over-flowing with enthusiasm, youthful vitality and
most of all desire to learn and be involved in our
hobby. He currently is pursuing studies in Earth and
Natural Sciences at Oakton Community College, earning his Associates degree in ‘91, and continuing his
studies in his choice field. He has a vast interest in
the sciences of Paleontology. His ultimate goal is
being a Historical Geologist focusing on the smaller
invertebrates and plants.
Darren is an avid fossil collector, having a fairly
large collection of Mazon Creek fossils from collecting with his parents. He admits collecting there
at Mazon Creek today is not as easy as it use to be,
especially for a wheelchair bound collector.
So we of the Des Valley Geological Society wholeheartedly nominate this young man - Darren Cesario.
Submitted by Mary Okolowicz

Northwest Federation
Hell’s Canyon Gem Club of Lewiston, Idaho is pleased
to announce the choice of Ace Nash as our AFMS Club
Rockhound of the Year. Although he has not been a
member of our club for very many years, his wholesouled dedication to the jobs he has undertaken have
earned him the appreciation of our club. As field trip
chairman he has expended himself to make our field
trips enjoyable, productive, safe and educational for
every member. As silent auction chairman he has
given unbounded enthusiasm and organizational skills
to make this attraction a hub of activity at our annual
show. Thanks, Ace, for a job well done!
submitted by Rose Alene McArthur
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This Bill (S-263) must be stopped, or at the very least scrapped, as it serves neither the resource nor the
public. I believe I can speak for all amateur collectors, and ask that our rights as citizens not be infringed
upon, nor should we live under the fear of being arrested simply because we picked up a bone, shell, or fossil
of some sort.
Please do what you can to shut down and eliminate Senate Bill 263.
Best regards,

MEE T US I N ST. L OUIS

from Barbara Sky

Last month we told you about the field trip opportunities that have been organized to enhance your convention experience. We also printed all the forms, hotel and camping information
and events schedule. You can download additional copies from our website
<http://convention.stlearthsci.org>
Now we want to remind you to make those hotel or campground reservations
and send in your request for show tickets and meals no later than July 15. If you
plan on having an exhibit at the show, whether competitive or non-competitive, the
deadline for submitting your application form is June 1.
Fill out and send in those forms and make those reservations now before you
forget! We'd love to fill the hall with your displays so that the general public as
well as our "rockhound" community can see all the wonderful work you do or get a
glimpse at a portion of your mineral or fossil collection.
We can't guarantee the weather for August in St. Louis, but we can guarantee you a wonderful experience. St. Louis has lots to do and see (the Arch, our world-class zoo, the Budweiser Brewery, numerous
parks, the St. Louis Cardinals baseball team to name just a few). And we're only a few miles away from the
Lewis & Clark exhibition marking the spot where the famous duo began their voyage up the Missouri and into
unknown territory.
So mark August 16 - 21 on your calendar and "Meet Us In St. Louis". The AFMS meetings are Tuesday,
August 16 (Rules) and Wednesday August 17 (AFMS & Scholarship). The show is open on Friday, Saturday
and Sunday - August 19 - 21. We hope to see you there.
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S AFE T Y FIRST - S AFE T Y R ULE S FOR FIELD TRIPS

by Bill Klose, AFMS Safety Chair

Field trip season is upon us and we need to pause
and review appropriate safety rules. Field trip leaders
need to review these rules before every field trip.

restrictions if collecting on public lands or parks.
Pay any collecting fees required and do not exceed
collecting limits where established.

1. Never go on a field trip alone. Have someone
along who can help or summon help if necessary. Make
sure someone knows where you have gone and when
you will return. Carry a cell phone with spare battery
to expedite your communications. Call someone if you
are going to change your routine or are going to be
late. Should you leave a field trip early, notify the
person in charge.

