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 By popular demand, we will start accepting sub-
missions for the AFMS Club Junior Rockhound of the 
Year. Juniors (under 18) deserve to be recognized 
for their contributions too. 

 This junior honor will be in addition to the previ-
ously recognized AFMS Club Rockhound of the Year, 
which has been used only for adults. The rules will 
be the same. 

 Anyone in the club can submit a candidate for ei-
ther or both of these programs. Information needed 
to process the submission includes: name of the hon-
oree, name of the submitter, name of the club, home 
state of the club and about 50 words describing why 
the honoree deserves to be recognized. In the case 
of juniors, I will leave it to your discretion to include 
the child’s age or not. Each club can have one person 
in each category every single year. We will continue 
to accept couples in the adult category.

 These submissions are printed in the AFMS news-
letter and usually in your regional federation newsletter 
as well. I would encourage your club editors to also print 
this information. That gives both the adult and junior 
members credit throughout the country. What an honor! 
Surely you know someone who would appreciate being 
recognized from your club. 

 Please send in your recommendation to your 
regional representatives as soon as you can.  

California - 
 Barbara Matz <barbmatz@yahoo.com>
Eastern - 
 Cathy Gaber <bg@his.com>
Midwest - 
 Fran Gutkowski <gutkowski@Dearborn.com>
Northwest - 
 Dick Parks, 2004 SE 134th; Vancouver, WA 98683
Rocky Mountain -
 Leon Gorrell <leon81040@yahoo.com>
South Central -
 Dee Cable <spheresrus@aol.com>
Southeast - 
 Vacant at this time

JUNIORS	GET	ACCLAIM!
by Cathy Gaber, Chair, AFMS Club Rockhound of the Year

 There are still 3 months left in this calendar 
year for your club to send in the name of your adult 
and your junior honoree.  Through June of this  year 
we've had submissions from clubs in each of the 
Regional Federations as follows:

California - 7 clubs
Eastern - 9 clubs
Midwest - 2 clubs
Northwest - 1 club

South Central - 2 clubs
Southeast - none to date

Rocky Mountain - none to date

 What a nice way to say thank you to someone! 

Cathy Gaber
<bg@his.com>

THE	ROCKHOUND	SURVEY
by Carolyn Weinberger

 There is always speculation, lament, comment, 
quessing, etc. about the status of our rockhounding 
hobby.  Several months ago Tina Tuttle and Kreigh 
Tomaszewski decided to take a survey to try to 
discover who rockhounds are, their habits related 
to their geo-interest, and how they got involved in 
the hobby.

 The results are now in and have been formulated 
into  "Rockhounding: Portrait of a Passion".  Sections 
of the report include "Portrait of a Collector", "How 
do people get interested in the hobby?",  "Collecting 
habits",  and "Implications".

 The report is well worth reading and is available 
in pdf format in its entirety by visiting:

<www.Tomaszewski.net/Kreigh/Minerals/
RockhoundsReport.v.4.pdf>

VISIT	THE	AFMS	WEBSITE

<WWW.AMFED.ORG>

MINERALS:		THE	FOUNDATION	OF	SOCIETY

 I'm pleased to be able to announce this year's 
inductees to the prestigious National Rockhound and 
Lapidary Hall of Fame.  They are:

Minerals - John Medici
Lapidary - Dennis Batt
Jewelry - Walt Johnson
Fossils - no entry this year
Education - Bill & Lois Patillo and Ewing Evans
Deceased - Robert Lange

 Look for an article soon in Rock & Gem about 
how these leaders became winners.  

HALL	OF	FAME	INDUCTEES
from June Culp Zeitner
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STARTING	A	CLUB	ENDOWMENT	FUND
by Bill Smith, AFMS President

 I am sure many of you are wondering why I would write an article 
about a club endowment fund?  After attending five regional shows and 
conventions, talking to many of you and reading the numerous newsletters 
I receive, the increasing cost of doing club business almost always came 
up in the conversation.
     
 At the top of the list was the cost of insurance for field trips, shows 
and other functions.  Officer and committee travel was mentioned many 
times, especially the cost for sending personnel to regional meetings. 
Advertising your show and club is an ever-increasing expense.  Show costs 
such as building rent, storage, case repair, skirting, etc. are on the increase.  It was even mentioned that club 
members are getting older and it is harder to set up and break down.  Check with the local football coach or 
scout master to see if they might have some young people that would be willing to help for a fee. How about 
the increasing cost of printing and delivering the newsletter?
     
 I have mentioned starting a club endowment fund to several of you and you thought it a good idea.  Some 
did say they had plenty of money in the checking account.  That would mean there is no better time to divest 
some of that money to future  Talk to your club about putting any extra money in an endowment fund to help 
with those ever increasing out year expenses.