12. Inquire if there are any dangerous animals
on the property. Close all gates you open.

2. Should there be children on the field trip, have
them within sight or talking distance at all times. A child
could not only become lost, but could encounter a snake,
scorpion, etc., or have an accident of some sort.
3. Do not collect directly above or below other
people or below unstable rock piles, cliff walls or overhangs where there may be danger of falling rock.
4. Park so that all cars can get out. Do not block
the roadway. Do not drive cars, SUV’s, or RV’s,
such as “4 wheelers”, across fields to avoid damaging property, setting grass fires with catalytic
converters or damaging the vehicle. Do not drive
across or walk on newly planted or cultivated fields
without special permission.
5. Have your vehicle in proper working order
with appropriate emergency equipment and supplies
as outlined in last months Safety First article.
6. Make sure that all fires are completely out and
wet down the ashes with water, stir to make sure
there are not any buried embers and then smother
completely with dirt. Adhere to local fire regulations
and warnings.
7. Break all matches and shred all cigarettes
before discarding and be careful where they are
disposed of. Take them with you rather than leaving
them as litter.
8. Do not throw rocks or engage in “horse play”
and do not allow children to do so.

13. Refill any holes you dig so people or animals
will not fall in. Do not dump dirt or other debris into
streams.
14. Respect another’s diggings. If a person has
left for lunch or for any other reason with the intent
of returning, and has left a pick, coat, or definite
marker, find another spot.
15. Leave any place in good condition. Don’t leave
paper, cans, and other litter lying around to mar the
beauty of the place, and to tell others that you have
been there. Take your litter with you, do not bury it.
16. Never eat wild berries or anything else unless
you are absolutely sure they are safe. Carry bottled
water or other drinks and do not drink from streams
or wells that have not been recently tested.
17. Be able to recognize poison ivy, poison oak,
etc. Should there be any doubt, don’t tough.
18. Always be alert for snakes, scorpions, ticks,
spiders, rodent infestations, etc. Be very careful
where you place your hands and feet.
19. Bring and properly use the appropriate well
maintained and inspected tools. Don’t expect others
to provide tools for you.
20. Use proper lifting and carrying techniques to
bring home your finds. Do not overload your vehicle.
Many of these safety rules are covered in greater
detail in the AFMS Safety Manual and on the AFMS
web site. Have a safe field trip season in 2005.

AFMS C ODE OF ETHICS
I will respect both private and public property
and will do no collecting on privately owned land
without the owner’s permission.
I will keep informed on all laws, regulations of
rules governing collecting on public lands and will
observe them.
I will to the best of my ability, ascertain the boundary lines of property on which I plan to collect.
I will use no firearms or blasting material in collecting areas.
I will cause no willful damage to property of any kind - fences, signs, buildings.
I will leave all gates as found.
I will build fires in designated or safe places only
and will be certain they are completely extinguished
before leaving the area.
I will discard no burning material - matches,
cigarettes, etc.
I will fill all excavation holes which may be dangerous to livestock.
I will not contaminate wells, creeks or other
water supply.
I will cause no willful damage to collecting material
and will take home only what I can reasonably use.
I will practice conservation and undertake to
utilize fully and well the materials I have collected
and will recycle my surplus for the pleasure and
benefit of others.
I will support the rockhound project H.E.L.P. (Help
Eliminate Litter Please) and Will leave all collecting areas
devoid of litter, regardless of how found.
I will cooperate with field trip leaders and those
in designated authority in all collecting areas.
I will report to my club or Federation officers,
Bureau of Land management or other authorities,
any deposit of petrified wood or other materials on
public lands which should be protected for the enjoyment of future generations for public educational
and scientific purposes.
I will appreciate and protect our heritage of
natural resources.
I will observe the “Golden Rule”, will use “Good
Outdoor Manners” and will at all times conduct myself in a manner which will add to the stature and
Public “image” of rockhounds everywhere.