     Until next time, 

        Bill

COMING	NEXT	MONTH:		
	 REVIEW	OF	THE	ANNUAL	MEETING....COMPETITION	RESULTS....SHOW	REVIEW

 In my May column, I stated a goal of expanding 
the number of clubs with 
kids enrolled and using 
the Future Rockhounds 
of America badge pro-
gram to 50 (or approxi-
mately one club for each 
of the 50 states) by 
year’s end.  I need the 
help of every reader of 
this column to make this 
goal a reality by spread-
ing the word within your 

regional federations and local club newsletters.  We 
recently received great help from Lynn Varon, Man-
aging Editor of Rock & Gem magazine, who published 
a terrific article on the program in their September 
issue.  Within two days of its publication, three more 
clubs called to ask how to sign up for the program!  
I ask everyone’s help in spreading the word to get 
these activities into the hands of as many kids as 
possible.

 In addition to getting more clubs and kids in-
volved with the program, a goal I have for the coming 
year is to consider and develop still more activities.  
These might include individual activities that could 
be incorporated into our current set of nine badges, 
or entire sets of activities for which we might create 
whole new badges for kids to earn.

 With that in mind, I’m interested in hearing back 
from clubs and societies now using the program.  How 
are they utilizing it?  What sorts of adaptations have 
they made to the current activities to improve them 
or to make them better suited to their particular 
group of kids and circumstances?  How can we make 
the individual activities and the program as a whole 
work even better in helping our kids learn the science 
and craft of our hobby?

 I’ll be sharing new activities over the course of 
the coming months in the pages of this column.  These 
will include ideas I’ve been thinking of and collecting 
in recent months and any ideas that come in from 
others.  If you’re not familiar with the current sets 
of activities, I encourage you to check out the on-
line manual for the AFMS/FRA Badge Program on 
the AFMS web site at http://www.amfed.org/fra/
meritbadge.htm.

 Here’s to expanding the universe of clubs using 
the program and expanding the resources for those 
clubs to reach kids within that universe while—as 
always—having fun!

HAVING	FUN	-	JUNIOR	ACTIVITIES

	 EXPANDING	ACTIVITIES	FOR	THE	FRA	BADGE	PROGRAM
by Jim Brace-Thompson, Junior Activities Chair
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Eastern Federation

   The Board of Directors of the 
Gem, Lapidary and Mineral Society 
of Montgomery County, Maryland has 

chosen Kristen Westbrook to be our AFMS Club 
Rockhound of the Year for 2005. Kris has served the 
society as secretary and as vice president. She has 
also served as chairman of the committee to judge 
earth science exhibits at the Montgomery Area Sci-
ence Fairs to determine who would be recipients of 
our awards at Senior and Junior High School levels. 
She has helped at our annual shows and set up the 
case displaying members’ favorite specimens and 
lapidary pieces. She helped at our auction in Octo-
ber and is a willing worker wherever and whenever 
needed. She also took it upon herself to write notes 
of welcome to new members. Unfortunately, Kris is 
moving from our area but is sure to join a club when 
she gets settled in Florida and they will be fortunate 
to have her as a member. Our loss is their gain.

Submitted  by Nancy Ballard, editor

 Milton Wiser has been selected as the AFMS Club 
Rockhound of the Year by the Northern Virginia Mineral 
Club, Inc. Milton took over the job of Field Trip Chair-
man at a time when the club was at a low point and the 
position urgently needed to be filled to give the club a 
great boost. And did Milton get us field trips! Milton got 
the club into new sites. Milton got the club into sites 
that had previously been closed to clubs. Even the most 
ardent field-tripper would have little room to complain. 
In addition to his work finding field trips, Milton assists 
in other club activities where he can, such as finding a 
new and great site for the club picnic that was not so 
far away, thus helping to revive the annual event. Milton 
also assisted in the picnic festivities such as by helping 
in the selection and delivery of the food. Milton has 
contributed substantially to the success of the club.

Submitted by Georgia Olmstead, Editor

 On behalf of the Micromineralogists of the 
National Capital Area, I submit George Loud as our 
AFMS Club Rockhound of the Year. A member for 
several years, he served as a director until 2000 and 

AFMS	CLUB	ROCKHOUND	OF	THE	YEAR
from Cathy Gaber, Chair

has been treasurer since 2001. George occasionally 
writes for our bulletin and gives talks to our club and 
others about specific collecting sites. His exhibits at 
the Rochester Mineralogical Symposium are always 
well received. He is also active in two other local 
clubs and in the Eastern Federation. For the latter, 
he served on the Legislation and Conservation com-
mittee for many years and wrote the regular column 
“Loud and Clear” for the EFMLS newsletter. George 
deserves to be recognized for all his contributions.

Submitted  by Bruce Gaber, past president
 
 Cynthia Payne is our choice for AFMS Club 
Rockhound of the Year for the Mineralogical Society 
of the District of Columbia. Her record of continuous 
service to the club is unequalled. Starting in 1979, 
she became president of the club for two years. In 
the years following, she held the office of treasurer 
for ten years and has been vice president since 2002. 
She has always been a great supporter, not just of 
our club, but of other local clubs, the federation, and 
the Mineral Sciences Department at the Smithsonian 
as a volunteer. She still exhibits competitively and 
is a certified exhibit judge. She has shared many 
of her mineral travel stories in the bulletin and as 
the speaker. Cynthia also donates generously to our 
club’s auctions. Many thanks, Cynthia!

Submitted  by Andy Thompson, president

South Central Federation

 Dick Rathjen of the Clear Lake Gem 
and Mineral Society in Clear Water, Texas is my 
candidate for AFMS Club Rockhound of the Year. 
Dick is a past president of the club and is always 
willing to help when needed. Dick is also a commit-
tee member for the SCFMS. His dedication to the 
hobby has been an inspiration to many. Dick also 
plays an important part in Clear Lake’s annual show. 
His untiring efforts for the club and the hobby as a 
whole warrant him this recognition as Rockhound of 
the Year.

submitted by Chuck Schuler
vice president and past president

UPCOMING		REGIONAL	FEDERATION	SHOWS
from Mary Trammell, AFMS Show Coordinator

 California Federation
  June 10-12, 2005 
  Roseville, California

 Eastern Federation 
  November 17-19, 2006
  West Palm Beach, Florida

 Midwest / AFMS
  August 16-21, 2005
  St. Louis, Missouri

 Northwest
  August 5-7, 2005
  Albany, Oregon
 

 Rocky Mountain
  June 17-19, 2005
  Colorado Springs, Colorado 

 South Central
  December 2 – 4, 2005
  Austin Texas

 Southeast
 November 12 – 14, 2005
 Melbourne, Florida
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 Slip joint pliers, which include the well known wa-
ter pump pliers, have serrated jaws with a rod-gripping 
section and are used to hold objects. The slip joint ac-
commodates objects of different sizes. These pliers 
may also have a cutting edge for soft wire and nails, 
however cutting large or hard items will spring the jaws. 
Arc joint pliers are similar, but may have straight or 
curved jaws and will accommodate a variety of object 
sizes. The tightening of bolts or nuts with slip joint or 
arc joint pliers is not recommended and will usually result 
in damage to the nut or bolt and may lead to knuckle 
injuries if the pliers slip. Use wrenches for tightening 
nuts and bolts. Vice grip pliers are designed to provide 
a tighter grip, but are still not to be used to tighten 
nuts and bolts. Parallel jaw pliers are designed to hold 
flat surfaced items, such as sheets of metal.

 Flat nosed and round nosed pliers have a fixed 
pivot jaw and curved handles which may or may not 
be equipped with insulated grips. The flat nosed pliers 
may have smooth or serrated jaws and are designed 
to bend light sheet metal or wire. Round nose pliers 
are used to make loops in soft wire.

 Diagonal cutting pliers have a fixed pivot and curved 
handles that are offset 15 degrees so as to provide 
the operator enough knuckle clearance while making 
flush cuts in soft metal. These pliers are designed for 
cutting small, light pieces of wire, cotter keys, solder, 
etc., and should not be used to hold or grip items. When 
cutting, restrain the piece that is to be cut off so that 
it will not become a missile hazard. End cutting pliers, 
or nippers, are used to cut off wire flush to the working 
surface, thus keeping fingers away from the wire ends. 
Hand shears are made with straight or curved cutting 
blades and are used for cutting sheet metal. Shears are 
made for right-handed operators so that the cutting 
line is always in full view for accuracy. Straight blade 
shears are used for cutting straight lines and curves, 
while curved bladed shears are used for cutting short 
straight lines and curves and small intricate designs.

 When using diagonal pliers, end cutting pliers, or 
shears, keep fingers away from the jaws and cutting 

edges and always wear eye protection. Do not attempt 
to cut material that is heavier than the tool is designed 
for. Do not use pliers or shears as hammers or pry bars. 
Keep shears sharp with an oil stone or file. Grinding is 
not recommended and shortens shear life. Keep pliers 
and shears clean and lubricate the pivot point with a 
light oil. Store in a dry location on hooks or a shelf, 
protecting the cutting surfaces from contact with 
other tools. A thin coat of oil can be applied to protect 
from rust. Do not remove insulation from handles or oil 
insulated handles. Replace pliers or shears that have 
broken handles, cutting edges, or jaws.