9. Do not over exert or stay in the direct sunlight
or heat too long. Take a rest in the shade from time
to time and drink plenty of electrolyte replacing fluids, such as sports drinks. Properly wear appropriate
safety equipment, sunscreen, and clothing.
10. Avoid old mine tunnels. Never go into a mine
alone. Carry a flashlight and a candle with you. Carbon dioxide or other gases, such as methane, may
be present. There may even be a lack of Oxygen.
Mines are also havens for snakes, scorpions, spiders,
rodents and their feces which can carry disease.
Mines also may contain uncovered shafts and pits.
Also be extremely cautious around abandoned buildings. You may stumble into old deep wells or cesspools
not properly covered.
11. Respect property rights and
signs. Obtain permission to enter
property if owned by private individuals or corporations. Attend
Company safety briefings required
by MOSHA and sign releases. Pay
attention to and practice the Companies safety policies. Adhere to
government regulations and
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I NTERNATIONAL D IRECTOR Y OF M ICROMOUNTERS

from the Baltimore Mineral Society

The Baltimore Mineral Society, sponsors of the annual Desautels Micromineral Symposium and Micromounters Hall of Fame is pleased to announce the availability of the 20th edition of the International Directory
of Micromounters.
The cost per copy is $6 plus postage of $2.50 for up to 3 copies mailed to the same U. S. address. . For
foreign addresses, visit the BMS website <http://edisk.fandm.edu/mike.seeds/BMS.htm>.
The Directory lists those interested in micro-minerals from around the world and is a useful tool for
those who wish to contact others in the field. It also lists micro-mineral clubs, museums housing micromount
collections and annual micromineral symposia.
Copies can be obtained by sending a check , payable to "Directory of Micromounters" to
Carolyn Weinberger, PO Box 302; Glyndon, MD 21071-0302
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AND WER' E O F F !

from Sir Barkley Bigfoot and Caesar the GoFer

The A.F.M.S. Newsletter is
published monthly except January, July and
August by the
American Federation of
Mineralogical Societies

Assistant Editors

This newsletter is the last that you will receive until September. We're off
on vacation until then.
Please don't forget us though. If your club changes officers between now
and September, please send us the list of new officers with their correct addresses. We want the right people to get the next newsletter.
While we're on vacation, take a minute or two to write to your Senators and Representatives about the
Paleo Bill (S-263). If we're silent we'll surely lose our collecting opportunities and for many, the main reason
to belong to a club.
And while you are "surfing he web" with your kids or by yourself, visit the AFMS
website as well as the website for your Regional Federation. There is lots of useful
information on each plus lots of good links to other important and useful sites.
We'll be spending our summer doing a little rock"hounding". We both love to
dig holes and that's the first step in field tripping so we get to go and get to play.
We both even get to keep some of the rocks we dig up so we're eager to get
started.
The deadline for the September Newsletter is August 1.

Address corrections and changes
Subscription Information
Distribution Questions
Each Regional Federation Club is entitled to
receive three (3) copies
of the AFMS Newsletter. These are sent
to the President, Editor and Secretary.
Subscriptions are $4.50 per year
Remit payment to the
AFMS Central Office
Checks should be made payable to “AFMS”

Have a good summer.

ADDRESS

AFMS L AND USE POLICY

MAINTENANCE AND MAIL LABELING ARE
THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE

1. Adherence to the AFMS Code of Ethics assures compliance with most statutes and regulations
governing collecting on public lands and encourages
respect for private property rights and the environment. Clubs are urged to read the AFMS Code of
Ethics in at least one meeting every year, to publish
the Code frequently in the club newsletter, and to
compel compliance on club field trips.
2. Individuals and clubs are urged to write their
elected representatives and land use management
agency supervisors regarding issues of rule making,
legislation and enforcement affecting field collecting
of minerals and fossils.
3. Individuals and clubs are urged to join and
support activities of the American Lands Access
Association (ALAA), a sister organization with responsibility for advancing the interests of earth
science amateurs with legislatures and land use
management agencies.
4. The AFMS will receive a report from ALAA
at its annual meeting.

AFMS CENTRAL OFFICE.

6. Wilderness and monument designations are inconsistent with the principle of multiple use. In view of the
vast amount of public land already designated as wilderness and monuments, future such designations should
be minimal, taking into account the increased demand
for recreational opportunities, including rockhounding,
created by a growing population.

ALL

9. The AFMS urges its members to work with
any or all government authorities to achieve a good
working relationship in order to improve the "Public
Image" of recreational collectors.

5. The AFMS endorses the principle of multiple
use of public lands as a guarantee of continuing recreational opportunities.