 Straight lip jaw thongs have a fixed pivot point, 
two straight jaws and long handles and are used for 
placing hot items into and picking them out of pickling 
solution. These thongs should be made of materials 
that will not react with the solution and discolor the 
metals being handled.

 Files come in many types and sizes and are used in 
metal smithing and soap stone carving. Some general 
safety precautions for using files are:

 1. Never use a file without a securely attached 
file handle (unless it is a swiss pattern type).

 2. Do not oil files which will cause the file to slide 
across the work, preventing fast cutting.

 3. Do not use files for anything but filing.

 4. Clean files often, as clogged files will scratch 
the work. Always use a file scorer and file cleaning 
brush to clean a file. Do not strike against another 
tool or object to remove filings.

 5. Store files in a file rack or box so that the file 
faces or edges do not touch each other or other tools. 
Do not store files with lubricants on them. Wrap each 
file with a water-proofed barrier wrapping paper.

 Proper use of hand tools will provide the operator 
with long tool life, injury free.

SAFETY	FIRST	-	HAND	TOOL	SAFETY	-	PLIERS	&	FILES
by Bill Klose, AFMS Safety Chair

From Shirley Cranston

 A heartfelt thanks to the many friends and 
club members that have called me, sent cards, 
letters and made contributions to Hospice, rock 
clubs and other groups in Bob's memory.
 A special thanks to George Loud, John Alf 
and Dee Holland for their articles that ap-
peared in this newsletter telling about Bob's 
efforts to inform people of things he felt we all 
needed to be aware of.  
 Your thoughtfulness will always be remem-
bered.

      Shirley Cranston

FROM	THE	MAILBAG

From Jay Bowman 

 To all of the people throughout the 
AFMS who sent cards and E-mails of 
condolence, thank you. 
 I know that most of you did not know 
Alice, she rarely showed up at the conventions 
or Wildacres. Those that did know her know she 
was a special lady. I will miss her very much. 

 Again thank you for all the cards and 
E-mails.

    B. Jay Bowman

ANOTHER	GOOD	YEAR
by Kitty Starbuck

 It’s been another good year for entries in the 
bulletin contest.  Fourteen NEW editors entered 
their bulletins.  Only 7 MINI’s, but nineteen editors 
entered their SMALL bulletins., followed by thirteen 
editors that entered their LARGE bulletins.  Fourteen 
authors wrote Original Articles, while sixteen wrote 
Adult Articles Advanced.  Only seven juniors under 12 
had articles.  The 12-17 juniors almost beat the adults 
with sixteen articles!!!  Only 2 juniors tried their hand 
at poetry, while eighteen adults did very well writing 
Adult poetry.  An interesting variety in the seven Spe-
cial Publications.
 
 Again this year, a booklet with all the winning 
articles and poetry will be available at the Editor’s 
Breakfast in St. Louis on August 21st.
 
 I receive several bulletins each month, and I 
know that there is a lot of great material out there 
that should/could be entered in the contest, but 
isn’t being submitted.  Editors should start a file 
and  when you print something you feel is worthy of 
entering, clip it, and stick it in the file folder NOW!  
If you will do this all year, you won’t be scurrying 
around at the last minutes trying to locate ‘that’ 
article/bulletin that had ‘that’ item you thought 
should be entered in the contest. 
 
 Editor/Authors keep writing and keep clipping 
and filing...!
 
       Kitty
 

COMMEMORATIVE	STAMPS
by Wendell Mohr, Chair

 The American Federation of Mineralogical Societies is attempting to attain gemstones on U.S. stamps. 
We need you to actively support and promote the project by continuing letters or notes to the USPS. You do 
not have to be an AFMS member to write. Please mail the lower part of this sheet or personal letter to: The 
Citizens’ Stamp Advisory Committee, Stamp Development , US Postal Service, 1735 North Lynn St., Room 
5013, Arlington VA 22209-6432.

 Competition is stiff with about 50,000 proposals to the USPS annually. We are convinced that gem stamps, 
would be attractive. We and the public would use them, keep them, and we would all enjoy their beauty. Don’t 
you agree?

To Citizens’ Stamp Advisory Committee:
 I support the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies’ efforts to try to get gemstones on Ameri-
can stamps. Gems have never appeared on U.S. stamps, and would be attractive. We and the public would all 
enjoy their beauty. They would not be controversial. American gems would continue the theme of America’s 
Mineral Heritage.

Signed:_______________________________________________ Date:___________________

Address:_____________________________________________________________________

City, State, ZIP________________________________________________________________