SHOULD BE SENT TO:

AFMS CENTRAL OFFICE
STEVE WEINBERGER
PO BOX 302
GLYNDON, MD 21071-0302
410-833-7926
<central_office@amfed.org>

7. In furtherance of the principle of multiple
use, the AFMS believes that laws, regulations
and rules established by relevant governmental
authorities should be designed to allow freest
possible access to all public lands, coupled with
minimal restrictions on the recreational collection
of minerals, fossils, gemstone materials and other
naturally occurring materials.
8. A right to collect minerals and fossils on public
lands should be protected by statute.

CHANGES AND QUESTIONS

CONTENT – LETTERS
EDITORIAL COMMENTS – SUBMISSIONS
ANY

COMMUNICATION CONCERNING THE CONTENT OR

NEWSLETTER SHOULD BE SENT
EDITOR:
CAROLYN WEINBERGER
PO BOX 302
GLYNDON, MD 21071-0302
410-833-7926

FORMAT OF THE

TO THE

<editor@amfed.org>

DEADLINE

IS THE 1ST OF EACH MONTH

PRECEDING PUBLICATION

(I.E. APRIL 1

MORE ENDOWMENT PRIZE S
Herkimer "Diamond" crystal cluster
Opal Pendant

Pecos "Diamond" Gem Tree
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FOR THE

MAY

ISSUE)

Material in this Newsletter may be duplicated
for non-commercial purposes provided credit
is given this publication and the author.
For commercial use, the individual author(s)
must be contacted for approval.

Uvite
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PREPARING YOUR C LUB NE WSLE T TER

THE TOP 35 "O X YMORONS"

Editors Note: In the past few weeks my mailbox has been inundated with small plastic envelopes from
the USPS that all tell me that they are very sorry, but the enclosed mail was damaged in transit. What I
usually get is one page on a club newsletter. The remaining pages are lost, probably discarded for lack of a
mailing address. What a shame. We (Steve and I) don't get to read that newsletter and the club has wasted
money for postage and printing.

We've all heard of oxymorons - those wonderful expressions that just seem not to go together.
Someone has compiled a list of what they believe are
the top 35 oxymorons of all time. For obvious reasons, the contributor wishes to remain anonymous.
Enjoy!

by Jeff Ursillo, EFMLS Region VIII Vice President. Reprinted from EFMLS News, May 2000

Jeff Ursillo, an EFMLS Regional Vice President works for a company that deals with the postal service
and with mailings. The article below was written by him a few years ago in an effort to streamline the process
of preparing and mailing club newsletters with the idea of reducing the need for those ominous plastic bags.
I've checked with my local post office and the advice Jeff gives is still very valid.

PREPARING YOUR NE WSLE T TER FOR IT 'S
HARROWING TIP THROUGH THE POSTAL SYSTEM !!!
Many people are not aware of what happens to
their mail after it is dropped at the Post Office or
letter box. Hopefully, in this article, I can help you
understand the mechanics of the Post Office and
how, a little adjustment in the preparation of your
newsletter for the mail can make a world of difference.
As a little background, I have been involved in
the mailing industry for over 5 years now. My job
entails all aspects from mailpiece design to delivering
the mail to the Post Office. In the past year alone,
I have mailed over 1 million pieces of mail. I am also
a member of the West Palm Beach Postal Customer
Council, a joint venture between the Post Office
and the mailing community. From this background,
I would have to say that the most important point
about mailing is to have a good relationship with your
local Post Office. Don't be afraid to call and ask
questions or to bring your newsletter into them and
ask for advice on preparing it for the mail.
The following is a brief description of what
happens when your mail is placed "into the system".
When mail is deposited at the Post Office it is
sorted into 2 categories: mail that can be handled
by automation, and mail that must be handled on
non-automated equipment. It is to your benefit to
use paper tabs (wafers) in place of staples to seal
the top of your newsletter. Bottom line ... the more
automation friendly your newsletter is, the faster
and cheaper it goes!
Placing your mailing panel:
If your newsletter is an 11 x 17 sheet of paper
that is folded to 81/2 x 11 and then folded to 5 1/2
x 8 1/2 for mailing, your mailing panel would be on
the top left panel. This would put the folds in the
correct places. In the case of those who use 8 1/2
x 11 sheets, then fold to 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, the mailing
panel would be at the top of the last page. In this
instance it is not necessary to seal the right edge,
but if you have more than 5 sheets in your newsletter, it would be better to do so as a precaution due
to the thickness of the piece.
Mailing panel
Fold

A note about your mailing labels: whenever possible print them in all UPPER CASE LETTERS and do
not use punctuation, such as a comma after the city
name, or between the street name and the apartment
number.
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Example:
MR JOHN A SAMPLE
123 MAIN ST APT 231
(or replace "APT" with #)
HOLLYWOOD CA 90028
Which class?
Now that our mailpiece is properly formatted, we
need to decide on how to send it. The two choices,
First and Standard, each have their good and bad
points. First class mail comes with all the bells and
whistles you could want, all for 37¢ an ounce! the mail
will be forwarded if your member has moved, you can
be requested to be notified of their new address (you
should add the wording "Address Service Requested"
1/ inch below your return address if you want to be
4
notified of the member's new address. (This applies
to Standard Class mail as well, but there is a return
fee). First class mail requires no sorting. You can
get a discount on First class mail if you presort it,
but this involves having a minimum of 500 pieces of
mail. With presorting, you can realize a saving of up
to 9 - 10 cents per piece. This might be useful, for
example, if you send out lots of fliers for your club
show.
Standard Mail requires you to have a permit
which carries an annual fee of $150. The main
drawback of Standard Mail is that it must be presorted. This involves sorting to 5 digit and 3 digit
zip code levels. The good part ... 200 piece minimum.
If your club is close to a 200 piece mailing list, it
is well worth the cost to you to add yourself to the
mailing list multiple times in order to bring the count
to over 200. With a computer printed label (without
a barcode), Standard Class rates can be as low as
20 cents per piece, a little less than half the cost of
First Class. If you have the ability to barcode your
address labels, or are willing to have this done by a
local mailing house, the rates can go as low as 14¢
per piece. The charge for having a set of barcoded
labels varies from mailhouse to mailhouse, but as an
example, my shop charges 5.5 cents per label. This
would still result in a substantial savings over First
class postage.
For years, Standard mail has had the reputation
for being slow. With the advent or automation however, the Post Office can move more mail than ever
before. The end result is all the mail flows through
the system faster! As a case in point, I drop my
mail at West Palm Beach's main Bulk Mail Facility.
(Actually, the Post Office uses the term "Business
Mail" these days and never uses the J(unk) word!).
In 95% of my mailings the pieces are received at
local addresses the next day and at out of town addresses within a week. All it takes is some planning
of the mailpiece, and if possible, adding barcodes to
the mailing labels.

Remember - the mailing panel goes ABOVE the
fold!

from an anonymous contributor

35. State worker
34. Legally drunk
33. Exact estimate
32. Act naturally
31. Found missing
30. Resident alien
29. Genuine imitation
28. Airline food
27. Good grief
26. Government organization
25. Sanitary landfill
24. Alone together
23. Small crowd
22. Business ethics
21. Soft rock
20. Amtrak schedule
19. Military intelligence
18. Sweet sorrow
17. Compassionate conservative
16. “Now, then ...”
15. Passive aggression
14. Clearly misunderstood
13. Peace force
12. Extinct life
11. Plastic glasses
10. Terribly pleased
9. Computer security
8. Political science
7. Tight slacks
6. Definite maybe
5. Pretty ugly
4. Rap music
3. Working vacation
2. Religious tolerance
And the No. 1 oxymoron
1. Microsoft Works
And to these we might also add my favorite...
Near miss

REPORTS ARE DUE

from Steve Weinberger

Just a quick reminder to all AFMS Officers and
Committee Chairpersons that your year-end reports
are due in the AFMS Central Office no later than
June 15. This will allow enough time to compile and
print the meeting packet and mail it out so everyone
receives theirs in ample time before leaving for St.
Louis. This will also allow everyone to have a chance
to read through the material in a leisurely manner.
Reports can be sent via US Mail to the Central
Office, PO Box 302, Glyndon, MD 21071-0302 or via
e-mail to <central_office@amfed.org>.
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